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‘Our Merchants . ..

are very interested in the city council’s action to

"carry out a downtown area development study,

particularly as it pertains to parking, zoning,
streets, rebuilding and every phasejof better de-
velopment. The city expects some early reports
from the planning consultant.firm it has hired,

All merchants in the city and township
might also ‘be considering something along the
same line for business development.

' We were very interested last week to hear
- about a project which has been underway quite
a while at Mt. Pleasant college. They have an ex-
pert who, under contract at a very reasqnqble
price from a Chamber of Commerce or similar
group, comes into a community, heads up a com-
plete survey of the business -climate and needs,
then spends-some weeks working with the mer-
chants in groups or individually. K
The survey is among area shoppers, and de-
termines their habits, preferences, -and whether
Qr not these are being met by the businesses. The
. training portion which follows helps bring into
the community the goods and services lacking,
and helps individual businesses to merchandise

properly. .

" “The idea isn’t new, but apparently the Mt.
© Pleasant project has been quite successful. We
“think the University of Michigan and other col-
Jeges have similar projects.

Our néw Chamber of Commerce has made an
‘auspicious start. More new members ave joining
every week, and much planning work is under
way. But the members ave all busy men and
‘mostly limited on time. :

There have been, and will be many more,
serious adjustments in Farmington’s business
life as the area continues its rapid growth. Per-
haps the Greater Farmington Chamber of Com-
merce might consider such a study by an outside
organization. Such an “Operations Bootstrap”
. <might bring planned growth to our business

groups, to the henefit of the entire township.

~Auto Insurance . .. .

has been undergoing quite a study by a state com-

mittee appointed for that purpose. A few days

ago that committee reported that after exhaus-
| “tive research its members could not agree among
‘themselves on a recommendation — that they
+,were too badly divided.
- Some wanted compulsory car insurance,
,cit]hers wanted the insurance laws to remain as
t

a5y =

“they ave with better enforcement, Some wanted
"a fund built up through adding a couple of dollars
to each license fee, to pay costs ofaccidents caus-
ed by uninsured drivers. |
The uninsured driver really does cause prob-
lems. The only thing we are quite certain of in
our own mind is that compulsory insurance for
“every driver should never bej attempted. It
either boosts the;rates a lot for everybody, or
the rates are kept low and too many things ex-
“cluded. One thing certain to follow is that such
. compulsory insurance becomes a political foot-
“ball. Where it has been tried, more evil things
than that have always followed. | .
After some thought we are about convinced
the best results would come from stricter e
forcement of the existing laws. [We don’t mean
; the addition of more state highway patrolmen,
* or more policemen, B
. The seeretary of state has in the past pointed
* out numerous glaring examples of drivers back
“on the road despite a long string .of traffic and
other law violations. For that the finger ¢an be
put on no other person that some judge or viola-
» tion board which recommended return of the
driver’s license after a hearing. ‘Sure, most af-
fected drivers can and will plead hardship, It
“ might mean some would lose their jobs. When
non-violators see the ease with which driver li-
- censes can be regained, do.you wonder we have
“little vespect for traffic laws?
' Any driver with a string of past violations
* should be brought-before a hearing board and, if
the facts warrant it, the driver should be de-
prived of his driving rights for an unchangeable
period, or permanently. Then perhaps our car
insurance would be a little better, even cheaper
: some day. b ’
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BIRMINGHAM — Appointment
of a Birmingham Chamber of Com-
merce business study committee
was announced recently by Rich-
ard J. Wilson, Chamber presideat.

“For a long time’ naw we have
felt the need for the functioning of
such a cammittee,” Wilson said.
“Growth of Birmingham during the
past few-years has brought numer-
ous problems to our community.
City officlals, of course, have
handled most of them but we in the
chamber feel some of the problems
are best participated in by our
chamber members, hénce the new
committee.”

Various| functions of the group
will inciude: Making- a study of
Birmingham properties available
for development; preparing a pre-
senlation ‘of such. properlies de-
signed to induce désirable new
business to establish in Birming-
ham; determining ways and means
of “selling Birmingham” to inter-
ested prospects; completing a list
of possible business prospects and
an effective means * of contacting
them with the story of Birmingham
and its potential business opportun-
ities.

