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Help The Center

The Farmington Community Center, in the
midst of an annual fund-raising campaign,
needs community support. The reasons why
are outlined in an editorial on

Page 3A

Gym Feat

An elementary gym team recently won a

state competition. The story of the new team’s

success is on

Tools For Nigeria

A local Catholic parish is taking an active
part in helping establish a school in a tiny Ni-
gerian village. You might want to help. too,
and you can find out how to do it in today's
Church Section.

. Page 5A

Accompaniment

The Southfield Ballet Company, which has
membership from many parts of Observerland,

will have good musical accompaniment for its {4

next performances ~ it's an ensemble of Det-
roit Symphony Orchéstra musicians.
Page 12C

Anti-Semitism

Our religion columnist says there’s a lot of it
in today's world of emphasis on minority
groups. His column is in our Church Section.

Page 4A

Amusements.....
Bowling
Churches in Action.
Classified Want Ad
Decths and Funerals .
Focus: Suburbia
Observing Life.
Sports--Prep and Pro..
Turf Tips, Quips.

i
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.12, 13 Focus, 10A
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The great outdoors |s v:-lllng for you! Follow us into the

sunshins for the story of OQutd: I.Mng. s the toplc of
dlmwlon Inlnday 's FOCUS: Suburb

By DAN McCOSH

Municipal finance is magic
tothe average homeowner.

If he is lucky, he sees a tax
bill; more often it is lumped
into his {mortgage payment.
But the ship of state floats on
a sea of revenue, and local
go\emmenl is no exception.

Currently, Farmington
Tcwnshnp provides minimal
services | financed through a
patchwurk of taxes and as-
sessments.

The pruposed charter for
the Cllywl)[ Farmington Hills
sews some of the patches to-
gether. The result will prob-
ably be a tax increase.

How much is up to the first
city council, but the charter
limits it to six mills the first
year, gumg up to a max-
imum of 10 mills by 1980.

Although some of the coun-
cil candidates are campaign-
ing on the basis the full limit
won't be needed, most knowl-

reads the narration of *

edgeable observers of the
new city's birth pangs feel
the full limit will be used.

What does this do to your
tax bill?

Residénts of Farmington
Township currently pay 50.2
mills in local property taxes.
Of ‘this bill, 387 goes to
Farmington schools, 5.51
goes to Oakland County, 1.3
to Qakland Community Col-
lege, 1.5 mills goes to the
Farmington Library and 3.2
mills goes to Farmington
Township.

The township currently re-
ceives nine cents of the local
property tax dollar — which
includes the library millage.

A house which sells for
520,000 in Farmington Town-
ship now has a township tax
bill of $47. :

The charter, by itself, does
not raise this bill.

The charter puts the power
to set the tax rate in the
hands of the city council ~

JANET DUTTON, Farmington High sénior,

‘Peter ond the Wolf” to

Maty Seech ahd Tim Sullivan of longacre Ele-
memcry The Formington High orchestra. has

Still Want Changes

which can raise it only to
the limit set by the charter.

The current township tax
rate is set -partly by voted
millage - the stwo mills for
police and fire protection ex-
piring this year. The remain-
der, 1.2 mills, is set by the
county altocation board.

Charter limits on tax rates
are not the same as a.tax
rate - the City of Farm-
ington, with a 20 mill limit,
levies only 9.5 mills.

But the chaner commls-
sion

rate close to the limits out-
lined in the charter.

Charter opponents say this
will “double the tax rate”
when the eventual 10 mill
limit is reached.

Supporters point out that
while the city rate may in-
deed “double” {from the cur-
rent 4.7 mills to 10 mills),

But local government does
not live on property taxes al-
one.

Cityhood would bring
changes in money received
locally for road improve-
ments, and also mean minor
changes in the financing of
local- assessment-type proj-
ects.

The township currently re-
ceives about $202,000 worth
of services a year from Oak-
tand County working on local

this would only increase the roads.

homeowner’s tax bill about
10 per cent, since local city-
type services use only mine
per cent of the local tax

‘money.
Looking at surrounding

tax limits Ior Farmmgmn
Hills to correspond closely
with apticipated costs of gov-
emnment.

Since the charter commis-
sion used tentative budgets
prepared by Township Super-
visor Robert McConnell ‘in
setting the limit, it expectsto
see an increase in the tax.

ities, it appears
most city taxes are higher
than most township taxes, at
first glance.

But looking at Bloomﬁeld
‘Township (12.05 mills), West
Bloomfield Township (5.04)
and Redford Township (6.8),
it is clear the population and
services dernanded are the
real keys to tax rate.

been touring the elementary schools with Proko-
fiev's classic, under the direction of Hal Kacanek.

{Photo by Fran Evert).

Dems Support Charter

The. Farmington Democrat-
ic Club ‘*‘wholeheartedly”
recommends approval of the
proposed charter for a City
of Farmington Hills but
would like to see it amended

Homeowners Name

to provide council represen-
tation by districts.

A district plan would in-
sure equitable geographical
representation, a club state-
ment said.

10 For Council

The | Council of Home-
ovwners Assn. of Farmington
Township named 10 of the 20
candldates running for the

Joan D. Dudley and L. David
Stader.
The list was announced fol-
]owmg interviews wn.h the
id and &

proposed
council of the City of Farmv
mgton Hills as “‘best quali-
fie

The! homeowners group

named D. Keith Deacon,
Joanne E. Smith, James
Moreen, Earl C. Opperthau-
ser, William Hatton, Robert
McCorinell, Vivian M. Juro-
sek, Frederick - Lichtman,

t

night,” according to Robert
Byron, chairman of the
group.

