THE FIRST PRESS that T]lc En(erprlse
was printed on back in the early days of

t

ke paper by Edgar Bloomer was nothing

more than a large table-top prani press.

The {

rm was Inked and a shéet of

paper {75year histol 1
placed on it, after which an impression ;‘}"zsb’;‘ét &'—‘: r“‘k::‘s{‘ éwg"—“ to
) . cor it by hand. knawledge.
roller [was pulled over it by han s | 4 DETERNINED and eaer-
i getic man ‘at the age of 33, Ed-[a

© 7|zar Bloomer
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as township c.lerf( for a nu
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and Town:

f years. Tt was a positio
hetd until only: a Aew

he Farmi
has gone through
some ‘very shaky experiences.
As well as |the records show,
there appears to have been a
number of;tinfes that the news-|
paper was near the point of|
having t0| suspend publication
for lack of |financial support
between the time the first issue|
was cranked off on a hand-
feed press by founder Edgar|
R. Bloomer on Nov. 2, 1838 and
this date.| Sgmehow, however,
2 week miver went by in this
ry that "a paper|

Enterprise

saw .a need - for
. Farmmvtan like every other
cnmmunu)' to have its own pa-
per and set about to provide it
with one with only very limited
resources.

The dirst 1ssues of the paper
were turned |out by Bloomer,
almost :done'but with a little
help from other members ofl

his family) from a small build-
“ling in an ordmrd adjolning his|
hoine. The pave size was less|

years back, | |

of

The paq)er was sold fby }um
toCHyman Levinson of Detroit
on May 2, 1927 @t was a six

* |column by 20 inch sheet that

Smith's stay with the ]
was short as, was the peri
time it was |owned by 1!

.|of . the - paper w

the paper- was |printed on at
that time and the average -size
s eight pages.

[Ramsey from |, {Redford "whg fol-| The paper sold [for 5 cents a
lowed him as\owner it-.lcopy. or $1.50 for a ya:\rs sub-|
For about a two-year ppriod|seription. '

John “Jack” Price owned::
paper but was lured from

to Towa to take over as i
ager of a daily paper f.he're.

" LEVINSON began to /build
the paper and h) 1929 avas put-
ting out 12-page papers quite
oonslstanﬁy When the fig de-

Wiltis Tord died shortly laiter

pre: ion came, The

acquiring the Ipaper from Price|
and ‘his estatd sold it to Wales
Martindale,

MARTINDALE kept the pa-
per only 2 shart time Hefore
selling it to E. [E. Brown who!

ined it for only a'shorz

In 1922. the:paper Much ‘had|

like™ all -other businesses, sufs
fered greatly.- 1t appears that
shout the only thing that képt
the paper. ahve through the
long depre,aslon years twas Tev-
enue ‘derived from the publica-
tion of “mortgage default” le-
gal notices. Many weeks there|
were as many as three solid

now. been moved into a_larger (P
sized building was acquirgd by
'William . Oitler wvho retrined
it untit 1927 when he sold fo -ac-

The Enlerprlsu acquired -a|
slightly Targer sized press'in the
spring of 1939 and went fo ap-

quire the_ Leslie: Local ® DY
can in Leslie, Michigan.
The presem\buudmg in

which
The [Enterprise i

ximately the - sheet S)ze x!
has now, .

IN THE EARLY summeér of
1941 the ‘paper, was purchased|

was construcied |by Miller “in
1926. Betwéen ‘that time.

this two or three additionsh

by A. C. Tagg and his young|®
son, Jim, Jist'out of coljege.
An average of eight pages was
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'The

paper whlch obtnms a
tion for au-
thentic news ~and only that!
which' is fit| to print .. . wilk
steadxly increase its mﬂuenne
: Andrew Cnrne«nc

0
.1 doubt fvery m\u:)l
w -:Lher anyone could
read obituaries every day for a|
year and remain a bad man or|
womanm. |
~—Robert Cortes Holhd'ay
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50 per yéar

seription mstiné 3
and the paid circulation of the|

paper standing:at

under 1,000. 1 LR
For ‘the next 08 years {he
Taggs" devoted: their lives|to
'The Farmington Enterprise 4nd|
the Farmington !community.
Through their | diligent etforts
the paper experienced a 510w,
but continuous growth, H
Durm" their 16 years of opm
ership the papeér grew intoa
1416 page paper, e
wide weekly and cwrculahon of
the paper was incTeased to oyer
the 4,000 mark| '
n the fall of 195, the ’l‘aggs
sold The Enterprise to its pres-

lent owner, Russell:S, Stricklandjf

of Bloomfield Hills, and moved|
to‘ Alma, Michigan: to publ.\sh
the Alma Record there.

