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Three Important Steps
To a Good Enamel Job

Did you ever. find . yourself
wondering what to'do with an
old, but comfortable chair that
looks rather bedraggled? Don't
throw it away! :

Enamel it. .

With Httle more than a can
of quality enamel, you can make
old, tired furniture more stylish
than ever, or give inexpensive, c
unfinished pieces the look of |by a reputable manufacturer is
custom furniture. You can|your assurance of easy applica-
achieve the latest word inition, thorough hiding power,

home fashions.
* There are three Important
steps to be followed in ob:
taining a successful enamel
job. First, you must choose a
quality enamel. Second, you
must prepare the surface prop-
erly, Third, you ‘must apply
the enamel properly.

Only a quality endmel made
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and a colorfast, durable and
carefree finish. To be sure you
get a quality product, consult
your local paint dealer.

Proper sirface preparation in-
volves the condition of the fur-
niture. Wooden furmiture in
good condition simply requires
2 good cleaning with odorless:
paint thinner to remove oil, wax,
or polish. Afterwards, sand
lightly.

This will dull the gloss and
provide a surface to whigh the
new finish can adhere. Be sure
the furniture is clean and dry,
before applying the enamel. If
the wood furniture is in poor
condition, it should be complete-
1§ stripped of its old finish.

Use a good paint remover
and follow the directions
carefully. Be sure that you
are working insa wellvent.
ilated room. Fill any holes or
cracks with plastic wood or
water putty and Iet dry
thoroughly. Finally, sand as
stnooth as possible and apply
an enamel en
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Modern homes have many in-
triguing features, not the least
of which is their identification
by letters. l

Starting at the beginning of
the alphabet, there’s the popu-
lar A-frame. This modernized
version of the ancient Indian
tepee rises from its foundations
in the shape of the letter “A.”
Such placement of wood beams
which form is gained by the
diagonal cpmverge at the roof
apex.

Wood roof decking is ap-
"plied to the beams and over
that, roofing materials, With

this has dried, you are ready

to apply the enamel topcoat,

Unfinished furniture is usual-
ly factory sanded. But it's a
good idea fo sand it lightly be-
fore you apply the enamel
undercoat. If you apply a sec-
ond undercoat, sand lightly be-
tween coats.

To renew wrought iron and
other metal {urniture, clean
thoroughly first. Next, sand
away any traces of rust. Prime
the spots of bare metal with a
quality metal primer such as
zinc chromate. Let the primed
areas dry, then apply the enam-
el. Follow the same procedire
for aluminum furniture.

The final step to a bright
new finish is the proper ap-
plication. Load your brush
generously; flow the enamel
on the surface in long, smooth
strokes with the grain.

Den't reload, cross-stroke.
‘Then, with your nearly dry
brush go over the surface with
the grain, once again using long,
smooth strokes. This method
provides even coverage and
imi any excess which
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might cause runs.

Here are a few additional
hints. Remove hardware, drawer
pulls and metal fittings before-
hand. Those which can't be re-
moved should be covered with
masking tape. If the pulls and
handles are to be enameled it's
easier and more efficient to take
them off and enamel them sep-
arately.

Place chairs and small tables
upside down-on a bench; it's
a more convenient height. Do
the underneath surfaces first,
then put the pieces right side
up and finish. .

Book Collections
Need Special Care

Expensive books and volumes
that need to be specially pro-
tected when being moved to an-
other location should be wrap-
ped individually in plain white
paper and placed on edge in a
sturdy carton, according’ to
packing experts.

Crumpled paper should be
used to fill in corners until the
carton 1s snugly packed,

Workmanship
Important in
Installing Floor

Floor installation specialists
working as consultants to the
Technical Services Committee
of the Maple Flooring Manufac-
turers Association, bave some-
very definite observations to
make concerning floor laying
procedures in today’s modern
buildings.

