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Oakland Leads The Horse Exploswn

By MARTHA MAHAN

Michigan's horse popu-
lation is expected to more
than double by 1885 as more
and more’ families buy
horses for ‘pleasure riding
and for showing. And Oakg

lnnd County is leading the \

Oakland now counts more
than 12,800 mounts, and the
number is *‘growing fantasti-
cally,” according to Bill Mul-
ler of the Cooperative Exten-
sion Service.

Muller credits affluence
with sparking and maintain-
ing the trend, as familles
move out of cities to five and
10 acres suburban plots.

More leisure time and an

emphasis on family togeth- °

emess also are seen as en-
couraging the interest in
horsemanship,

“There’s an appreciation of
beauty, toc,” Muller said.
“The horse:is a noble ani-
mal. Folks look at their nice
home in the country and de-
cide that a fence and pad-
dock really will set it off."

Country living also brings
riders close to where feed is
produced, Muller pointed out,
and southern Oakland County
is a surplus feed area, .

“Horse . associations
haven't been idle, either,” he
said, “They've been out pro-
moting their:own b) and
competing at horse shows."”

A recent five-meeting
in-depth seminar sponsored
by the extension service had
an average attendance of 200
horse enthusiasts, Muller
said.

A hurried twoday survey
taken :@twa year ago when
an illness>was sweeping the
horse population gave this
count in the surrounding
area:

Farmington, 1,200 horses;

Southfield, 300; Novi, more half.

than ;  Troy, 250;
Bloomfield, 150, and West
Bloomfield, 600.

Because the count was tak-
en so rapidly, Muller figures
it touched only about 80 per
cent of the actual figure.
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ROSE MARY VAN METER takes off for a

(Evert photo)

Previous Department of
Agriculture censuses prima-
rily covered farms, Muller
said, and no full cdunt ever
had been attempted before
last year's hurried effort.

Outside of banning inter-
ference with traffic, few if
any communities place re-
strictions on horseback rid-
ing. The Livonia City Council
back in 1967 considered pro-
hibiting riding on mile and_
mile roads and concrete
paved streets, but tabled the
proposal.

Police departments de-
scribe their biggest| problem
as having to round up horses
which break ont and run
loose.

canter from 1he Wilbur Steinke boarding
stable on Powers Rcad in Farmington Hills.

Affluence is nearly a re-
quisite to the hose as a hob-
by.

Besides the animal's cost,
gear and upkeep run high.

Walter Carroll, who has
bred Justin Morgans for the
past 22 years at his farm on
Nine Mile between Drake
and Halstead, in Farmington,
gives this rundown on costs:

*Board $50 to $100 per
month and self-feeding about
$25 to $30 monthly;

« Veterinary charges
about $30, exclusive of ill-
ness, to immunize, worm
twice a year and float (file)
teeth;

+ Resetting (tnmmmg)
hooves every six weeks to
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two months at a cost of 5!.2
to $15 and reshoeing every
six months at a charge of $12
to $22.

‘The average saddle costs
$75 to $400, Carroll said. A
plain work harness comes to
about $150 and a fine harnas
about $450.

Halters run $10 and bndles
from $15 to $50.

Cosl of the horse itself can

be anywhere frvm $150 t the
tho .

A “not y hofse -
minded family gwhg into a
Kkid’s yen for a.mount kikely
will spend about $250, Carroil
estimated.

But let the kid becom ex-

pert and enthused, and: that
family is “hooked.”

“A child will outgrow that
horse very soon and, as his
ability grows and his interest
in competing, the family is
almost forced to buy a horse
of better quality,” said Mrs.
Charles (Skip) Boyer. ‘who
operates a boarding farm in

4 Novi.

From horses costing ; $500
to $1,000, the enthusiast.may
go to a well trained Morgan
at $2,000 to $5,000, an Ara-
bian “even higher" in cost or
a saddle bred “‘even more.”

Older kids generally are
satisfied with a purebred
quarter horse costing $1,000
and up. :

Mrs. Boyer, who devotes
wmuch of her time to young
riders, said the hobby at-
tracts “a large number of
kids up through age 14." .

“Then they drop out and
come back when they're
about 20,” she said.

“The Morgan Club is get-
ting a real large number up
to age 30, and more - and
more _ are becoming ‘inter-
ested,” she said. “The 30 and
under mostly are riders and

the over 30 breeders,” she |gted

said,

Interest is spurred through
competition.

