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HEADING INTO THE HOME STRETCH‘ -- The O
Race Course opened its 24th season Monday for the s
a 90 day mesting with weekday post times set at 2:3!

etroit
art of
p.m..

noghue)

and 1 p.m. on Saturdays. (0

bserver photo by Tom_Do-

By Doc Minard

Tips, Qui

.The trotters and pacers
open an’ §2-night campaign
tonight (Wednesday) at Ha-
zel Park and the attention of
those close to the harness
racing picture will be fo-
cused on the east side plant
tb see how business com-
pares with that at Wolverine
inthe spring. -

* It will be recalled the west
§ide operation, at the Detroit
Race Course in Livonia, shat-
fered just about évery exist-
ing Michigan record for at-
tendance and wagering.

: Wolverine had six succes-
slve million dollar Saturdays
while Hazel Park is still
(rying for its first. Attend-

outhfield Has
' Golf Tourney

i The City of Southfield is
hoslmg its second annual
r men's golf tournament at Ev-
(erg:'een Hills Golf Club on
 Saturday, Aug. 11 and Satur-
day an¢ Sundzy, Aug. 1819.
Entry blanks are aviilable
-at the Evergreen. Hills pro
7shop with entry fee set at
-$20. Entry deadline is Aug. 6,
and the tourney is open to
just Southfield residents.

~2

ance at the big mile plant
was up four per cent and wa-
gering soared to a nightly av-
erage of $667,000. .an
all-time high in the stale

Most experts feel the track
with the late spring, early
summer meeting always
does the best. They point to
Hazel Park's statistics when
it opened the season and con-
trasted them to Wolverine's
operations with the late:sum-
mer and early fall dates.

It was during an early
meeting that Hazel Park set
the record for nightly wager-
ing with an average of

like snow in the summer at
Wolverine’s remarkable
spring.

NEW VIEW AT DRC -- The paddock area at the Detroit Race
Course has taken to the outdoorsthis new,‘7355350n

|
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Aces 5th
At Brooklar’ze
|

Twenty -four year old Gary
Bailey of
Plymouth, scored !us | hrst

- hole in one:on the No. 5 hole
- at Brooklane Golf Course, us-

lnganmexmnunt.belsl
yard hole. i

i
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$642,000. That mark vanished mg

ere isn't any question
the big mile track has
a big factor in the tre-
mer{dous surge at Wolverine
. .|that and the fact General
Manager Dick Wilson is a
believer in promotions.
proved the value of gim-
micks last spring.

On the other side of the
picture Hazel Park President
MakacFarIane and General
lager Harold Duris have
a nrm conviction that good
racipg will draw the crowds.
They are not strong fur pro-
motions of any kind but may
get @ message this fall. . , a
sage that will inform
thern a bit of the old carnival
spirit helps pack the place
also,

109 95

5 HP. HORNY TOAD 812485

RUTTMAN

24732 Ford e~ Duasborn .
278:5093

\

There isn't any question
about the type of horses. Ha-
zel Park will have,| Racing
Secretary Bill Connors, the
only one in Hazel Hark his-
tory, has a way of gefting the
best and fastest to go where
he makes up races. i

He did it for Wolverine and
undoubtedly will do the same

this fall. It should p
clusively that good horses
are the backbone of a good
meet but a .few gimmicks
here and there can help a
lot. '

Hazel Park will use the su-
perfecta for the first time on
its final race. It will be inter-
esting to see if it |has the
same effect it did on|the Wol-
verine mieeting. There it kept
the crowd on- hand| for the
last race, one that found-wa-
gering going past the $100,000
mark most of the tilme.

We hope it does the same
on the east side.

Hazel Park will have an
earlier post time nightly with
the first race slated fo go off
at 8 p.m., a hali-hour eariier
than a year ago.

It has all of the best
stables  from  Northville
Downs and Windsor Ra-
ceway and most of| the top
reinsmen. In addition Con-
nors expects to lure such
powerful stables
Haughton,  Dick
Gene Riegle and Lew Wil-
hams from Ohio

ove con-

ll successful, there's ..no
reason to beheve he won't,
then Hazel Park will
to present its finest
several years and that won’t
hurt the handle on

ance.,

MERRITT DOKEY, -the
slender driver from
hit the hottest streal
pilot at the Downs while
making a belated hl
1973 driving

Dokey had four
victories Friday ard came
back with three in
Saturday for a total
in the two nights.
was trailing Bea F
ing into the final

gmms of the 36-night meet- dent

Doke slarted the year as
the drlver for the powerful
Bert James stable but when
James sold most of his rac-
ing stock, Dokey decided to
switch to a public stable.

Fnends thought he was

g a mistake but were

told contract driving isn't
that much fun.

FROM BRIGHTON comes
a tale that Bob Kalish, the
wheeler-dealer from South-
field willing to make a trade
most any time, made a
$40,000 offer for Chuck Far-
ber's Easy Irv but was
turned down.

Earlier in the meeting dur-

ing an interview, Bea, wife
of Charley and one of the top
feminine drivers,in the land,
told of an offer for the
speedy four- -year-old that was
rejected.
"We wouldn't think of tak-
ing $100,000,” she said at the
time. It appears now that
Bea knew of what she was
saying.

Easy Irv is still recovering

from a bout with the virus
but ‘is expected to start at
Hazel Park in the near fu-
ture. -
FINAL FIGURES from the
Hazel Park thoroughbred
meeting, . which ended Satur-
day, show the - five-eighth
mile plant was far ahead of
the not-se-hot statistics of
last year.

