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‘GOODFELLO
Christmas Customs Revived in Suburbs

WS, ALL:

It is again Chrl
and the air is filled with
Christmas musie and the
suburban community is
decked with red and green
holiday holly and fir trees.

Yet many a suburbanite
in the rush of planning for
the December festivities
fails to take time out to
remind his children of the
way many of our Yuletide
customs began.

Maymie R. Krythe, author of
many books- and articles about
holidays, believes that all Am-
ericans should know more about
how some of our
ing pamrns and celebrations

“Everybody knows,” she sald, -
“that the year’s most joyous
feast” — Christmas cele-
brated on December 25, both
in homes and churches, to ob-
serve the anniversary of
Christ’s birth.”

The . exact date of Christ's

birth is not known; and during
the first two or three centuries

little note,

taken of the anniversary. For
church officials opposed such
celebrations as savoring of pag-
anism. Clement, of Alexandria,
Egypt, mentions the cbservance
of the birth of Jesus by Christ-
jans about 200 A.D. Other
sources state this day was noted
in scattered places on varying
dates.

During the fourth century—
about 350" A.D.—the Bishop of
Rome set December 25 as
Christ's birth date. Western
churches observed this day, but
for some time the Eastern ones
celebrated on January 6.

Some authorities claim that

liv- | the choice of December 25 was

made because it coincided with
that of the Mithraic feast of the
sun god; also that of the Roman
Saturnalia, In addition, the Jews
celebrated their Feast of Chan-
ukah (or Hanukkah) about this
time; and the people of northern
Europe observed their import-
ant winter solstice feast. So it.
appears that old pagan customs
were given new meanings as the
church fathers turned such oc-

Plym

outh Kiwanians

Get Details of
Ypsi Greek Theater

“Blame 1t On The Brandy”
was the subject of Mrs. J.
.Henry Owens' presentation to
the Plymouth Kiwanis Club
mernbers. Mrs. Qwens, current-
Iy on leave of absencs from
teaching at Wayne State Unl-
versity, has been trying to pro-
mote a Greek Theater in Ypsi-
lanti,

It all began for Mrs, Owens
at a dinner party in the spring
of 1863 when she spoke out
rather forcefully of her dreams.
She stated that possibly the
brandy that was served at that
dinner had caused her to speak
out when otherwise she might
have remained silent.

Her ideas were directed
toward the sttempts by many
‘¥psilant! citizens to establish
an identity for their commu-
nity which they could polnt
to with Justifiable pride. As
‘Ypsilant! s ‘a Greek name, {t
seemed appropriate to Mra.
Ovwens to have a Greek Thea-
ter in this communify,

- Greek culture, o her opinion,
Is the best in the world and she
belleves that we have mors lei-
sure time, money and excellent
transportation to enjoy things

culture,

‘This Greek Theater project in
conjunction with a Community
Center would be similar to the
Stratford Theater in Canade,
Wwhich is noted the world over

arranged in Parls, France, The
main purpose of this meeting
was to see if they cowld work
together in harmony.

“We are optimistic about the
success of this undertaking,”
she-said, “there seems to be a
renewal in our buslness come
munity, The growth has been
slow, rough and rugged, but
Ypsilantl is definitely on the
upgrade. What keeps us going?
Determination!”

No, SW,F&.AM.atnpuhuc

held af Eurgka

for its

The initial meeting u( t.he new
Greek Theater group began
with 17 persons who were-inter-
ested In the Ypsilanti commu-
nity. The next meeting was ad-
yertised and about 100 persons
attended.

The group. soon realized
that this ambitions under-
taking would cost an esti-
mated $2,500,000. The mera
mention of a Greek Theater
oaused raised eyebrows from
some citizens, The City Coun-
oll was asked for the mss of
Riverside Park, located in the
middle of the clty, as a site
for the theater,

Mrs, Owens stated that Ypsl-
lantl’s new police station
seemed to be the only notlce-
able improvement In the city
during the last §0 years.

