- Almost ; Geé
‘Lighted Field -

* Over the past '15.or more
ears-there has heen falk on re-
eated occasions about the pos-

¢sibility of providing Farmington;

Iwith a lighted football and ath-
tletic - field. :

1. What many 'pmpla may " not|
now: is the fact that in lhe

ere was.placed to'a vote of
ithe people and was rejected by
% slim 36 vote margin;
:° The proposed location dor the
. Dlighted field was' on’ city-owned
: 'property on Gill Road near|
{Nine Mile.
Voters were asked o approve|
one mill (SL.00 per $1,000)
{valuation) tax levd for twol
tyears to underwrite the cost of]

ly founding in 1824 up until the
date of the establishment of ajtheir new home
city form of government locally!
in late 1925 IS very mteresung

‘The stery as we are’ ipresent-
ing here has been printed a
riumber of times in the past in
pretty much the same form. We
fecl, however, that there ar el

!provldmg the field
i T A Classiiléd Ad

pcrhaps many newcomers to
‘lthe community who ™ have - not|
yet seen or jead the story.|to 'collect thein
Many older residents who have[beunty from the
ikely read the story|troit. A replica

GET THAT COOLING

SYSTEM IN YOUR CAR

IN GOOD ORDER
RIGHT ‘NOW

Don't _trust ms important
job to ]us! :mytma Bring
your car into our station
where you can ‘be sure of
getting complete and expert
service. ;

***

BOB _ROZENBOOM
. . SERVICE
32410 GRAND RIVER
" st POWER ,
GR. 4-9719

Arthur Power and his - group
made camp, gave the name of|Power built his
their dormer home o their new|1852, this one being a two-story
and: so founded frame building Tight next to
fichigan. 'where the junior hi
settlers wer efstands today. The
closely mlowed by another par-|school building w
ty from New York State, among|1888, when Carlk
them the Warner family w i t h|ley was superiniendent.
i [P, Dean. They Main"Thoroughway
traveled by boat to Detroit and| ~ After Lansing
then toak the overland route via[state capitol, traffic between
there and Detroit increased ‘and
Grand River became a main
highway. Farmington benefitted)
commercially and was a stop-
ping-off place for the stage-|
coaches and wagons that trav-
eled the road. Botsford lnl:n \}ms
opeed in 1836 as bne of the fin-
SMethodits| %t hotels in thé state. The
Owen House, owned and man-
hzle church aged by L..D. Owén, was on
the corner of Far Rd.
and Grand Rivek owhere the

Dearborn to Farmington.
Churches and Schools
E!k:\na. Comstoek, traveling

Pontiac, visited
Fanmington in 182% and saw to
it that a place oi[rworshxp was

built (he_u' chumh in 1844 on the

for :G years, until the night in
o “the

ground Two yedrs after the

fire their building on Warner

Avenue. at Grand River was
qt was!

Early Founders Were
Real Pioneer Settlers

The- ‘history of Farmington,the Umversnhstlch\uch was
City and Township from its ear-|built. The Bapnsé(

year the Indians
this way on their:
their reservation

before have probably, much|log cabins of the original settle-

like us, forgotten many of the|ment was constructed by Nate|

ils, Power for the Farmington Cen-|8
in Oay, 1824, a party of ad-Jtennial celabration. Ot stood for

venturers led by Wrthur Power|2 number of yeats in the Town

and his several sons left their Hall Park. :
in Farmington, New| Farmington's
York, and traveled to Detroit.|master was Nathpn iPower, one
After two days hard traveling{of Arthur’s sons,|
they reached their, goal. The|schoolma'am wa:
river offered an exceLlent loca-
tion for a grist mill and saw|
ill, there was an abundance
of standing timber dor the con.|granted to him f{
struction of duildings and there|built it on the hi
was a good supply of food in
the small game and wild fowl.

throughout the di
Little Red

on_October 9, 1841

in 1830, ‘It stood on what is
now Shiawassee [Street, but in
1830 there was just ‘an ‘Indian
trail through there. Twice 2§

journeys from

Ann Head. Tn 1835, ‘Nate Power
was authorized to build a new
school and the dund of $375 was

creek and it became known

the Baptist|

Selly and Porter Shepard,
Masonic Hall and the Township|ily: His son, Harry W., hl
general
Town Hall Built in the *90’s an|
A new Town Hall was built in|City Clenk.
1876. At the east end off the
park was the wagon and black:
smith shop of John P. Eisen-|P. Dean Warner, had a i
lord, and ‘this was removed|ware store and g
when the Town Hall was erect-|the Farmington and Fr
. . eese Company, havmg e
The drug * store  that lished the Warner Dairy G . i
burned in the fire was the first|2892,
such place in Farmington;and|with IFred Cook and Clin
stood whore, the former JMunici-
oa} Building is now. Dr. Wood-(*
man’ was, later ‘appointed post-
mster in 1885. Succeeding post-|was a private. banker. Jam
masters were M. B.. Pierce,|Hogl
i889; E. C. Grace, 1893; DMr.

tlottice,
as erected in

ed.

ed

Bank now stands.

