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Small Cars Are A Must

An_apologist for the auto in-
dustry, writing in one of the met-
ropolitan dailies, warns that ‘gov-
ernmental pressure to  build
smaller cars that burn less gaso-
line “‘could affeet the jobs of thou-
sands of auto workers.” ~

Just how many: thousands, in
an'industry that employs perhaps
a million American workers, is
never spelled out. But the scare

. effect on the public is obvigus. i

Auto executives, when they're
candid, will admit they hate small
cars. Small cars bring in less'rev-
enue and earn smaller profits,
and executive bonuses are based
on revenues and profits. The fel-
lows in the industry sneer at and
bad:mouth small cars every
chance they get.

We car buyers are shlilmg to
small cars at an astounding pace,
and for good reasons.

First, cars burn irreplaceable
fossil fuel, and we can cut:fuel
consumption by half with a car
that ge's 4 mpg instead of 12
mpg. Second, gasoline prices are
soaring; when you subtract taxes,
the raw gasoline price | has
jumped 75 or 80 .per cent‘lhxs
year, which means someone is
ripping us off good. Third, we're
no longer falling for the Madison
Avenue line that equates the luxu-
ry car with success, status and
sexual prowess.

About a year ago, while VlSlllng
the Chevy spring and bumper
plant in Livonia, I saw a GM film
aimed at employes, viewing with
alarm the increasing number of
imported autos on American
roads. Again, there were subtle
sneers at small cars combined
with the overt theme of ‘Buy
American.”

The GM film warned, as 1re:
call, that every one per cent in-
crease of foreign car sales meant
a loss of 20,000 jobs in Amencan
auto plants.

So what has happened since
then? Let us go back to the auto
industry apologist writing in the

metropolitan daily. At'the bottom
of his long, grey article_is the fact
that in the first seven months of
1973, foreign cars captured :16.1
per cent of the American market
compared to 14.9 per cent in the
same period last year. The in-
crease is 1.2 per cent.

In terms of jobs, that’s 24,000
paychecks  betSg® written . to
Toyota, Volkswagen and Volvo
workers instead of to American
workers.

On the other hand, the! un-
named sources quoted by Bob Ir-
vin, automotive writer for| the
Detroit News, simply say vaguely
that “‘thousands” of jobs will be
lost if government pressures the

sacred auto industry into produc-

ing more small cars.

The truth of the matter is'that
the American worker will be
worse off if the Big Four DON'T
compete successfully with  the
Bugs produced by foreign: car
manufacturers. Even  though
American manufacturers will pro-
duce small cars when government
and the consumers demand them,
the auto executives can't ;stop
sneering at the one-ton, 25 mpg
car.

Meanwhile, imported- cars con-
tinue to worsen the U.S. balance
of payments and contribute to our
ruinous inflation,

‘There’s no use appealing to the
auto executives’ concern for the
environment in persuading them
to produce small cars, because
they don't instinctively care about
the environment.

There’s no use appealing to
their patriotism to correct the
balance of payments by gétting
them truly to compete with VW
instead of bad-mouthing it. ‘

There’s no sense appealing to
the auto executives to worry
about American workers’ - jobs,
and to create more jobs by selling
more small cars. The auto éxecs’
bonuses, again, are based on rev-

75 W’atch;E Murder,
None Offers Aid

Why “didn't
them
That question has been raxsed

somebody i stop

hundred times
19—y¢ar—old man was

since  a
literally

kicked and beaten to death in a
Plymouth Township restaurant as
some 75 persons watched.

While three persons have been
arrested in connection with the

death, the question of whyit was

allowed to happen still remains.

An employe of the reslaurant
who was working at the time said
it happened so quickly, no one
was able to aid the man. .

In light of the shenffs.repon
that deputies were arriving:as one
of the alleged assailants was flee-
ing, this seems highly unlikely.

What seems more plausible is
the all-too-common atmude in
such situations:

Nobody wanted to get involved

This ‘was "not an mstance

where the assailants displayed
dangerous weapons, but rather
they stomped the man and hit
him with a ketchup bottle.

Why couldn't any one — or sev-
eral - of the diners and em-
ployes have distracted the assail-
ants’ attention either by directly
interfering or by throwing some-
thing at them?

Certainly any dozen people in
|the restaurant could have subdued

the assailants.

Editorials decrying the *I
don't want to get involved" attj-
tude have become all too common
in today's world, but perhaps no
one.thinks that could happen here.

1t did.

While the assailants are not
blameless, neither are the 75 per-
sons who watched when even a
slight action on their part may
well have saved a man’s life.
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enues and profits, not the number
of persons employed.:

The solution is to,make it eco-
nomically worthwhile for auto in-
dustry management to produce.
small cars,! How? The boards of

directors could do it by (a) mak-

ing bonusesj largely dependent on

BIGGER
ISN'T

These

reducing  foreign
shares of the American market
and (b) making bonuses partially
dependent on sheer numbers of
cars sold rather than dollar reve-
nues or dollar profits.