The City Council has initiated
Project 73 In preparation for
the Y¥psilanti Centennial in
1873, This project is attempting
to promote a community of
Greek architecture in.buildings

throughout the city. Harry

Weese of Chicago was chosen
from 17 architects who applied
for this opportunity.

The Theater group decided
that 3 genuine Greek was
needed as their director and
Alexls Solomos of Athens,
Greece, was contacted,

After several long distance
phone calls, a joint meeting be-
tween Harry Weese, Alexis
Solomos and Mrs. Owens was

Masonic Temple, 111 W.
Seven Mils Rd. on December

Cheerleaders
Host Clinic
At Marshall

Cheerleaders at Marshall Jun-
for High School sponsored &
Cheerleading Clinic for the area
junior high schools Saturday.
The guest speakers and demon-
strators were the Eastern Michi-
gan University cheerleaders and
the Bloomfield High School
cheerlesders.

The purpose of the clinic was
twofold. First, it is hoped that
relations between avea cheer-
leaders will be further cement-
ed and secondly, the girls hopa
to gain some new ldeas which

lems.

Marshall Junior High cheer-
leaders are Mary Hirzel and
Carol Williams (co-captains),

Carol Albert!, Lana Bliss,
Linda Bradley, Linda ELa
Casse, Janico and

Linda Zelenak, The reserves
ars Debble Williams and
Diane Van Wye.

The program included a
panel discussion " and some
demonstrations from the guest
squads.

FLOYD BARKELY,

Scoutmnster for the Plym

outh State Home Troop 885 looks on as a Plymouth

State Home scout receive:

institution’s first Court

v

scouts from the home received awards. *{‘

d his award from a visiting

member of troop 758 of Livonia. This was a part of the

of Honor in which fifteen

would help them with old prob-| ]

was| caslons to_ “the adoration of
Christ the Lord.”
Holiday Greenery

Evergreens, symbolic of etern-
a1 life, bave long been used for
decorating at yuletide. Teutonic
peoples believed that ‘certain
greens would frighten evil spir-
its away. The Saxons hung holly,
ivy, rosemary, or laurel in their
homes and ch\m:hea. l‘.n the
great manor houses, walks, pil-
lars, and windows werc adamed
with branches of greens.
bunch of mistletos hung from
the door or the ceiling. Each
time a man stole a kiss under it
be he had to pluck a berry

As early as 1444, greenery
was used on the sireets of Lon-
don ‘as Christmas decorations,
and the custom grew through
the years. Holly has long been a
favorite holiday green. There
are several legends connected
with it One is that Christ's
crown of thorns was made of
holly. Some say the idea of mak-
ing Christmas holly wreaths
came from His crown, as the
berrles  resembled drops of
blood. Todzy holly wreaths, with
g green leaves

among our most distm:hve h.oli-
day

Tho Yu]a Log

‘There was & gay ceremony
when several men and boys
dngged in the yule log. Some
say this custom originated in
the bonfires at the time of, the
winter solstico feast. Often the
log was selected months before-
hand and stored for drylng.

After the men had carefully
placed n in the great fireplace,
it was set afire by the brand
saved from the log.of the prev-
fous year. The ashes, also, were
preserved, to protect the home
from storms, thunder, ‘and
lightning. These remains—many
thought — could heal wounds,
and make animals and fields
fertile.