After the Civil

ington entered in

4852 that|eXpansion whicfh
or

errce again in'1897; and T.
NeGee in 1913, Mail was deli
éted to- Farmington- from
rll:ax( by stage uniil the coa

thén. was, establishéd fr.

Beech, ‘\heh}gzn serv
R

i

grown with the community, and ¥

istory | dcne

n'as the Detroit to Howelt Plank |being kept at that trme
Road at [that time. There were wood plank Grawth m the.area was start-|
walks, uoud canoples out over the fronts | [ing but it nb more than'got un-|by a stightly improved | ratio.,
of the Stores and hitching posts for the |der way when World War II Lx)lm POPULATION projections fof

FARMINGTON’S MAIN STREET as it
looked in_the year 1888 when The Farm.
-ington Enterprise first |came into being,
consisted of nine or!ten stores along the
north side of Grand River Avenue just east

horses hack in those |days.!
of Farmington Road. Grand River Ave. . 1 P :

ing a gap whnch Lhe o mes

| Custommade| 7t was aiter the lw‘-’l T here were almost 6,000 papers

could not leap,

-|boots and “shaes -were thespe-|that “‘e reul bmldmg fboom be- rolling from the Enferprise’s
Do

would have been !ar grealer. {tween
Mr.|4s it was, the fire ruined the
Smith Store, Dr. Woodman's|practitioners. Was Dr. J
drug store, the stores of W. B.

w. y 1950
press weekly and our press run .
Miss Marie Gill catered lo the the C;ty and Township :had i5 now over 6,500 and r;m]d]y Our ,',031 in' the years ahead
ladies with her inillinery an dimost doubled. The official 1950fheading for-the 7,000 mark. |l pe to ; > "
. James W. Hatten|gopulation in the City of Farm-| | Population estimates for the|" o "¢, {0 continue o imprave

One . of L\?‘nl\[mnﬂons £4a;

Moore, who bui
d by th

T
-[sold” farm imploments. Henry ington .was; 2,825 and . ini the it
! ¢ y and Townshi) com‘omcd
a egemglen ?ﬁi m&!:l;gi T‘iw"s',:{,’; 12d,999 making the to-| presenuy range rbefwecn ooofington Enterpnse as the official
Vi tal col n commum -
Vere Thomas T i Tt ity POP ind 36,000. Recent 'post' newspaper,_for the community.
nd William Kennedy,| The Enterprise’s cu-culalxon

s o tonsorialinersses were kecpingwoce| A Pleasan| Place! To Dme

M. B. Pierce and|ywith this fast growth, witli jover
n

;éra
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i
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Community @rowﬁh Starts in
1945; Enterprlse Grows Wlth It

Tp unL\l the "early pnrt o[ The big circulation increase 10,000 houscholds in Lhe‘com
1940, Fanmington iwas still pret-{between 11954 and 1958 il
ty much of a quiet ‘rural com- natural since this was also the| we Enterprise are ex~
munity. - eriod of exceptionally rapidlyres show that there are around
| The official 1940 population i tal growth in the tremely proud of the fact that
the City. stood at 11,510 and the{fur . |eur growth in pnid circulation s
at 5,695 | Official 1960 tion fig-|has pay
Pop c‘ss ﬂauoih(}u,l:]relshelor F‘urml’n’to; growth! and lhnt our paid cired-
than 2,000 shouséhelds : in| the|City and Township lo be slight- lation o ity ,:‘%I:
community ‘and the | i over 30,000 or a little moreing majntaiged.
7| was being delivered |into dbout han four, times ag great as the ‘Fow | newspapers in idly
j|hialf of them as close as\we can of the’ cummumty in| arawi ¢ bp‘_’ff S nmml es
detenmine fromvrat'ner vague|1940. I Ehmg s“ru “bgota hl
circulation |records 'that were| | FARMINGTON' Entarprise S pereentags of Bonified p'agf‘ﬂ

aid circulation had kept pace,
subscribers as we are naw
vith this' rapid growth ﬂ:ltern maintaining.

