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Deszgnate Harley J. Gibson

Ithough showing signs of its

any years, the old Gibson
ome on Halsted Road is still
ry much livable, Mr. and
rs. Harley Gibson, who own
¢ 1i8yearold home and
irrounding farm land, have -
sided here all their lives.
.

q o

cated in the living room of
he old farm home, Mr. and
rs. Harley Gibson look over
me of the old items which !
e Gibson family has re- !
ined over the years. Mrs. |
ibson holds a. cane which |
irandfather Joseph Gibson
rought to America with him }
|

_from Ircland when coming
Mr. Gibson
olds the rifle -which his

G
b
fi
Here to settle.
H
i

ather, Thomas, a_highly ex-
flerienced deer hunter, used
for many years on hunting
trips in northern Michigan,

I?roperty ‘Centenmal Farm’

I(vlhc Harley J. Gibson
home at 25235 Halsted Road
talk|it would be; able to tetl
teresting history of: this area
the ‘time of the first settl
the - present day.

The family homestead which the
Harley Gibsons stit live in) has
been Downed by the Gibson family,
since 1633. It is located ori the
west side of Halsted. north of
Grand River Avenue: and| just
south of 11 Mile Road. .

, THE TRACT of land on ywhich
the farm home is located was re-
cently designated as a *centénnial
iarm” by \hc Michigan Hulmcnl
(,ommlssmn 1t is one of only a
few farms in the state holding this
distinction. This Thursday, Decem-
ber 5, the Gibsons will be present-
ed jwith a * “centennial farm™
plaque at a (Imr) men's mcehn" at
Commerce.

Ekcept for minor nddnuons and
the installation of modern conven-
jences such as electricity, steam
heat and inside water, the.farm
home looks much the same loday
as it did when it was built 118
years ago.

An addiffon was built onto the
south side of the old farm home
whén Harley Gibson married and

" he and his wife, Ethel, lived ther¢|

for | several years before ‘moving

inte the main portion of the housel

“This portion of the building is now

rented out dufing the winter

months when the Gibsons are. a-

way spending the winter ‘montHis in

Florida.

THE FIRST government 'entry
regarding the owners of the parcel
of land on which the farm is Jocat-
ed was in the form of a:U.
Patent to Samuel Tucker of On-
# tario, New York for the cast half
i3 of the northeast quarter section of
¢ Section 19 in Farmington; Town-
,ﬁ#ﬂp .dated September 1, 1826, and

signed by President John Quincy

'*Adam& A patent of the svest half

of the quarter section was given

to Frastus Ingersoll in May of

* 1831 signed by “Andrew Jackson.
Tucker released his property to

a Mr. Barnum in 1826 and he in

ould
n in-
from
TS 10

turn sold it to’ William E. Pier in

1835. Pier owned the land from this
.date until he sold it to Leverett
iand Anna Harger in 1850. On Oct-

ober 6, 1853, Joseph and James
:; Gibson mov ed here to take posses-
sion of the land.

There were threc Gibson
:brothers who tame here from
North Ireland, Derry Couity, in
. 1830 and settfed in Phﬂndelphla
# Penpsylvania, where they lived un-
il moving to Michigan in_1853.
ile Joseph and.Thomas Gibson
re cutting out a general farm-
area on the highly wooded
rmington tract of 182 - acres
chich they purchased “their other
ther, Mathew, was settling on 2
ct of land in Wixom.

" JOSEPH, who marricd Martha
. Morrison, had three children-Anna,

Mary and Thomas- and it was
. - Thomas who took over the ‘opera-

* tions of the farm when his father
died in 1894 at the age of
Thomas married in Scplcmher of
1898 and he and his wife Pearl
had one son, Harley.

fThomas Gibson lived on the
;' homesite 21l his life and farmed it

actively nearly all of this time,

with- the help of his pnly son, until

his death on November 30, 1935.

His wife, Pcarl, who was a big

help with the numerous duties of

farm life, died in July of 1856.

.. ‘The:Gibson farm -site has been

. reduced in size considerably. and

arm &

:[ by them

- | Ireland

now cunsn:b of only 5% acres of:

the original 182. The last portion oi
property ito be sald was 8% acres
to the State Highway Departmen!
The new, Farmington to Brightor
L\press\m) route now culs across
lhc soulhwesl corner ‘of their pro-

ALTHOUGI[ the Gibsons now do
little Inrmxng on the land, an apple
orchard is. still -maintained there
The main barn, built in
1886, still stands as do many of the
old auxiliary farm buildings group-
ed around the farm house.

