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HRA[L M U.\'COL‘N called ms |
abinet together ‘on September *
. ”' 1862, to read ta them his first
pmclsmntlun of emancipation. In
the dprles of two of the mem-
Shers of that councll are glven
- vivid Tunring accounts of that
“nesting, telliug of Lincolu's. sol-~
emn vow and its consummation.
This 1s the :story, of that day as
“totd by Salmon Chase, seere:
tary, of the treaswry
To department abeut nine.
State deplrlm@nl messenger. came, with notlee to
beads of departments to meet st twelve. Re
oceivéd sundry callers. Waent to tha White Hause.
All the membetgof the. cpbinet were in attend-
ance. Thers wa3 soms general talk, and.the
president mentloned that Artemus Ward had sent
Lim his hook. Proposed to read a chapter. V\hlc}o
he thought'very funoy. Read it, aud seemed
enjoy ‘it very much; the heads also (except
Stantonr), of cowrse. The . chapter was “High-
‘nanded Oum;e ‘at Gtica" The president then
ok a graver 1g0e, and said: )
“Gentlemen: ve,.la you are aware, thought
a great deal about -the relaton of mn war to
xlavery; and- you all remember .thhU, several
weeks ago, | read to you zn order that 1 prepared
on thls subject, which, on -actount of objectlons
made by somo.of you, was not fssued. 'Hver

| FRTD JLATER

Mnce then my. mind has been much occupied with
thls subfect, and I have thought, all along. that
tho time for actlag os .1t might probably come
1 think the time has come now. ] wish it was a
better timo. | wish that we were in a bettér con-
dition. The action of the army against the reb-
«ls has not heew quite’ what I should have best
1iked. )
“When the rebel army was at ‘Frederick, 1 de

- termined, as soon a& It should beé driven .out of
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. Sometmng to Be Remamhund by the

Maryiand, to issie a prociamation of emancipa-
ton, such as I thought most Mkely to be useful.
I said nothiog to apy one, but [ made the prom-
iss to myself and (hesitating a little) to my. Mak-
er. The rebel army Is:now driven out,' and [
am going to fujfll- that promise.

“1 have got you togsthec to hear what'T have
written ddwn. 1 do not wish your advice about
the maln matter, for that I have determified for
royselt. This [ say without lutendlng abything
tut respect for any one ot you. But-l hiready
Xnow the views of each o, this question.” They
Dbave been heretofgra expressed, and I have con-
.sidered them -as (hnr\:ﬂlgblv and carofully as 3
can. What I have ‘wriften is that which .my re-
fisctions :havg determinéd me to.say. If there fu
anything. In ;the expressiqna, 1 use, or in any
minor matter, which apy one of you thinke had
beat be changad, 1 shall be glad to-recelve the
suggeutions, PR

“One other obbervation Wil mahe 1 know
very well that miany. others might, in this’ matter”
as In otliers. do befter’than I can; and If 1 was
natipfied " that . the nuhllc confidence . was, more
fully possessed by any, one of them -than by me,
and knew of any. constitutional Wuy-in ;which be
could . be ‘put jn ‘my pla(‘s. be should Bave it. 1
would gladly yleld, it fo. him. . Hu!ulhnugh 1 be-
lieve.that | bave not so much the confidgnee, of
the Deople as I had wome tlie-since, I do not
kdow that, all thinge cousidered, any other -per:
gon has more: and, hdwever this may be, there
ia no way In which 1 can have any other man put
where I am. 1 am here; I must do the best, I can.
and beag the responsibility o taklng the couts
which ] teel | ought to take. .. rz

The, president then’ pmcaeded o readih
Fmanclpmmn Proclamation, making ‘remarks on
the severaldparts’ as. hie went on, .and showing
that, he had fully cotisidered the whole subjéet,
1n all the lights under. which It hisk been fresent-
After -he bad uﬁosad Gavemnr Sew-
T'he general mleutlun bavlng been. decided.
notbing ean e sold Tarther about ‘that. “Would -+
1t not, showever, make the proclamation more
,clear and declded to-feave out all reference to
“ the.act belng sustained durlng the 1n¢umbency or
the preapnt president: and not merely say thnt
the’ Eoverament ‘recognizes’. but that ft will math
taln the freedom it mclal 87"
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satisfies me that ):Lu have given to every proposi-
tlou which' has bean made @ kind and candid con-
sideratton. And you have now expressed the gon-
clusion to ‘whith ‘you have arrlved clearly and
distlnetly. Thik it was yo\x1 right, and, under
your oath of nmm your duty Yo do. The procla
mation does ndt, [indeed, mark out exactiy tha
course | unum‘mysen prefer. But 1 am rendy
ta take 1t justegs it is written, and to stund bydit
with all my hedrt. 1 think, howerer, the sugges-
tlons of Gnverrmr Seward very. judicious, and
shall be glad to have them adopted.”