. —Birmingham Eccentric

SOUTHFIELD — The Southiield
Charter Commission has come up
withja tentative electipn schedule
calling for the signirkfof a com-
pleted charter by Fagruary 5.

After bring signed™jie charter
will be forwarded to-¥ansing for
examination by Governor Williams
and approval or correction by the
attorney [ general. The next step
will be the publication of the ap-
proved charter. This will permit
study by| the public in advance of
public hearings.

Because of the great detail in the
charter, |the charter commission®
has decided to hold the public hear<
ings on it on two consecutive eve-
nings. The dates have tentatively
becn set|for February 21 and 22 at
Southfield High. .

The closing date for registration
for voting on the proposed City of
Southfield charter and nominating

of candidates for office has been *

tentatively set for March 3,
1f all phesc things proceed on

schedule! plans are to have the elec- *

tion on March 31. Residents will be
asked t¢ either approve or reject
the charter and to seleet a council,
a mayor, clerk and treasurer. ,
—-rThc Four Cormers Press

NOVI'— A votc on whether resl-
dents favor the incorpération of
Novi Township as a village has
heen set for March 17. A public
meeting has been planned for Feb..
3 by Navi incorporation officials to
explainito voters the procedure fac-
ing them between now and election
time, |

As approved by the Oakland
County .boundaries coramittee, the
petitions submitted call for the pro-
posed village to include all of Novi
Township except portions in North-
ville, Wixom and Northville .
Estates and Brookland Farms sub-
di\:isions.

—The Novi News

LIVONIA — (The following 1s a
reprint of a letter written by Ward
McCain, President of the Livonia
Board of Education, which ran on
thd front page of The Livonian last

k under a banner head) —EDI-

“after a few wegks of study with
the staff and administralive per-
sonnel, who have recently spent
hundreds of hours making item by
item strutiny of next year's (1938-
59) school budget, the Board of
Educalion will present to the peo-

. ple a much reduced building and
ogerating school program.

“It will meet the bare necessity
needs for the next year, but will
not allow long range planning as
the previous program was intend-
ed to do. It will mainly take care
of elementary and jr. high school
needs, building and operating
funds.

“We are discussing the abov®
problem with our business and pro-
fessional citizens, lay and parent
groups. The PTA and School Board
Advisory are making many sur-
veys on the above program that is
to be presented within the next six
weeks. - .

“Jt is our intention to adhere al-
ways to the will of all the people
and in this regard, we are cutling
back in everyway possible to re-
duce the current year's difieil. It
would be tragic to cut too deep in-
to the education basic needs of our
youth. The net increase ‘‘next Sep-
tember"” will be 2300 new students.
1t is a problem for alt thinking Li-
vonians to think about.”

—The Livonian
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zoning which has stood
as; law for 13 years in Plymouth
Township' wére ruled illegal by
court action last week. One requir-
ed that all produce sold from road-
side stands be grown on the pre-
mises and the other that it only be
sold from permanent, grounded
stands. Both were ruled illegal by
the courts.

—The Plymouth Mail

. Evenings and Thursdays seem to
becoming the major grocery-buy-
ing periods. In addition to a swing
toward Thursday food buying, a-
bout pne-third is now being done In
the evening.
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“But Keep Out Otf_'f\/iy Back Yard!’j"
MICHIGAN MIRROR e by Eimer White

Labor Legislation Looms As Big
" Issue Before 1958 Legislation

FRINGE ISSUES before the 1958 legislature have developed an
importance all their own while theistate of the state’s finances form
the core of knotty problems. .

While the budget will nced extra millions to keep the state from
Dbankruptey, other issues are multiplying.

There is a chance that labor legislation—the right to work issue
—will become one of thehottest of the session.
Senator Robert E. Faulkner (R-Colma, chairman of the Senate

labor committee, already is plan ¥—
ning 2 bill te require unions to 1 and incapable of working.
incorporate.

‘The bill is simple, as are most
of the vocal issues of the day.