'We no longer live on the cow-
boy's open range, where we can
burn up unlimited supplies of iron

companies’

W

DISSENT

Days

View points expressed in DISSENT
do -not necessarily reflect Ilwse‘of
Observer Newspapers Inc., but are

presented in the belief that pub//ca-

' tion of all seymems of moughr on a !

and petro]eum driving gas - guzzl-
ing dinosaurs.

Rather, we liveona space ship
with limited resources. It is our
patriotic duty, as well as our sa-
cred duty to generations unborn,
to cut in half the size of the cars
we buy ‘and the amount of fossil
fuel we burn,

Don’t Become A Casualty

or

Battle lines are forming for the
start of the largest traffic fight of
the year. This is the one between
those who; follow the safety rules
and those speed demons who al-
ways appear during the tradition-
al three-day Labor Day holiday.

It's the' annual duel between
those who want to get to their
summer Homes, to resorts and to
play spots for the final time of the
season and those reckless drivers
who can't'wait to get to their des-
tination and then delay until the
latest possible moment to - start
home. That means speeding like
demons without regard to safety
or fellow- drivers and usually re-
sults in the year's largest high-
way toll in the 72-hour period.

Annually warmngs of all kmds
are issued prior to the start of the
Labor ‘Day holiday. Motorists are
told where the detours are; they
are told to follow all rules of sa-
fety, told to drive carefully and
get to the. destination, not in a
hospital or funeral home,
there are always those who won't
heed adyice. The result a year
ago was a death toll of 33.

It conld be even higher this
year since the weatherman has
promised humid but perfect
weather, That means more and
more will throw caution to the
winds and drive faster and faster
to get to the summer resort as

says Col. hm R. Plants head of
the Michigan State Pplice. “We
urge all Michigan resxdents and
visitors to use extra care in all
their holiday activities to lessen
the rash of accidents. :

“Normal precautions should in-
clude using safety belts in cars
and life preservers in boats.”

Col. Plants warned agamst

H ohday Weekend Traffzc

Dealers Association of Mjchigan
rumored strike materialize, 20 per
cent of the state’s service stations
could close,

However, closures would be
primarily concentrated in south-

ern-Michigan urban centers if a”

boycott is in fact called.
The following advice comes
from the Auto Club:

drinking while driviag,
that a majority of the:holiday ac-
cidents are caused by such motor-
ists. !

“If you have to drink because
it's the last big holiday-of the
year, then turn the wheel over to
someone else. It’s much better to
arrive and enjoy yourself than to,

. overdo and wind up in a hospital

bed or a casket.”

The State Police will begin op-
erations at noon Friday and con-
tinle through midnight Monday.
‘Maximum coverage will be pro-
;vided from 3 to 9 p.m. daily dur-
{ing the weekend. Special attention
‘will be devoted to highway séec-
tions having had bad accident ex-

{ perience,

The State nghway Commission

is’ doing its part to make the high-

ways safer during the three days
i by ordering suspension of all road
and bridge construction work.
*The order, effective Friday at 5
p.m. until 8 am. Tuesday, halts
all jbut emergency or specially -

quickly [as possible to relax for ; atthorized work that does not af-

the final time of the season.
"It makes no difference whether

ect traffic.
In addition, all: construction

the AAA and the Michigan State ! sites will be put ini condition to

Police tell of the dangers of fast
driving or not. Some listen but a
good many don't.

There are those who keep well *
within the speed limits, take their
time and have a safe trip. But
there are others who whip around
curves with tires squealing, zip in *
and out of traffic, scaring their
passengers as well as.those in ev-
ery car they pass. They are the :
ones the State Police will be look-
ing for, hopeful they can get the
car off the road: before one of
those horrendous, life-taking acei-
dents. i

In the past 10 years, Mmhlgan' to 2 p.m. Southbound return traf- -

has had an average of 33 highway.
deaths over the threeday holiday.
‘The high was 51 in 1968, and the
low toll was 24 recorded in 1971,
“We would hope to keep the

‘death toll down this year with an

intensified drive for safe dnvmg,

handle anticipated heavy volume
of weekend traffic, and a check of
all 'signs on detours;and construe-
tion areas will be made for con-
formance ‘with 51gnmg and safety
precautions. .

Preliminary predxcnons for the
weekend show motorists _will
an estimated 651 million
miles between noan Friday and
noon Tuesday. That’s two per cent
mote than the 638 million vehicle
miles logged by drivers over the
1972 holiday. H

Northbound lra(ﬁc is expected

10 be heavy Friday from 2 p.m. to
10 p.m. and Saturday from $ a.m.

ﬁc’xs expected to (be heaviest on
Mo‘ndayfromme lonm
There’s some good news ‘for
the| weekend. Motorists should
have no serious trouble obtaining
gasTme Should aiService Station

R

pur

chasmg gasoline at mght and all
day Sunday and Monday, motor-
ists should travel on the top half
of their tanks.

