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THE CONSTANCY OF CHANGE:

Text of Paul Chandler’s Bentley Commencement Address

When the Bentley High
Sehool Class of 1964 marched
to thelr seats In the football
grounds on a crisp Spring
evening fo hear thelr com-
mencement address, few
knew what an Inspiring. mes- -
sage Paul Chandler would
give them, The words had
deep meaning, not only to the
young men and women In
their graduation ~caps .and
gowns, but to their parents
and teachers as well. Today, -
at the request of some of ]
the adults and young peopls
who .were privileged to be
on" hand for that occasion,
The Observer . reprints - the
message. ¥t has valldity for-
all citizens in Michigan, Wo ™
believe: it 1s ‘worth reading
and mre:ni(ng. .

* x.

It has been twenty exsht years
since last I had the privjlege of
attending a high - school, com-
mencernent, and it is Lhi'iuing
and exciting to be here-tonight.

Twenty-eight years — miore
than a full generation..lt was

own commencement, and
looking backward it seems.im-
possible that so much change
could have occurred in the)
world. There was no television |
then, no nylon, no -penicillin,
no frozen dinmers, no divided
atom, no earth satellite. ‘Albert
Einstein was still in the earliest
stages of thinking through his
theories that time stands still
if the object moves with enough
speed and that huge bombs
would be one result if the great
energy in matter were to be
released.

Our class had maybe 100 se-
niors graduating, and occasion-
ally 1 think of them. One died
recently of lung cancer, re-
minding that cancer’s ravages
are one thing that man has not
yet changed. Another from that
class is 2 prosperous electronic
engineer; some were casualties
during the War; a_ couple are
in mental institutions; almost
all of them have raised families,
and in recent years have been
attending high school com-
mencements for their own chil-
dren.

* k Kk

Commencement fs an ini-
portant moment.— make ne
mistake—in the lives of all
who reach it. It is a turning
point; it is a time when many.
basic things begin to change
in the lives of those involved.

It Is not:the main point
tonight .fo dwell on these, but
T would suggest that perhaps
the most shocking change
which - graduates now (and
always) have had to face is
the swift disappearance of
pity for themselves and the
Joss of so—:a].[erl ‘*anderstand-
ing” which is found by CHIL-
DREN in their homes and in
their schools. &

Whereas heretofore it has
always .been possible -for you
to explain lack of success or
oversight to someone—a par.
ent or a teacher, or perhaps

even ‘a psychlatrist— who
. would l:nd & sympathetic ear
—now the rules change. In
geieral, you will-be judged
when you leave: high' school
and- home not by how sweet
you -are underneath, or what
particular “emotional disf

ance “might explain: your
failure, but rather you -will
be judged pure’ and. simple

“on the-basis of what you DO,

what yon - accomplish, what
Is your product.

It’s a-rough and- compehuve
world once the - commencement
exercises are over, and. the
cholce  is either o

bition of three out of every
four men in an ordinary subur-
ban community and -that this
single goal will dominate al-
most their entire lifetime. They
started on it immediately after
their high school commence-
ment; they are still working at
it today; and when they die
they hope to be working at it
directly or looking back on it
in_retrospect.

Yet for all the accumulation
Of material things which has
taken place in America—the
richest country in the world, we

like to boast—there never hés
been as much’ personal misery
as exists today, and, if any-
thing, the torment is the great-
est in thosé who have dedicated
themselves the most to “getting
rich.” “Getting rich” as an am-
bition actuslly is a form of
selfishness, and. one of the
eternal rules is that selfishness
inevitably crestes enemies. It
creates them because selfish-
ness results in one man’s gain
at the expense of another man's
loss. When one hds enemies,
they ultimately band together

and create distress for their op-
ponent. Anyhow, it's fair to say
that many people 'do not believe
that simply tfo aspire toward
“getting rich” is a_sufficient
motivation for a high school
graduate.

[ believe that another widely
held ambition by high school
seniors is simply that situation
covered by the phrase “getting
married.” This is nérmal, of
course, because men and women
have been mating and raising
{families smn:r: the beginning of
time.

it—work" hard; become men-
tally- firm—or jo .retreat ‘into
some - kind - of mysticism or
beatnikism and let others take
care of you as they might an
invalig or a

*

A proper. question on Com-
fnencement Day is: *“What has
been. the point of going to
schoot for these past 13 years?”
There ‘are some societies In
the world where such scheoling
is not -pdssible, for one reason
or_ another, and yet young peo-
ple’there_grow up and become
adults’ somehow Even in our
own’ country, there are those
who say -knowledge is 2 dan-
gerous and distressing thing and
that we'd”all be better off if
we knew less and got about the
business of milking the cows.

