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By RED DeLANO ~

When [Chevrolet recently f
announcei appointment of |
Richard E. Dauch as man- |
:ager of the division's spring

porate formality.

However, between the lines
of a news release prepared
in accorqance with a tried
and true] colorless General
Motors |format, lay in-
timations|that Dick Dauch.is
an unusual man. :

An inferviewer comes
away from the giant plant on
Eckles- Road convinced
Dauchxs Il that and more.

The mere fact that he‘
won't reath his 31st birthday !
until July(22, yet already has

* been entrysted with the No. 11
post at key facility in;

Chevroletis far-flung oper-:

ations, attests that this is

more. than just auolher‘
young map in a hu The |
" he holfls isn't for tmental

Il twnghs |
;l'here ig a conviction thal[
Dguch is a name the entire;
motor indlstry should mark:
wEll in ity future book for|
plssible listing at the curpo .
r4je pinnagle.

#or the; nonce, hnwe»er
his dedicafion is entirely to’
tHe new task at hand - one
timt is wrgpped in thousands
upon thousands of bumpers
aud coil anfl leaf springs.

The tritn 63, 220-pound
ex-footballer from Purdue
University [knows as well as

- atly of the B.600 employes un- -
d@- his egmmand that the
growth and success of

wa ‘M’rS
]At Chev

J

|
X

h Beca
y Sprmg

+ to-go into assembly of
senger cars or trucks and he *

bly planl at Flint as a cf
graduale in-training.

where alongthe line he
a chance to: decide w]
pas-

chose the latter.

“'As a farm boy, 1 was
close to trucks,” he recalls

ness is all about ~ to
schedule.”

Statistics ‘on the xmpo
tance of truck transportatio
in the U.S: economy| hav
soared in recent years on a
course almost parallel to
Dauch’s own executive as-
cendency and to the |boom
that has hit: Chevrolet spring
and bumper.

“The rapid development of
recreational vehicles -has
played a big part in bringing

me

Plant

llege ,;(1 t ll’\lcks many as the
Some: '35
had % ansponahon |
ether.

e means ,of motor vehicle

¢ Dauch became a' foreman
the Flint assembly plant
1965, general foreman in
supenntendem for truck

oductmn in 1968, superin-
ndent of mspecuon early in

1 and general superinten-
enl of planl production in
uly the same year:

When Dauch graduated
om Ashland High' Schopl

e
s
s
,- 441 and
in ’61, *62 and '53
espectively‘

T had hoped for a career

he - remembers.

*However, a knee injury

[

: MAJOR CHANGES in production lines have been brought on in the
spring: and bumper. plant by new government regulations’ and, Dauch
(left) checks items with Charles Stahl (center), plant engineering superin-

Bob Woodring).

tendent, and Marvin McFadden, personnel director. (Observer photo by

{knocked -that out.i I knew

Record Sales :
For R‘ealtor

g 1
about the 5kyrockelmg de- - couldn't . meet the Rams'
mand for this plant’s prod- * sandards, and it turned out
ucts. With that,. the eom- {ha 1 got started in this busi-
mercial truck market has lecs the same time as the

SPECIAL

DICK DAUGH new manager‘ of Chevro-
let's spring and bumper plant in Livonia,
shows a poster montage created by former
colleagues at the Chevrolet assembly plant in
Flint. It depicts highlights of his career and now

hangs prominently in his new office. (Observer

photo) |

Too, this summer. sees the
Eckles Road facility under
extreme pressure of having
to juggle production sched-
ules while ‘making major
changes in eight of the 13
press lines before’ starting

It actually
farm upbring
ference, for
hitched his wagon to a star
which proved to be a mete-
oric truck it was Dauch.

may be that the
ng was the dif-
f ever anyone

Dauch.

