Weekend of August 25, 1973
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Horse Disease Threatens Stoc

The mosquito is infected by i
biting birds, who are the pri- :
mary carriers of the virus, "

Many common birds, in-
cluding the pigeon, sparrow
and pheasants, carry the dis- “
ease, although they them-

selves
The disease ltsell alfects a o 2oy ore sick from

By DOUG JOHNSON

PONTIAC

“Although ‘eastern equine
encephalitis (EEE) is almost
always fatal to horses, there
is no need for human beings
to stay away from horses or
not ‘eat horse meat, accord-

ing to an Oakland Coumy_

health expert

Dr. Lowell M. Wiese, dl
rector of héalth for the Oak-
land County Department of
Health, said this week that
the eight cases of the highly
virulent disease were all con-
centrated on Hickory Ridge
Rd. in Highland and Rose
Townships, on the western
edge of the county. i

He has urged horse owners
in that area to have their
borses vaccinated immediat-
ely by local veterinarians,
but noted that the disease
posed no serious, immediate
threat at this point to horses
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in the Observerland commu-

nities in the county - South- S2il

fleld and Farmington.

“I really hate to call this
an epidemic,” Dr. Wiese
said. ““We need to save that
word for more serious
events. Otherwise I'd be like
the boy who cried wolf all
the time."”

County extension officials
satd their figures show there
are about 1400 horses in
Farmington and another 300
or more in Southfield. Novi
has about 1100 horses. There
are 220,000 in the state.

Dr. Wiese said that horses
were not normally vacei-
nated for EEE because the
disease had not been around
for several decades.

He urged that all horses in
the Highland and Rose areas
be vaccinated immediately,
and that horses in other
areas, including Southfield
and Farmington, be vacci-
nated as soon as possible
thereafter. It takes two to
three weeks to develop an

meumty to the disease, he
id.

Dr. Wiese said about 26,000
doses of the necessary vac-
cine were due in the county
by last Wednesday afternoon,
The shots”are “given twice
over a two week period.

horse very quickly and is
transmitted when mosquitoes
bite the horse in enough
numbers to infect it.

The horse will become ob-
viously ill, and hang its head.
He- will stagger, and fall
down, unable to rise; the ani-
mal usvally will die within
two or three days.

However, the horse can no
longer transmit the disease,
Dr. Wiese said. “We call it a
blind-alley host. The disease
cannot be passed from horse
to horse or from horse to

The disease inflames the
brain, and so far-has struck
in Oakland, Allegan and
Kalamazoo Counties in Mich-
igan. It also has hit in other
states in the south.

Crime Down

Last Month

FARMINGTON
Significant  decreases in
serious crimes were again
reported during July by the
Farmington police depart-
ment.
The total of “part I" of-
fenses (serious crimes, in-
cluding burglary,” robbery
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and larceny) dropped appro-
ximately 15 per cent from
last year, from 359 to 309.

Cases cleared also
dropped, from 130 to 83 cases
cleared. .

Burglaries dropped from 57
to 29, a 50 per cent decrease
from the same time last
year. Four cases were
cleared, compared to seven
last year.

Both narcotics violations
and drunk driving have
jumped dramatically. Nar-
cotics  violations  mearly
doubled, from 31 to 60; drunk
driving jumped from 87 to
104,

Of the more serious crimes
against people, there has
been one armed robbery so
far this year, no murders or
rapes. Last year there were

five armed robberies at this ...

time.

20 Receive
WMU Degrees

FARMINGTON

Twenty Farmington stu-
dents at Western Michigan
University received bachelor
degrees at summer com-
mencement ceremonies.

Awarded degrees were
Lynn K. LeClair, Susan K.
Carvell, Michael D. Gannon,
Paul G.. Warrick, Paul J.
Toohey, Nancy K. Hajduk,
Juleen A, Eichinger, Denise
L. Therasse, Jeanme .
Clarke,

Also, Patrick J. Kemen,
Jean D. Dinan, Julia A. Ris,
Maureen A. Jones, Armen A.
Korkigian, William W. Boz-
gan, Christian K. Falk, Rich-
ard A. Rogers, Timothy B.
Kerr, Diane L. Vieria and
Susan Wichmann.
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mendous amount of calls
about this disease and really

ca
ep
“We' ase getting a tre- €@
wo

cases of EEE in humans in
Michigan ever. There have
been only some 150 human
cases since the dawn of me-
dical history in the United
States.

