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It's those pauses in the conver-
sation — you know, the ones that
open up between the price of beef
and the troubles in the Tiger bull-
pen - that point it out. Especially
when one or another Federal
court decision is announced,
which séems to happen about
twice each week these days.

People | in the suburb$ aren't
talking much about “busing and
maybe half of those *This Family
Will Not{Be Bused™ signs have
come down from:the front win-
dows. ;

But ydu sure didn’t notice any
of the candidates in the recent
school board elections advocating
cross distriet busing, and each
and every candidate who filed for
city council or mayor elections
last week made it quite clear to
this newspaper that a key part of
the platiorm was opposition to
busing. i -

! :
Suburban opposmon to ; the

melrupohtan bising plan ordered
S0 lnng ago by Judge,Stephen J.
Roth is just as strong as ever.
The reason people aren't march-
ing in the streets is only partly
that the cost or meat is a ‘more
real problem — {for now. ‘

What in fact seems to be hap-
pening is that bit by bit the sub-
urbs and the anti-busing forces
are winning. the:r case m the
courts. ‘

WHEN THE Sixth Clrcult
Court of Appeals two weeks ago
upheld much of Judge Roth’s find-
ing that metropolitan schuols
were segregated and that
cross-district busing was an ap-
propriate remedy, it seemed su-
perficially that :those opposed to
busing had lost an xmportant
round.

But when our reporters

Don’t Become A Fourth Casualty

The holiday is still o week away
but theré's no time like now to is-
sue the hnnual warnirig to motor-
ists to drive with care, turn the
wheel over to others if drinking
and avotd travel at high speed en-
route home or while going to. a
summer cottage or to visit friends
at a resort.

Officials of the AAA warn this
year’s midweek Fourth of July
holiday | could well be the most
dangeraus of any; in recent his-
tory. An estimated 3.2 million mo-
torists are expected to drive 282.5
million jmiles over. a 30-hour peri-

od. i .

The |combination of drivers
speeding near their homes and
others |rushing to resort spots
could cause traffic fatalities to
soar.

Traffic experts; point out that
the first danger, near home driv-
ing, is ‘confirmed;by State Police
statistics which show roughly two
of every three ‘fatal accidents
over the past fivé years have oc-

|

It's this dangerous after-work
situation that is considered re-
sponsible for the record death toll
last year when; 47 fatalities were
recorded dunng the 102 hour ho-
liday period.

This year’s holiday officially be-
gins at 6 p.m. Tuesday and|ends
at midnight, Wednesday, July 4.
Traffic experts from the State Po-
lice aren't expecting heavy traffic
volume over the holiday due to its
short duration.

They expect peak travel hmes
will be in the morning and\(rom
late afternoon to early evemng on
Wednesday. i

Fears of possible Wages
should not deter any” motorists
from traveling.

False alarm over gas shortages
has been citéd as 4 main, cause
behind an estimated 10 per’ cent
drqp in tourist trade in the! Upper
 Pepinsula. Those close to the situ-
;auon are quick to pomt ot ithat
‘thq Upper Peninsula_is probably
in the best shape fuel wisel; Many

* strong arguments which the U.S.

] fore his appointment to the court.
With the court voting 44 on Rich-
found a real moo nus + mond,: Powell clearly is the swing
First, the Sixth ercun T mga‘ man when the Detroit case comes
was not unanimous; it! was'a spllt',vv& up.
decision, and those who argued ,{‘{.
the minority side|(i.e. anti-busing) . rul
introduced into lhe legal record

chiecked. with loc

1 school officials
and lawyers on \

Last week, when the court
ed [on a Denver, Colorado,
schooli segregation case, Powell
} made ‘it quite clear that he op-
poses busing as a means of ach-
ving integration of the schools:

$ - “Any child, white .or black,
>who is compelled to- leave his
wneighborhood and spend signifi-

Supreme Court must now consider
when it hears the case.

