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- ~L--mother. 1 agree with the others

-

Sometimes, say for five min-
utes after I get back from a day
downtown, I'm full of patience
7 “and good will toward Eric. The
rest of,the time I prefer to go my
way while he goes his—till he
dismantles the hi-fi or throws his
baby ‘sister’s overalls into -the
the crumbs and shricked for washing machine while -she’s
_cornflakes till-1 put his hot cereal -
on the table and he rushed over,
ate it up and clamored for more.
When he was one and speechless,
we had no arguments about the
menu. He simply spat out what

*M not altogether an unnatural
his way-=hard.”Eric himself is
anti-corporal punishment. He’s
taken to asking me in crises:
“May I stand in the comer,
Mommy?”

that it's sad-to sce the children
growing up. It Scems only a
minute or ‘so ago that my Eric
was crawling and all I had to
do was keep knives, poisors, and

"_'j_lhc*dog‘rdinner-oﬂ-me_ﬂmwc_d;d_r,\_( want-and that—with a - Never—mind—the-—comner;

~ —torpor)~and -he- trebled—-“*What .

—groangd, “Mommy jso't up yet.

- - snowing a- blanket. of -@WQ?kFS—-cne;gy-in}o_cqnst_r_uclivc occupa- —

‘BY “HIS: MOTHER

wearing them. And then I go.

& ERIC THE TERRIBLE
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k4

Tuining their
atrophying their muscles, Well,
they don’t. They sit halfway
across the room ruining their
eyes and atrophying their mus-
cles. 1 still don’t approve of
this vicarious ‘living, _but _it's.
those "hours of “spectating that
stand between me and a par-
_ticipating memberghip.in_a.psy--
chopathic ward. R
Kate, lacking seniority,
watches anything Eric turns on.
Eric, lacking taste, favors a pro-
gram "(which he calls “children

in ‘time to such cacophonies as
“Rock that Conga,” “Lucky Lady-
bug” and *Bim Bom Bay,” presided
dver by a young man named Dick
Clark. Dick Clark is Eric's hero.

One day my father called up
while- “children dancing” was on,
and Eric spun pitifully between
the two -magnets. After yo-yoing
for a. few-sct;ondsﬁheiwalkcd«mo- .
lutely to the screen and said: “Ex-
cuse’ me; Mr. Clark. 1 have to talk
to my grandpa.” .

The child has never shown me
such consideration. But I take it as

dancing)._called_Something-Or- —as-sign-that-he's- growing up,-and__

But Eric will never sée two  few wipcs here and~there—was- =
again, and two-and-a-half-year- - that! Nowadays, -1 have to cover- -
olds abound in traits that make a cverything up with twice its

buddy. T want satisfaction,
It isn’t even safe to entertain

show featuring scores of juve-
‘niles pouncing on one another

Other-.Bandstand,-a_disc_jockey__._maybe_that’s not.so_bad. Soon I can __

statt pushing for an carly marriage.
Say,’ at four-and-a-half, :

with a two-plus terror in the
house. First thing you know,
he's grabbed star billing. Like
at my midnight_supper_party. I
throw an elegant party once an
era and this was it. So naturally
¥'d asked the most distinguished
people we knew: my husband’s
boss, a couple from the city,
our income tax analyst, and
-others_also' We were just sitting
down to seafood a fa chafing
dish when Eric toddled into our
candle-lit midst, naked from the
waist down, to announce: “I
maked two big wee-wees, cddy-
body! Wanna see?” .