“Still, people can take nor-

mal precautions and avoid i
mosquito-infected

home in Farmington whils
Insight ‘73"

I really hate to
Il this an
idemic.
d to save that
rd -for more

I want.to assure people that Seriousoutbreaks:’

it can’t harm them,” said :

Dr. Wiese. --Dr.’ Lowell
“There" are no recorded Wiese

|

areas, you eat horse meat?, the an-
There is no vaccine for Swer is yes. Can you ride a happen and a
people for EEE in existence. horse? Yes.
People should take normal
mosquito precautions.

“As to the question ~ can ever.”

v
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If the rare does actually
human con-
will be very Self,”Dr. Wilson said.

“The whole thing shouldn't Sle Dr. Wlese said, and it
be taken too lightly, how- Will require him to see a doc-
tor. Symptoms‘are those of a mosquito trapping program  sai

Calendar

' SCHOOL PACKETS :
Seniors pick up packets of registration materials im-
mediately at their respective schools between § a.m. and

r, with
e Dana

touring the country as part of Operation

any ‘viral infection: nausea
and fever. EEE also tends to
make a person very sleepy.

“As for horses, Dr. Wigse
said that in addition to the
vaccine, horse owners should
spray. the animals with py-
rethrins or malathion, insect
killers. ‘Complete directions
are available from William
Y Muller, county extension di-
rector, Mul]e.r has already
mailed information to many
* horse owners.

Dr., Wiese falso suggested
hnrses be kepk out of malshy
areas;

Dr. Hugh Wilson, director
of ‘animal welfare for the
county, sald‘hmse owners
should  contact their veter-
inarians if athorse dies, no
matter what, the cause of
death. “'And the owner must
dlspose of the animal him-

|
Health officials have began

11 a.m. and between 1 p.m.

hours, Aug. 21-9.

Leonard.

dents are asked to pick up their schedules during the same .

| AREANATURALISTS .
Monday, \Aug 27, at 8 p.m., the Farmington Area Nat- _
uralists will meel in the Farmington Community Center,
24705 Farmmgton Road. Guest speaker will be Mrs. Arthur’

} SCHOOL ORFENTATION
Thursday, Aug. 30, at 9 am., there will be an ori- -
entation program for all sophomores and new students at
Farmington High Schaol, in the auditorium.

| BLUE STAR MOTHERS
Friday and Saturday, ‘Sept. 7 and 8, the Blue Sta
Mothers of America Chapter 48 of Fan‘nmgton will sell
“blue daisies’ in the cities of Farmington and Farmington .
Hills. This is the chapter’s annual fund raising event.
BLUE STAR PARTY .
Thursday, Sept. 13, at noon the Farmington chapter of -
Blue Star Mothers of America will hold a luncheon and’
card party at the Community Center. The affair is public.
BLUE STAR MEETING
‘Thursday, Sept. 20, at 1 p.m. the Farmington chapter
of Blue Star Mothers of America will hold a business
meeting in the home of Ethel, Lint. “
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ch‘unty

in an effort to isolate the ex-

act carriers of the disease.”

Of the six or seven most
common types of mosquitoes
in Michigan, four of-them
can be carriers.

Laboratory tests are under
way at Michigan State Uni-
versity. and the Michigan De-
partment of Health, Dr.
Wiese said.

‘The cause of death of the
eight Qakland"horses was de-
termined by examining one
animal who got sick Imt
lived, he explained.

Cultures have been taken
from the dead “animals but
they take longer to produce
valid evidence.

Dr. Wiese, who just as-
sumed his current job, came-
here from New Hampshire,

ancther state with a small

outbreak of EEE.

“I haven't really gained
anything by moving,"
said.

and 3 p.m. Junior high stu-

PAPERMOBILE

. Every Saturday and Sinday, the Farmington Pa- -
permobile operates in the parking lot adjacent to Dunkel

Junior High on 12 Mile, east of Farmington Road.
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Newspaper
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Shouldn’t
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sfaceit...
n it comes to handling a newspaper foute,
s are equal to the task. Though the idea of
wsgirls is comparatively new, many news-
rs across the country report that more and
girls are taking on route work and doing an
llent job. They are proving to be physically
le, more than conscientious from aservu:e

a Girl
Bea

Carrier?

women's lib is here to stay! And

and

i
papef

benefi

andling money. How about you? Ready(o
erate yourself witha money-! making news-

route? Contact our carrier manager today
and leam more about the requirements and
s of newspaper route work.

|
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Mall to: OBSERVER NEWSPAPERS INC.

Circulation Department
36251 Schoolcraft Roa: .

Livonla, Michigan 481!

Yes, | am interested in newspaper route work. Please .
tact me to explain all the details.

have someoneé con
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