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Foceal point of a
controversy for wel
* this building, the F
ship Hall, built 87 yj
The controversy—

to do with the build
principal user, " the|
maved to ‘its new
31555 11-Mile Road.
" This'edifice—imposing whether you
like its architecture pr not—has been
a partner of a; mojt peculiar mar-
riage, a marriage [of the Masons,
Farmington Township, and the City
of Farmington. The|City owns 15 per
cent of }he property; the Township

65 per cent; and the Masonic Lodge
20 per cent.

The ‘Township, Naving used the
building for some 80lodd years, would
like now to get somewhere around
$65,000 fpr its share| (It cost a little
more than $4000 [to build) The
Masons do not want o buy the build-
ip's concept of
City. And thus

value; nor does the

\ITS ITS F

liami Burke, Mr. Richard Davideit,
Mr. ‘Ralph Yoder, and Mr. Carl
Bochoke will make 2 decision that
night about rezoning the property.
Presently the property is zoned R-1

Parking. -

TE

The Township wants. the property -

rezoned commercial in order to in-
crease its value and subsequent mon-
etary benefit to them. The Township
appraisal has been based on the as-
sumption that the property would
become commercial. This appraisal
figure has not been revealed to the
general public in spite of the pro-
testations by many of this question-
able ethies on the part of the Town-
ship.

A, proposed solution to the sifua-
tion- is that the City purchase {ie
building, renovate it, and act as. the
leasing agent of its facilities. That
the :City has just such a right is no
question. Tie City Council author-
ized expenditures of $62,500 of tax

- money recently to build a new Muni-

the dilemma.
M No effort will be
review all of the dit

cipal Building and it obviously has
the- authority to purchase the Town
-Hall and to levy taxes to support its

lon the state |
ely, is' not

to-the patterned design
roof which, unfortunat

A PHOTOGRAPHER by the ‘name
of Pesha took this shot sometime

made here to
scussion and ac-

after 1914. The hack portion of the clearly visible in Ahy of the photos. | tion that has taken| place over the administration. .
Town Hall was added that year. The picture posthgrd was 2 gift by past year, but of major concern to all Though many individuals and many
Note the third entrance, unused to- Police Chief Josepht G. DeVriendt to * the persons who, favor saving the Hall { groups have expressed interest in -

the‘building and taken the'stand that
the Town Hall should remain, all the
forces at hand may not stay the swing
-of the wrecker’s ball and cable, par-
ticularly so, if the Planning Commis-
sion ‘gives a green light to re-zoning
next Monday night.

brk and a com-
5 the next meet-

Mr. Harley Walters of the Historical | as-a_historic landm)
: i munity meeting|hall

: . . ing of the City Planging Commission

~ scheduled for next Jlonday, January
14, The| Commissign composed of

Mrs. Craig Porter, Mr. Wilbur Broth-
erton, /Mr. Bayard Tupper, Mr. John
Allen,jMF. Hugo Pelerson, Mr. Wil

| | i

day, on the Grand River side. The

detail of the original was carried

out exactingly on the addition, even
|

" township government had moved the last of its eqlii
" mew 11.Mile headquarters. The shades are drawn; ;he doors are
/.. - lockedi' Only the pigeons remained on the afternpon that thisi
photo was taken. They called plaintively, as if they, too, under-i’
stood. {hat azfrera had passed. . co

INSTEAD OF THE cz‘irved‘ namie of the township supervisor or the
name of the governor or the U.S. president, this tablet, clearly =
visible above the main entrance, shows the name of the builder,
3. S. Prall, and the yéar of construction. Who J. 8. Prall was and
what else he buiit is shrouded in history. Oldtimers may be|able
to help on this. . '