h We had grown from. abou} 1
broke out -and,new home |con-|readers in 1940 to over 4
struction came 'to an- almpst

by Farmington are both gratifying .
and challenging to us. By 197D

By the middle part of 1o62(2 SRy POPUaton oL gvor

1980 a, population of around

complete standstill.

upan the quality of The Farm-

shop, Mr. Cham- the old “ofe at a time" handf; ;

i cigars and' did[feed press. | | .

ck -répairing. E.| BY 1954 it was clext to the

eral store w 2 Slowners of the Fan inglon En- antd I/Ln

ddition},000 papers being turhed out on|| ) THE .

. The year 1898

tion effortsi were going: lu be
‘opening of thelneeded to keep pace with the
ler OMills junderirapid growth of this now clear :

nt of Louis Gilde-|ly  defined | subirban cumm

leber in wwhat \vas hs(ed

&

. Dean Warrier at this'

n o( the century,

See EARLY FARMINGTON
Page AC, Column 6 only way they were going lo

S

many

terprise that conlmumﬂ cn'cula

nity. 1t was also being recog-] ! ]
e by e redetne! | amd RES'E’AURANT

into the col mmumt), thuL thel{ + |

" CONTACT ;LENSES,
'/ FRAMKS: REPLACED

' EYE EXAMiNATKONS

Dr. H. Teitel

OPTOMETRIST

j;wn aml Caunfrz 0/)lxca/

23354 FARMINGTON RD South of Grand River {lheen dor the qui
i GR. 80880

dry goods store

buildings in the B
on the north side
er FEast of Fan
There was no fi

z
Uenler and only 2 wells 0

raw on for wat

one of the fire fig
dered a house tor

c0mplete dptlcal SerV|ce council was i:rr:;]iagnd Jls dirst
session; was held of

TLLED A firé broke oul

CATED October 9, 1872, in

ford and Bell Branch.

5| Farminglon were hauled from|
SIDetroit by Samuel
He would 'make\Z trips a.week
each .trip: ‘heing a two-day, ex-|our knowlcdge, ‘The Farmh
" |pedition. For ‘most of the|dis-|ton finsurance Agency - lo¢
“ltdr.ce between Farmington|and|on Grand River Avenue:
Detroit, Grand River was|laid tween _ the Metropolitan B

a %

spread to the adjoini

imington Rd.

ing township's.

Our-best wishes to the Farm
75th Birthday. Your policies 2|
have played an important pa!

/ Happy Bu‘thday

FARMINGTON ENTERPRI‘

ngton’ Entei*prise on {]

nd presentation of the W

't in the orderly and

g‘i_evelopment"of the city »of Far

DETROIT EDISON |

mington and the surrot

Da
oach
was_discontinued. A ‘route|
om
ing
ed:
i

_Almost  all goods _sold

imunity was! to become . d regu
rance lar Enterprise reader, | . ‘e BUFFETS & NOONDAY LUNCHES

Farmmgton Insu
Oidest local BuSlness g;%:‘?:éﬁ??ﬁ% S}?ﬁg‘ " For Rescrvations Call GR. 65320 or KE. 48300

Thé oldest bum;r& i Fas

with 02k plank; but only in

e e iy S | 32305 GRAND RIVER Ave.

what was going on in our ‘com-
AT BROOKDALE

The paper's circulation as of|} * © COCKTAIL HOUR 3:30 to 6:30. P.M. J
the fall of |1954 stood at 2, e NIGHTLY ENTERTAINMENT |
|
|

Legien

743} During '39 ‘and 60 )_‘an a_n ggtfy

rly 1190t there: was
leveling "off: geriod * YOUR HGST and nosmss
(Open Monday thru Saturday—Closed Sundzys)

slightly over 100 new.
ing -added.

s'inglc lane." Delroitbound Lraf
(icAh:ld the, right-of-way,

Ol Gur-bound. vehicles had to )g e i
u[ into the mud to clear the
lane. H

]l:we A Toll Road |

the way in the 1870's, one at
the Farmi - Redford [line

Dining' Room. ! N
The first owners of Lhe i

who stuted up he busme'
a. of 1868, In 18‘1
There were fqur toll-gates on De:um’y
business and continued lo

one ot Mill Road, another at
Monnier Road and a fourth ‘at
‘Warner (Rd. The toll- chnrge for
2 . two-horse vehicle was{ Lwo
cents per :mile| For a_ loaded
wagon, a onefway trip jloo!\
from four to six hours, ut a
single buggy with a good driv-
ing horse could:make it m!onlv
3 hours.

