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Christmas Season Discussed By Clergymen

During the past many, many
words have been written about
Christmas and its meaning.
Awo statements came into The
Observer during the past week
which sum up the spirit and
meaning of the season. Because
of this they ere herewith re-
printed.

The first comes from the
Metropolitan Detroit  Couneil
of Churches and reads as fol-
lows:

“Christmas comes again to
chasten us in our misdoings,
to comfort us in our affliction,

(o cheer us in our despair and
to challenge us to nobler living,

Season finds the world in rest-
less revolution and our nation
torn asunder from within.

“Since Christmas invarl-
ably weaves a magic spell,
bringing ont the best in most
sincere people, it is our heart-
felt prager. that this year's
observance will bind up the
wounds of humanity, over-
come hatred with love, bring
consolation to the grief-
stricken and shed its glorions

As in-several recent years, the\

tht unto the dark places of
Hfe.

““Inasmuch as our nation is
rent with strife over mankind's
rightful clamor for equal op-
portunity for all persons, wa
pray that Christmes will melt
the long-gathered deposits of
discrimination ahd mark a gl
gantic stride ahead on the path-
way to full human rights. May
the observance of the birthday
of our Lord who taught us to
love all men, even our enemies,
teach us anew—even when we

fight life's battles—to do it with

good will. In the struggle for
human dignity for |all, the
churches hnvedm mescnpab!e

Pastor’s Union
Elects Officers

The Pastors’ Union of De-
troit held its annual election’of

masks under the guise of
Christmas cheer is a sin and

all who hear

“Christmas 18 a !m:red and
joyous time of year ‘and de.
serves to be nyproprlntely
celebrated.

“We, therefore, urgenuy call
upon the citizens of the area to
'make sure that Christmas ob-
servances in homes and various
social groups be in keeping
with the central meaning of the
Season. The unrestrained de-

bauchery which sometimes
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officers this morning at a meet
ing at Bethel United Church

or read these words to remen-
ber the ‘stranger within the

| Obltuar:e:

Clark Slst V|o||n|s’r
Dies At Age of 28

gates” There are_thousands of
ntemahonn! students in our

state, and other folks who may
I:e lonely, who would welcome

Christmas spent within a
happy Christian home.

“Above all—we express the
hope that everyone will make
Christmas the occasion for
the worship of the Christ of
Cbristmas and for prayers
that oar nation might be uni-
ted in true brotherly love and
the nations of the world
might be boand together In &
just and durable peace.”

The Catholic weekly mage-
zine “America” which is edited
by the Jesuits stated in its in-
troduction:

“Since the world is wide and
there are so many people in it,
a few special mentions are in
order. The Man Who Has Ev-
erything doesn’t much need
our, greeting. Millions of others

do.

“It, in a unique way,’ Christ-
mas s for children, it Is also
for the poor and the suffer-
ing, for tho brothers and sis-
ters of the poor and smffer-
ing Christ. So, ahead of all
others, we greet the poor—the
down-and-out, ‘the anguished
poor: those who won't get a
single Christmas card'or be
able to afford a Christmas
dinner, those whose relief
checks were used up before
Christmas Eve, those who
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owe big bills to doctors and
spend Christmas wondering
how to.pay them, or who sit
cheerless and alone on Christ-
mas in chilly rented rooms,
thinking of befter times and
remembering the faces of
those who are dead.

*Then, too, we greet all who
are down on their luck and on
their nerve, who have lost faith
and - hope, who drift through
the streets at Christmas, pan-
‘handling for a few drinks, who
haven't any place to go and
wouldn’t be let in if they had.
And a special greeting goes to
those who spend the Day when
He was born cursing the day
when they were born. Christ be
with them.

“On Christmas we are close
to one -another. So, greetings
and love to the poor of Africa,
Indla, Latin America, the So-
viet Union, China, Europe, the
whole globe. To the poor in
Harlem, the South Side of Chi-
cago, the slums of a hundred
big cities here and abroad-
Christ be with you on Christ-
mas Da;

“The sick, hungry, lonesome,

of Christ, West Grand Boule
vard.

Elected as Presiﬂenz wag
Rev. John W. Barkley, Pas-
tor of Calvary Methodist
Charch; First Vice President
is Rev. David B. Lowry,
Stated Clerk of the Presby-
tery of Detroit; Second Vice
President Is Rev, H. R, Stu-
art,, Riverside United
Church of Windsor, and Pres-
ident of the Windsor and
District Council of Churches;
Secretary is Rev. Merrill Jen-
sen, First Baptist Church of
Detrolt In Southfield; and
Treasurer is Rev. Kenneth
Ferguson of Christ Lutheran
Church,

The Rev. John M. Exum, Car-
ter Mch’opohtm CMLE. Church,
was elected Pr Chairman,
Members elected to the Pro-
gram Committee included: Rev.
Lawrence R. Taylor, Trinity
Evangelical United , Brethren
Church; Rev. Herbert Myers,
st. David's Episcopal Church,
Southtield; Rev. Gens Chiavet-
ta, Northwestern Christian
Church; and Rev. Fulton O.
Bradley, of Tabernacle Baptist
Chureh, .

Discussion Group
Meets Weekly at
Unitarian Church

What to tell children about
Santa Claus is coming in for
hard scrutiny this Christmas
season by the ethical discussion
group of the Universalist-Uni-
tarian Church "of Farmington.

