& Observer Néwspapers, July 14,1973°

;f;'vb
Buya Pool NOP\ON
and SAVE! si-x

of the yearison
.~ ~ ONE OF AMERICA'S LARGEST

e

+

right NOW!
ABOVE-GROUND
POOL -
MANUFACTURERS

ON DISPLAY .. . FULL SIZE
WATER-FILLED . . . IN OUR ,

YEAR ROUND INDOOR SHOWROOM

{ 23660 GRAND RIVER ... 3500k5 £AST GrTsoRAoH

OPER MON. THRU FRI. 10-9 p.m., SAT. 9-8 p.m., SUN. 12-6 p.m.

.—J..—f\.—J..<\

OIS T ING Ty

M

9200

T - I."IMITED"INTHODUCTI]HYJOFFER""""
'AS590
Bt
" %1,000

SAVE

. ”_ £GP OUR FAMOUS 1973
N ~ POOLS AT LOW 1972
WINTER PRICES!

" BLUE DOLPHIN
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FOR FREE HOME SURVEY
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 FOR FREE DROCHURE WRITE:
FANTA-SEA SWIM CENTER
I 23660 RIVER

2 GRAND N
I Detroit, Michigon 46219

In Windsor
Call 735-3811
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5. . Years-ut ago anq'arg,

Trash Or Treasure?

A NOVICE'S GUIDE
TO ANTIQUE BUYING

By CAROL KATZ
The high adventure of searching
for souvenirs of yesteryear can be
marked with tremors of panic and-
apprehension for the novice. How
do you know what's'really what and

you're being taken?

Anything over 100 years old, ac-
cording to antique dealers, is con-
sidered a bona fide antique. A repu-
table antique dealer will honestly
admit the age of a piece that he

ated securely in the homes of clas-
sic antique buffs. Their prices, too,
are often higher than many people
can afford to pay.

NOSTALGIA LOVERS are not

-——how-do-you-know-whether-or—not ——stopped.—however,—by-the-relative

scarcity of true antiques. There are
“vast quantities of old time items dat-
ing back 60 or 70 years that are both
eye appealing and unique in the
sense that they aren’t being manu- *
factured today.

== wahts~to sgliaithough; sometimes;— - Keep i mind, too, that oid items~

it may be impossible to date it ex-
actly. .

Antique dealers, as a.group, are.
" as honest as merchants in other
fields."We'd simply lose customers -
if we didn't try to tell the truth,”
explained a local dealer in the busi-
ness for over 20 years. “Cur reputa-
rrrrrr tionisBuiltontrust.”. - .~ -

PROSPECTIVE BUYERS are ad-
vised to study the field before plung-
ing into it with a generous outlay of
dollars and cents. Books from the
public library can explain the age

_in antique stores. Many paperback
“guides to antique Iitems can be
found. right within antiqgue shops

and value of many pleces you'll find -

consistently Increase in value. A
quaintly carved- oak desk dating
from 1915 may be worth $85 on to-
day's market; In ten years or so its
price wllt inevitably rise higher.

A good rule for the novice to
remember {s never to pay more for

" an old item than you would pay for
- tRe-reproduction.of the same-plece

in a furniture or department store.
With this in mind, the purchasing
of old fashioned goods is reaily a
bargain. That maple reproduction.of
an‘old table that sells for $200 in a
furniture store won't be worth even
- half that price in ten years. A gen-
uinely old table, simply by merit of
its age, will increase in value as the
years go by. ) -
Currently enjoying a high crest of
popularity In the ‘market are Tiffany
style lamps which come in hanging
and table top models. Because their

__desirability has made them scarce,___

many antique shops feature con-
vincing reproductions -- plainly
marked “new"” -- to meet the cur-
rent demand. Old lamp bases
topped by Tiffany reproductions can
be found frequently In local antique
stores. *.

‘themselves., -

With a sound background of in-
formation on styles, types of woods
and desirable characteristics of oid
things, the novice can begin his an-
tique browsing with an air of con-
fidence and authority.

\

Not all that glitters is really old,
however. The biggest boom In the
local market centers on items that
are much less than. the 100 years
necessary to be regarded as gen-
uinely antique. R

Really old things are simply get-
ting harder and_-harder to find;
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THE PEDESTAL TABLE usually
crafted of thick oak is another popu-
lar item in the Observer area, much
in demand for family rooms and
country style Kkitchens. The supply
here is also running low, however.

Old wash stands, often marble

‘topped, are still fairly pientiful. Orig-
inally used in lieu of the trusty bath-
room sink, these now have storage
value as well as being able to add an
air of nostalglato aroom.

“It's surprising to see how creat-
ive many people can be with old
things,” remarks a-local antique
dealer. "Wash stands, for instance,
are being used as hi-fi cabinets and.
I've_known many. people who buy.
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