Just how fast is empha.’
sized in the latest edmon of;,

production and sales records
for the truck and bus;portion
of the automotive industry
were hraken last year‘

«Each month; January
through December, |a_new
monthly high was set wuh to-
tal sales reaching more than
2.4 million for the year.

The publication notes that
much of the increase was

come along lasl”’ says ’lruckmarket "

i Iems is people

“The answer to all prob
he said dur-

A\lng a daily walk-through :of

b

P,he plant he now directs. *It
$means getting the nghl per-

bn for the right job.™ !

The youngest planl man
-ager in Livonia spring and

ubumper plant's history could
“thave. added that if the shoe
‘é‘his Rutit on.

© Although he has done just
ghal, He didn't say it - and
for the information of high

G

For the second consecut,
month, :Real Estate One
nounced record sales dur}
a single month. i

[

May sales for the Real Es-
tate One metwork of 41 iof-
fices tbtaled 594 properties
valued . at §16,161,408. This
dollar velume represents a 57°
per cent increase over May
of last year in which 3%
properties were sold for a to-
tal of $10,266,723.

ve
an-
ng
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22

hool coaches in the area,

larity of light tru _ ithe house-hunting Dauch
e cks for per family includes an

bachelor of science in indus- i
. rs A sonal transportation and rec-
th:v:i&/e[r):r:zzl'ge‘[iirsttgh: trial management, I?auch re- reation. N‘éar,y 10 million ©11-year-old la.d from the
demands” concerning barrier Ported to Chevrolet's assem- /s, households now own jsame mold as his pop.
impact standards for bump- - i |
ers made it necessary to ac-
celerate ‘73 model bumper
produchon while still map-
ping the plans for
back-to-back model. change-
over : production require-
ments.

Succmclly, Dauch states:
“This plant has a mission to
accomplish and whether we
accomplish it depends on
how we all perform - all
3,600 of us.™

He is quick to point out
that, although General Motors
is the plant’s parenl and
chief customer, “this is not a
monopoly and we must re-
main competitive .In our

Real Estate One sales for
the first five months of 1973
total $67.3 million, up 28 per
cent over the -first five
months of 1972.

Upon graduation from Pur-

urred by the growi u-
due in 1964 with a degree of o v growine pop

work on 1974 mode! com-

,'tha mportant cog in the GM
s impo o8 ponents.

* scheme of |things wasn't his
. ddng.
© But he dlso reahz&s ore
¢ keenly thdn dny of those
, 3500 thay the:continued
g@wth and suctess of this
highly competitive
N is| baby for the im-
* mediate futhre.
Standing pn a ledge behind
i Dauch's dgsk is-a framed
nﬁy of an| essay. Wha( It
es To He No. 1," written
: bf the late} Vince Lurnbarch
whb carved his own niche' at
fogtball's pnnacle as one of
the pro game’s most success-
fill coaches. .

There is
nificance
pfsce am
déemed wq

lan unspoken sig-
o its prominent
ong artifacts
rthy of inclusion
ifan office|where production
charts and [blueprints of ex-
pansion dominate.

HWhen Daych’s predecessor,
ngler 0, Muller, was tapped
asshort time ago to become
maénager of Chevrolet's Det-
rlt gear land axle plant,
Chevrolet | Manufacturing
Manager James W.
MeLernon | plucked Dauch
frfm Flint jat one of the Li-
vonia plant’s pivotal mo-
ments.

Sell und
sical expe
which will
sGuare feet|
cflities as
spbstantial
number of

Caldfor? symmen

LIVING SPACE ... with
prices to match the market.”

retee G s your man ‘W00D DECK KITS

spring? g . 8

1t is not unlikely that some
biographers would label
Dauch ‘the -ideal
“all-American boy" type.
There are chapters in his
background — such as having
been the high school football
captain who married the
cheerleader -- which lean
that direction.

There are ~others who
might say this product of an
Ohio farm near Ashland took
dead aim on a target and
that year by year he has
moved closer to the bull's
eye.
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