So-called “pony farms” for
young: riders conduct equita-
tion contests where entrants
are judged on their .riding

-timed events.

‘the’ impact it must have on

Affluence, Suburban Growth Make It F amlly F un

ability and skill in handlmg

the horse.

Older: competition includes
riding ability, a horse’s con-
formation to breed, perform-
ance, game contests and

“We went to a horse show
at Ortonville a couple of
weeks ago, and thare were
well over 500 persons there,”
Mrs. Boyer said. “And that
just a little

“Until we got into it, I nev-
er would have believed the
size of the horse industry and

the economy,” Mrs. Boyer
said.

“Everywhere you go, you
can always find a horse show
somewhere nearby.”

Apprentice
Information
Available

An informational program
entitled “All About Appren-
ticeship” has been scheduled
by Schoolcraft College for 6
p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 2.

" The hour-long program will
be conducted by Richard G.
Holmes, director of tech-
nology. Ronald J. Monfette,
past director of apprentice-
ship for the college will be
the main speaker.

It is for employers, em-
ployees and returning veter-
ans who have an interest in
the-industrial apprenticeship
program offered by School-
craft,

Schooleraft has about 350
apprentices enrolled in its re-
instruction program.
The college serves over 300
design, manufactiring and

Bring your car in for a tune-up. In no time at aII
we'll put backthe pep and power

thatyour car used to have.
And since we use Delco
parts in our tune-ups, your
car will stay peppy and
powerful for a long time.
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A-1 TUNE-UP CENTER
19200 GREENFIELD
N. of 7 Mile
Detroit, Mich.

31320

other service -oriented com-
panies, 120 of which are lo-
cated within the college dis-
trict. Related- instruction is
offered in 23 different oc-
cupational trades.

2 COMPLETE -ON AMERICAN CAR:
PRIGE INCLUDES ALL PARTS AND LABOR
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A-1 TUNE-UP CENTER
7531 W. McNICHOLS
Blks. W. of Livernois
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Your new furniturs amived and the prob-
ler now is o find someone who can use
what you no longer need? Let a low cost
Observer Classified Want Ad find that
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Here's your DRC Winning Comblnation now thru Nov. 10j
+McPHEE'S MAGIC -NEW OUT- FRONT PADDOCK and.

“smart NEW POST TIMES

The Detrmt Race Course — Michigan Mile 25th Anniver-
ew era for thoroughbred racing
ick Wilson, DRC. general man-
ant general \manager and the
staff warmly invite you to come
inest racing six days weekly.
NEW POST TIMES: 2:30: ‘pm.
turday/Holidays.

C? It's our brand new fast consistent racing sur-'
it's great in any type of weather-
. and it's our secret. Good Handicappers like it . ... and that makes every-'

h

o General Admission $2 ¢ Clubhouse $3 » Senior Citizens $1
o Student rate $1.00 plus I‘p. card — You must be 18 or over
».Young adults 12 thru 17 accompanied by an adult — $1 on Fridays
o Singles every WEDNESDAY, FREE general seating before 1:00 p[m

Schedule group parties by calling GA'1-7170
NOW while good dates are still ‘open. Club
party plans start at $6.00 per person, groups
from 25 to 1000. The DRC. is easy-to-get-to
*at Schoolcraft and Middlebelt :in friendly

Livonia USA . . . come

orcab. Come for lunch and stay for the races.
For reservations or information — GA 1-7170.

DAILY DOUBLE /

. 1st&2nd Race

means better radng.. |
ofe fake home

action

'STARTS MON. JULY 30-2:30 fm

bybus..;bycar...

SILVER BUBBLE BRUNCH tln cele’-v
brate the Michigan Mile’s 25! Ann& i
versary every Saturday from 11 a.g
to 12:30 p.m. Come early to en]oy. 1
lavish buffet and the DRC Silver B
ble :Fountain.

. . COme

Infofmation/Reservations GA 1-

TRI-FECTA

6th Race '

i
/ SUPERFECTA

LastRace .

POST TIME:
. MON/FRI 2:30 pm
SAT/HOL m;m

170
Schoolcraft/Middlebelt, Livonia, Mi. 4)

CENTER

26206 PLYMOUTH RD.

4 Blks .W. of Beech Daly

Detroit, Mich. Redford, Mich.
864-1154 3343