On Chrlstmas Eve children
were allowed to stay up until
midnight. All members of ‘the
family and the servanis sat
around as' the flames from ‘the
yuls log rose higher and hlgher
They believed that this fire
“would burn out old wrongs and
heart burnings, and cause |the
liquor in the wassail bowl that
was quaffed to down ancient
feuds and animosities.” And in
many English homes there jwas

a huge Christmas candle,

was lighted éach of the twelve
Tholiday evenings.
Carols and

Carol

Caroling was a popular past-
time in England, where it is sald
to have come into common use
after the Norman Conquest. Var-
jous religious carols composed
in other lands were sung, snd
Englishmen_produced some af
our most beloved carols, includ-
ing “Hark, the Herald Angels
Sing” “Joy to the World,”
A |“Angels from the Realms ot
Glory,” and the secular ones,
such as “God Rest Ye Merry,
Gentlemen,” “Deck the Halls”

caroling is well described by W.
E. Duncan in his book, Carols:
“On Christmas Eve, coun- ’
the night tramplng the ice-
try carol singers spent half
bound ways and frosty wood-
lands, now and anon striking
up !helr old m:!od!e.s, which
sang of the heavenly birth and
earth's substantial comforts
and joys with impartfal mix-
ture. A fine hearty welcome
grested them st the houses
and farmsteads, whose ocenp-
ants sat up in jmpatient antl
cipation ..
sr, Nicholas or Santa Claus

added to the joy experienced by
children at Christmas, Since an-
cient times the presents have
been accounted for ous
ways. As the Thres Kings car-
ried rich gifts to the chrht
Child at

the window. Later, the bankers
of Lombardy used the three
bags, or balls, 25 signs over their
places of business. As they lent

that tho saint had come to thelr
homes the preceding evening,
dressed in his red bishop’s robe
and riding a white horse to in-
quire abont. their behavior dur
ing the past year. If he received
satisfactory reports,. he re-
turned the next day in full reg-

presents to the delighted child-
ren.

‘The Dutch who settled in New
Amsterdam brought with them
the idea that St. Nicholas was
the gift giver. On his feast day
they had a parade in which the
saint’s image was carrfed; and
their -boys and girls recelved
presents at that time.

However, with teh change to
English rule, and the arrival of
many people from Englard in
the colony of New York, the two
holidays, December 6 and 25
gradually merged. Through the
Dutch influence St. Nicholas, or
lost his lean look;

ous it from St

Nicholas,” by Dr. Clement C.
Moore appeared. A noted car-
toumst, Thomu Nast, a German

boys and girls were told fa m
outt thelr shoes for Balthasar to
as the Magi rode toward
Jerusalem. Italy has a.female
Santa Claus, Befana; Denmark,
& gnome, Jule-Nissen; in some
places the children believe the
Christ Child brought their glfts,
while in England Father Christ-
mas greets the youngsters in the
big department stores.
However, the idea developed
rather early in northern
pean lands that St. Nicholas, the
patron of children and young
people, was the source of holi-
day giving.
person, a bishop who lived in
Asla Minor during the fourth
century. He was famous for his
generosity, and the story of his
furnishing money for the dow-
rles of three Italian sisters be-
came well known. Each time he
had thrown a bag of money in

He was an actual | fund

first deplcted Santa

Claus with & sleigh and reindeer

on a visit to give presents 10 the

soldiers during the Civil War.
The Goodfellows

In Southeastern Michigan the
Goodfellows, one-time newsboys
who have “made good” in busi-
ness, indusiry, education and
civic affairs, work together to
make sure every needy child has
a mom enjoyable Christmas.

In Livonis, this has been a
practice for more than a quarter
of a century. Anyone who don-
ates- money to the Goodfellow
not only helps thess com-
munity Santa Clauses, but Is
himself & direct egent of Santa
Claus.

So, Livonians, dig deep into
that pocketbook or handbag and
let's all make sure therell be no
child in suburbla whp doesn't
have & happy Christmas,

1Don’t Driﬁk

“If yow're tempted to lave
that one for the road . .. take it
at the end of the road,” Sec-
reary of State James M. Hare
sald in warning holiday drink-
ers that they could end up in
jafl i they are convicted of
drunk driving.

Hare Issued his warning as
chairman of the Michigan State
Safety Commission.