Second, when the Supreme
Court ruled on the Richmond, Va.,
case - one very similar to the
Detroit case - it voted by a 44 tie

cant timé each day being trans-

ported to.a distant school, suffers
an impairment of his liberty and
his privacy,” Powell wrote.

1f Po»yells sentiments regard-

: ing busing were not clear before,
" they certainly are now.

Local school officials and of-
ficeholders - including Livonia’s
Mayor Edward McNamara, who
led a drive at the U.S. Conference
of Mayors convention last week to
push thrgugh a resolution oppos-
ing busmg as a means of obtain- _

ing :integration of schools — had
been hopeful that Powell would

- wind up on the anti-busing side.

Now, with their hopes appar- -
ently justified, they are eager to
join with Gov. William Milliken
and Atty. Gen. Frank Keiley in
appealing immediately the -Sixth

" Circuit’siruling on the Roth find-

.ings to the U.S. Supreme Court.
Their 'tactic is to strike while
the judicial iron is hot, and the
evidence| seems, to suggest they -
are right, . :

to let stand the Fourth Circuit ¢
Court of Appeals decision ov‘er%
turning the busing order.

THE KEY VOTE on the Su-
preme Court appears to be heId
by Justice Lewis/F. Powell, who

discharged himself “from consid- %
eration of the Richmond case be- f
cause of previous involvement be- {i}i

gas when iuél tapks are
hali-empty and fill tanks during
daylight hours to avoid searching
for an open station at night!
Motorists are urged to concen- ;
trate on safe driving, éspecially
by wearing seat belts:at:all times
and by avoiding alcoho! they
do take these precautions, high- }
way travelers cou]d help| cut down .
fatalities by more than 50 per
cent, according to Stale Police.
The State Police will have 20
per cent more officers on duty
than on a normal Tuesday arnd
Wednesday. They will concentrate

NOTHINGS IMPOSSIBLE

on patrolling high accxdem areas” !
and easing traffic tie-ups. i

But the State Pol canl stop
accidents and fatalmes if motor-
ists don't use caution and safet,
on the roads. All must cooperate
to make the highways; safe.
many won't and that's iwhy offi
cials know Ithe road toll will b
high again. : \ }

; D't be one of thnse who throw H

curred within 25 miles of the vic- .
tims’ homes.

i3 sLauans are operatmg With an
excess of gasclme due to'thé de-
They expect the average motor- clme in tuunsm in early June.

ists will drive only about %0 miles Dnvers are warm:d to sum for
during, the Fourth holiday. “This ‘ o]

creates a -potentially lethal situ- | i
ation since many drivers tend to |
be .more relaxed and less eon- |
scious of traffic safety when trav-

_eling in familiar swrroundings. [ ]

In relatively short holidays,
such as this one, many drivers
will take their families to a camp-
ing area the weekend before the
Fourth and return home: to work
Monday and Tuesday.

Tuesday night they’ll set out to
rejoin the family and pdssibly
they will be less alert than nor-
mal due to work fatigue and ea-
gerness to reach their destination.

How often :dolwe truly realize
the protection and the help given
us by our police departments?

. While we sit comfortably at
home enjoying television, conver-
sation,  or whatever, dedicated
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caution to the windS and wind upx:

with their names on the casualty
lists. Take care and return hom
alive.

L

i
men are out on the slreets guard<
ing us.

Any person who has spenl an’!
evening listening to a police radio,
begins to realize the extent to
which the various units offer as}
sistance and protection. ; 3

This is when one realizes t|
around-the-clock service our .
lice officers afford.

Listening to radio calls, a grow!
ing hobby among many of us cit
vilians, can make a person aware,
of the busy, dangerous life of i
policeman.

The officers, who putenually
risk their Ilves in any call theyk
answer, still respond with a lrue~
sense of duty. -

A call of famlly trouble, whxc
to the layman might mean
simple spat among husband anj
wife, could, and has{ meant th
answering officer faces a guy .
when he reaches the scene. .

