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OBSERVER SPEAKS UP

Can Johnny Count?...
. ¢ oo

In. the Increasingly technological soclety

in which we live, the subject of mathematics

is growing- Increasingly important. To meet

the demands of our sfoclety,

 chahiges have been made in the methods of
teaching of this subject. These changes are
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revolutionary  mentals.

metic.” Excessive and unskilled empHasis, he
said, are being placed on esoteric branches
of mathematics at the expense of funda-

According to Prof. Beberman, the new
math has had many very unfortunate results.

under way In suburbia as el

G. V. Harrison, Superintendent of the
Farmington Public Schools, writing in the
Dee. 30 issue of the Observer, stated that
“the elementary staff-and administration has
continued the study of modern mathematics

in 1964

To teéach modern mathematics, a more
highly tfained tegcher is needed. In the past
year, atcording to Harrison, “some 100
teachers enrolled in a formal college level
class staged In Farmington, by Dr. David
Wells, director of mathematics,

County Board of Education. Our objective
is a well-trained teaching staff In the new
“we launch the program in the

math before we
classroom.”

Are thess contemplated changes in
method 4ll to the good? Prof. Max Beberman,
of the Unlversity of Ilinols, oze of the In-
ventors' of ‘the new mathematics, thinks

maybe not. Speaking before

Councll of Teachers of Mathematics, in Mon-
tredl, on Dec. 30, he warned against exces-
sively hasty and umvise changes in the math-
ematics cwrriculum in elementary scheols of

the United States.

“We're In danger of ralsing a generation

New

" Under the
parents could

Oakland

old system. of

the National

of kids who can’t do computational arith-

out proper attention to essentfal pedagogical

principles or to the need for relating mathe-

matics to the real world, as well as relating
. it to the logical principles now recelving
‘ great emphasis.

the teachers did a poor job. But the parents
can't help now, because the symbolism is
too forbidding. Even the elementary school
teachers are fi
using esoterle mathematics.

Not that Beberman would go back to the

or no opportunity for students to
the basic principles involved.

But, be concludes,
principles are better established, it is crimi-
pal to push new programs in this field.”

The Observer claims no expertise in the
world of numbers. The professor’s criticlsms
may not apply to the system being developed
in the suburbs.

But the importance of the subject, and
Beberman's stature as a scholar, make his
comments ‘worthy of very serious thought.

have been introduced with-

old system, sald Beberman,
help thelr chlldren, even if

tened by the prospect of

learning by rote, with lttle
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In Jruth Battle.
| g
- By MYRA CHANDLER }

The walls of the World are coming down. .

People who have never done so before, are talking
to each other, searching for understanding. .

We stub our toe now and again, bt morality is on
the march in this country.” * §

Perhaps it is because' we are more affluent ‘thanl
‘ever, and simply making money isn't satisfying enpugh
anymore. . i

*Every day across the desk comes the news of new-
groups organizigg to felp others less fortunate some-
where — people ARE rearming morally. :

Hate and greed are going out of style; maybe be-
cause these twins breed destruction. Since the world
now has the power to destroy itselff — the people-
pendulum is swinging the other way. Once you get
people- talking to-each other, they stop shooting and
solutions can be found to insurmountable problemsr

Although many of us have put our prejudices in
mothballs with wood stoves-and high button shoes, there
are those who will resist change. . .

Call them anything you want except conservative.
These Bir i people are not conservative; they

“untl pedagogical

‘READER SPE

AKS UP"

* Editor: .

In order te elicit information
from the people that will' pro-
vide a guide to governmeht and

ALLEN ROSENFELD  (chool officials, I am suggesting

[ THE BEST OF PAUL CHANDLER |

Recreation in Suburbia

(Editer’s Note: Because so much inferest
In the subnrbs Is today focused on the issue
of recreation and the need for parks, Paul
Chandler’s “Facts and Opinfons” column of
nearly eight years ago should stimulate some
ocurrent thinking among residenis. It ap-
pesred originally May 23, 1957, and The
Observer strongly endorses its statements as
baving important validity today.)

