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CU“TAHN GOIN G UP -- by Wa”y Roberts

The lurching, wéaving move-}to an un’nmely end as of this
ments of “The Drunkark” came| weekend. As you recall earlier
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this month we announced the
Livonia Lamplighter's Lion's
Club and the Theater Guild of
Livonia-Redford were cooperat-
ing to bring back this popular,
classic melodrama. Producer
Pete De Napoli made the an-
nouncement this week that
“The Drunkard” was being post-

to oblivion?

Several items seem apparent.
Mr, De Napoli indicated that
the yacation period is a poor
time of year to try and organize
a theatrical project. If the or-
ganiaztion meetings could have
been held at a breeze-swept lake
or at a cool beach, the show
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might have bone on in the best
of theatrical tradition.

Any show, no matter how
simple it may seem on the
surface, it takes careful, long
hours of planning, Ticket

poned.
Well, what happened to
cause such a worth.while proj-
ect to be put on the treadmill

sales must be organized. The

pLYMOUTH publicity has to be thought
out, Se!tlngsxgust be first put

on paper. e construction

ART Theatre || ot 1o study the ram-
Ph. 453-5094 ings and figure out how they

can do the scemery in the
most expedient manner, '

Costumes have to be secured.
In some cases a costume plate
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3 Going Fast

“Every kid \in Livonia and
surrounding area scemed to be
lined up at dur boxoffice last
week”was the report from the
of the Mal Kai
and Wayne Drive-In.

‘There were approximately
2,000 walting In line last week
at the Mai Kai when the box-
oftice opened at 11 am. to sell
tickets to the Beatles first full
length film, “The Beatles and a
Hard Way's Night.”

There will be four showings
during Sept. 2 and for that.
day everybody purchasing a
ticket ahead will be guaran.

The whole

teed a seat.
The show will play another
woﬂd Jores ||six days, however, tickets will

be sold on a first come basis.
Tickets for the Sept. 2 “spe-
cial showing” may be purchased
at the Mai Kai bosoffice, Plym-
outh and Farmington Roads.
There are only a very limited
number left. All tickets for
Sept. 2 will be sold for one
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made. And the costume then
would be madb from “seratch.”
All of this takes oodles and gobs
of that precious commodity
known as time,

The rehearsing of the cast
really takes the shortest amount
of time. Most folks feel that
here is where the average show
takes the Ilongest. Strangely
enough most theatrical ventures
are like jcebergs with all the
hard preparatory work hiding
beneath the surface. As is the
case with an iceberg only one-
tenth of its icy mass shows
above the surface while nine-
tenths float dangerously below.

To pursue this analogy 2 bit
further, and it is delightful dur-
ing our “hot, muggy August.
weather,” let’s examine what,
could happen should the lower
portion of our “Berg” be miss-

I! the planning of the ticket
sa.:s, publicity, construction,
and ‘hasic. technical work

.| faulty, the theatrical “iceberg”

will topple over on its side. It
will not have the proper bal-
ance. Everything will be out of
kilter. The cast will look foal-
ish. First of all, the audience
will be missing if the hr:ket
sales are poorly ‘run, T
publicity in with ticket sales far
it does a truly run band-in-hand
with the ticket sales, If the con-
struction crew is derelict in
their duty, you end up with a
jumbled arrangement of sets
which makes the show look
assine.

In short, everyone is import-
ant in the deveolpment of a the-
atrical project, It makes no dif-
ference whether the show is
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a'pemng at the Fisher Theater
Davis Is in “Golden
Buy” or whether the show is
“Bye, Bye Birdle” that will be
op:ning in November under the
semi-professional banner of The
‘Theater Guild of Livonia-Red-
ford. Community -theater goes
through the same birth pangs as
can be seen on Broadway.
“Golden Boy” that opened
thig week at the Fisher prior to
Broadway has still a lot of work
ta be done on its book and mu-
sical ecore before it will be
ready, The present Director
W[ Peter Coe has been fired. Wil-
liam Penn replaces Coe. A new
author, William Gibson (*Mir-
acle Worker” and “Two for The
Seesaw”) has been put on the
payroll to see if he can breathe
some life into the script. None

of the actors will be replaced
only the material ¢hat they hava
been using -for the™ past six
weeks.

. You can well imagine the con-
stant workJoad on the cast,
‘backstage crew and the front of
the house as 2 half-million dol-
lar venture-like “Golden Boy"”
tries to put itself in sbape for
the public. In the case of “Bye,
Bye Birdie” the Theater Guild -
of Livonia-Redford has no such
problem. The script is a whiz
bang item, The music is hum-
mable and singable even by a
whiskey  baritone like Old
‘Wally. The dancing routines are
wild and zany. Everything about
the show screams success. Inci-
dentally the tryouts are August
31, Sept. 1 and Sept. 2 at . J.
Schultz’ home in Livonia.
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