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By KATHY MORAN

1t's like the end of a long

# race, said Sen. Carl Pursell

- . (RPlymouth)  after  he

. passed the last major hurdle

+ for his coumy reorganization
« Pproposal.

; He[ormmg county govern-

.. ment has beén Pursell’s goal

i for the last five years since

v, serving on thie Wayne County

Board of Commissioners, and

» he ‘came close to accom-

‘! plishing it Wednesday when

the State House approve his

,‘ plan in a 7123 vote. Tt passed

the. Senate 330 earlier this

year.
All local : representatives
supported the bill except
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Pursell’s bill is the first| b oo

county reform by the M:ch:gan
Leg:slature in 100 years. Reap-
portionment came about
fhrough acourt decision.

The final’ product gives
¢ounty ‘ commissions the op-
portunily to put a proposal
for an elected county execu-
tive or: an appointed county
manager on the ballot for fi-
nal approval by the elec-
torate.

1t also that if

Rep. . Thomas
(l}weslland) he said.

A landmark’ in- comty re-
form and a milestone in Pur.
sell’s’ career, the plan gives
counties the option; of ap-
pointing or electing ja chief
administrative officer for the
county or maintaining the
status quo with simply an
elected county commission.

Pursell guided his  bill
through 2% hours debate in
the House coltecting support,
explaining and reexplaining
the bill's implications and
fighting off amendmeénts that
would Kill or maim it

The end result was biparti-
san support and 15 votes
more than the 56 needed to
pass it. He garnered support
from urban and rural legisia-
tors and from seven of 13

Brown

Fish License :

black 1egisla|ors who initially
feared that the bill would
add to white-dominated |gov-
ernment.

Pursell still faces final ap-
proval by the Senate of-the
amended bill but says.. the
major battle is over. ¢

“It's like seeing the hnal
culmination of a five yEar
racé,” he said.

He said there have been
literally “bundreds" of mieet-
ings to achieve a com-
promise. between urban coun-
ties and rural out-state coun-
ties. The Houmse Municipal
Committee spent more time
on his bill than on all other
bills in the committee for the
last two years, he said.

‘The bill traveled a lnng
‘way from its first legislative
hearing in 1971 when up to
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LANSING
Commercial and sport fish-
ing interests clashed under a
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bill which passed the State
“House last week, increasing
commercial fishing licenses
in Michigan from-177 to. 250
for next year.

The bill, which was op-
posed by the Dept. of Natu-

- ral Resources, was supported

by six local representatives
and opposed by two. It
passed on a 66 to 26 vote.:

Voting for the increase
were - Reps. John Bennett
(D-Redford " Township),
Thomas. Brown (D-West)
land), Joseph Forbes
(D-Oak “Park), R. Robert
Geake (R-Northville), Wil-
liam Keith (D-Garden City)

and John Markes

(D-Westland) . .
Rep. * Raymond Baker

(R-Farmington) and Ray-

mond Smit (R-Ann Arbor)
were opposed.

Proponents said that “the
increase in commercial fish-
ing would increase the
amount of fish on the market
and contribute to lower
prices.

Opponents said that in-
creasing commercial fishing
would decrease the amount
of sport fishing and hurt the
tourist economy in northern
Michigan.

State Meat
Posting
Bill OK"d

LANSING
A bill requiring markets to
post signs if the meat they
sell or serve is not up to
Michigan  standards . was
passed by the State House
last week with support of Ob-
serverland’s representatives.
The bill was a response to
the current controversy over
Michigan standards for the
preducts used in making hot
dogs. Michigan's standards
are higher than federal stan-
dards and the state’s resi-
dents are being urged to buy
Michigan made hot dogs.
Voting for the bill, which
passed on a 93 to 6 vote,
were Reps. Raymond Baker
(R-Farmington), John Ben-
nett (D-Redford Township),
‘Thomas Brown
{D-Westland), Joseph Forbes
{D-Oak ; Park), R. Robert
Geake (R-Northville), Wil-
liam Keith (D-Garden City),
John Markes (D-Westland),
and Raymond Smit (R-Ann
Arbor). |
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T
rily coun-
d sheriffs,
Sé it.