Durmg 1958 and 1959 there
was a_slight Jeveling off of the
srowth_cf The [Enterprise but
from 1960 on until: this date, 'the
growth has. been. going at a
rapid pace once more,

‘The paper is averaging irom
16: to 20, ning column mde
pages weekly and ‘¢ireulation is
continuing to Increase weekly.
Neéarly 7,000 papers are N
rolling off the lane newspap!
press in The Enterprise, plant

eight colurmsi{-

;CONGRATULATIONS

PRI‘E Upon its* Cornpletwn of 75 Years
of Service to its Commumty and Sub-
scnbers. - i

Z[‘o THE FARMINGTON ENTER- '
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3 Serung the Plymou(h Commumly Since 1887
§27‘ S. MAIN - | PLYMQUTH

than half that of the page of]
Y ithe present | paper and very
much differént in appearance
than” what it is today. A sub-
stantial amount of the adver-|i-
tising appeared on the front
page and tiwo to four pages
was the usual paper size.
Bloomer continued to publish
the paperwn d build i up mov-
. |ing the operation into a small
commereial [building on Grand
River Avenue near Cass St. af:
ter about five or six years and
inued to, operate drom there
until sellmg\thc paper to 4. E.
McKinnon in 1950
McKINNON HAD the. paper
for only a caup]e of years wwhen
he nvas aftracted to New York
City o become a publicity man.
The paper was then acquired by
Harry N: \Iccracken, who. was
at that time' serving as superin-
tendent of schools in the still
very community. M-
Cracken published the paper
for only a short period of time
‘before turning over the reins
to Alex Smith. McCracken, a
farmer here most of his Iife-

Victor Howard

On Enterprise
Staff 21 Years

The rFarmmg(on Enterprise’s| b
oldest employee and definitely
the backbone of this newspaper
and printing establishment’s
production department for the
past many years has been'our
foreman, Victor Howard of Wil-
marth Street.
Vie joined The [Enterprise
pack in July of 1942 when the
paper was still ‘very much in
the small, country weekly cate-
gory. ‘The total newspaper
press run at that time was un-
der 1,000 and the average num-
ber of pages being printed was
eight.
1t was just about a year be-
fore this that A. C. Fagg and
James Tagg had purchased the
paper and were only beginning
to Teorganize and improve the
business operations.
THINGS NO more than began
to get settled into a smooth op-
eration when World War II
broke out. Jim Tagg was called
into service'and prodiction help
became impossible to keep.
Throughout the war years, al-
most the whole production job
“|in the Enterprise's operation
fell on Vic and there -were
many long and hard hours
worked by him.
Over the past 21 years Vic's
knowbow and abilities in both
the newspaper publishing and|
b printing fields have deen in-[*
valuable” to The Enterprise’s
growth and development. .
i : members of The Enterprise
staff have depended on lum
|heavily over the past years.
Another longtime employee
has been Russell Baker of Jack-
- sonville ” Street, Baker start-
ed -at the Enterprise in 1943 T
iw)nle still in his early teens as ; Ju ;
::r: "f{f{'ﬁfmﬁ’f ;:e v;zrc:,d; enjoy. thjs sumptuous dmmg, Come in today for bréakfast, lunich or difner and
:|for interruptions " for military y s
i serviee. |

weekly.

been made iand r run, weekly with a sub-

fed into the press by hand and caught at

he olher ‘end. The folding |of he large

sheet: bf h:u:d as a
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THE ENTERPRISE was not yel ten years
old when an Intermediate Drum Cylinder,
Air Spring Press was purchased to print
_the paper on. Each sheet still had to be

of paper was done
te” operation.

separ:

a ImLe Four pages were pnmcﬂ at a time
on ohe side and then the pages flipped and
the pther four on the other|side printed.

FOR MANY YEARS and until less than
15 years ago, The Enterprise was printed
! .on'a large hand fed press (photo above) '

with each sheet having to be fed in one at

ts were. folded “down mto page ‘size
his machine and up fo 12 pages could EntcrAunt ]cr |m;\ Kltchcn, so filled wnh sauthem charm you can almost hear

otded down in one operation.

- THE FOLD]‘\IG of thc paper was a com- she

+ ‘pletely separate operation and done on an-

other machine (photo above). The large st catch a scent of magnoha iri.the au-' Hcrc,

ng birds sing—almd

éouthem charm surrgunds you and fine smnhcrn food dCIIghKS you'

-It's alwonderful new dining expenence for the whole famlly. And such al
Think oflt' 37 Kinds'of delmous pancakesr y
ken, t:nder,

other delicacies.” Discover how little it costs to -

et N ﬂom, :ldjomlng the Garden Room, provi
teriipting choice o diriing area conduicive to good conversa- | ¢
nig with friends, associates or-the family.« :
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The preservalion of a-free
press is;utterly dependent on a
Lree onomy, When, its major
nanfial support comes from

) 1dv tising, the press must sell
§lits space unparual.ly in a sys-|
tem, of competitive business en-
terprise. The greater the com-
petition, the more amplc: will be|
the field -of sales.
H mRaymund Boley
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down to the size you l’ecenLe in the mail.
Thé ‘maximum capacity of the press.is the'-
printing of four pages on both sides or an
eight page section. Each eight page section
or maller sized. section. must shll hz.hand
stuffed.; .o : f., . v .

A mdp does not’ exhibjt a
more distinet view of the situa-
idon t@nd’ boundaries: of every
cotintry! ‘than its news does.al
dlcture .of-the genius.and mor
s, of its inhabitants.; .

i . f :
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"THE DUPLEX PRESS the paper is now
pririted on complctes both the pnnhng and

+ _folding' process in' dne. operation. The
paper Is drawn from large rolis and is
carriedon 2 cumplex network of tapes

- to-be printed. on both-sides of ‘the- sheet "
“nﬂer which It continues. on. to. be fulﬂed