The apparent simple job of stg
ping a motorist for a routine t)
fic violation, as many officers 3
mit, can turn out to be the m
dapgerous job he faces. M3
than one officer has been injur
or killed by some maniac sitti;
behind the stopped car holdin,

gun. .

Calls to police cars range fr
searching for a missing ¢l
hunting a sick animal, to
vestigating a robbery.

At least a dozen memories
flashed through my mind the oth-
er week while listening to Sen:

Officers who are just doing a
day’s work for a day’s pay, never
know what the next radio call will
bring.

It takes a special breed of man
to be a good police officer. It
takes a man dedicated to the pro-
tection and welfare of others. It
takes a man who disregards his
own safety for the protection of
his fellow man.

Whatever pay an officer receiv-
es, it can never really be enough.
His post demands much. more

Sense And
Nonsense

In this age of sophisticated
teaching methods and progressive
educational theories, it seems
strange that the Southfield School
District would fail prey to an age-
old superstition. But lo and be-
hold, a survey of the numbering
system of school district voting
precincts reveal that it skips from

precinct 12 to 14.
r {111

If there is such a national gas
crisis threatening the country,
why are the gas companies asking
for ruomngs to allow for new sta-
‘tions in the suburbs with so many

" other stations closed?

Howard Baker (R-Tenn.) grilling

| ‘
If It’s Legal, Then It’s Alright

|

Herbert Porter during the U.S.
Senate Walergale hearings.

What stood out in the testimony
was the dlstmcuon between doing

s Tlme People Reahze Value Of Pollce Offlcers

than the average ]ob He must put
his duty above family, friends, his
likes and dislikes.

A police officer's time is not
just spent patroling streets. He
must, appear in court whenever a
case in which he is involved,
comes up.

He might be called out for spe-
cial duty during an emergency.
Or, as has been the case many
times, be called upon, through his
sense of duty, to protect life or
property.

The truth is, a police officer is
never really off duty. He must be
prepared at any hour of the day
or night, to step actively into his
role as a guardian of peace.

Listening to a police radio, or
spending time just listening to an
officer discuss his job, is an edu-
cation. It brings to light the tre-
mendous job police departments
are doing for our country. It re-
veals the dedication, the problems
and the frustrations they face.

The next time any of us has a
supposed gripe against an officer,
for whatever reason, remember,
policemen are human beings.

Remember, too, this would be a

‘much more confused and dan-

gerous world if those men in blue
weren't out on the streets and
highways, standing guard against
crime, saving a life, or just offer-
inga helpmg hand.

. O : I
what was right and what was L‘e—
gal. Porter's response to Baker
had been given to me by others in
earlier situations.

There has developed an atmude
.among some governmental offi- -
cials that actions are all rightif-
they aren't illegal. That is, any- *
thing goes as long as you adhere
to the letter of the law. Legality is .
the ‘sole standard. Morality or
propriety are given little thought.-

In ‘suburban communities, and -
in :Lansing, the issue often re-
solves on an alleged conflict of in- -
terest. When put to an official, hxs
response invariably . will be “an
unlawinl conflict just doesn’t ex-

ist” or “there is nothing megnl in
my conduet.”

A journalist seldom comes cut
and asks a politician *‘Are you a
crook?” When asking about con-
flict of interest, for instance, the .
question is: Do -you think your
decision was proper?” Oiten, .
however, the politician never sees
the distinction and answers: “It is
enhrely legal.” ~ !

[nabxhly to discern this d.\ffe

Watergale by saying: © j
politics; they all do it.” How.
many will pass over vnretappmgy
by arguing it's legal, or should be
legal? .

A return to morality isn't qm
the er. But' a return to con--
sclenc® is a beginning. Another-,
importaht need, aptly observed by |
Sen. Baker, is to stand up and:
speak when something is wrong'
instead of waiting for the other |
guy to squawk. Too often, we
merely squeek.

A glance back at the recenuy X
compléted school campaigns pro-s:
vides a good example of an apa-.*
thetic citizenry. Yes, let the other:
guy do it and let him do any{hmg
prov:dmg it’slegal. - l
| ool
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