He 5ald that convictions for
drunken driving were up 14
percent over the first| 11
months of 1963 from 5.068 to
5,833, already some 400 more

and Drive, Hare
Cautions Holiday Motorists

of 1963,

“More and more communlty
enforcement officials are get-
ting tough on drunk drivers, es-
pecially during the holiday sea-
son,”. Hare said. “A few exira
drinks are not worth having to
spend an overnight stay in the
local jail, It sure can epoil an
otherwise happy Christmas sea-
son.”

Hare had several suggestion
for the holiday revelers.

“I've alrendy mentloned one

+ « . do your drinking whe
you get home,

than were counted during all

+“Also, many pariles are

CHRISTMAS VACATION finds Thurston High
School alumni visiﬁdg classrooms, Future teachers
from the class of '62 yisiting with Assistant Principal
Jack Harms (second from left) are Art Mitzner, West-

Western State. .

ern State; Viola Hill, Wayne State; and Gayle Woloch,

Jack Reault, 14238 Loveland,
hag been named president of the
Kimberly Oaks Clvie Assocla-
tion in Livonia. He will serve
with Ed Routzahn, 33053 Gren-

¥inada, new vice-president of the

group. :

Other mewly elected officers
are Ron Eschenburg, 33103 Mid-
dleboro, tredsurer; Ada Nowak,
14881 Blackburn, recording sec-
retary; and Donca Maccox,

Members of the Board of
Trustees are Dick Flelds, ‘chair-
man, §2338 Barkley; Doug
Kalght, 32521 Lyndon; Harold
Richter, 32711 Barkley; Jos Mo
Nemes, 32028 Martin; Ralph

3 32224 Allen, corresponding sec- |
7§ |retary.

Kimberljr Oaks Names

Association Officers

Havenstein, 32557 Barkley; end
Hank Rabmel, 32714.Oakley.

Membership chalrman is Leo
Baird, 33061 Middleboro; Elton
Closser,” 32190 Allen, 15 pub-
licity chalrman; and Bonnle
Blerbower, 14210 Lovelmd is
soclal chairman.

now being held withons any

elcohollo . boverages merved.

And more and more persons
from

drinking
when they lu" 1o drive their

Anoﬂl:r Hare
s21d, s the "sober m for the
road” concept. “The idea here
is having parties but inviting a
non-drinker for every group of
four er five persons who drink.
When the party Is over, the
non-drinker drives the others
home.”

Hare sald this cancept has

For a Fast-Action
Want-Ad
Call
GA 2-0900

Listed Below
Are .
OBSERVER
NEWSPAPER
Dealers

LIVONIA:
Masons Market
14162 Formington Rood
Middle. B Drugs '
29400 Joy
Buhry

Roa Drugt
33525 5 Mnl- Rwd
Showerman's
arty Store
31540 5 Mile Road
West Point Super Mkt.
33308 7 Mile Road

Yale Drug
35315 Plymouth Roed
Asher & Smith Drugs
33326 7 Mile Road

Bal Lynn Party Store
13950 rX.nimur:nyad
.B & B Drugs
28287 'Plymouth Road
- Beck Drugs
28460 Joy Rood
Cunningham's Drug
‘Wonderland Canter
Cunningham's Drag
33251 Plymouth Road
Den 's Towa & Country
2p22! Mile Road .
Drug Fair
Seheolcraft at Inkster
Drugland Drugs
29493 W, 7 Mile Road

38001 Ann A'bur Road
n Drugs '

33515 Flymaurh Road
ward Drugs

s
15210 Middlabelt Road
Montgomery Wards
Wonderland Center
uik Pik
36274 Five Mlls Road
REDFORD:
Bodker Dairy
25440 S Mile Road.
Cook Pharmacy
25958 W. 6 Mila Road

Electrical -

BILL AUTRY
Electrical Contractor

lation o your home.
“1¢ it's made of canvas
‘We Make It”
FOX TENT & AWNING CO.
624 §. Main, Ann Arbor

