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The

‘Green Thumb

By GEORGE ABRAHAM

Between the tax bite and
inflation the cost of living is
going to slim down two
things: our pocketbooks and

ready ther: v
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or patio culture.
Grow plants. in pots, ;tubs or
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ving vegetables.

If you have no backyard to
grow crops in, then resort to
rooftep farming, balcony gar-
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our waistlines.
It's going to be a big year
for: vegetable gardening. Al-
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The number one vegetable
is tomato. Pixie is a fast
growing hybrid. - ripening
early. Grows to about 18
inches high and bears heavy
crops of golf-ball size fruits.

Presto is another small
fruited hybrid. It produces
quantities of 1'2 inch fruit on
its small vines ~ and over a
long season. The flavor of
Presto is excellent and we
recommend it for the patio,
tubs. or even in window

boxes.

Red Cherry is a bright red,
and grows the size of oxheart
cherries.

Red Pear (Pearshaped) is
one-inch in  diameter and
sweet flavored. Yellow pear
has tiny yellow fruit and a
delicate flavor. Another nov-
elty is Yellow Plum.

Start your own plants in
peat pots, ice cream cups.
clay, pots, fertilecubes or
any of the many seed start-
ing containers on the market.
Buy yourself a bag of ready-
mixed “soilless” soils, ideal
for starting seed.

Seed needs warmth for
germination-- 75 to. 80 de-
grees F. After they-are up,
move to a bright window and
in a cooler temperature.

And don't forget the stan-
dard tomatoes such as More-
ton Hybrid. Big: Boy, Jet

Star, Glamour, Manalucie,
Heinz 1350, Ponderosa, to
name a few.

GREEN THUMB CLINIC:
A reader writes: “Last sum-
mer [ saw a hedge of a flo-
wering plant which was
called Joseph's Coat. It was
very striking. Please tell me
something about it.

Answer: What you saw
was Amaranthus, or Joseph's
Coat. It's one of the most
spectacular plants you can
grow: few things can beat its
brilliant foliage. . Leaves at
the .base are rich, ‘maroon-
red, turning to a bright ce-
rise-red above.

Plants grow three, (eet tall,
but if you want to keep them
shorter and more compact,
pinch the tips back.,

*. vines.

. MARIGOLDS ARE HIGH on the list of most
popular flowers grown in America’s home gar-
dens. This variety is Yellow Climax, a fall grow-
ing hybrid with massive flowers. Crackerjack, Ju-
bilee Mixed Colors, and Sunset Giants are other

. good home garden varieties.

Mérigolds Give

Splash Of Color

No garden flower is, less
trouble to grow, has a longer
period of bloom. or has more
decorative value — both in-
side and outside the house -
than the marigold.

That's a bold claim to
make. but it is the reason
why this tough, versatile
plant has pulled itself up
from relative obscurity 50
years ago to become one of
the most popular flowers in
present-day home gardens.

Marigolds appeal to every-
one who enjoys vivid
splashes of color. and who
appreciates the time - and -
labor - saving qualities of a
plant that performs well in a
dry season as well as in a
wet one.

Marigolds come in two
kinds = the dward French,
and the tall American (or Al
rican).

‘The French marigolds (Ta-
getes patula) are earliest to
bloom; and range in colors
from bright yellow to'rusty
red. Some bloom within six
weeks; of planting the seed,
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and continue blooming non-
stop all summer and right
into fall. .
Gypsy and Petite are two
excellent named varities.
They are perfect plants for
edgings. massed beds, win-
dow boxes and patio contain-
ers. Most are double forms -
with globular Aowers - but a
single variety. called Nau-
ghty Marietta, is a lovely red
and yellow bicolor with a
daisy-like appearance.
Biggest of the American
marigolds (Tagetes erecta)
are the Jubilees, Crack-
erjacks, and the Climax fam-
ilies. They grow to three feet
tall, and carry large. round,
spectacular- flowers.
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M o:uth Watering Melons

Why are|many W gar-
deners so comervauve about
the kinds of vegetables they
gI‘DW

-

Lettuuce,: beans and
matoes are: great for general
use, but nothing in the gar-
den can qulte match, the

to-

selection of fine melon vari-
eties, but cantaloupes will be
in greatest supply.

ride - of Wisconsin is a
fine, old-fashioned melon

that fresh - fruit stands every
year do a roaring business
with. A dollar and more per
melon is what many people

}Prz:tge Of The Gardener

a fraction less will plant doz-
ens of vines - each vine ca-
pable of yielding eight' or
more luscious fruit:

Of course every seed com-
pany offers its own favorite
variety of melon, and what-
ever your preferente, it's fun
to experiment each year with

- fast during the: hot, humid

- of cloth to occupy no more

Greenf'eld - asks’omebody who knows!

pride and pleasure you'll feel
in growing your first big,
juicy mouth - watering mel-
ons. !

will pay to sample its de-
licious sweet orange flesh,
yel a packet of seeds costing

something different until you
find your own pel'SDnal [avor
ite.

Melon * seed is easy-to-
handle, germinates rapidly if
planted after all danger of
frost, and as the vines grow

days of summer, you'll find
yourself drawn to the garden
each evening to admire the
progress .of your melon
H .
Melon growing really is
very easy, but many begin-
ner gardeners are dis-
couraged -: because of the
space they:occupy.

What few people seem to
realize is;that” melons will
grow happily up trellis, and
the heavy; ripening melons

" can be supported by *'slings”

space in the garden than to-
mato plams

HALE'S BEST MELON, shown above, has very
good quality and thick, sweet orange flesh. Hon-
ey Rocks, Samson Hybrid and Pride of Wisconsin
are other good choices for the home garden.

Melons have some definite .
needs, of course. They like a
loose, crumbly, fertile soil
and full sun for worthwhile
results. But apart from these
few needs’ they' will look af-
ter themselves. :

Mulching is a big help to
melons, since their roots
need plenty of moisture and
warmth.

A black. plastic mulch has
been found best-for melons
since it not only keeps the
ground warm and moist, but
also discnqrages weeds,

THE GLY ONE-PIECE FLAPPER TANK BALL
Fits ol conventional flush vlves.
fuct seol ends drip-deip of water. aver
10 million In yse. Get Korky ot plumbing
and kardware stores. Pal. No. 2,767,406
Manufactured by

LAVELLE RUBBER CO.

Any seed cafalog or seed
display will offer a tempting

Chitago 60622

Now's the time to
FERTILIZE your

lawn and STOP
CRABGRASS ...in -

one EASY application. Get NEW SEED off

to a GOOD START
and STOP CRAB-
GRASS in one
easy application.

o

Now's the
time to
add new
life to
your winter
wilted lawn
with this
HIGH QUALITY,
EXTENDED FEEDING,
LUSH-GREENING

fertilizer. \%
4°
ONLY

5,000 Sa. Ft.

25005q 1t $

$13.95

5,000 Sq. Ft.

ed to help you spread

Elanco guarantees you will be satlsﬁed with the performance of any
Greenfield product, when used ;as directed, or your money back.
Simply send evidence of purchase to: Elanco Products Company, A
Division of Eii Lilly & Company, Indlanapuhs Indiana 46206, U.S.A.
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