The group, meeting each
Sunday at 11 am. following
the 10 am. service at the
church, has’ been going into
the ocauses, consequences and
ethical values of fostering the
Santa Claus story.

Led by Robert Nelson of
Farmington, the discussion
group uses a unique method of
considering points. One mem-
ber of the group puts forward
all his ideas on a given‘suhje:l.
others question him with an
aim to understand his view
rather than challenge it.

In the future, ‘the gromp
plans to take up causes, con-
sequences and ethical values
of. insincers promises, being
tactful, spylng, government

disturbed, and aban-
doned—all those with big holes
in their soles, and bigger holes
in their hearts: we send you,
not just these cliches of verbal
blessing, but the love of Christ.

“Compelled by that love,
what are we doing fo prove
we are really your brothers
in Christ? What are we go-

ing to do to prove it, aif
‘throngh 19652"

More than 110,000 Americans
pow have active TB. Another

500,000 are considered to be at
“lngh risk” of becoming active.
Support the TB and Health
Society's Christmas Seal fight
against tuberculosis and other

advertising, careless repori-
tng, perjury, conformity,
sugar coating and false mod-
esty.

Also meeting each week at
the church is a discussion group
considering current affairs, led
by John Millhone of Farming-
ton, and on alternate Sundays
2 music listening group hears
records with y |Life

A talented young Livonia
musician died last week in St.
Mary's Hospital of arterio
selerotic heart disease.

Violinist Clark Sist, a mem-
ber of the Detroit Symphony
Orchestra, passed away Tues-
day evening.

Sist, age 28, had lived in
Royal Oak from 1951 to 1961
and was graduated from Royal
Oazk High School in 1954

A member of the Detroit Sym-
phony since October, 1955, he

CLARK SIST

was described by G. Bruce
Feighner, principal of Royal
0ak Dondero High School, as
the most talented violinist in
the system in years.

The father of four children,
Arno, Sean, Kevin and Lisa,
Mr. Slst and his wile, the

Me Carson, re-
dded at 14542 Stonehouse,
Livonia.

Besides his wife and chil-
dren, he is survivéd by his
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Angelo
(Do!ores) Sist, 2003 McDozald,

Royal Oak; a sister, Mrs. Rob-
ert (Deamm) Vettraino, 1833
Boulan, Troy; a brother, Alan

ai the McDonald address; and

his grandparents, Mr, and Mrs.
Joseph S. Michelin of Samu,
Ont, He wa: born Sept. 24, 1936,
in_Detroif

‘While sﬁll in high school,
Clark Sist had played with the
South Oakland Symphony Or-
chestra. Ho studied with the

late Henri Nosco, “My husband
felt he was very talented,” said
Mrs. Nosco. “He had Clark solo
with the orchestra (South Oak-
land).

“He was very young when he
joined the Detreit Symphony.
Clark was no struggling musk.
cian He was there. He had

formed his own string
znd had been featured at The
Raven. Clark was a very tal-
ented boy with a geat dcal of
initiative in music.”

Howard Harrington, Eeneral
manager of the Detroit Sym-
phony, called the musician’s
death “a real tragedy. A young
man with a great deal of talent
... 1t’s hard to d, his
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life snuffed out”

Donald Davidson of Farming-
ton.

On Sunday, Dec. 27, Minister
Robert M. Eddy wilt give the
final talk in a three-part series
on “The Christian Myth.” Sun-
day’s topic for the 10 am. serv-

respiratory diseases.

ice will be “Salvation.”

bishop of Detroit, came to

to bless the new St. Gerald’s Roman Catholic Church

on Farmington Road. He

Alphonse O’Hagen,

Gerald’s, the Rev. James

June, 1984 the parish numbers 375 families. (Photo

by Utykanski)

THE MOST REV. JOHN F. DEARDEN, Arch-

Farmington last Sahuday
is assisted by the Rev.

a Redemptorist Father. Fr.
O'Hagen is an uncle of the founding pastor of St

P. O'Hagen. Founded in
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said the
office is very upset. “It's bad to
get into rehearsal. In an organi-
zation like this, all members are
very close; losing one is like
losing 2 member of your own
family.” H

A rosary was at the William
Sullivan and Son  Funeral
Home, 705 West Eleven:iile,
Royal Oak.

Prayers "at § am. Friday at
the funeral home were followed
by a requiem mass at 9:30 a.m.
in the Shrine of the Little
Flower, Royal Oak. Interment
was in Holy Sepulchre Ceme-
tery.
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Evans Names
VP; Forms ‘
New Division

PORTLAND, Ore. — G.
“Pete” Oldham has been elect-
ed vice president ‘of Evans
Products Company and general
manager of the’ ‘company’s
Building Materials Division.

Amouncing Oldham’s elec-
tion, Monford A. Orloff, chair-
man of the board, noted  that
he brings a wide and varied
experience in the building ma-
terials field to the Portland
ased firm,

Oldham, who is 52, was. vice
president for marketmg of the
Barrett Division of Allied
Chemical Corporation, 2 manu-

om |facturer of building materials,

from 1859 to 1963, with officey
in New York City. ef

Oldham, who resides at
Riverside, Conn., will assume
his new duties in Portland ov

January 2.
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