ACCOUNTING uaran
BOO}ECIEEE%G KE 2-1835
M R
°a‘“w‘z&%o Pre‘piredq BILL BOLLIN
UNTIN Electrical Contractor
SERVICE - - o o, Ind., Right
4255563 R!)zsnllack::mkeummb’&
A — Anytims, Anywhars
Awnings GA 50030
CANVAS o ALY Excavating
FIBERGLASS AWNINGS
Let us estimate an iastal- Jim French

Sand, gravel and top soll. Bull
dozing. Septle tanks. Loading
and grading, footings, trenching
water lines, sewers and back
hoe. GL 3-3505. Dial operator

COMPLETE home maintenance
and repairs from basement to
roof tops imside or out. Free
estimates. KE 42266,

No 59126 ask for Mobil operator, ask for
o C——————
Emllenq_ & Fences "
~ «
MODERNIZATION, atties md || WAYNE FENCE &
garages, Licensed mntmctor C. SUPPLY CO.
Nettles, GA 7-2848.

THE FINEST IN FENCE$
ALL TYPES

FREE ESTIMATES
KE 7-0220 427-8400

Recreation Rooms
KITCHENS, CABINETS Etc,

NO SALESMAN
GA 1-5435 Floor Lm& Sundmg Co.
0!4 und N" WGrk
GA 2-3530
JING EXPERTS

Floor Services

1

" QUALITY FOR LESS
Additions, Kitchens, Atties,
Rec, Rooms, Siding, Baths,
Free Estimates. No Money
Down.

MARS BLDG. CO. 5382668
No Selesman Call any time

1I's Pharmacy -

25722 Schooleraft Road
Gay Drugs

24401 Vlymnu!ll Road

Gayror Drugs

25010 W. 6 Mile Road

Grand Beech Drug
25786 Grand River

y Drug

Hillerast Drngs
23751 Schooleraft Rood
Monarch Market
25842 Schoolcraft Road
M.R.A, Super Mcrkﬂ
27116 Schoaleraft Rood
Redford Towa Hall
26095 Beech Rosd

“proven out well” in Norway
which has an ‘extremely low
rate of fatalities accountable to

drinking drivers.

“Michigan lBW provides thai
21l drivers convicted of druuk
driving have thelr lcenses
suspended no maifer how
many polnts they may happen
to have on thelr records”
Haro stated,

“First offenders dre su-
pended for 80 days and hablt-
ual or repeating drinking driv-
ers can lose thelr driving privi-
leges for two years.

“I's not worth risking. your
driving privilege or to jeopard-
ize your e and the lives
your loved ones just for a few
holiday _drinks,” .Hare sald.
“Don't drink and drive.”

Twp. Women
Named to Lead
. .

Campfire Girls

A new volunteer group of
leaders for Camp Fire Girls
and Blue Birds has just been
completed. Four Wednesday
night sessions in program train-
ing were held in the Madison
School, Livonla, at the conclu-
slon of which an cutdoor -day
was held Tuesday, November 17,

‘The women from the Redford
area who partielpated in Blue
Bird traiping were: Mre. Dor-
othy Dunne, MacArthur Ave-
nue; Mrs. Shirley Atkinson,
Student Avenue; Mrs. Mary
Michael, Pomona Avenue; and
Mrs. Barbara Krebs, Norborne

Avenue.

May ali men be blessed by
the just and lasting peace
that was the joyous promise
of that' first Christmas,

Grand River at Inkster

APPOLO
POOL INC.

26058 w. 6 Mile Road
NORTHVILLE:
Northville Market

19084 Nerthville Road
Time Party Siore
567 E, Sevan Mile
PLYMOUTH:

Biil's Market
584 Starkweathar

Market

o1 rug
318 S. Main Street,
on's Marke?