But the answer ag to why
you have spent 13 years in
school is that your parents be.
lieved learning and knowledge
would help you in your grap-
pling with life in your later
years —that with knowledge
you can live a better life than
you can AVITHOUT IT.
There is also in the minds
of your elders a further justi-
fication for the search for
krowledge and that is the some-
what spiritual belief which peo-
ple hold that mam was put on
earth to wonder, to explore, and
0 learn; and that if he fails
1o’ do this, he is something of

a failure in 1he eyes of God.

*

Evcry high school graduate,
however, SHOULD BE WARN-
ED that few human beings, if
any, ever ‘have been able to
agree exactly or the purpose
of life; and, hence, it is not
any cinch trying to cx‘plam the
value of schooling in "a way
that will be 3¢ceptable to every
young man and young lady.

There are those in the United
States, and I think that I am
one-of them, who believe that
our entire natlon is misdirected
and confused about its purpose
and that across the whole land
we are a hunch of crazy, mixed-
up human beings pursuing
mechanical rabbits that lead us
aimlessly around in a circle.

‘For example, I think that
both high’school graduates and
their parents today con-
cede that one of theu‘ foremost
ambitions has -been to_‘“get
rich"; to accumulate wealth in
one form or another. In fact, I

would say that this is the am.

A CITY MOURNS—The flag in front
of Livonia’s City Hall stands at half-
staff in mourning for Paul M. Chandler,

elect, and ry

State .Represeqtative,

State Senator-

* But, in terms of explaining
why one has gone to school for
13-years, by itself “getting mar-
ried”:is not ENOUGH. Ameri-
cans today. are getting married
in alltime :record numbers,
They - also are being disillu-
sioned’ with marriage at a.rate
that has staggered and per-
plexed every psychiatrist - and
sociologist in the country. The
divorce rate today is something
like nine times higher than it
was 30 years ago.”

Some of the more PHILO:
SOPHICAL high school grad-
uates, when. asked what they
are going to' do with their ed-
ucation and- what their pur-
pose in life is, will say:

“My goal is to bring
‘SECURITY’ into my life and
into ‘the world.” When dues-
tioned, they will become: con-
siderably vague about what
‘security! means to them, and,
all too often, it will seem to
boil down to a pension when
they retire and a paid up mort.
gage on their home.

Of all the so-called goals
which are in vogue today, X
believe this ome of “seeking
security” is the most false
and has decided more Ameri.
cans than any other single
idea.

The truth is that there is
NO security in this world we
live in; there is mo security
in getting rich; there is no
security in getting married;
and there is no. security in
claiming to be seeking secur-
ity as a way, of 1ife. The rea-;
son there is ‘mo security Is
that change is constant. The
real truth Is in a phrase used
by many writers-apd philo-’
sophers — the phr;\se, “this..
too will pass away.” For any
nation or for a woman or a.
man fo attempt to live en-
tirely’ within the memories.
of its past or to try fo pre.
serve the realitles of the
present without recognizing,
anticipating, and ylelding to:
change, is to absolutely guar-
antee a bitter and miserable-
life.

Madness, suicide, murder, di-
vorce, revolution, war—all the

Mam:s Auréllus sald, “The
universe i3 CHANGE. Our
life is what our THOUGm'S’
make it” -

He also sald, "Obsen'e nL
ways that everything Is
result of a-change and get
used to there " Is-
nothing nature loves so well
as to change existing forms
and to make' new ones.” .

In a word, wise men long’
have observed that &  frozem,
unyielding mind or. 0 can-
not exist - happily on earth.
Emperors can tumble fast; the
office boy can replace the pres-

ident; the healthy. can die to- [bj

night; today’s tragedy can turn,
in a flash, into brilliant
triumph.

And in terms ‘of knowledge,
which is one of the most con-
founding changing things of all;
the problem -of obtaining new
knowledge has accelerated so
much in recent years that it
has been almost impossible to
print the textbooks fast enough
to get the information to the
classroom. The amount of in-
formation and knowledge which
the graduates of 1964 received
during. their 13 years is an in-
finitely larger store than was
given to their parents, ail be-
cause man knows so much more
about his world than he did 28
years ago. Your teachers. had a’
bigger job than any. high school
teachers ever have had in Amer-
jcan history, trying to pack the
increased amount ‘of knowledge
into the same 13 years available
for schooling. Ang, in spite of
how hard everyon has worked,
the truth, of the matter is that
much of what we think we know
today wilt be discovered shal-
low, inadequate, or false tomor-
row—that “this too shall pass.”