The presideft then asked us severally ‘our
opinlona ag to lhn modification proposed. saying
that e did uot| cure much about the phrases he
had used. Pvm one avored the . modificatlon.
and it was wdngted Governor Seward then Dro-
posed that, in the passage relating t6 colonlza-
tion, sbme language should -be’ introducedi to
‘show that the lcolonization proposed- was to be
only with the consent of the colonists and the
«ousent of-the ume- in which colonies might, be
attempted. This, Yoo, was' agréed to, and no

other ‘modification’ was proposed. .

1 Giideon - Welles,- gecratary- of the navy, uho Te-
corded in bis diary the events of that“day. He.
too, alluded to the -solemn covenant Lincoln bad
made, to free the.slaves in the évent of 2 victory.
The victory. hag come, and Lincoin had made up
his, mind. Thig I» We\lea narrative, ritten ‘un-

der Adate or
A apeclu éal hxet nfeeun;: The subject wag
“the the slaves

- after @ certain date ln states that shall then be
in rebellion. For severa] weeks the subject has
been suspended; bnt the president says never ioql
wight of. \Wheh it was submitted, and noy; In

taking up the proclamation, the pr@sideut stuted -

that the questien was finally decided, the act nnd

the condequendes were his, but that he felt it -

Aue to, us to wpake ug acquainted with the fact
#nd to Invite cxiticlsm on_the paper which; he
had prepared, ; i Tuqre were; he had found, ‘nat
unexpac!edly. .spme .difterences in the cahinel
but. he had, alter usc@rmnlng 1 his own way

*“the viéws of each and ali. individuaily and collec-
tively, lurmed hll QI 1 conclusions nnd mndc!hh

own decisions. |

*In ‘the ‘course &t the dlmmxuu on this ]:n‘pf-'n
which wag lang.{genrneut and, op tHe general
prinetple ~ involved, . harmonious, ~ he . remarked
* that be'had niade o vow! a covenant, that if God
“gave us the victory in the approaching battle, he
‘would conaider- it an indleation .of; Divine Will.
and-that\if wal
cause of emdncipation. I¢ might be thousht
.etrapee,.he safds that Ite had jn this wa: xubmll
ted the disposrl of Matters when:the way was
not clear to his mind what he should do. God
liad ‘decided thff pueitisn In" favor of the slaves:

‘He was satfsfled’ it' was right. was confirmed
ind stréngthelined in bis action by the vow
e results. His' mihd 'was ﬁxed his dec

Alon

b hls diity to move forward in;the -

and”
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made, but «he wished his papor an
course as ¢orrect in terws as it ¢ol
without any change in -the:determ
rewd the document, One or:two
ameudments sukgested’ by Seward w
It was then, hawled to the secretary
publish tomorrow. .

After this, Blair remarked that lw considered
i proper to say he-@id not concir in the ex-
pediency of the measure at this llnw though he
spproved of the principle, and shoyld. therefore.
wish to file his objections.  He stated at some
length his ‘views, which were sobsantfally that
he ought not to pul in greater _yooyard\ the pa-
trivtic eleaent in the border states. that the re-
sults of this proclamation would m.-lm carey over
those, states cny masse to the ‘Sclessionists as
kopn as it was read, and that $hfre was also a
dlass of partisan$ in the free stz endeavoring
to revive old parties, who would figve » club put
into their hands of which they would avail them-
selves to beat the administration.

The president sald be hud conalqered the dan-
ger_to be apprehended’ from the flrat objection.
which was;undoubtedly serious, but|the ‘objection
was certainly as great not'to acty as regarded
the last, It had not much weight with bim.

The.question of power, authority. in_th¥ gov-
ernment 1o set Aree the slaves wak hot much dis-
cussed at this meeting, but had been canvassed
by the president In private conversatlon, with the
members individually,. Some thought legislation
advisable before the step was taken, but con-
gress was clothed with no, autbority; on this, sub-
Ject, nor 14 the executive, except under the wa
power—military necessity, martial | law, *when
there can be no legislation. This was the view
which | topk when the president. fitst predented
the subject to Seward and myself last sammer,
ns we werp returning from the funeral of Stan-
ton’s chlld—l ride of! two or! three miles from
beyond Georgetown. -Seward ‘was at that time
nok at all communicativé, andi' I think. npt will-
ing to advise, though be did not dissent tiom the
movement. .

It is momentous. both lu lll'immedla(e Ind Te-
mote results, and an; exercise of extraordiuary
power, which cannot:be justified on mere bu-
manitarian| principles, and %6uld siever have been
attempted but to reserve the ‘natlonal: existence,
The ﬁlnveﬁ must be. with us’or dgainst us_in the |
war, Let Us have them. These were my qonvle
* tiohs.'and Ihig the drift of the discussio:

The efféct which the ‘proclimation will Lave
on“the publle mind is a matter of some’ uncer-
tainty. In|some respacts it would, I think, have
been better to have Isbued it v.lmn tofmerly first
considered;

There 1! an.impredsion” that Seward’has op-
posed, and is opposed to. the: measure. ' 1 Lave
not been, without that impreasion myselt;: chiefly
from his besitation to commit himgelf,: and’ per
haps becapse actfon was suspended.on his sug-|
gestion. But in the final discussion he. has aw
cardially, supported the measure as Chase.