But it would place unions under
the same restrictions that. manu-|
facturing and business corpora-
tions have. Regular a\ldi(s,zll;\'ern-

Speed limits on county roads will
be another issue this session.

The 65 mile - an - hour speed
limit during the day and the 53
mile-an-hour ceiling at night in ef-
fect for 1wo years is too high, some
ment conirols and taxes aret say. S
part of the controls. o

When 1he original law was pass-
ed. officers said it would not be
adequately enforced on county
roads.

Now,.with the accident and death
rates climbing each month on
county roads, the demand for a
speed limit is growing. .

The touchiest would be the han
against any corporation making a
contribution to a political party ar
candidate. «

Republicans, Demacrals and
union leaders all prediet this woinld’
mean the end fo the CIO®PAC and;
other Jabor groups. i

License platds will be another
ssue, this one] touching only in-
directly on the financial issue.
Secretary of Stater James M.
Hare is proposifg that, starting in
1959, the state issue 2 plate gofvd
or

Significantly, labor has generall
favored. Democrats. Republicans
claim further that Democrats and)
unions used each other to gain
power in Michigan and share con
trol of state government. "

The right-teawork Jaw, now in ef-]
fect in Ohio and other states, would

i .
e"f\{ the union ?:0"‘;. ired | cost an extra $70,000 the first year,
_ No man could be required 1a]pyi gyer the three-year span, would
Join a union to keep his job. | c5ve something like $300,000.
Labor leaders call this the ul
mate in “union busting.” Iis advoy
. cates ¢all it a “right.” It is certain
to develop a sizzling battle in Michy
igan, if introduced. T
Democrats will work to get a $80:
a-week minimum benefit for unem:
. ployed workers and those injured

for three years, with metal tags
the next two years.
Hare said the program would

this year and saved over the three-
vear span from highway construc-
tion money — a separate matter
from the problems with the deficit-
bound general fund.

(Continued on Page 6B)
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FINE FARE FOR YOUR
FAMILY! '

The whole family will enjoy dining
here. 'From Dad to Junior; everyone
goes for our generous portions of
favorite foods for every' taste . . .
our friendly service . .. our sur-
prisingly modest prices. )

RS T

!
the FINEST of DINING SERVICE at
Hrmmelbpad -Dining Room
33219 Grand River  Farmington  GR.4-2161°
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* The money would be both spent .
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Looking Back Through

.The Enterprise Files

~TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO (January 26, 1933)
School Taxes

in the near future as a

TEN YEARS AGO (January 28, 1948)
March of Dimes'

Residents of the Farmington area have coniributed a total of
$217.17 to the current March of Dimes campaign now in progress. All
of this total was colleeted from Solicitafions made at the Civic Theatre
here. No -other efforts are being made this year in Farminglon to

additional March of Dimes funds.

Clarenceville Schools

* The Board of Education of the Clarenceviile School District at a
special meeting Thursday evening approved a proposal to submit to
the electors of the district calling for
classrooms, a gymnasium and a heating plant at the Middlebelt school
site, The date for the election was set for March 23.

! + FIVE YEARS AGO( January Zé, 1953)
Taxes in City

the construction of two new

Approximately $0% of the winter bills sent out by the City of
Farmington were refurned and paid prior to the deadline without
penalty, the city treasurer disclosed. The total tax levied in the city
oh winter billings was approximately $128,000. This includes bills
for school and county taxes. The city tax bills are payable -during
summer.
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RIVER, IN FARMINGTON

Who Gives Service With a Smile””

N

_ The appeal to taxpayers of the Farmington School District to pay
their school taxes now in order to help keep the sghools open through-
out the remainder of this year is meeting with fair success. Officials
indicated that if the taxes continue to come in as well in the coming
weeks as they did last week, it would be possible to keep are schools
open on the new schedule of reduced ‘salaries set up recently for
teachers.. Last week-end more than 500 letters were sent out with
the children in each of the'schools in lhe district, appealing to their
parents to help in the struggle to prevent the closing of the schools.

. Up until the time the letters were sent out a total of $700 had come
in through the direct result of newspaper publicity alone, school
officials said. It was cxpected that considerably more would be com-

Tesull of the appeal made through these

)