Victorian With French Renaissance

. THE ARCHITECTURE? — "What Basis for the label Victorian is not the building very much.| Paris of- than functional, they did [receive lim- |
isit? And is it any good? Life most  obscure. Victorian is a term applied ficials decreed in the edrly 1600's  ited usage as places to converse or :
architecture: of most buildings, the to many phases of architecture which that no building in the city could be merely to view the landscape. i
N . “design of the Town Hall is not “pure” happened to develop during Queen above a certain number jof stories. But back to the original question: |
i anything. 1tis Victorian with French  Victoria's' reign. Tme tower, the  Mansard got around the|ruling by  Is it good? Is modern |good? Are {
Renaissance adaptations. How sch'a  chrbels, the arched doorways, the  designing the roof which| has come  masses of glass and corcrete good?
concoction ended up in Farminglon,  ihiricate detailing along the roof line, o bear his name. The Owens House, Or will the exigencies 4f fime and
only the builder, J. S. Prall, could e dormers with their ornateness  now the Elks Lodge, on)the north  changing fashion make {hem:as old
tell us. But it was, anll s, not un- e lf Vietorian. side of Grand River near Farmington  hat as Greek Revival or Victorian
cgru{lr:?run flfl:‘r ”“;jﬂs?:r_]t: 0:e;nt;;¥ The French Renaissance influgnce  Road is another illustration of a  or Gothic? Very likely. | Butjthat is
. icde;s {mm books 0; dr) wl;ngs and may be less well-known and pr%bl)' Mansard roof. not quite the point. The point'is that
; make up their own adap{ations from more d;ﬂicnlt toerace,dThe To) fli’s a wSlulme mat); "‘i;“‘deTh“:hy the t%w%;? ;he Tg\yn Halll replt'g;‘enta nugt';inkten; Se~il
H N i . Aansar roof. ansard was a Par; ell, any building al ns -a build- y and incontrovertibly, 2 segment [ !
: :;fs:es?;:; ﬁﬁ?“;“fvie{é Si‘;‘;ﬁi‘;i?;’ iian who conceived of the slanted  ing in 1876 had to have g tower. 1t  our historical and af de- THE LITTLE-NOTICED, unused south entrance to the Town Hall
and to his other buildings, certain  rpof with windows as a way to tuck  was a mark of distinction. Many  velopment. As such, the huildin possesses a stately arched door, probabiy the only original outside
Jeffersonian modifications. So it'is  4n extra floor into a building without  houses, even, boasted of towers, and  should not be destroyed-unless we door rena The main- éntrance doors have been replaced, as
d though they were more 1 a comparison|of the photos t top [eft will'show. Behind the door

with the Town Hall, ctually raising the overall height of wish to destroy histary.

is the room which, for a mimber of years, was used as a makeshift -
kitchen! If the building isisaved. the scraggly bush obscuring the
dog{n should be removed and this. handsome door made usable
again. N . -
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THIS VIEW OF THE TOWER from the
Grand River side was taken to show the
small tablet with the words “Masonic
Lodge, No. 5876.” The Masons, who use
the upper floor of the hall for their meet-
ings, use the entrance further to-the-left—~-
of ‘this tower, . B
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/0 FEATURES OF the building which
: interesting example of the con- -
. skuction) f former years are'the intrieately
- andidelicately detailed dormers and the cor-

" bels (or_hrackets) which underpin the roof

. gvérhang. - The brackets, carefully detailed
to0;surfonnd the.entire building along the

2 . .

eaves. Ornamentation of this sort was comi ‘ . THE ENTRANdE WAY to ‘the former

mon on public and private buildings of the i Township Library before its move to its

period. ‘The pseudo-French Iron work 9 . ‘ S iding for ohics space -
. o

pearing as ornamental treatment on many . ‘ {0 print the tax fornis, The 1914 addition, ‘

of the. subdn_visiun houses in Farmington - : of which this wing is g.part, kept.the .

itoday is an illustration of the attempt by . arched doorway as| iliustrated ghove, -

ibuilders to return.to.a-former-day. right. ,
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