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PLYMOUTH

The long standing dream of

beautifying the area’s three
lakes - Newburgh, Wilcox
and Phoenix — moved a step
closer to reality during -the
past week when the State
Legislature passed a bill call-
ing for an inland lake project
with a two-year time table.
* The bill is now on Gov.
Milliken's” desk and State
Sen. Carl Pursell
(R-Plymouth), who was the
force behind the plan, said it
was almost a certainty that
it would be signed within a
few days.

*As a matter of fact,” Pur-
sell said, “engineers already
bave made a preliminary
study ‘and our three lakes
will serve as the demonstra-
tion project.”

Under terms of the bill, the
two-year project will deter-
mine the feasibility of clean-
ing and dredging inland
lakes.

A second goal is to set’up
two stations in the Middle
Rouge to monitor the quality
of the water and to in-
vestigate the possibility of

_ restocking the three lakes

with fish,

The study also will include
the possibility of using the
three lakes, especially Wil-
cox, for canoeing and other
recreational activities.

The first year of the proj-
ect will be devoted to an en-

7a)
dpprinanls |

QEagIe’z

HAIRSHOP for MEN |
27010 PLYMOUTH RD. JustE. of Inkster
FOR APPOINTMENT CALL 837-9830

—’

gineering analysis and the
development of a work pro-
gram under the supervision
of the State Department of
Natural Resources. Cost of
the project has been - esti-
mated at $45,000 and:is in-
cluded in the state budget.

Passage of this bill is the
first move by the state to
clean up the lakes in western
Wayne County. For several
years, various groups in:both
Plymouth and Livonia ‘have
worked with the Wayne
County Road Commission in
the hope of making progress.
But little was done other
than the voluntary work of
District 30 Jaycees in the an-
nual “Rescue The Rouge”
activity.

A big change came within
the past year when ‘new
equipment was devisedthat
would greatly reduce the cost
of dredging and deepening
the three lakes. The state, by
lease arrangement, now will
be in a position to clean and
dredge the lakes in one oper-
ation.

It was the advent of this
equipment that changed the
thinking of environmental
groups, and Wilcox Lake will

-be used as the pilot program.

The lakes are formed by
dams along the Middle
Rouge River. Most of the
land is owned by Wayne

unty, which uses the area
for both flood control ‘and
recreation.

The land is under the juris-
diction of the road commis-
sion, which has traditionally
allocated its scarce funds for
road work rather than recre-
ation or water cleansing.

Heavy growths of algae
have made the lakes' un-
sightly and smelly.

Several years ago, 'the
lakes’ levels were drained
and the fish population -

dominated by carp and.

stunted panfish ~ killed off.
The lakes were , restocked
with more desirable gamef-
ish, including trout, bluegills,
bass and channel catfish, but
few except the bluegills sur-
vived. This was a state DNR
project.

. Also in recent years, sev-

eral ideas were advanced for
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beautifying the lakes and ex-
ploiting their recreational po-
tential. Always, however,
hopes were dimmed for lack
of money.

One project discussed for
Wilcox Lake was the in-
stallation of a fountain in its
center that would be fashion-
ed after the fountain at Gen-
eva, Switzerland. :

The proposal calls ‘for the
fountain to be lighted at
night. It.could then serve as
a beacon when the two new
expressways ~ M-14 and 1-275
cross paths in Plymouth.

. Another suggestion, along
with the fountain, was that
paddle boats would be made
available much like the proj-
ect now so popilar m Camp
Dearborn.

A third idea was the possi-
bility of obtaining a large
paddle wheel boat, possibly
called The Mayflower, that
could provide rides i\i any of
the three lakes.

The beautifying ! project
also comes at a lime when

FLOATING ALGAE breaks up refiections
on Newburgh Lake, one of three impound-

U-M Dearborn
Is Forming

.Alumni Group

Alumni of the University of
Michigan-Dearborn are elec-
ting a 12-member board to
govern the new
UM-Dearborn ~ alumni  so-
ciety. Membership will in-
clude residents of Livonia,
Plymouth and Redford.

Candidates include John
McRae, a 1963 engineering
graduate from Livonia; Mi-
chaeline Koppy, a 1972 liter-
ature, science and arts grad-
uate; and Pauline Siebodn-
ick, a 1972 science and arts
graduate from Plymouth.

Organized last May, the
UM-Dearborn -alumni group
is a member sociely of the
university's alumni associ-
ation, with membership open
to all graduates, and past
and present faculty mem-

the Old Village Assn. in porg

Plymouth has made great
strides in revamping “Old
Village.” Among the projects
here is to beautify the bank
of Wilcox Lake to conform to
the new Old Village Point
Park. It also had been hoped
that*a bridge could be built
from Wilcox Road to the is-
'land in the lake. '
Dormant for a time all
ithese projects ~ and hopes —
will come alive again if the
governor approves the Inland
Lake  Project and the
two-year time table, set for
the completion of the work.
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Twenty-three  candidates
were rominated for stag-
gered terms of one, two and
three years.

Elected governors will take
office on Sept. 1, and will be
responsible for formulating
the society’s activities during
the next year.
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RICHARD T.
SCHWANDT is the new
controller of United
Northwestern Realty As-
soctation/Western Wayne
Oakland County Board of
Realtors. Schwandt, a
CPA, earned his BA de-
gree in accounting and fi-

“nancial administration

. from Michigan State Uni-
versily. While in college,
he went to work for an
accounting firm where he
progressed from audit

trainee to sentor accoun- *

tant, Schwandt and. his
family wili settle in the
West Bloomfield area.

ments 01 the Mlddle Rcuge River.. (Observer

Realtors
Schedule
Fre¢ Clinic

The Detroit Real Estate
Board will hold a com-
mercial property clinic Oct.
2% at the Raleigh House in*
Southfield.

Lee D, Stein, chairman of
the board's com-
mercial-industrial  division,
announced recently that Da-
vid G. Miles would be chair-
man of the event.

Miles, a graduate of Corn-
ell University, has ex-
perience in commercial real
estate, *
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