e bill; con-

1,000 people,
ty officials
turned out to o
At that tims
tained a provisi
public works d
abolish the road comm&lon
drain commissior| and board
of auditors. Sheriffs from all
83 Michigan counties feared
losing their jurisdicti i
der the proposed [reorganiza-
tion. o
‘Two years and
fications later, the bill had
gamered support. from the
Citizens Research Council,
Michigan Assn. of Counties,
League of Women Voters,
Michigan Tuvm.}up Assn,

many modi-

ROGER H. ’RlMMINS
has been d'vice
president and | Michigan
regional of the .

commercial |dlvision - of
Citizens Mortgage Corp.,
Southtleld. Crimmins, of
Orchard Lake,|earned a
degree from ‘Miami:(0.)
University and has’ six
years expanenca in mort.
gage -banking | and ' has
worked for the Dailey.and
Kelly n‘iortgags com-
panies. ‘
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EXCLUSIVE, TOP cuAun PRODUCTS DE-
SIGHED 10 APPEAL 70 TKE IMPULSE BUT1

. the commissioners fail to

toke action, the electorate
can petition to get either pro-
posal put on the ballot.
In the end, Pursell hopes
that a cn\mty official with re-
for

gue, into the cnunty bumaucracy

It's a viable alternative to
county home rule which has
been  defedted in Wayne as
County several tirhes be-
cause of fear of changing the
tax structure,

Pursell’s bill. doesn't affect
the tax structure and simply
enables counties to change
their . administrative strue-
ture.

“It is a very specific pro-
posal which will 'be more
easily identifiable for the av-
erage citizen,” Pursell said.

The cldse$t the bill came
to a partisan struggle was a

d “to make

the county w111 drive a wedge

GLYDE SMITH & SONS

H
election of a county execu-

tive in a presidential election
year rather than during the
gubernatorial election year,

+Pursell proposed. The
Democratic House passed
this'  amendment; because
Democrats generally do bet-
ter iduring the presidential
elections.

The bill is the first county
reform by the state legisla-
ture in 100 years, Pursell
said. Another major reform
which | initiated elettion of
county commissioners was a
court decision, he said.

The  proliferations - of
boards, commissions and au-
thnn(les which currently ex:
ists’ in county government
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monthly ‘at junchtime for a
-quick review.of county prob-
lems, 2 little ‘socializing and
then the officials returned tg:

thorities, . various
stitutional u!:,\ees an
id,

Lansing to gef sialulory pow-
ers fo strengthen their - do-
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Wooded valley

offers a view -

Four plex condominiums
set in a woods on the edge of
a valley of Plymouth Town-
ship are being offered from
$33,900 with only 71 units on
10 acres. g

Called Sycamore Valley,
the development is on Ann
Arbor Trail, ‘just west of
Haggerty.

Styling ,features include
broad wooden decks
overlooking the valley. Some
of the units have lower-level
family rooms which open
onto the valley by means of
sliding glass  door-walls.
Duung areas open onto sun

Eabh building will have
four units,
front and two overlooking the
valley. All are two large bed-
rooms with “his and her”
closets, two main floors and
abasement.

Other- features include:
special = Adler-Kay kitchen
cabinets, Tappan dishwasher,
disposal, ‘compactor, refrig-
erator, range with , car-
peting, ceramic tiled balh

screens, Chrysler gas heat
and central air conditioning,
fire alarm system in each
unit, circuit breakers, pre-
wired color T.V. cables with
antenna, and the old tradi:
tional heavy moldings used

two facing the - the

insulated glass windows and

in the 20s° are tapdard

Sound  proofing accom:

plished by use ol’ a c mplete

double  wall

- separated - beh@e each
unit with additiond:3#s" fire

board and double i .
Other external feubires’in-

clude carport, undéfground”
utilities and sprinkling sys-
tem,  professional. |+ land-
scapmg, nature u-anls water»
Ial[ fazebo BBG phs set on |
res of park]and over-

Iookmg theriver. "~ . -

All on black top roads:

Optional features’ sya\lable
atextra cost include: firi-
ishied lower level,, 3 shown
in the model, a balmny off

from Alpuve to:
elevations. - Al
courtyards, ..balcof
individual pnvac
The
constructed  of
matérials pnder ¢ strict
supervision of h),ulders with’
years of experience'in the
cvns!ruciwn of large ‘custom
hom in i
ham-Bloemhe]d ama A
The models are Gpen every
day from 8 AM. to‘dusk Our
4




