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BLUE CROSS FUSS

‘e didn't’ suspect a week ago today, when we
started a series of articles on Blue Cross, that the
fuss over hospital prepayment would attain the in-
tensity it has now reached.
The amount of hullabaloo, frankly, is gemng out
of hand. o
Rep. Allison Green has a bill for the Legxslzturc,
ch he fondly hopes will solve everything. It won't.
Insurance Commissioner Joseph A. Navarre has
n quoted with some remarks which we suspect he
regret when he begins to realize what he has said.
A group of unions in Detroit gnd Flint is proposing
et up a rival “Blue Cross plan,” which is entirely
ithin their rights, even though we doubt it wili look
S simple to them once they have gotten into what is
lery complicated problem.
Of the three—Rep. Allison, Commisgioner Navarre,
the unions—ive think the unions are behaving
most reasonably.: We dlf(/cr with them only in our
opinion as to whether they CAN produce what they
thihk they can. |
But of the whole lot, we think Blue Cros$ and its
prdsent managers are the most capable of providing
what we want, We think Blue Cross is getting a
vicjous and necdless pushidg around.
n our news stories we have tried to tell what was
without letting our opinions sway us.

But this is the editorial page, and this is our
niod, and we ore saying what we think.

. i

op!
)
i :

First of all, a ‘series of articles whxch began con-
rrently in another Detroit paper is, for all we know
this moment,| still running, We don't have any
rrel with the facts in it!

e do believelit has placed too much emphasis on
K ilization"—that is, the int that some
pepple either stay too Tong in the hosplital, or get in
ungler Blue Cross when they shouldn't—when they
ren't really sick.
The Times regorted that. We can take you back in
thé files a couple of years and show we were the first
nejspaper to report there was some of this chiseling
gojng on. It should be halted. We think it is being
halted. - ‘

B

Hospital Insurance Costs

TRYING TOSPOT THE REAL VILLAIN

01d melodramas had their advantages. It was easy
oidentify the villain. This is not so in the current
ugroar about hogpitalization insurance, Rates have
skyTocketed. Many think Blue Cross has thrust its
hahd too deeply into the pockets of its 3,600,000
jchigan subscribers. Investigations are being made,
bills are being submitted to' the leg!slnture, and the
if is blue with charges.

(Much is sull{bemg learned, but we thmk some
observations' can be made now.

[The public’s demand in the last dewde for better
dical and hospital care has been great, Therefore,
top of inflation must be added the cost of this
proved care. A increase in Blue Cross rates might,
then, be considered automatic.

{The question is: Do the allegedly excessive mtes
eflect only inflation and improved care?

|Ample proof to the contrary sppears in surveys of
spital cases covered by hospitalization insurance,
e studies indicate clearly that alarming abuses|
ve cropped up:
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