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By JUDITH BERNE

Land use Is possibly the mostim-

portant segment of the_ecological -

2° Ob‘sFJnfe?mhsﬁapéfg“saw pLA LT
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—gircle which surrounds us taday.
While conservationists have been

shouting - about—~preserving~ forasts™
and wild iife, boating and-.fishing. ..

enthusiasts complaining about the

quality of the waters and all of us

who breathe criticizing the character

of the alr, the key to it all - land use-~-
has largely continued unchecked.
—if-the-land-is-abused-those-inter.

ested in ecology are not served,”

.agcording to Fred Doner, a member ~

of the board of the Citizens Council
for Land Use Research and Educa-

" tion (CLURE). The Citizens Council = -

Is currently questioning the pro-
posed -extension of Northwestern

Highway and has.called-for a-haitin-- -~ =

land acquisition until a proper envi-
ronmental impact statement—has
been filed by the State Highway
Commisslon.

“PROPER LAND USE controls
- the guality of land and water, the
uaﬂy of the alr, topography and
e growth of flora and fauna. Ob-
vlously. if an expressway covers 100
acres of land then it is no longer
ecologically sound,” Doner sald.
Doner, a resldent -of Frankiin,
recently- headed a successful drive
by “Misslon Possible"— a group of

“Franklin” resldents—=to—get- citizen - -
--authorizationto buy- four acres- of. -

land in the center of the village
. whlch was slated for development,

By the required two-thirds major-"

ity plus 12 votes, 900 Franklin citi-

zens voted to pass the ballot pro-

o

T THE CHARM OF FRANKLIN VILLAGE is widely appredlated by those ' '%" .
who live there as well as those who come from surrounding towns. {Evert :
photo)

posal which ‘would mean an In-
crease in taxes for all Franklln prop-
erty owners. '

‘The -acreage, & sort of village -
green, is composed of a-large hilt -~

which in winter is covered by sleds
and In summer the romping play of
small children. There is a ball field
and a naturally wooded area. An
historic house, the Hunter's Whip,
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built in 1838, Is also on the site. '
“While no one knew exactly what
would be built there, some people

- had-seen plans-for--condominiums-
at one point -a super-
market was proposed in place of the -

“on the “hill;
Hunter's Whip,” Doner reported.

Recently  the ~ Franklin “Village = -

Council purchased the major por-
tion of the land from owner George

Wellington Smith and Is* optimistic
" about buying the rest.
/

“UNTIL RECENTLY the ordinary
citizen tooked no further than his
backyard fence,” Doner believes.
“Improper land use Is caused by

unrestrained developers, unrespon-
“slve city government and uncon-
- -cerned private citizens.

“And the laws have not helped
One law requiraes notification of new

‘bullding to owners who live within
—-300~feet —of "theproperty.—Sophis-

ticated planners as weli as neigh-

. boring citizens know that the Impact
---of.a-structure. extends .far._beyond” -

300 fest, often for miles.”
Doner points out that the recent
defeats of the proposed Taubman

shopping center in both Farmington’

and West Bloomfield were cases
where citizens fully realized the tre-
mendous Impact such a center

would have upon their cities. "It fur-
ther shows that citizens dedicated to
responsible planning can make a

-.--difference..— ...
“If we can have responsible plan- -

ning in the suburbs, it may force the
developers back into the cities
‘where new building is needed,"” Do-
ner continued. “A beautiful Taub-
man shopping center would be of
. tremendous benefit to the clly of
Detroit.

“When Southfield was built, it

~~helped cripple the city of Detroit. -

Both SEMCOG {Southeast Michigan

Council of Governments) and the

Oakland County Planning Commis-

-slon have reported-that massive de- -
velopment further out would cripple
_ both Detroit and Southfield.

“There is a 15 per cent rate of
unoccupied offlce space in South-
field now,” the CLURE board mem-

___ber_continuad. “More bullding_such_.

as along a proposed expansion of
Northwestern Highway is absolutely
unwarranted. if there's such as thing
as planned obsolescence, that's it.”.

THE CITIZENS COUNCIL be-
lieves .that our present tax system
rewards unrestralned development
by giving tax incentives to those who ~
invest. In addition the tax burden for
people living near areas being de-