's
17071 Northville Rood
Goodale's Market

's Party Store
39420 ¢ eelrnh"y

GARDEN CITY;
Dodson’s Party Store
27405 Joy Road
Lyndon Drugs
8240 Mertriman Rood

FARMINGTON:

23306 Farmington
el Aire Drug
24089 Orchard Loke Rd.-
Bill's Markat :
nn Drchard Leke R4, -
Book Comar.
33173 Grend River
Brenner's Market
24233 Orchard Loke Rd, -

32940 Middlobelt '

al
30444 8 Mile Road
John's Pharmacy
31511 13 Mile Rood
Mayfair Market
33096 Northwastar
Plk

u!

32330 Geand R
Smith Ronll
27703 Eght Mile Road

rty Store -

's Drugs
14000 Telsg aph Road COMPLETE )
rugs
s REMODELING
26 :Fs ymouth Road "GL 37508

MOST BEAUTIFUL kitchens
and baths, guaranteed at rea-
sonable prices. Formica and
wood cabinets, counter tops and

KURT'S FLOCR SERVICE
Dustless Floor Sanding
Fabulon - Varnish - Wax
Custom Stained Floors
Insured —— Work Guaraniced
Reasonable

KE 7-9157

LE0'S CARPET &
UPHOLSTERED CLEANER
Winter Speclals
Up to 25 sq. yds. §1#
FAST SERVICB
GUARANTEED WORK
FREE ESTIMATES

CR 6.0262°

specialty cabinets. Prce estl-
mates, Call for the
“Modern Cabinets.” GR &IBN.

D ——
Furnace Cleaning

CARPENTER
NO JOB TOO SMALL
FREE ESTIMATES
WORE GUARANTEED

GR 6-1179

POWER CLEANING wif Mg
truck. Special now $9.931 Call
Accredited Heating and Cooling
Co. Daytime LU 48174 BEve-
nings GA 7-4518.

TR
Janitorial Service

CUSTOM MADR
HLUMINUM AWNINGS
PATIO COVERS
SIDING - WINDOWS
DOORS - GUTTERS

Insurance Repairs

GA .2.9124

Janltorial and Building
. Maintenance
Bonded and Insured
LOUIS PALMFRI
421-2045

Mr. Clean  °*
Janilg;ig Service
Fh
Homes, ‘(’)ﬂices. Wmd.

KIEFER cabinets, fine wooll-
work, formica cabinets and tops,
builtins, furniture. Also com-
mércial work, bars, counters,
desks, 726-1378.

L

Building &
Remodeling

Landscapmg &
Gardeni .
_
TOP 8OIL, Gravel, HR! Dht.
Fill Band, 427-8464,
GRAVEL — SAND
TOP SOIL
AL ARDIS GA 1-1335

CARPENTER . WORK, panel-
ling recreation rooms, tile and
formica tops, ltchens, elec-
trical wiring, Cail.Don,

6 pm,, 4278247

Recreatlon Rooms, Panelling,
Celltng & Floor Tils, Attl
Rooms, Elichens, Baibs, Any
Job, Large or Small,
MY PARTNER AND I
DO GOOD WORK
. REASONABLE AND
DO THE ENTIRE 'JOB.

Jack Hefner
Days — Eves.
LO 3-9464 — PA 2.3668

<

Road Gravel, Fill
Top Soll, Broken Sidewalks
GArfeld 14484

MERION BLUE
Sod No. 1 on Peat.. ‘s'k!d

GA 5.4581

Dressmeking.

ALTERATIONS -~ Men's or!
women's clothes.
remodeled, 15880 Parklane,
Plymouth. GL 8-2203,

SEWING, alterations, draperies,
doll clothes, doll repairing,
aprons, afghans, Good-workman-
ship, reasonable rates. GA
71003, - .

Also fur coats|.

' . FIREPLACE WOOD
Snow Plowing - Sand - Gravel
Cor. 12 Mile - Halsted.
GB 4-3959

CRUSHED STONE
ROAD GRAVEL
STRAW '_ CINDERS
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY
GA 1-8800

EXPERT alterations at reason-
:31[- prices. Plck-up with a two-

o radius of
Five Mils. GA 1-8270.

CLASSIFIED ADS
GET RESULTS




