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By RICHARD McCULLEN

An old process for “paint-
ing™ with powder which has
been inl use in Europe for at
least a decade has won a
Michigan Week  regional
~product of the vear” award
for a Farmington firm.

Electro-lon, Inc., Farm-
ington Freeway Industrial
Park. is now-in line with oth-
er regional awinners in the
non-consumet category for
the statewide award to be
announced thjs week.

The award-winning product
is a system which replaces
conventional * liquid  spray
painting methods with a
sprayed and baked-on pow-
der. It is cheaper and more
durable than liquid paint.
and is virtually poliution free
in application.

The | systein sprays tiny
particles of whatever coating
is desired - through- a nozzle
which ‘gives each particle an
electrostatic tharge, causing
it to stick to the surface
where it is . then -fused by
baking at temperatures of
around 400 degrees farenheit.

Two related features.of the
powder method make it espe-
cially attractive to manufac-

i

and Electro-lon of Farmi

award. {Evert photo)

Aduit Education -

Cata‘.log Ava

U.S. Rep. Marvin Esch
(R-Ann Arbor: joined with a
bipartisan group of congress-
man to introduce a bill to im-
prove opportunities for the 64
million adult Americans who
haven't completed their high
school education.

Esch said that' Congress
will emphasize coordination
between:adult education and
manpower training programs
in order to have a “coordi-
nated educational  system
which provides for continuing
and updating skills.”

“This legislation expresses
a new national commitment
to provide a second chance
for the ‘illiterate. the poorly
educated and the adult with
yesterday's. training  for
today's jobs.” he said.

Eleciro-lon’s Tog
Comes From Old ;-l{)_l"oces's'

turers” in an environmen-
tally-conscious -age, accord-
ing to, company President
Fred Jensen.

First, because there are no
solvents to evaporate in the
baking process as with liquid
coatings.
products may be finished
with rione of the hydrocarbon
pollution. ~ which  provides
headaches for manufacturers
seeking: to meet federal
anti-poliution standards.

And because there is no
need - for exhaust systems
which'blow away pollutants
and ; i eliminate ox
pensively-produced heat ~ in
the 'process. the powder
method uses up to 40 per
cent less natural gas in oper-
ation. ! ,

It was the energy savings
which prompted Jensen, Inec..
parent :company of Elec-
tro-Ian. to invest in the pow-
der method, according to its
president. Jensen's main
product prior to 1971 was in-
dustrial- furnace equipment,
same of which it sold in Eu-
rope. !

It was there that Jensen
encountéred Electro-fon, a
Danish company. When Con-
sumers Power announcef} in

FRED JENSEN is president of Jensen, Inc.

ngton, winners of the

regional Michigan Week product of the year

ilable

“Nearly one-third of the
adults ‘in. this nation have
less than a high school edu-
cation.!We must expand the
availability of education for
this large segment of our
population. There is a great
demand for more adult edu-
cation® and this legislation
will” assure that funds and
programs are available on a
nationwide basis."

Voted MVP

Michigan State senior bas-
ketball center Bill Kilgore, a
Betroit Piston. draft choice.
was voted MVP by his Spar-
tan teammates three straight
years.|
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Now supplying beautiful weed
by the yard of truckload. Retail
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IMPORTED
The Bonsai In Japan is handed down from
mon to see Bonsal planis hundrads of

years ald. The Bonsal Is one of the easiest
plants to maintain &nd with proper care it
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Come out and browse through our huge out-
door display, We have

ANDSCAPING SUPPLIES

: 50 W. 8 Mile at Middlebelt \
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1970 that itS gas supplies to
manufacturgrs  would” 'be
strictly limited, Jensen be-
gan plans to buy Electro-lon.

Jensen.wds among the first
cornpanies {o occupy the in-
dustrial park at 10 Mile and
Grand River about six years
ago. It _currently employs
some 35 plant, sales and ad-
ministrative  personnel: : a
number which is expectéd to
grow as bus|ness expands.

In its first year, Elec-
tro-lon pragduced less, than
$100,000 in [sales, Jensen re-
ports. In 1972, that income
doubled, and this year's rev- i
enues are |expected to ap-
proach $500,000. H

Jensen says he is bracing
for real growth now that'in-

|
ha

en

nel
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jwas ‘invented' years ago but
ywas pushed aside in a ‘cor-

see the possibilities.”

Electro-Ion i
company in the state which
sells powder coating equip-
‘ment, and only one of aboul
'six in the pation. Only one
other U.S. company is able

cluding ovens.

The electrostatic powder
process was first used for
coating
iforesees among its future
| customers nearly every in-

Top Product

cover pollution-saving prod~"
wuets like Electro-lon which

ve existed for some time.

“It's a lot like the Wankel

gine,” he remarked. “It

r. Now we're beginning to

is the ﬁnly

offer an entire system in-

F

furniture, Jensen

dustry -is beginning to dis- dustry which produces a fin-

GET

.replacing metal with vinyl
-coating which is easier to

.owns its own six-passenger
“plane. '

ished product, from the auto
industry, which is already
testing the process for car
bodies, to manufacturers of
shopping baskets who are

clean and repels bacteria.
The small company’s mar-
ket area is world-wide, and
to facilitate trips to its wide-
spread * customers, Jensen

There are three pilots in
the organization - the presi- ~
dent, chief pilot Joe Frank,
and chief engineer Wayre
Jewell. The three log as '
many passenger miles a year
as most commercial airlines
in pushing its “product of the :
year,” according to Jensen.

LUMBER

CASHWAY

FULL LINE LUMBER DEALER

THE COMPLETE powder spray system produced at Eléctro-lon of

Farmington is by Kathy F

The systém consists of

a power unit; the spray gun, which contains apparatus to charge the
particles of coating material; and a specially-designed booth capable of

recovering and returning to the unit up to 97 per cent of excess powder.
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N " Add a luxurious ook to
) your bathroom, and
= plenty of extra storage
i space.
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NO PAINTING
FULLY GUARARTEED

‘IMPERFECTS

CASH & CARRY
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GREEN & WHITE
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REG. $3.47
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LUMINUM
GUTTER
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10’ Downspout

ALL ACCESSORIES
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Decoraliva and durable vinyl

@ COLONIAL HICKORY
® ROSEWOOD

© BARNBOARD

® SALEM CHERRY
.® RANTUCKET MAPLE

: ?519

L] paneling will add prastiga and value || i
G 10 your homa. A wide salection of

' baautul pattoms. } - 4x7 .c/c
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04 PM.

WOODGRAINED.
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4x8
. 29" ' 495
$349
| . o/ 46" 12,95 [
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AVOCADO PEEAN |
PREMIUM WALNUT
ONIFTWOOD BLUE
SORRENTO OAK
ORCHARD CHERRY
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to any room.
Beautities and brightens.
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127x12”
As Low As

4x8
HARDBOARD

- OPEN THURS. & FRI.
’ Lincoln Park’ !E .
3255 FORT ST. 0 ‘E
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