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'OBSERVER Readers “Speak Up” About Current Issues

T am mot'a rhetorieian, but
with “Mr, Webster's”. help, 1
wish to present a situation
which I feel was contrived by a
group of highly respected citi-
zens on a subject matter that
is frreconcilable as far as I am
concerned. Yes, frreconcilable
because it appears, and again-1
repeat the word “appears,” that
Mr. Donald Sharp’ was soclally
intercoursed Into possible .ob-
livion by people who, bereft of
principal and put currishaess
Mr, Browne, Jr. and Mr, Kirby
set out to methadically destroy
him,

“Mr. Webster's” -
for OBJECTIVE ‘are "alm or
end of action;-polnt or. object
to be-hit or reached.” These
simple " defiditions encompass
an overall outline for asking
some pointed and direct ques.
tions of _our ‘present school
board, :past: schodl ‘ board, The
Redford Observer and all "those
people - present at the rump
meeting of Saturday, -June 27

the dresent system of acwunl-
1ng? I personally checked the
records and 1 was shocked, yes
shocked, at the h-regulmuu.
Why wasn't :the auditor re-
primanded and/or.removed?
Why Tdidn't- Mr. Browne, Jr.
notice -these irregularities?
These were similar to Mr
Donald Sharp's. Oh!-You don't
belleve me, well ask Mr. Sharp
and He'll tell you that T brought
these items to his attention, told
him he was “railroaded” and
made a "chump"” of because he
was too inexperlenced in the
“set-up” of “patsy deals,” and
to get'a C.P.A. to review the
accounting system. This It ap-
pears he has done.

Question No. 5: What Is the
objective of Mr. Browne's ori-

ginal" charges?. What "course of |

action does he propose to take
‘o Mr. Shaip’s charges? Only’
"Mr. Brnwnc can answer this
one.:

Qnesllon No, 6 \Vlll Mr: Tom
Kirby now reguest an investiga-
tion? Mr.  Tom Kirby ‘should,
but won't, He is too shrewd, for
he now knows that Mr. Browne's

in haste, coerced Mr. Dnmld
Sharp’ fo admit errors.in ac-
counting practices and then
Judged bim: gullly, without
checking to determine the ex-
tent of this rregular practice
of others.

Question No. I: I now say,
“‘where are you all? . . . Messrs.
Roges Browne, Jr., Tom Kirby,
past and present school board,
The Redford Observer and as-
soclated -names noted in that,
paper. f

The. Redford Qbserver had a
hey-day as noted in the flaming
and jubilating headlines of
June 24 and July 1, 1864. Quote:
“ASK SCHOOL BOARD MEM-
BER'S OUSTER ON:CHARGES
MISUSING. - PUBLIC
FUNDS” AND “SCHOOL
BOARD OFFICER ADMITS |
ERROR; REFUSES TO LEAVE
POST.”

Mr. Roger Browne's two page
letter in which he meticulously
pointed out hls tremendous ac
complishments, including the
return of $59.36 to the school
district.

Mr. Roger Browne's state-
ment as listed in The Redford
Observer, quote: “If 1 {ind out ;
about any other Board member
doing this, then he'll be brought
to task and I'Hl do it.”

Mr. Jesse Santo's statement, .|
“There has been misfeasance
here; I request that you resign.
Don't put the taxpayers through
the -expense of a recall elec-
tion.”

Mrs. Bernice Mutch, “I do not
question Mr. Sharp spending
the money; 1 think he should
resign however, becaiise he dell-
berately falsified receipts.”

Mrs. Mary Van Alstine, “This
Is a case of honesty versus dis-
honesty. Dishonesly is mot a
principal -of good citizenship
which should ‘be a basls of
school board members.”

Others: Some fesidents Indi-
cated they would press for a
recall election or other aétion
in-the near future.

Questlon No, 2: Have youread
Mr. Denald Sharp’s letter or
charges of July 14, 1964 to Mr.
Roger Browne? Oh .. . some of
you haven't? Well, the Redford
Observer has a copy, if that's
the only local paper you Tead.
Don't ask me why they did not
print it. You should ask them,

, Mr. Roger Browne, or i you

dare, ask the Redford Township
News for their newspaper copy.
Yes, it’s very interesting. Why?
Because it states eleven (11)
warrants or vouchers where ir-
regularities in accounting prac-
tice exists. (Note—-I read both
papers). :

Question No. 3: Who re-
quested the attorney to be
present at the rump school
board meeting, and since he's
not on a retainer basis, who Is
paying (or paid) for hbis serv-
ices, or is he doing it for free?
If he was requested, doesn't the
request have to come from the
board majority?