For myself the lml:]ec!. has, from.its magnitude
and ita ¢ansequences,’ oppressbd me, aside from
the ethifcal features of the question. It is a step
in the progress of this war iwhich will extend!
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REGALLS A ROMANGE

Augtion of Old Miéhigan Court
house Brings Up Odd- Story.

Building at Berrlen Springs Once
Ownéd by a'Young Widow Who Was
Wogd and Won by a Chlcngoan
in an Odd Place,

" Berrlen Springs, hﬂch—’l‘he o
Herrlen county courthouse at Berrien
Springs, Mich, connetted with which
there i an unusual Chicago romance,
haes been.advertised. to be sold uader
the hammer, In order to satisfy an in-
dehleduens that has been hanging over

it for some time.

A Chicago minister -named Flavius
J. Probst once married into the pos-
session of this historic structure,
which was erected in the eariy '30s,
apd which at one time was oue of the
most extens{ve marrying places In the
middle west, B

After the county® lelt was. moved
{rom: Berrien Springs ‘to St Joseph the
,courthouse and the jail came into the
pussu!lan of Mrs. Julia Allen, a pret-
ty young widow of the former county
seat. She became a member of a
party invited to ‘g0 through one of
the blg Chitago water tunnels, and on
tbis trip, so the story goes, she met
Mr, Probat, ahd before €ither of them
bad again saw, daylight they bad. fall-
en in. love with each other, he pro-
posed arid she accepted. They were
subseqienily married, ‘and took up
thefr abode in the jail section of the
old ¢ounty courthouse, where. they
spent their honeymoon and lived bap-
pily for some time. o

Then came a ripple In this odd sea
of matrimony. The wife set up the
clalm that her busband had hypnot-
ized her {nto deeding him the court-
house’ property, and there was a suit
to set aside the tramsfer.’ This suit
hung in the courts for some years,
and it had many of the angles of the
famous Jdrtdyce vs. Jarndyce case ln
Dickens' “Rleak House,” and peaple
began to say that there wasn't much
chance for Mrs. Probst getting judg-
ment until the, day of judgment or un-
il the old courthouse had rotted away
from the ravages of timg. But a son
of Mrs. Probst by her first marriage
ultimately effected a'seftlement, and
again the building passed b:\c). to the
owrership of Mrs. Probst.

Berrien Sptings at the time the uld
courthduse was housing the govers-
mental business of Berrien county €n-
joyed as much distinction as & Gret-
na Green as St. Joseph since has taken

Qld_Courthouse at Berrien Springs,
E © Mich,

to itself.
noes up and down the St. Joe river,
stopping long enough at Berrien to be
matried in its quaint old courthouse.
Children and grandchildren of-Michi-
gan, Indisha and 1linols ploneers
pledged_ their tfoths within ts shad-
ow and were joined in matrimony from
its- crude bench.

The people of thia section of Ber.

rien county say to thie day that St
Joe boosters stole the county seat,
and long .after Mrs, Allen had ac-
quired,.the old buildings. the promo-
térs af “the big dune overlooking Lake
Mh:hlgun evinced genuine regret that
‘they hada't carried the historic old
buflding along with the books.
* Up to this time Do one knows just
what will become of the old south-
west Michigan landmark, bot among
the possibllities is.the chance that
it will pass into the “hands of the lo:
‘| cai overs 6t history to house many
“different objects tbat tell of the early
‘day and of buman struggle in permu-
nent settlement. .

DOG'S- BARK SAVES: MASTER

“Béy " Bistued From ‘SuMocstion in|. ' s

. "Steep by Firemen Whoae Quarters
Are Across the, Street.
Chlcngc—'ﬂ:e life ‘of Nathan Kap
Jan, sop of Frank Kaplen, owner of a
saloon at 506 West. Chicago avenue,
was saved by the barkipg of a fox
terrler when fire amcked the build-

The boy ns asleep in the rear ol
the saloon” when fire, started by
crossed  electile wires, attacked the
barroom. He was raptdly -becoming
\unconsetots from the smoke when the
‘huk!ng of the dog was helrd by Lieu
epant Frank Stlft of englne company

Upon going to the’ “saloon; Lleutan
ant Stift and Pipeman Qscar Fugate
found 1t ﬁ‘!ed ‘with apioke. The bark:
ing ~¥as becoming fainter, and they
broke down the door. Tn a rear rochn
they foihd young Khiplan unconsclous
land carried bim out.

A “atill" alarm was sounded, after,
which the two firemen rescued the
elider Kﬂp]ln. ni§ wite and " thelr
[daughters, . Catherine and E]hahelh
from their lpartn:enm ;bovs the

Lovers paddled their ca-|

are across the |’
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