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By MARGARET MILLER

What do you do when you
wonder if the abnormal be-
havior of ‘a neighborhood
child; is a threat to the safety
of yolir ovwm little ones?

~question rises, of

course, from the tragedy that'

last {week struck a -Farm-
ington Hills neighborhood. A
little| boy’ was slain and an
alder; boy arrested.

reaction of mothers
lived on the street was
quick and seemed in agree-
men{ ~ “It could have been
my child.”

d other mothers reading
the slaying wondered

£l

who

g

abou]
anew

keep such a tragedy from

By KATHY MORAN

Wasn't it
crinf
and

yesterday 1
ed at the sight of worms
1 savored every sunny,
f summer?

Guess it was yesterday, be-
cause now I find myself
praying for' rain and devel-
oping "a high tolerance for
worms, bugs and the like.

And it's :all because of
Judy Kaltz.

Judy's the one who had the
brainstorm “to use School-
craft College's vacant land
for | gardens. She thought
be 40 families would be
interested in growing their
own| vegetables rather than
letting the land sit unused.

But she was wrong. If's

more like - 135 individuals,
families and, believe it or
not, me.
- She and Sister Margaret
Basso IHM, both members of
the Newman House staff, ar-
ranged to have about four
acres plowed for the 25-by-30
foot garden plots and a com-
munity corn patch.

That’s how the community
gafden project began.

So now this city girl is get-

ting ‘her initiation to growing.
‘ve practiced the art of
talking to my home plants
and | then taking credit for
their healthy growth. But
now. 'm talking to lettuce,
radishes, watermelon, cu-
cumbers, broccoli, onions, to-
matoes, carrots, cabbage,
green peppers, potatoes and
lima beans.
It |started-out rougher than
I ahticipated — and every
tim¢ I pulled a rock out of
the s0il, I cursed the iceberg
that|ran over my plot.

And it was disconcerting as
my | father, brother and I
slaved over the soil while lis-
tening to pheasants nearby
waiting for- our to-

family of Livonia have no-

tured by fussy pheasants,
just peck one hole dnd
move on to the next tomato.
But I'm not worried. By
llme my tomatoes grow,
Eluttonous pheasants will

When

if there is any way to ti

pes. .
Already the Thomas Coyne

their: tomatoes punc-.

their own subdmsmn —~ par-
ticularly if there’s a child liv-
ing there who had.evidenced
abnormal behavior. |

No real preventative mea-
sures are - available, agree
three psychelogists who work
with children and uriderstand
better than most those with
abnormal problems. ;

But, from the thoughts of
Dr. Ralph Rabinovitch and
Dr. Edward Katz of the
Hawthorn Center staff and
Dr. Nathan Claunch, Farm-
ington * there

‘It Mlght

emerge some guidelines for
an awareness that might

“help both the child behaving

abnormally and possible vic-

Ims.
“The first thing lo recog-

have died from overeating.

And I'm not threatened by
the raccoon or rabbit or
whatever that ate Mark
McQuesten’s peas. T've cal-
culated plenty of pea plams
and (more important)
fence between that beast and
my peas.

‘l'he real
brof

Paul (whn yelled at me for
plammg “his” watermelon
seeds upside down) isn't im-
pressed with the aesthetic
value of working the land
and getting it together with
Mother Nature. .

So when I noticed him
stoughing off, I didn't pay
much attention ~ until
heard his munenngs and
saw him raise h;s‘t'ool over
the broccoli.

“What are you doing?" [
cried.

“I'm threatening the broc-
coli ~ that way it won't grow
and T won't have to eat it,”
he said.

Seems his vicious eighth
grade class nearly murdered
a plant by yelhng at it, and

threat is -my

nize,” Dr. Bablnovilch sald,
“js that there is an anxiety
reaction on the part of the
community when a tragedy
like thls\occnrs

THE IDEA for the garden pro]éct originated with Judy Kaltz (center),
project coordinator, who gets some hslp at late planting from her brother,
Brian and his friend Karen.

he thinks he can do the same
to my broceoli.

He’d rather grow potato
chips, rootbeer, ice cream
and chocolate covered. pea-
nuts.

Paul’s ot at all like Peter
Arnett from Livonia. .

Peter’s about the same age
but is a farmer at heart. He
was growing tomato plants
indoors during the late win-
ter, all the while knowing
that his backyard was too
shady to transplant them.

“It was just what we
needed,” his mother, Marje,

_told me after reading about

the garden project. Now Pe-
ter's growing much more
than tomatoes, and his gar-
den looks better than mine.

The prize for ingenuity
goes to Tom Bringard, also
of Livonia, who made my
garden look better by plan-
ting his next to mine.

While some of my neigh-
bors and I were bent over

. our plants and sweating from

the hot sun, Tom showed up
with a garden hose and start-
ing watering his garden.

A Pox\ ON YOU,
BROCCOLI v

“That raiSes a very- deli-
cate question of the rights of
the community versus an in--
dividual's rights. I think it's.
perfectly true that there are

FRANCIS LAMONGIE. ties a strlng
between two stakes to ‘Support nls

peas.

..Despite Pheasants,
Rocks And Threats

Could the heat have done
this to me? I thought. “I re-
member m Lawrence of
Arabia. .

But 1 knew my ¢ bram
hadn't started melting. when
a faint spray brushed my
face.

One néighbor camevdash-
ing over to see how Tom
managed to find water.in the
desert and “Tom explained
the hose was attached to a
“dewsucker” ~ a device to
draw any moisture’ and dew
off surfounding land (our
garden) to water his own.