There can be no secirity of
mind-in a ‘world of Nature
which changes’without notice.

Lk ok ok
The REAL goal, of course,

in life—the real reason your
parents gave you this 13 years
of education—is for the “pur-
sult of happiness.” We all re-
call thai'in the Declaration
a! lnrlcp:ndenc: the “pursnit

violence that within
the-minds of men—come aboiit
because someone refuses- td
abandon the comfortable
thoughts of his past and- does
not know how to live instead
amidst the realities of change.

The standard example in the
psychiatric clinic s the, adult
who cannot endure the frustra.
tion of being unable in his later
years to recapture the .warm
and secure images which. he
seem to remember as a child
in his family’s arms and, yes,
as a teen-ager going Lbrough
high school.

John Godfrey Saxe wrote
in 1850, “When skies are clear
expect the cloud; n dark
ness wait the coming light;

of this community.

whatever be. thy fate {oday,
will pass

away.”

We pledge thatv The’Observer N‘ewspapers

will continue to stand for the principles.
and ideals for which Paul C handler so

vdliantly foughi. »Weias”k' all our_readérs’

help in accomplishing this goal.

The Staff of
The Observer Newspapers

k- cettain mmalienable Hght”
Up to &oiv I have cited 4 féw

things whiclt I believe do notf:

lead to happiness, although 1t is
often purported they do. Now
let's- look ‘the other direction.,
Happiness can be found in the
puriuit of, knyledge; simply in
the learning process itself, and,
looked at from that point of
view, education is not a means.
to an end but and end in itself.
Man was put on earth to search
and wonder;-to use his talents,
to add to the accumulated total
of ever-changing. knowledge, to
imprave the race.generation by
generation so that each succeed-
ing one is wiser than the last.
Happiness also comsists of
improving the lives of those
who need help; in building a

world that would be pledsing

to thie eyes of God a3 We know
Him, .

It ane assumes that happlness
is, to ‘e discovered this way,
tHen orle will waste no time in
a«emptmg to achieve freedom
for other human beings. every-
where,. He will begln immedi-
ately with the task of trying, s
much as one person can, to se8|
that no man on earth goes_to
bed“hungry, cold, wet, or sick.
He will see that 211 men share,
wherever ‘they may lve and
‘whatever they may look like in

physical appearance, the sanfe
privileges,’ the same right to
pursue “happiness 23 he do¢s
imself,” -
In other words, an educated
man-and 2 happy man is ore
who knows that life is ever
changing, but who can face thit
with humor and humility,
he is one who knows that hap-
piness is to be found not in

“gefting Tich,” not in “gettirg
married,”, not in trying to overy ,
take lh'at false rabbit known §s ©
“security,” but-insfead in help-
ing other people while at the
same time searching for knowl- .
edge and truth for himself. |

This involves 1s what somé-
times is. known -as Love—help-
ing 4nd sharing the struggle arid
the fierceness of it, and the
wounds suffered along the way,
with others \"lm bave the same

need,

In the whole %omplexity n!
living, Love in ome element
ihat needn’t change. It s the
one state of mind from whick
a soul can examine every. .
thing else, painfal and plea:
sant, enjoying it or enduring
it, Tooking reality somehow in
the eve, knowing but mot!’
minding the real truth of lite
which is, “this too shall pass”’

I know I speak for your
parents and your teachers and
all of us from the older gen-
erations when I say that we
wish for the 1964 graduating
class—a life more profound,
filled with nore happiness—
than we ever have been able
to achleve for onrselves.

We ask this for you because,
in the most unselfish emotion
possible, we love you and wish
you well. .

onor Chandler
t Concert -

The Livonia High Schools

- Symphony Orchestra dedicated
a portion of its program Satur-
day evening in honor of Paw
M. Chandler.
' Conductor William Savols
designated “Requlem in Our
Time'’ by the contemporary
Finnish composer Eino Rauta-
vanira to honor Chandler's
memory.

Composed In four parts, the
selection is titled Hymnus,
Credo et Dubito tBelief and
Doubt), Dies Irae (Day of
Catastrophe), and Lacrymusa
(’\[ou.mlng). .