A feature on the site is an
artesian| well  which  provides
water for the Gibson houschold
and alsd keeps water trickling in-
to a pond built 1o the south of the
house by Harley Gibson's father
over 30 |years ago. A small park
and picnic area around the pond,
which ig very well shiclded by
trees and evergreens, had been the
scene of nuerous family aetivi
ties in past \cars, Mrs. Gibson re-
lated.

\IR CIBQO\' recalled that, as a

heluse to swim in the pond
\\hlch ranges from 3 tg 6 feet in
depth. He also related that at one
time it{had been stocked with a
number| of fish including bass,
blue gills and sun fish= '

While| at the pond, Gibson point-
ed out a high knoll across the road
on the Echo Valley Farms proper-
vhed by - the late Harry
and indicated that. an
artesian well also flowed there. He
rememhbered that water had. once
ran frgm this point to Hal-

S |sted Road where traverlers stopp-

ed to water their horses and have
a drink| at the roadside.

MANY of the early items used
on the fapm are still in the posbes-
sion ofthe Gibsons including 2
candle-stick maker, old candle
holders| a wooden mixing bowl
and ithing tools. A -cane
which Joseph Gibson brought from
with him still stands in a

corner.
The
cotlectio
and-cri
which

ibsons also have 2 sizable
n of Indian arrowheads
de stone tools used,by them
ave been picked up on the
grounds over the vears. That elks
must have once roamed in this
arca is also attested to by a elk
horn which was,lound on the pro-
perty. |

AMrs. *Gibson mdlcated that they
may turn over - many of thes¢
items to the ‘newly orgahized Oak-
land County - Historical Commis-
sion.

Deer Hunting
Survey Set:

Annual post card surveys of deer
hunting success will begin early in
December with the mailing of
questionnaires to some 6300 special
season permit holders.

In this survey—a rantiom samp-
ling of permittees in various areas-

8.1 hunters will be asked to supply in-

formation about their hunting acti-
vity and suecess.

Data obtained in the survey
gives a close estimate of the tofal
special season kill and dther basic
information used in establishing
hunting regulations and in other
aspeets of deer herd management.

Similar surveys of regular sea-
son hunters, archery deer hunters
and small game hunters will be
conducted during -the coming

months,”

-| glving . holidays.

Westbrooke
Manor News

|ANITA COOK GR. 4.8632
BE\' WILLIAMS- .GR. 46066

Thc Westhrooke Manor Associa-
tion is giving their first dance call-
odithe. Snowball for Westbrooke
Miénor, on Saturday, January 25,
at n Oaks Country Club on
13]Mile Road. .

Janet Hales, daughter or Mr.
and Mys. Cal Hales of Wayburn
Drive celebrated her ninth birth-
day on Saturday, November 23,
\ulh a birthday party. Guests at-
tending were Adrianc and Joanne
Lechiara, Judy and Susan Wollf,
Niney Middlewood, Sharon Vin-
ceht, Linda Newman, Cynthia
Songer. Carol Weber, and Marcia
Hil .

Women from Westbrooke Manor
inferested in joining an cvening
pipochle club are asked to call
Jeanne Laajala at GR 4:8637.

i
|

r. and Mrs. R. C. Brown and
fatily visited Mr. and Mrs, James
R{ Brown on Bella Vista Drive for
the Thanksgiving holidays.

from Indonesian and Venezuela
visited at the home of Mr. and
rs. James R. Brown on Thanks-
aiving.

Four couples from Westbrooke|
Manor have started a pinochley
club The first meeting was held |

at Mrs. Lademan's home on N.
Marklawn.

Couples in the pinochle club are
Mr. and Mrs. H. C. Jones, Mr. zmd
Mrs. Acciaioli, Mr. and Mrs. H.
Rl Vincent, Mr. and Mrs.
Lhdeman all of N. Marklawn.

R.

ta Marine City for the Tnanksgiv-
ing holidays to visit Mr. and Mrs.
James Ticknor, Mr. Loria’s sister
and brother-in-law.

Mr. and Mrs. James Fortier of
Bella Vista Drive entertained Mr.
and Mrs. Gunnar Anderson and
dnughlcr for. the Thanksgwmg
holidays. Mrs. Anderson is the sis-
ter of Mrs. Fortier.

Mr. and Mrs. Homer Ferguson
went to Ilinois for the Thanks-
They were the
gltests of Mr. and Mrs. Otho Fer-
guson in Mound City, Illinois, and
Mr. and Mrs. E. C. Hngendubler
in Olmsted, Illinois.

B8

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Mason went
Detroit for Thanksgiving to have
nner with Mrs, Mason's sister
d brother-inlaw, Mr. and ‘Mrs.
loward Brown.

e ey

Mr.. and Mrs. Harry Sherman of
Bella Vista Drive spent Thanksgiv-
ing day and the weckend follow-
ing Thanksgiving at their sum-
er home in Lewiston.