One guest was editor of a
baby magazine to whom I had
just- described my gentle ap-/
proach to child care: “We plant
the seed, give it plenty of room
to grow in, and then just let it

- mother nostalgic about the good  weight in sugar and butter so he
old -days when mush in jars, won't find out what it really
djapers in droves, and an occa-  tastes like.

jonal dunk in- the. kitchen sink HAT bothers me most about -
were: baby’s ‘only nceds, In my —arguments with Eric is that
onc or two idle moments a week  he always wins. If T end it all
1 rock and reminisce on the time  with a forechand to the fanny
when I was allowed free mun of  his tear-brimmed eyes make it
my househqlfi. Now I‘.vc 80t 2 clear that I could teach Madame
severcst critic who ~isn't- my ~“de Farge a thing or two_about
friend at all. He's all motion and " 251d blood. If 1 reason with him,
a yard long and he doesn’t Hke  pe reasons with me and I lose
the way I do anything. out to his superior logic. I'm still
Today, for a recent example,  on edge from yesterday's stun-
Eric and I had a fight over ping defeat:
breakfast. Around here in the Eric: “May I go downtown
mornings, we have our own ver-  with grandma?”
sion of Shock . Theater—me. I Mommy: “She said she'd take
was blindly and painfully lean-  yoy on Saturday.” . .
ing on the stove, stirring up a Eric: "1 wanna go now.”
mess of pottage when Esau-I Mommy: “Saturday won't be
mean Eric—hurtled in. The boy pere for two more days.”
has no sympathy with my morn- Eric: "No, today is Saturday, "
ing sickness (not pregnancy, just Today is Satrday, Mommy." * grow,” So I had to go along. A
Mommy-(giancingunccrluinly—’l’ !,'Eoﬂllﬂg..gqc_‘_ii‘g‘?cd us a £'cw
at a calendar) : “Today is Thurs- ch_n-chas, gave a song chual-
day.” with toy gl‘utar acc'ompan.uncm,

. Eric: “Why?" ate a man-sized portion (mine) of

You figure it out.”I"just tofd- ,scafood__mela__ngc_nqd_wns__abqu;_
him to go "paint some’pictures __uziplny_thc_?mno when 1 pulled -
on the wall. e hgm up-by-his-roots-and-dragged-

him, sereaming, back to his bed-

All the best baby books refer
to the “terrible twos.” They tell room. After nll., a garden needs
wecding.

you to channcl the terror's

are you making—hot cercal? I
don't want that cercal. I want
that cereal”

“Please stop talking, Erie,” I

“Go iron the sug till breakfast.”

He pulled vp a chair and
climbed into'the cupboard.

“I want this cereal,” he said, )
{o_that's the mother business..
over the floor. . . . tions. I try. But it calls for top~ ¥ You can’t please everybody.

My blood wasn't too ‘tircd to | leyel creative thinking and I'm Excuse me-I mean you can't
boil and T got him down from  seldom up to it. Let him plan his pleasc anybody. 1 vowed, for in-
there fast. He threw himself on  own activities and take his pun- stance, that my children would
the linoleum, rolled around in  jshment like a man. ’ " never worship at the feet of the

1. Germicldal protection!
Norforms are safer and surer than ever!
A highly perfected new formula re-
leascs antiseptic and germicidal in-
‘—gredients-right-in-the-vaginal-troct—The
exclusive ncw base melts at body tem-
perature, forming a powerful protec-
tive film that permits long-lasting

:ﬁ._[);:;ggirant protection!

Norforms werce tested in' a hospital
clinic. and found to be.more cffective
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--action: Will not harm delicate tissucs....

surer protection g
- for your most
intimate marriage &
problems

Tested by doctors
... trusted by women

than anything it had ever uscd, Nor-
forms arc deodorant—they climinate
(rather than cover up} embarrassing
odors, yet have no ‘‘medicine’” or
1 i nfe " ‘)dﬂl' IL 'J,\.—\"

3. Convenience!
+ These small vaginal suppositorics are
so casy and convenient. Just insert—
no apparatus, mixing or measuring,
Greascless and keep in any climate.
Your driggist has them  {n-boxes of - —
12 and 24,

- Just mail his coupea to: Dept.— ST94 .
orwich Pharmacal Company .

I _Norwich, N. Y. _

Please send me the new Notforms booklet,

l in a plain envelape.
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