Question’ No, 4: Why ‘did the
school auditor, and I don't mean
bookkeeper or accountant, say
there was nothing wrong with

TOsY now has
thorns, and to pursue it any
further would destroy those
close to_him, Mr. Kirby also
knows that “dishonésty in-argu-
meat needs the support of ‘the
unscrupulous” and that’ they,
because of the present situation;
will be hard to find: In other
words,, Mr. Browne,, you're
“holding the bag." -
Quiestlon No. 1: What is my
interest or object in this mate
ter? I'm for falr play. If Mr.
Browne charged Don Sharp of
wrong doing, why doesnt he

pursue the issues further as|.

presented in Mr. Sharp's letter
of ‘July 14, 1964. Mr. Sharp re-
turned $50.36. Why doesn’t he;
Mr. Browne, request the review
of all warrants in this category
and the return of other monies
to depleted treasury.

1 am against — protectionists
of past practices which consider
cliques above the -school in¢
terest; those who try to repress
the honest thoughts of others;
those who think it is OK to pay
first and then approach the
board for a rubber stamp ap-
proval; those who do not have
the time to set-up or request
standards and guides of conduct
in ‘business relationship. This
can be as touchy as Mr. Sharp's
present case. A word to the
wise, Mr. Browne; those who do
not object to having our school
board minutes one to two
months late. Maybe if we again
submit this contract for bid we
might get better service and a
cost savings; those who always
try~to ~becloud or -seuttle ‘the
Issue or programs on hand; and
those who have the chimerical
idea that Mr. Browne, and Mr.
Kirby are the bulwark e
South Redford School system
and that to question them in
any manner would: be-con-
sidered fnsidious. .

My f{inal reason is a selfish
one. I want the best recreatfonal
and physical education program
in this state, and if possible, the
country. This requires board
members to have the same
honest desires to obtain same.
Mr. Donald Sharp gave me that
impression when he supported
a recreation jssue a while back.
Support™will also be needed to
make sure that our physical
education "instructors have the
benefit of the best salary struc-
ture for their efforts. Again I
feel Mr. Sharp will glve these
issued his deepest and sincere
considerations.

In- closing I wish to ask one
last question. Why were so many
in the wrong on this subject
letter issued? Why hasn't any.
thing else been done on Mr.
Sharp’s letter? The answer Is,
“it was the most convenient
thing to go.”

No, in conclusion, let's (the
Board) resolve Mr. Don Sharp’s
case on humane factors. Re-
member, i it Is not done on
bumane terms others will be
drawn into Mr. Brown's cess-
pool to suffer a like fate. Re-
member, basic honesty s not
2 smashable thing,
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Redford Township

BERLINERS Mrs. Wanda Wollert (eft), ‘Mrs.
Edith' Wollert Moore, and” Offo' Wollert visited the
Lyonel Feininger exhibit at the Detrolt Arts Institute
last weekend while guests of Paul Luizeler, of 14700,
Ihgram, Livonia. The Wollerts flew in from Berlin to
visit their daughter, who now lives in Toronto, and to

renew their friendship:

‘with Lutzeler, who served in

Berlin during the post-war blockade as a public affairs

officer. The. etching ‘seen in this

photo 18 one ‘of two

Felnlngers on loan to the Institute from® Lutzeler'u
collectlon nf German grs,pMc art.- .

More on Road Dnugel‘

Editor:

+1 was very much interested
and concerned regarding the
article “Plymouth, Road Is
County’s Most Dangerous Road"
published in your Livonian Obe
server last' Wednesday.

Erroneously the article refer:
red to Ann Arbor Trail and
Plymouth Road as having 20
accidents. .

I have witnessed this many
aceidents on Ann Arbor Road
and ..Plymouth Road in one
mionth. Almost this many have
used the Hines Park Motel
phone to call for a wracker or
other purposes regarding the
aceident in. at-least 'a six- week
period. -

,Without question, engineers,
execnuves, salesmen and other
visttors “to General Motors,
Evans,.'Ford" Motor Co, Bur-
roughs and many more Indus-
trial plants in Livenia will testl-
fy that"the present entrance to
the Hines Park Motel is the
most

all' their journeys. We have an
average of 200 - automobiles
“{using this entrancevzar.b day.