In the boom days of| the
1870's a farm hand could expect
to be paid §20 a' month, plus his

In 1902 Clinton /W, Wilber
over the business followed
A A Bruder in 1911 and &

DEAL PLAN,

OTHERS

John M. Clapplson one o
present owners,  took over
business on May 12, 1952
has' continued fo build and
and the business since
time. As the business grew
Conroy was taken into parf

3 tha
0JOvid, Juekson, Lonaitg ‘it pf har Disrts of thp state. land!
o got the BEST ut tlie LOWES
ind wo oxpoct to dent i’

find and keep, for his work.
Day laborers were paid about
$ for a’workday of ten to 12
haurs. A’ carpenter’s rale) was
15¢ an hour, brickmason’s v.as
20¢c. Fresh eggs were pnccd
10¢ a dozen, butter sold for 200
4 pound; pork, 8c to ll)c a
pound; the best steaks, 25 a
pound; gaod suit of dnlhes $15.
Very few Homes were ’more
than $1,000 and a house and|
garden renled for about $100 a
year.
- Basiness Activities
The dirst newspaper | was|
| printed on November 2, 1888 by
Edgar R, Blocmer. The Enter-
prise avds 2 hand made news
paper ‘and Fred Coakciw
printer’s devil, whose chi task

my aud plyrin’this purt-ofehn country. - Hnving: yan
uying o sthe largo quan!
I0E,; ai o\uv Moy 1s 't6 givo oyr custome:

foryra ner 8y our yrodeeusor )

‘ o fuial to lnvite'allaf Bey .

intod with k)nnd 1ot ua show-you we R }
i
\

rmythlnu lu the]luﬂ of'

 Tile,"Sash, Dnors, Sewer Plﬂa,
.astar, Fenca Pusrs, |

i A
REPRODUC’I‘IBN

Farmington’s dirs L Iu

was started heré.just afte
turn of the century by
Otis. He started his small
ness here dealing not onl
Jumber and coal;but’also i
ment blocks. tile! and Driel

ty in 1874 and did some I:
ing in the-area before deg

Supply Needs of Our Commumty Farmmgtons Story is; Our - Story e
|

‘|ient af Arthur Power, this com-
0

“|[ettice “and “help_ the Bloomer

Helped Stuff
Early Papers

One of the. early setilers in
Fnrmmglon who still resides
here -is: Mrs.. Bessie Prindle
who resides nt 2'121 Wilmarth
Street, Sheé is-a direct descend-

munity’s {founder. He was' her|
grandfather.
- Mrs. Prindle relates that she|
recalls qulte well the early
days ini"the history ‘of ‘The|
Farmingtoh Enterprise. Shewas
a personal|friend of a dnugbter
of Edgur lqomer, the paper’s|i
founder. !
{Every hirsday after schoal
and sometjntes into the night,
she recalled, there was paper

As Farmmgmn Has Grown N We Have Grown.

inuous Advertisers. Their. Record: of Service to the Residents and Businesses -

A reprint ‘of M.he adve
ment announcing the chan
ownership of the busine:
that time nppears inan ad
txsement on ths page "ol

d Work in.

Woman’é C]lubﬁalY' :
‘Older Than P,ape'r

One year befor’e the Far;
ton Enlerprlse ’be an pul

Woman's Clab was fdﬂne_
The club's first presix‘i‘?m
iv

.m;uzy of Lhe pronunent
t

stuffing that )md to be done and
the task fell upon the Bloomer
childfen.: " Mrs, ®rindle  stated|
that mary hmes she used to go|
over to,the small mewspaper|

| oF, OUR AD

[ pst. a1, 1ats
FAXHHNGTON
ENTERPRISE
Mnnunzmg
Our Purchase of
| “Amos OUs’
er Bosjuess

We Are Proud o£ Our Long Hlstory Of Serving the Lumber ‘and |

.
h i { i

-
We Are Proud Too, of Bemg Orie of The Enterpr:ses Oldest Con- :

Our Community Hag Helped make E‘armington a Better Place to lee ‘
. 'We Join. in Wi,s:'l)iug fl‘l_ieiENTERPRISE a HAPPY ’i_sth!? ; :

the Same Old Stand

E.UMBER

A0S OTIS -
o

chlldrenfw {5 the-paper

!




