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Michigan Boz
Far From A S

Michigan ~ the acknbwl-
edged boating capital of fthe
nation ~ has developed a pro-
gram of boater safety hnd

- convenjence "along its Great

Lakes shoreline that is jun-
paralleled in North Amenca,
according to Automobile
Club of Michigan.

Sailors who venture “gnto
the Great Lakes will find
they are seldom more thal
15 shoreline miles from pny
of the 61 protective harbors
and public -marinas spori-
sored by the Michigan Wa-
terways Division of the |De-
partment of Natural |Re-

Add to this total the more

. than 500 commercial ‘and
" special service marinas scat-
* tered all along the lakes, Jand

Michigan provides its boating
enthusiasts with the cpun-
try's finest water safety ang
recreational facilities.’,

‘‘Despite the shorter Great
Lakes boating season, Mich-
igan has more than twica as
many boats using its waters
and marina facilities as they
have in the year-round vaca.
tienland of Florida,” explains
Joseph L. Ratke, Auto Club
touring manager. )
“In fact, this state rahks

crease 12 to 20 per cent this
year in Michigan cempared
with 1972, this would hike the
sales total in’ the state to
nearly $400 million for the

first time. (This total in-..

cludes sales for boals, en-
gines, marine accessories,
fuel, apparel, repair and
maintenance.)

‘The accompanying » Auto.
Club map; pinpoints the loca-
tion of Watérways Comnmis-
sion - sponsored harbors and
details the service provided,
which run the gamut of ma-
rine repairs and holding tank
pump-out ‘to the number of
transient wells available.

Lake Michigan heads the
harbor parade with 24, fol-°
lowed by Lake Huron with 16
and Lake Superior with 15.
The Southeast Michigan
area, comprising Lakes Eries
and St. Clair plus the' St.
Clair and-Detroit rivers, has
six harbors. .

“‘Since boating on the
Great Lakes is a joy that will
always be remembered, it is
significant that Michigan has
kept pace with this rapidly
growing recgeational activity
by continually updating its
facilities for all types of wa-
tereraft, " states Ratke.

““Michigan has met and of-
ten exceeded . the needs of
boaters with its harbors pro-
gram,” adds Ratke. *“This is
important since our state is
the outdoor playground of not
only local citizenry, but for
the entire Midwest.

“For it 'is to Michigan that
travelers  from Indiana, L-

linois jand Ohio come for
summer vacation enjoyment.
And riuch of this enjoyment
is supplied by the Great
Lakes.
“This network of inland
seas is dotted with many tify
islandg and ports of call, all
just waiting to be explored
by . adventurous and non-
adventurous sailors alike.
And since many’ boaters
travel |great distances along
the lakes, it is Jjmportant
their basic needs are met.”

This|is certainly the case
as the|61 “ports of call” on
Auto Club's map provide a
compléte number of services.
Twenty-one ports have
nearby U.S. Coast Guard sta-
tions, 47 have hok tank
pump{:ut. 27 marine repairs,
52 launching “ramps, 41 at
least™ 1D transient wells (only
three have none), 55 gasoline.
4nd o, 55 electricity, 56 wa-
ter, 53 telephone, 52 ice and

All Great Lakés and Lake
St. Clair will be higher for
the 1973 boating: season than
they were last! year. High
levels |are caused primarily
by above-normal rain and
snow, (and below-normal ev-
poration. . -

For {May. Lakes St. Clair
and Efie again set new highs
of record. St. Clair. has set
new records every month

afe Harbor

supplies and 54.restroom fa-

cilities. Ten render ail of the
listed services. .

. Sailors may ‘choose f{rom
the urban areas of Southeast
Michigan, where the empha-
sis Is on day-sailing, racing,
boating clubs and waterside
restaurants; ’ the sandy
beaches - and . dunes ‘along
Lake Michigan; the many
variations of Lake Huron; or
the virtually unspoiled beau-
ty of Lake Superior,

Eac\h of the Great Lakes
offers a different and unique
experience 50 .that boaters
should dever run out of new
and exciting thing. to do,”
Ratke states. “The state's
barbor system has helped

-bring these with-

iters Are Never

many of these all{};q' are.
located near public 1 bors; « |
For :example, sailgrs can :
take in the Big Mac Bridge,
Fort , Michilimackinac and :
Mackinac Island sirmply by’
boating from Mackinaw City '
to Mackinac Jsland. Duril :
stopover al* Grafs
boatersfcan see !
largest¥- musical
while Upper Peninsui
ers can dock at Munlsing to|
see nearby Pictured Rocks @ °
or at Saulte Ste. Marie to see
the famed Soo Locks. - . )
For'the hundreds, of *thou-

sands of Michigar who
annually enjoy G Lakes
boating, it comes §X\rg sur-
prise that this stat s the

pace in yLetivity, |

In the S-ealm of, nearly all

satlors.”” |

A' relatively new pastime
for . vacationers is attending
popular festivals and tourist
attractions by boal because

since October 1972 and Erie
every month since Septem-
ber. '72. Both are expected to

continue setting or equaling-

records through October
{Lake St. Clair through No-
vember), which is usually

the. beginning of the severe -

storm season on the Great
Lakes.

Lake Superior is expected

especially since our: Water ;
Wonderland has nearly 3,200 ;
miles of Great "Lakes shore-
line. This is nearly 800 more
miles ‘than the combined .
ocean coastlines of Florida ©
and California. o

Lake Levels Higher

to rise about' four Highes by
the end of June an(‘ilp peak -
&t the end of Auguit!’Lakes |
Michigan and Huron;gre ex:

pected to rise about one inch |
by the end of June and peak

at the end of July, :

Recreational ‘Goaters':
should be especiallyjedution i

- of the problems highi watef | . !

causes. t

{

Medicare
Terms Ex

“Under- recént changes in creased later if

the social security law, the rise.

Security office.

ital costs  gible for Medicare coverage.
Disabled people require

seven times as much hospital
. -carg as other people and
o {hree times as much service

hospital insurance part of  “People buyi
Medicare will also be extend- coverage under;
ed to people 65 and older who - tion will also b
previously didn't qualify for enroll for medi
coverage  because  they coverage,” Test
haven't worked long enough tarting July
under social security,” said fronthly: premium
Sam F. Test, manager of the ‘medical ‘insurance
Detroit  Northwest Social Medicare is $6.3
crease of 50 cents
over the current ral

Initially, the. premium will  Beginning July
* be $33 a month for Medicare receiving social

Medicare is administered
byjthe Social Security Ad-
mifiistration of the U.S. De-
partment of Health, Educa-

hospital § ‘ability p

‘The premium may be’ in- years or more|

" Photo by,Bob Woodring)
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HINES BRIDGE -~ Work progres‘sa )
popular drive Is closed through

cross Hines Drive near Haggerty Rd.
western Livonia, from Newburgh Rd. ‘a
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Do you love to prowl araund

attics? Then FOCUS:

WTrash & Treasure’’ is for
How do you spot a genuin
tique or a piece that will pour a re!
value in future years? Wh
you do with it after you be

asure

we delve into this fascinating

Sub hobby that has become the pas-

its proud possessor? We'll a jreasure.

these and cther guestions

vaurbia--cal pour Obserr
Seaioeis I pm

time of many. So, put your feet
up on that 50-year-old footstool,
eshing beverage into
that Spode cup and enjoy a jous-
ney into the realm of trash and

advartisament in FOCUS:
ot Advertizing Repessentative at 281-2800. Ad
2
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