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Study Tells How Children Reacted to Pr

A revealing inquest into how
school children reacted to the
assassination of President Ken-
‘ne'dy a year ago, was reported
this week by a Wayne State
University political scientist.
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During the 21-day period fol-
lowing the assassination, 1,349
Detroit area children in grades
four tq 12 were interviewed by
a_team directed by Dr. Roberta

Sigel, ;19372

sociate professor of political
seience.

Her report analyzed three
areas: children's views on the
presidency and of the shin

i ; his il ip to

Four Redford Students Place High

n addition to Don Bone, re-
cently named a semifinalist in
National Merit Scholarship
competition by that organiza.
tion, Thurston High School this
waek counted more honors from
the qualifying tests given last
spring.

Frank D. Block, principal,
has announced four studenis
who were granted a slatus
shared by only two per cent of
all high school seniors. Given
ratings of commendation for ex-
cellence in the examinations
were Susan Dean, Kris J. Horn-
yak, Joan M. Krejci, and Con-
stance S. Ward.

Similar Jletters have been
given to 38000 students
throughout the country. Accord-
ing to John M. Stalnaker, presi-
dent of the National Merit
Scholarship Corporation, the
award calls attention.to high
academic achievement.

“Although they did not
reach the status of semi-
finalists in the current Merit
Program, they are very ea-
pable students.” He terms
their success a “noteworthy
accomplishment.”

The National Merit Scholar-
ship Corporations gives recog-
nition to two groups of students
who achieve high scores on the
NMSQT. The semifinalist group
is composed of the highest-
scoring students in each state
and in U.S. territories. Some
14,000 semifinalists fake a sec-

ond examination t¢ establish|

further their eligibility to be-
bl

Bennett Tells
Goals For
Legislature

s eord g prom-

ised this week to introduce
legislation that would ‘'save

$391,980 to Redford Town- |’

ship over the next 20 vears.”

John Bennett, Democratic
Township Treasurer, who
was named legistator in the
Nov. 3 general election,
said the savings could re-
sult from laws permitting
sion. funds in FHA insured
mortgages and utility corpo-
ration bonds.

Under present statutes, Mich- |*

igan townships are permitted to
invest pension funds only in
government issues. According to
Bennett, the higher interest re-
lurns which city governments
now gain through investments
in mortgages and utlility bonds
could also be enjoyed by Town-
ships if his propased legislation
is passed.

The new State Representative,
who represents Redford Town-
ship alore in the new 34th Dis-
trict, outlined other legislative
goals he has for the coming
term in an interview with The
Observer,

“The problem of taxation is
the most serious one facing
Michigan,” he said. “I am
hopeful that Governor Rom-
ney will put forth a good
fiscal reform program and if
he does, I'll support it.

“This means a program with
an end to the unfair business
activities tax—which taxes gross
receipts, not profits, of small
businesses—, and which pro-
vides property tax relief.”

Bennett also said he would
introduce legisiation to place
Township employees under civil
service protection. “This will

come finalists and to receive
consideration for Merit Scholar-
ships.

The commended students were
among; the high school juniors
in appfoximately 17,000 schools
who took the NMSQT last March.
The test is a threehour exam-
inatioxn that covers five separate

In Tests

ment. .

To increase opportunities for
commended students to obtain
financial assistance to attend
college if students need it, the
Merit Corporation sends the
names, home’ addresses, test
scores, and proposed college
majors to two colleges they

government in general; and,
their reaction to the Oswald-
Ruby affair and the role of jus-
tice, trials, due process of law
and the value of human life.

Their emotional reactions
—shock, grief and fears—to
the events of last November
22 and the long weekend that
followed, were generally un-

. derestimated by parents.

Children reported headaches,
loss of appetite and trouble
going to skeep.

However, they professed to
have cried less than adults.
“And, if we are to believe the
majority, all the erying was
done by Firls. Boys ail categor-
ally denied crying,” Dr. Sigel

areas ‘of educational develop-

prefer.

2
said.

But,

eside

publican 1d, most of the

ut,
the children’s answers on cry-
ing because the contrary was
reported by teachers and par-
ents.

The assumption
child’s emotional behavior
becomes more similar fo
adults as they grew -older,
did not prove to be true ac-
cording to Dr. Sigel's data.
1t indicated that younger-
children behaved more like
adults. Teenagers were much
less emotional.

“This we believe is in keep-
ing with the adolescent’s desire
to seem ‘cool’ ‘tough’ or ‘un-
emotional’,” Dr. Sigel said.

Regardless of whether they
came from a Democratic or Re-

‘that a

youngsters indicated a “loss of
someone very close and dear”
when they heard of the Presi-
dent’s death. Almost all felt
“very sorry for. his wife and
children” and were “mad that
anyone-should do such a ter-
rible thing.” More than 75 per-
cent expressed shame that this

could have happened in the
United States.
Both adults and children

worried about the country but
children seemed to worry more
—especially the younger ones.
Most were upset about the
country's future and how- it
would get along without its
leader.

According to Dr. Sigel's re-

nt Ken

|

port, most children think of {he
president as strong, knowledge-
able, loved and admired. In the
political {sphere, the most sali-
ent authority figure is the pres-
ident. So, when this adult auth-
ority is fhaken, it especially
bothers foung- children. .

Few adults hoped Oswald
would be shot down, but 41 per-
cent of the children did—again,
it was expressed by the young-
est ones| And yet a majority
knew it was wrong of Ruby to
kill Oswald even if he was the
assassin.

H

evenge aspect of the
ers’ thinking declined
the older they were.
n of aggression and
nee of American con-

youngsl
steadily
Rejecti
aceeptal

nedy’

s Death

cepts of justice is also related
to a child's social class, ac-
cording to the report. Youth
from lower income back- .
grounds at all age levels con-
doned aggression more read-
ily than upper class children.

In the minds of Negro chil-
dren, President Kennedy. was
intimately associated with the
fate of their people. Many small
children wrote spontaneously
on their questionnaire that h(»)
or she was worried “how my
folks will now get along.”

One Negro  girl attending
school in a poor section of De-
troit wrote: “It was as_though
my father, had died all over
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TEFLON® COATED

work in the public interest of
the community.”

The new Representative will
sponsor legislation that would
return Justice Court fines to the
Township treasury. “Right now.”
he said, “we pay $100,000 a year
to Wayne Counly because wel
are a township. This is another |
case of discrtmination, because |
city governments are permitted .
to keep their municipal -court |
fines.” . H

Another measure proposed by ;
Bennett concerning local courts
would ‘be raising the jurisdic-
tional level for local court cases
from its present $300 to $2500.
“By giving more cases .to local
judges, we'll help relieve the
crowded dockets in  Cireuit,
Court,” he said. 1

Bennett has asked for 3ssign-\
ments to four legislative com-{
mittees — Education, General
Taxation, Retirement and Tour-!
ist Industry Relations. o

«The Teachers Pension
Fund has $414 million out-
standing in acerued liabili”
ties,” Bennett said. “If 1 re-
ceive appointment to the Re-
tirement Committee” he
added, I will work to set up

a long range program to put

the fund in such a condition

that we will make certain
there is enough money to pay
feachers when they retire.”

Bennett has already spent one
day in Lansing, and will meet
Dec. 4 with Governor George
Romney. On the same day, he’lt
meet with other Demoeratic
legislafors for a party caucus.
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