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" Time To Assemblé A Colonial

By BETTY MASSON
Special Writer

i1f bouquets of garden flo-
wers_give you pleasure all
summer, why settle. for plas-
tic blooms in winter?

-Dried Tlowers, foliage and
seed pods can be used to
create natural bouquets that
have, a great deal more
charm and appeal than any
man-made plastic flowers.

“These ‘“everlasting” bou-
quets, of real flowers are be-
coming increasingly popular.
Actually, this is not really
something new, but is a re-
turn - to popularity of an
old-fashioned type of bou-
quet.

Dried bouquets were used
extensively in 18th century
England Colonisl
American bomes.

* ‘Revival of the art of mak-
idg dried bouquets is due to
people like Mrs. Louise B.
Fisher who arranged flowers
at Williamsburg, Va. She did
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In Colonial times flowers
were preserved by drying in
a very simple way. In most
cases the blossomns to be pre-
served were picked when the
buds were partly open just
before the flowers reacbed
thelr prime. The stems were
stripped bare of leaves and
six or eight stems were tied
together in a loose bunch and
hung head down in a dark,
dry, relatively warm room.

The colors fade some, be-
coming softer, more delicate,
more subtle.

This -simple treatment
doesn't work for all flowers,
but there are a great many
that can be handled in this
way. Most successful are flo-
wers with rather stiff, pa-
pery petals.

One of the favorites - now
as well as in Colonial times -
is globe amaranth (Gomph:
rena globosa). are
showy garden .flowers that

are up to 2% inches across. yellow round, flai flower -

Colors include crimson, rose, clusters of pale ‘to a dull

salmon, russet, yellow, and old-gold that'combines well

white.. Regular varieties Wwith other dried flowers.

grow 2% feet tall. There are

;elllso dwarfs that are 1% feet
1!

Feverfews are  easily
grown annoals with masses
. of small bulton-like white or

Similar to strawflowers are Yellow flowers. These can be
acroclinium, which are in Gried and used to lend varie-
pale shades of white, buff or ty to 2 mixed bouquet, or
soft rose, and xeranthemum, a0 be used as thé main fea-
which-have silky looking pet- ture a small-scale ar-
als in bright shades. These mngem:ntofdrieqﬂvwem
are listed in most catalogs. &

Statice is another flower A bit of baby's breath
that dries well. The perennial lends ‘an airy grace to-mixed
kind produces sprays of drieq arrangements - or a
bright - lavender-purple atymass of it can be used
blooms. The annual stati for an easy, but artistic bou-
includes colors such as pidk, quet. :
yellow, rose, and white as  Other garden flowers that
well as blue and lavender can be dried by hanging head
shades., down include blue salvia, red

Yellow yarrow, a per- salvig, larkspur and celosia.
ennial, is a handsome plant The spikes of blSbm will lend
in the garden and the flowers variety to everlasting bou-
are especially effective in quels.
dried bouquets. The bright

i

your drieq arrangements to
garden flowers. There are
many wild flowers that can
be dried and used fo add in-
terest to wirter bouquets.

Golden rod is ome that
should not> be overiooked. It
is coming into bloom now
and will spon be plentiful. It
can be used as filler in other
bouguets, or can be used for
a mass of blooms in a large
crock or jug, or even in a
copper pot or kettle:

However, there's'a trick to
drying golden rod blooms.
Unlike most othérs, they
should be cut before the buds
open. Choose blooms with
buds that are plump but still

closed. They will jopen and.

fluff out some after they are

cut, but will remain firmly

attached to the plants.
Boneset,| Joe-pye-weed and

pearly everlasting are other

wild flowers that can be
ied. :

There’s no .need to limit drj

|

i

Pick and dry some plumey handled by'this method. Use
grasses. A few tucked into a an -airlight container and
mixed bouquet will add a carefully cover blooms with
graceful note, the drying substadce for' a

‘Alsd, be on the look-out for few days or for as long as
interesting pods to include in . peeded to draw the moisture
the afrangements, Look for from the petals.
teasel, milkweed, the red
hips of wild orhedge roses.

Iris; daylilies, balloon, flo-
wers and other garden plants
produce interesting . seed
pods.

There are many others,
too, stch as Hﬂﬁmwee!. Chi-
mese lanterns, silver pennies of flowers would be
(lunafia) that can be used al- ;‘,ﬁ;ﬂm wers vould T
one or in combination with able, on a book shelf, or
other dried flowers. even on a window sill

Altlough the easiest wayt0  There's no limit, though, to
dry flowers is by hanging the kinds and styles of ar-
them ihead down in a dark rangements that can be
dry place, even betler results made with dried natural
can bé obtained by drying plant material, Dramatic
bhx?ms in{ Silica gel crystals contemporary arrangements
or inla mixture of borex and can be made, or even ar-
corn | meal. Flowers that rangements with an Oriental
mu]-‘]l otherwise wilt can be flavor,
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adapted to making 18th cen-
tury bouquets which depend
for their appeal on a mass of
blooms. Huge bouguets can
be fashioned'in this style or
tiny “'nose-gay” bouquets can
be made. These small bun-

Dried flowers are well .

Dried Bouquet s

- Choose containers that har-
‘monize with the decor of the
rooms in which they are to
be used, and that enhance
the color and besuty of your
dried plant material,

At Williamsburg the con-
tainers are filled with dry
fine sand. When the stems
are inserted in this they are-
held firmly in place, and the
weight of the sand gives
stability to the container. *

Since the dried material is

rather fragile, it should not
be handled more than heces-
sary.- Plan ahead. Decide be-
forehand what kind of ar-
rangement you want to

e.
Establish the general form
or main lines first and then

.add the material needed to-

fill out and finish the bou- -
quet. A dried bouquet may
not really be *‘everlasting” —
but it can look fresh and ap-
pealing for many years. -~
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