3

‘|Mr. and Mrs. Austn Ault of
Brentwood Avenue 3ttended a

T iving Day Dinner - Party
gwen at the home of their daugh-
ter, Mrs. George Throne, near
Ypsdanu. -

A Classified Ad Will Reach
Over 15,000 Prnxyecuve cuum

wo foreign cxchange students i
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West Point
Miss L. A. Ault |

Park News

GR. 4-4294

Bir. and Mrs. Edwin L. Johns¢n
ve a. large dinner-party at their
me on Clarita Avenue, Thanks-
ving Day.
Only relatives were present.
rs. Johnson's sister, Mrs. John-
n Porter, with ber husband and
ree children, Carol Amne, John
d Dayid, from New Londop,
hio, were honor guests.

‘The ~ Porters were weekend
use guests of the Jahnson's.

‘Thanksgiving Day dinner guests
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Owen,
ayfield Avenue, were their eId-
t son, Kenneth Owen, With His
ife and five daughters from L|~
nia; -and their youngest son, Wil-
hm Owen, with his wife ahd
o daughters from. Redford. i

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Houtz ahd
eir two sons, from near Ypsilan-
, were Thanksgiving Day dinner
uests of Mr. and Mrs.” William
Mayfield Avenue. Mts.
eorge Houtz, from Nurthul!n
as an’ afternoon visitor.

A Hawaiian ‘Birthday Party was
peently given by Mr. and Mrs.
yilliam Dlxon of Shadyside . Ave-

T
b
inue and honoring Glenn De Shano,
a

so of Shadyside Avenue. Several
and a few relames

‘were guests.

All arrived in Hawaian _qas-

i thmes. A lunch, featuring Hawaian
fpods, was served..

Mrs. Eugene Osborne, of Nor-
Ik Avenue, was hostess to! a
tanley Party Tuesday 'morning

November 26. - Neighbors \\I'rc
uests. ;

Miss Joyce Roberts from Dc-

‘troit was a- Thanksgiving Day

uest of her parents, Mr. and Mrs.
larence Rubcrts of \lnyhcld Ave-
ue. N N
i
Sunday, November 24, dinner-
uests of Mr. and Mrs. Melvin
ult of Mayfield Avenue, were
helr daughter, Mrs. Tom Roberts,
her husband amd four chxldrcn

{rom - Monroe.

H —
* Mrs. John Varhol of Shadysidn
Avenue, was in Detroit Saturday
vening, November 23, attending 2
celebration honoring the birfhday
f her eldest son, William. . |

.
Skow
May-

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth

nd their five children, of

field Avenire, were Thanksgiving
Day “dinner guests of Mrs. Skow's
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Adolph Ko-
nopka in Detrait.
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Veorheis,
of - Shadyside Avenue were
Thanksgiving Day guests of Mrs.
Voorheis’ sister, Mrs. - Norman
Gedig and her husband in Detroit.

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Schult and
their two children,, from Novi,
were dinner guests Thanksgiving
Day of Mrs. Schult’s mother, Mrs.
Ida Cannon, on Myron Avenue.

Miss Janct Hankins who was ser-
iously ill with pneumonia in Mt
Carmel Hospital, returned home to
Norfolk Avenue recently, but un-
fortuantely suffered a relapse, so
that convalescence is now slow.

Mr. and Mrs. John Varhol and
their daughters, Pauline, Beverly,
Dolores and Barbara, were dinner
guests Thanksgiving Day of the
Varhol’s eldest daughter, Mrs.

* | shine Sisters sent out six boxes of

24, guesl 'of her daugh-|
ter, Mrs. Edward Brugman and
her family in Novi. On Thanks-
giving Day, she was the guest of
her daughter, Mrs. Ray Ackerson,

Becember 5, 1957 .
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Advertising

Media in this'Avea. Tiy Onel.

in Farmington.

Mr. and Mrs. Roy Helton, of
May[xc‘lﬂ Avenue, returned home
Saturday from a ten day hunting
trip in northern Michigan. They
brought home their buck

Harry Brow of Shadyside Ave-
nue has returned from a hunting
trip.

i [

In Neighborhood . Bible School,
the Christmas Pot will be set a-
boiling on Sunday, December 8.

'fo spread the cheer of Thanks-
giving Day, Neighborhood Sun-

fruit and goodies to the sick and
shut-in of the imrhediate area.

If you have a Greenleaf 4 or a
Mayfair 6 telephone number, or
live in_the area, please call Lora
Ault GR 4-4294 and arrdnge to
contribute your houschold discards
to ithe Goodwill Industries. The
next Goodwill pick - up is schedul-:
cd for Monday and.Tuesday, Dec-i
ember 8 and 9. . [

“LOCKSMITH
LOCKS
§

OPENING SQON

FARMINGTON
BIKE & REPAIR SERVICE

22856’ Orchard Lake Rd.