“These candidates ex-
pressed sincere desire that
the electorate vote ‘yes’ in
acceptance of the charter,”
he added. “'They would best
serve the interests of the
homeotners of the new City
of Farmington Hills.”

The Democrats also rec-
ommended that incoming
councilmen, city manager
and department heads volun-
lanly disclose their financial

assels

“Cityhuod for the area
which is now Farmington
Township is a ‘must’ to pro-
tect our borders, preserve
our tax base and prevent
fragmentation and annexa-
tion grabs of various parts of
our community,” the state-
ment said.

it. called a township form
of government “ill equipped
to meet even the most basic
needs of a community with a
population of more than
50,000."

‘The Democrats termed the
proposed “charter “basically
a good document which will

permit the community to fol-
1aw 2 path of gradual growth
while preserving many of the
betler qualities of (ownshlp
life.”

“The proposed charter es:
tablishes a direct line be-

tween' the citizens and gov-'

ernment officials and sets up
an orderly system of respon-
sibilities to replace the
present multi-headed setup
under the township,” the

contin-

As a city, about $900,000
will be returned directly
from the state gas and
weight fund.

The additional money
doesn't come free of strings,
however.

A formula set by the state
determines how much of the
$900,000 can be used on “ma-
jor roads” and how much on
“local roads.”

Many major roads will re-
main under the jurisdiction
of Oakland County — sections
of Eight Milg; 10 Mile, 12
Mile, Haggerty, Farmington

ow Charter Will Change
:inances” Of The Towns’hip

Rd., Orchard Lake and
Middle Belt.

Charter supporters esti-
mate about four times the
money now available for
roads will be avallable asa
city.

promise a ‘“paved road in
front of every home.”

Local street paving still
will be done by assessing
property owners. The charter
limits the city contribution to
locally assessed projects at
20 per ‘cent - the same ratio
now paid by the township
and the county.

The new city would be able
to borrow money for civic

projects — but the charter re-
stricts the city more than the
township is currently.

The charter limits the bor-

rowing power at five per
cent of the state equalized
valuation of the township -
- about §15 million.

The township is limited to

12 per cent of the SEV.

New Horizons

Pulls Together

To Continue

By MARTHA MAHAN

A new dawn appears ahead
for Farmington's New Hori-
zons.

A community campaign to
keep open the work activity
center for mentally and
physically handicapped is al-
most halfway to its objective
of raising $12,000 by June 1.

Contributions and pledges
totaling $5,700 have given the

.fund raising campaign an

early boost, according to
Mrs. Edgar 'Mosshamer, co-
chairman with Mrs. Robert
Wagner of the Farmington
New Horizons Century Club.

Most are in amounts of
$100, Mrs. Mosshamer said,
and have come this far from
34 families, a-church and two
businesses.

“The largest single contri-
bution so far is a check in
the amount of $2,000 from the
Farmington Soroptimists,
long time supporters of New
Huruans ” Mrs. Mosshamer

Thé card party will be the
evening of May 1 at Our

Lady of Sorrows Hall, 23615
Powers Road. Donations are
3. N

The New Horizons Century
Club was formed last month
when New Horizons of Oak-
land County informed par-
ents of 25 clients at the

ued.

“The proposed cityhood
will bring home rule in such
critical areas as roads, traf-
fic control and well bemg of
the citizens," it added.

‘The club said the proposed
charter *‘stabilizes the tax
rate in a rational manner
while providing for the com-
munity’s transitional needs.”

Finally, the proposed char-
ter “provides adequate meth-
ods for citizens o review,
modify or change the actions
of their government,” the
statement concluded.

The club also recomment-
ed that, if. the charter is
adopted, the council hold all
meetings, including dis-
cussions and votes, open to
the public with the exception
of slatutory exceptions con-
cerning real property acqui-
smuns and persofinel.

®

center at 35100

o

Grand River that it was to
be demolished to make way
for a new development. The
county headquarters said it
was financially unable to se-
cure other suitable quarters
in Farmington.

“The parents of our 25
Farmington clients rose to |

the challenge,” said Glen-D.
Smith, New Horizons execu-
tive director.

“They formed the Century
Club

in Farmington and collected
more than $1,00 on the
spot,” Smith said. The par-

ents also opened a restricted -

account at Metropolitan

Bank in Farmington so they -
could refund all contributions

in the event New Horizons
did not retain a work activity
center in Farmington.

is is the kind of enthy-

siastic community support ~

that has permitted New Hori-

zons to get maximum mile-

age from our limited re-
sources in qualifying handi-

capped Oakland County citi- ©

zens to becom@ self support-
ing, contributing members of
our society,” Smith con-
cluded.

Contributions or pledges
should be made to “Farm-
ington New Horizons Century
Club” and mailed to Mrs.
Mosshamer at 34032 Moore
Drive, Farmington 48024."

™wo FARMINGTON srunEN‘rs of Eastern
I (left) and

string

Caﬂegn C|ancy, cppear regulurly wnh the EMU
Miss .

]

is the daughter, of Mr.

and Mrs, Vllhn K\lpelm-

nen,- 23087 Purdue. Miss Clancy’s parents, Mr.
and- Mrs. James D, Clancy, live at 23843 Col-

“chester. She is @ sophomere Y -
]

i

But the charter does not

to assure our - first
year’s rent of a new facility .