If seeking hotel and motel ac-
commodations in popular resort
areas, travelers should make ad-

- vance reservations. Most roadside

facilities should have vacancies,

Campers seeKing space in state
park campgrounds should start
their Labor Day trips early since,
many facilities fill the night be-
fore a holiday weekend begins.
Campers should select ' alternate
destinations in case :the first
choice is filled upon arrival.

Motorists should expect some
traffic slowdowns on 175 around
Flint due to a 21 mile long road
widening project. It runs from the

merging point of I-75 and US-23 to
BirchRun.

Don't become a. member of the
battalion of “‘get there faster”
fighters. Drive carefully, follow
all traffic rules, and get home sa-
fely. It's better to be able to read
about the road fatalities than to
be listed among them. !

.2 Years Have PLlssed

it hardly seems possible that it
happened two years ago. . . a Li-
vonia high school senior only two
weeks away from graduation at
Bentley High run down and killed
in the bright late afterncoh sun
and by a hit and run driver.

As of today police are no nearer
to a solution than théy were the
afternoon it happened. The after-
noon an ambulance rished pretty
Chris Beattie to St. Mary hospital
where she died within a matter of
minutes.

She was enroute home from a
nearby Livonia junior high where
she worked as a vocational train-
ing secretary. Then, according to
the meager reports  police were

o ) i
By GERALD L. COX - {
GardenCity .»: 1} |
Yes, time passes sluwly in
mountains. But in Observerl,
territory, I for one am acufel
aware 1976 is only three ye
away; 1984, only 11. More thap
movie, 2001 brings the stark real}

fzation ‘that today's newly bom- ;
will have their 26th birthday then

Man, the time-binder-is ever séek:
mg perspective on -his own hlS-

tory..
_ I wish to differ with those Who E

opined that the Watergate héar;
ings have no place in the'Ameri-
can system of jurisprudence. Ea:
gerly listening to the Senate’s pro-

ceedings at every' opportunity, I :

felt I was part of:my own govgrn:

ment searching for the truth. 3 ©; !
More than once I thought of my :

experiences - last: .summer a3 & .

Wayne County Circuit Court )umr
and: reflected upon Watergate' as

giving opportunity to my- fellow .’
Americans to directly pamcndate :

as “a member of; the ‘jury.’}

free and open press at a pubhc-

hearing is, indeed, the best guar-
antee that government leaders'
- who have lost their way wnll‘nct
. go undetected. | i
But beyond the polarizatlnn of
Americans into | two groups f
those for court -proceedings and
those for open hearings on TV 1
feel a need to inquire into my own
ethics, values, and philosophy. |
With the summer fading - mto

fall, I become 'aware my life. can o

onIy be led one day at a timeZarid

the problem is still effective ll\hng g

and growth of my self. How ta} get
myself together is a task unig) ely
my own, Watergate or no. | H (\

Since July 27; 1971 I've been
studying a little; book, American
Government (avallable fro
* Center for Health Education,

Woodward ~ Avenue,  Detroif;
48201), in which John M. Dorﬁey
a great man of our area and; our
time, provides clear thinking

every citizen who would see’’ xs .

health in direct relationship tgihi
government. !

As 1 have done, readers ot lhe‘
Observer papers may find con-
sciousness of their own self sover~
eigaty.in-reading (authoring) bor-
ln-

sey’s Declaration of Conscious
dependence: o

“I, including my every Iello
man, am born, live.all of my. hfe.
and dje, one only but entirely Sl
contained individual, All I :
ever really be ‘lonesome fcrfa
my appreciation for my upited”
wholéness, I can never realb'\be
at a loss except for my recogni:.
‘tion of my complete and mmct
fullness. !

“My life provides my only: pos~
sible reality. My inability to see,
my personal identity in any of my
world is traceable to my neéd to
sleep through it. My acknow]edg«
ing my personal identity in any of
my living is itraceable to my

arousing myself to be yide awake .-

I'must always everything.; i
“My only possible conscnousness

is self cunscmusnss my

possible. unconscmusnes ‘is; &

toit. I can nez,eer ‘have’ anything;

: self:

My

is the condition of my self] ilove
create : controls directing: lxmy
being. M}\only possible govenmg

wer | is or:
umcknowledgeable , self  sover-
eignty. :

“My insight regard.mg my absc»
lute autonomy|is the consequence
of my willingly waking up suffi-:
ciently; to' be able to call my isoul’
my own and my all my soul.™ ¢ !

And so I (we) see that the guv-
ernment is mine (ours). .

" able to assemble, a station vJagon
came dnvmg by, apparently
struck the girl] tossed her into the
ditch and sped away.

That’s what happened two years
ago ‘and nothing has been

- unearthed since. -

It’s hard to believe that m this
modern day and age, Lhere still .
isn't any solution to the mu.rder of :
Chris Beattie. Somewhere thereis /
someone w1Lh thoughts of . that :
killing in his |
haps the’ day|

AN

or her mind! Pef-! .
will . arrive ; when | '

that' person finally breaks’down_ :

and tells the complete story.! . :
We hope so,

relieve the -minds of all residing
in thearea of the hit-run lullmg
[

i
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| .

0, |it will be a big re-
lief for the bereaved parents and .