They emphaslze the: fact
that sound floor installations
are the result of just two
things — quality materials
and efficient workmanship, -
according to MFMA,

The specialists point out that
two fioor installations may look
alike, but one floor lasts a few
years and the other floor lasts
lifetime, The . explanation:
“‘One floor’ was installed right
and the other wasn't.

Poor installation methods are
the biggest cause of floor head-
aches. Building and home own-
ers invest in quality floorings,
but they often minimize the im-
portance of workmanship. Floor
is jon is a job for skilled
labor and for professional su-
pervision.” |

Plastic Hardboard

Popular for Teens

One of the most popular pan-
elings for 2 teen’s room is plas-
tic-surfaced i

)

Alphabet Carries Key
To Plans For Home

outer walls and roof one and
the same, the system is sim-
ple and economical.

Beams and wood decking can
be beautifully finished and ex-
posed on their underside to dec.
orate the interior. By such
means, joint utilization is mide
of the high strength and na-
tural beauty of lumber.
Because of its natural charm,
the A-frame is well adapted to
vacation homes in secluded
woodlands or lakeshore settings.
Further along the alphabet,
we find H-homes,. L-homes,
homes and T-homes, In each in-
stance, the reference is to the
floor plan, with the shape de-
signed for maximum space util-
ization and outdoor living in
privacy.

The H-home is formed by
two parallel wings with a cor-
ridor or enclosed living area
connecting the two. As a rule,
one wing houses living, dining
and kitchen areas and the
other holds sleeping quarters.
The “B” provides two patios
—one on either side of the
corridor  connecting ~ the,
wings. Thus, each patio s sur-
rounded on three sides by the
house.

With either an “L" or “U" de-
sign, main living areas are
oriented away from streets to-
ward an inner courtyard or
l patio secluded in the voriex
of the “L” or “U.” Rooms are
grouped around the patio and
share the outdoor extension.
Such plans are ideal for the in-
clusion of a home swimming
pool. |
The “T" plan is similar to
the “H” in that it provides two
separate outdoor living areas.
Most shomes which follow
the T, L, U, or H patterns,
utilize wood plank-and-beam
construetlon. | -

. The ceiling system of hori-
zontal beams and roof decking
is attractive, functional and as-
sures maximum space utiliza-

tion.

It is also flexible and easy to
add fto, - thus simplifying the
provision of separate wings, as

Trussed Rafters
Important Today

That well-known stand-by of
wood frame construction — the
2x4 — has acquired an impor-
tant modern role. '

1t is 2 key element in wood
trussed rafters — shallow tri-
angles of lumber that clear span
the width of the house at roof
level.

Since the roof needs support
only at the outer house walls,
partitioning can be simplified
for larger rooms and more stor-
age space.

Southern pine 2x4's of the
standard grades can be used
for trussed.rafters without spe-
cial grading.

Wants ads get quick resuits!

o {
Turkey Roost Popularity Discussed

Turkey roosts are what some
architects facetiously call those
cute little gimeracks which are
being used-to break the some-
times stiff lines of the contem-
porary house.

- Actually, these little shadow
frame roof which

and, frankly, a lot of people are
real happy with these decora-
tive additions to their homes.
Western woods lend themselves
ideally to building these addi-
tions.

is the form most of them take, -
add a lot of charm and inter-

est to houses which needed

just that.

Made of small 2x2 pieces with
Decessary lengths of boards,
these small concessions to va-
riety are becoming more and
more popular with the new
home set. You can build them
with an Oriental flavor, or you
can use your own imagination
to get variety.

It looks like the turkey roost |

style of gimerack is here to stay
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comes in easy:to-handle 16"x8’
planks,

Lumber dealers carry the
paneling in 12 colors, which can
be alternated to achieve inter-
esting decorative treatments,

In a girl's room, for instance,
one wall can be done in alter-
nating pink and aqua planks.
Gray with aqua or yellow also
is popular.

Alternating two colors creates
a “barber pole” éffect that is
eye-catching.

Observations, not old age,
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