He nearly started a_ panic
until someone traced the
hose to a 50 gallon ‘water
tank in the trunk of his car.
He had attached a pump to a
spark plug and a lengthy
hose to the tank — and mow
he’s my best friend.

My neighbors aren’t bad
despite the fact that they all
have - green. plants,
slmxghq rws and a'tenth the
nurnber] of weeds [ have,

Everyone shares the beer,
orange| juice or whatever
they bnng for refreshment
(although I sense a note of

" hesitation when I'm offered a

beer and the giver: sees my
crocked rows and figures 1
had too much when I planted
them).

Most| important, they share
‘their knawledge of growing -
and as a result, I can boast
of a temﬁc green cucumber
and lots of lettuce so far.

And {Judy was nght about
the pro;ect It has promoted.
a sense of “community” and
has been a great project for
faxmhes to work on together.

And'it’s a thrill to see the
seeds we p]an!ed so carefully
start popping t.hmugh the
ground.

I'm not sure I wanl to be
around when people start

* comparing their large juicy

tomatoes or long cucumbers.
But I'll still have a sense of
accomplishment

And dspxle the! blisters
and swellenng heat, there's .
peace to working in
the garden at sunset that T

lhim(i‘we're all lucky to be.in |
on. .

a fair number of individuals
in our community who pose
dangers, and an under-
standable reluctance on the
part of courts to take pre-

Schoolcraft Gardens Thrwlng

TOM BRINGARD of
his nelghbor’s eyes by ‘devising a way

'eeﬁnMiy Child "

ventative achon until evi-
dence of danger is absolutely
clear.” -

Dr. Rabinovitch said that if
citizens “have reason to be
concerned dbout the behavior
of a child {oward their chil-
dren, should first honestly
and frankly discuss ‘it with
the other child's parents.

“The discussion should be
unemotional, factual and as
sympathetic as possible,” he
added. “One should make ev-
ery effort to encourage the
family to .seek immediate
help,

“If the parean refuse to
cooperate and there is a rea-
sonable cause te worry re-
garding danger, then the oth-
er family or nexghboxs should

El

vonia dazzled

to water his garden using a 50-gallon

save up to ZQ%

during our

Ethan

HOME

tank In his car trunk, a pump attached
toasparkplug,and a Ieng(hy hose

Allen

talk it over with the police ~ greater risk to the corﬁmu«

1o question about that.” nity.”
He also polnted out that i Dr. Katzsaid you havé to.

cidents ‘of abnormal bebavior view the problem “like driv--

constitute  “a  frightfally Ing in @ mass soclety - ll's m_
negative experience for the matter of stati: B
child behiaving that way. “Unless somenne can de-

“In other words, you aren’t
doing a kid a favor if you
don’l act,” he said..

AnoLher aspect of the prob-
lemn, Dr. Rabinovitch said, is
"the tendancy today to aveid
homtalmuon for disturbed
persons or discharge them
very early.

“This approach to treat-
ment of mental illness is'gen-
erally positive,” he said,
“but greater care is needed
in evaluating and accepting a’

there's reason’ilo wonder .
about a teersaer .who
“spends an excesiye ammmt
of time with littl¢ kids. 5
“Until you know this for/a
fact, it's hard to'tellchildren
to stay away’from him,” Dr.
- Continued on 3D;

. “A lot of coupons for a lot of work{*read the
front page of a birthday present bookle{”from our
youngest daughter.

I've had coupon books as presenls h"{nre, and
really consider them pretty good deals. Ii7}].possible
to cash in several for cheerful labor — {‘€]l, make
that minimum-complaint labor — before te novelty
wears off.

make myself a menace while you are pla)qng ten- .

: Succeedmg rhymed couplets weF{ equally :
well-illustrated and equally non-useful. pThen we
came to “I will cook dinner, and mak® youthinner." .
“That's because I can't cook,” she expiined.
There was a real find: “I will rake an'rake and
rake, until I ache and ache and ache.”
We have plenty of grass chppmgs wheil we mow
our front lawn, so I'll cash that one in, along with *I
will wash so many a dish, you will thigk'l ame®a
fish,” and-*I will feed the cat until she gets;fat.”
My favorites were the last two entrigf ~ a pic-
ture of a girl pilot and the words “I will:Ily- to the
store for you anytime (you-furnish plar )’ and-a
blank page that read “I will do absolutesy nothing "
for you- not really.”
T'll have to figure out a way to puf thiat ‘double
negative to work. After I figure out one‘io put the
writer to work,

~Margivet Miller.

A
|

HEIHLO oM BEDROOM AT SALE SAVINGS

y -

Warm to the charm of authentic calanlnl styling inthis handst
bedroom furniture by Ethan Allen, crafted of select ca
woods, and hand linlshed 10 a rich brown nutmeg glow!

60" Triple Dresser, Mirror, and Queen Size Splndle Bed
regularly $580.50 .-SAL|

36" Chest-0n-Chest, reg. $309.50.

Night Table, reg. $99.50

FASHI ON

BANKAMEH!CARD *MASTER CHARGE ¢OR CONVENIENT

OPEN MONDAY THAU FHIDAV TILS e SATURDAY e

earthside.

. Michigon's Largest Ethan Allen Dealer

LIVONIA
15700 MIDDLEBELT
Just Noatli of Five Mile Road
HONE 4228770

UTICA
. 50170 VAN DYKE
" Between 22 and 23 Mile Roads
_ PHONE 7396100 -