I understand the state will do
nothing to fmprove Plymout!
Road and 'Anm Arbor Road be-
cause they will turn it over to
the County in 1967 when they
expect to have the new Express-
way on Schiooleraft' completed.

In the meantime, what do the
tax-paylng businesses on Plym-
outh Road do? Will the state de-
preciate our taxes to the same
degree that-they refuse to up-
grade Plymouth Road to pres-
ent needs? It Isn't the easiest
thing to operate a business and
have It so hard to get to. Many
industrial visitors from other
states wonder why this is.

This s just one reason why
all industry and commercial
establishments in Livonfa
should belong to and demand
that the Livonia Chamber of
Commerce represent them col-
lectively in matters of this kind.

Tlle Livonian Observer is to
“County’s

and
one they have experienced In

Most Dangerous Road” article

and I hope a portlon of my
$200 dues to the Chamber of
Commerce will be used for the

Road and other-needed road im-
provements uuch as Fannlnglon
Road.

Certalnly lhe state cannot de-
cide that Livonia should live or
die.

HINES PARK MOTEL

Burl’ T, Woodward
Manager

. .
School Year
Too Short?

Editor:

Do you know that the US
is near bottom in school year|,
length? Here are the facts pub-
lished in PDK for Sept. 19684:

“The average school year in
the US. is 178 days, with. state
averages ranging from Arizona’s
168 days to South Dakota’s 184.
Of forty-seven countries. recent-
Iy surveyed by UNESCO, only
seven had secondary school
years or less than 180 days.
Nineteen had school years of

purpose of ‘a better. Plymouthi|,

from 180 to 209 days Exghle!n
had 210 to 239 dsys

In ten coum.les -the school
year is shorter for secondery
schools” "than for elementary,
while in six counties the second-
ary school year is longer. The
length of the college year rang-
ed from 150 days in Ecuador to
248 in the R.S.F.S.R. (USSR, )"

1f “Education Sets Free", cm
we afford to be last?

P, 'D. Gogue
[ )

Weed Ordinance
Editor:

In the Oct, 7 ‘issue I read;
“Council asks Law Dapn‘tmcm
to prepare new anti-weed ordi:|
nance.” I think it should bave
read, “Council asks Law Depart-
ment third time in six months
to try to write effective ordi-
nance.” This would have been
more _informative, Ordinance
No. 488 -written in' May was so
bungled and useless that they,
had to ask for an emergency or-
dinance on July 15. An emer-|

geacy ordinance was passed in]

July,. No. 491, which said, in
part, was “for the pmtecﬁun of
the public safety, health and
welfare.”

BotH of these ordinances were
published over the names of the
City Clerk and the Mayor. I {ind
it hard to believe that a man
supposedly qualified for either
office would want his name on
such a poorly written or useless
ordinance and’ especially so’ of
a city, Clerk, who after two or-
dinances in three months, is
quoted as saying “Impossible,
with his present office statf, to

:|mail out such notices.”

‘The builders and other large

if landowners will probaly all re~

member the present admini:

tion as “the boys who let them
slide by a whole year without a
weed ordinance.” That is, pro-
viding the Law Department
comes up with a new one that
will not become effective until
May or June of 1965, The hay
fever sufferers will remember,
Those whose homes are sur-
rounded by acres of weeds will
remember, And the visitors to
the city and prospective busi-| ¥
nessmen will remember.

Who is going to write the new
ordinance? You guessed it, th
same place the other useless or-
dinances came from.

The present. ordinance (and
amendment) do not apply to
land zoned AG, M1 and M2. [
am going ‘to’ ask the Council to
include these in the nrdmnnca
Noxious, weeds and “debris
just as noxmus no matter whera
they are in our city, and let
Council, Clerk and Mnyor deny
that! When you are taking bad
apples out of a barrel—you take
all of them.

Last week, City. Assessor Mil-
ton Holly was the first. citized-
city official with any construc.
-|tive criticism. That was, “Put
the cost of administrating the

weed ordinance ‘on those who °

grow weeds—not on umse who
grow GRASS"

‘The Mayor has been conspicu-
ously silent on the whole weed
affair. Perhaps he may use the
Mayor's Corper to let the cit-
izens hear his side. .I'll be watch-
ing ior him _there. Let’s

watch.”

THE WEED MAN
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