The final program at-
tracted 15,245 fans who wa-
gered $1,515,603. Total at-
tendance for the 121 days
was 1,000,244 for an average
of 8,266. The handle for the

meeting was $105,591,187 for .

an average of $872,655.

Hazel .-Park ~ totaled
$103,540,217 for 129 days in
1972 for a daily :average of
$802,637. It had a turnstile
count of 1,119,663,

Thus it showed a big in-
crease in business this year
and a drop in attendance. It
was the biggest year for wa-
gering at the track since 1970

-when it ended with an aver-

age of $966,636.

ARCA NATIONAL
CHAMPIONSHIP
STOCK CARS
100 [AP FEATURE"
DAYTONA DRIVERS

Plus Figure & Feature
Performance atintermission

U.s. f\lr Force Drill Team 160
FREE PARKING 782-2:
TIME TRIAL: 6:30.: 15t RACE 8:15

AUTO RACING EVERY SATURDAY KIENT

FLAT ROCK SPEEDWAY
1 MILE SOUTH OF FLAT ROCK
TELEGRAPH AT NEWBURG - -
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Although the expected
rains never cdme; the thor-
oughbreds returned . to the
Detroit Race Course Monday
with attendance and wager-
ing a bit disappointing to
track management,

The opening pmgmm of
the 90-day seasbn was to be a
Lunofmenev;posthme an
hour earlier start than
traditional  twilight:
time” that ha3 marked the
runners in the: Detroit area
since the start of ul
wagering back in the '30s.

For years the Motor City
has been the ‘only spot in
North America with a 3:30
p.m. post. Originally it was
set to give the automotive
plant workers:a chance to
take in the raceés after finish-
ing the afternodn shift,

It was continved ,

World War II to give wm‘kcn
a chance for recreation and
relaxation. Why it . wasn't
dropped after :the war one
will never know but the fact
is that attendance and wa-
gering in the :Detroit -area
basn’t progressed as it did in
other areas.

In fact it has been going
in the past few years
of

area like metropohtan Det-
roit.

After a s
trated effort to get the mes-
sage across that an, earlier
post means all would have
ample time to' get home in
time for dinner or to go out
to dinner, DRC Vice Presi-
t and General Manager
Dick Wilson anxiously await-
ed the opener to see how the
proj ‘was accepted.

“We aren’t going to make
a judgment on the first day’s
performance even though we
bad looked forward to a
crowd of around 11,000 and a
bandle of a million or close
to it,” he said, “We have a

firm belief that folks will ac-

MSU Alumni
Club Hosting
Grid Excursion

‘The Michigan State Univer-

sity -Alumni Club will be hos-
ting its 12thannual excursion
to the Michigan-Michigan

State football classic in East

Lansing on Oct. 13.
Proceeds' from this event
are donated to the Ralph H.

the
“off ”

Detroit ﬁace Coursq Opens 90 Day Meetmg

cept the earlier post. We
kmow it will take a long perl-
od of ‘educating patrons to
the advantages across and
we hope to see considerable
l.mprnvement in the next
three weeks.”

As it was the DRC opened
with 9,672 in the stands and
the mutuel handle was
$804,695. on a dark, dull day
with a constant threat of
showers. |

Other than that it was a
“typical . -opening with' the
crowd ‘getting its first view
of the redecorated piant, the
new racing surface, the
much improved parking area

- Which has a mew cover of

black-top in many sections
that were just dirt and dust a
year ago, the new outdoor
paddock where the horses
are in view of fans and ove
can see the jockeys mount u

for the parajg:tny(in stardng

gate.

Larry Snyder, perennially
riding champion who had to
be conterit with the runners-

up spot at the Hazel Park

meeting, and vetehn Bobbys :
Baird got . off 1o eellenL B
starts i

his aged rival in ‘
$10,000 Curtains

Balrd bad Swg;gco,
even mnney chok@.vnying in
.the six furlong everf; and ap: -
peared headtd fotihis third”
win of the dxy Bnl then

Swoonco began t turn-
ing into the lnng strelch and
that's where Snyder made
his bold mové with Dr. Paa-

tano. The 'witiner was
clocked in a fast l 10.2. -
Snyder had his? d win'Z
rqur. W lh!
opening event, f

victory over sei‘gud pace.

Swirtelip.
Baird swon m«f’ﬁm with

Je! s Champ (81 and the
ul astridd ‘?ﬁ)sm :

(515 80)
The DRC meet ¥4, which is ™
highlighted by the-25th re-
newal of the slon,om Mich-
igan mile and ‘an eighth on -
Sept. 15, continues thmugh
mid-November.
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Young Fund
which provides financial as-
sistance for qualifying stu-
dent-athletes . at Michigan
State under Big 10 regu-
lations.

Price per person is $18.50
and includes game - ticket,
transportation and. . lunch.
Fourteen charter buses will
leave from Livonia City Hall’
parking lot, at 10 a.m. and
return immediately after the

game. )

Tickets are available on a
first come, cash basis due to
the demand. Checks should
be forwarded -to: H. Dow
Tunis, 16811 Pollyanna Dr.,
Livonia 48154. Pleasé include
a self-addressed, stamped en-
velope.

Open Dally 10-9, Sunday 12-5
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A
S

FRAME WORK,
BALANCING & ALI

EEL
MENT

-ALL WORKMANSHIP FULLY GUARANTEED
AND INSPECTED BY OWNER JOHN POCCIA- [

LOANER GARS AVAILABLE.
NO MILEAGE GHARGE

METRO COLLISIOI\%

26250 PLYMOUTH -JUST
WEST OF BEECH