2 bladé nortl of Grand River

BICYCLE SALES & SERVICE
LAWNMOWER SALES & SERVICE

KEYS MADE
REPAIRED

George Ring, in Detroit. «

Mr. and Mrs. John' Aittama of
Shadyside Avenue, enjoyed
Thanksgiving dinner at the home
of their daughter, Mrs. Max Hol-
land in Detroit.

Mr. and Mrs, Forrcst Ault and
their three children of; Hubbard
Avenue spent the Thanksgiving
weck-end with relatives in Flint.

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis

Free Estimates |
EASY CREDIT TERMS !

Ph one GR 4-6868

UP TO 2¢ MONTHS TO PAY"

GREASE [PROOF
HEAT RESISTANT
For Countertops

SANDRAN

27" Wide.

49¢

HI-LUSTRE PERFECTS
' STYRON PLASTIC

WALL T!LE

SALE
PRICE
12 Beautiful Cnlnrs

190 2|

GENUINE INLAID

Linoleum Tile
10c =,

AN Perfect Quality - No Seconds

and their four daughters, of West
Eight Mile Road, spent the,
Thanksgiving week - end with re-
lnti\'us in dkron, Ohio.

Mr. and Mrs. John Fulton, of
Cardwell Avenue, left November
24°for Georgia, where they expect-

ed to have 2 short visit with their
son, Private Bill Fullon He has
been stationed at a ‘camp in
Georgia, but is shortly leaving for
overseas duty.

Mrs. Bill Fulton,. who; has been
with her husband, will return home
with her ‘parents-in-law. | Mrs. Bill
Fulton s the former Patly Schult,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Herman
Schult, Shadyside Avenue.

Mrs. Grace. Simpson,

Avenue, was a Sundayi

Jobn Clappison Nells fnsurn:e

Phone GR. 43511

FULL FASHION
PLASTIC FINISH
8x12

LINOLEUM RUGS

SPEC.
SALE
PRICE

‘

$4.95 .,

'PLASTIC FINISH
Wall, Covering
ch Run.

597 Ihgh
ALL COLORS

Grease Proof -

Stain Proof GENUINE - BEAUTIFUL
Colors Go Clear 'rm_o'ugn * FORMICA
VINYL spec.
TILE  ea tic so. 5. 69C
‘ g " . me
Neods No Waving w“c,l‘l“‘n’%zé“{,%}u“ﬁh

WE CARRY: Metal Moldings

Wallpaper Paj

GReenleaf 4~GSGS

~ MORRIS FLOOR

30400 GRAND RIVER AV

- Sink Frames :

Wall Tife
int - Inlaid Linoleym - “Fo

rmica -

COVERING (0.

FARMINGTON, MICH.

|
IXT TO DR!VE IN THEATRE AT TUCK RD.

. Counter Tops I' Asphalt Tile

Vinyl

M. aand Mrs. Mike Loria went|.
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T he Edsel outperforms

 Yet the. ome that’s really new is the lowest- pmced too’

n;edlum pnced car you ve ever

any

s

&

driven ¢

Acceleratingeruising or corner-,

ing, you'll like the way the Edsel
outperforms the rest. You’ll
thrill to the already-famous re-
sponse of the big, new V-8 Edsel
Engines—with up to 345 horse-
power. You'll enjoy the firiger-tip
ease of exclusive new Teletouch

the fact that the elegantly-styled -
Edsel is the newest-looking car
on.the road today.

Yet, with all the Edsel has to
offer you, Edsel prices are actually
the lowest of the entire medium-
price field!t See your Edsel
Dealer now.

EDSEL DIVISION « FORD IMDTOR COMPARY

You can shiff il
out lifting a hand
Jrom the whe
Edsel’s exclusire
Teletouch Dri
puls the bulle
where they belong;
makes shifti
supcr-gmooth b

-
1!

" 1958

g

0=

e N

el b

Drive. And.you’ll take pride in '

1Rased on actual coniparison of suggested relail delicered prices of the
Edsel Ranger and sinilarly equipped cars in fhe nuduuu-pncc Field.

32411 GRAN) RIVER AVENUE

L ®IN OTHER ARERS SEE YOUR LOCAL EPSEL DEALER

FARMINGTON,

cause 'S eleclric!

See your Edsel Dealer and roud-check 1958's most remquuble dutomobile*

BLACKLOCK EDSEL, INC..

MICHIGAN

EDSEL

Edsdl Citalion 2-door Hardlop .

GR. 41000 *