.
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By PAUL CHANDLER
Regular readers of this newspaper are famil-
far with our attitude about the need for pyovid-
.ing more recfeational facilitles for the youth of

urbs

from the low-itcome families to those that
are well to do—it is becoming less confined to
the ‘other side of the tracks’”” That trend
checks out with some theories of Dr. Rabino-
vitch of Hawthorne Center, an expert on youth
mental problems, who contends that the sub-

the inclusion of & public opinion
survey and reporting procedure.
Within the context of public
service, I can think of no better
means for stating and clarify-
ipg local public problems than
to invite the people to “Speak
Qut” on these issues. !

In using this method, the
newspaper will provide. to the
public a guideline for obtain-
ing correct information pertain-
ing to, for example, the acquisi-

We are hanging stubbornly on this thema
in this newspaper with the hope that repeti-’
tion will hammer the subject into the mindy
of taxpayers. There are no easy answers
to the recreation problem, of course, but if
our local officlals can become desperately
aware of a need, answers will come.

pre breeding tion of land for open space
planning and recreation pur-
poses; city charter amendment
and/or revision, county home
Tule, ete.

If the residents and taxpayers
of a community have no infor-

the news media can and should

Public Opinio

to the editors of this newspaper j;

They are in need of guch sim-
le things as make-ip, shoe pol-

, stationery, handkerchiefs,
eadscarfs, hair rollers, and’
lothing that will fit.

B

ampaign in our CHurch paper,
the Magnet, and -gublicized it
lround Christmas tine.

As a result of thht publicity,
ve have received fhree major
donations: A 6th grade class in
he Southfield - Ten Elementary
chool bought the| patlents a
transistor radio, make-up, bair
pray, and many ofher needed

tems.

A Livonia womah, who was

cquainted with a Bise jockey,

onated 200 new regords.
[ ‘This weekend, a woman from
iPlymouth, Mrs. Ludwig, con-
iributed a large box of teen-age

n Polls?.

partments of your: community,
particularly Sergeant Arthur
Reicha, Firetighter James Dorn,
and Patrolman Brody to name
a few, this letter might be a
differeat story.

All:T can do fs.-offer our
thanks to you and your com-

The Observer read shout our munity for maintaining such out.

ding services and employ-
ing such exteremely skilled
public’ servants.

With all the adverse publicity
public servants get these days,
I wish to take this’ opportunity
to ask you to convey our ap-
preciation to those responsible
for their assistance,

Very truly yours,
D L. HARRIS

i [ ] .
Traffic Light Helps
Editor:
City Fathers well donel!!
The, installation of the light

are outdated and out of tune with the world. Unfortu-
nately they are active, forceful, and} at war against,
progress. ‘In any war heroes and heroines emerge.
n my opinion a heroine emerged on the local scene -
just recently. . i
In November, two sets of parents appeared before
the South Redford School Board with a statement com-,
_plaining about the method of teaching of an 11th grade
teacher at Thurston High School. Both sets of parents
were from the same neighborhood. Ome set attended
John Birch Society meetings. o
This is their right. It is also their right to be frée
to complain and take the matter up with the local school
board—which they did. They asked for an investigation
of their charges. In proper order members of the South
Redford School Board said they would investigate the

charges, which they did in proper sequence with the s

help of an outside agency. ~ .
None.of this is particularly dangerous — it probably
happens often in the United States, particularly when a
teacher knows the difference between mediocrity and
excellence and tries 2 little harder to stimulate thinking
/in her classroom. L0 .
But what did happen could have
dangerous. . X
This teacher was accused, judged, and found
guilty on the front page, in headlines, of an infamous,
smear tabloid the morning after the parents appeared
at the Board meeting. “Gum-chewing, Wad-throwing

heen extremely

our suburban communities. We belleve it Is &  And at the same time, today we want to Mation or “thoglghti" about 2 [clothing. ] : ?°“:h of Grand River on Far-  Teachers Tells Pupils Allégiance Pledge ‘Old Fash-
matter fust about 100 times as urgent ‘as the point out one undesirable situation which bas COMMUnity problem or need, Tipnoce” g1y three of them the ington does indeed provide the joneq!» was one of the headlines and| without quotes.
answer to the hazardous condi- |

consideration it receives,

_ Invariably, when the budgets are put to-
gether, mggréation is &' vague ltem to which

helped to put handcuffs on a bigger and better
recreation program so far.

The schools

serve as an instrument of prob-

and the local government—in lem identification and educa-

result of your publicity — have
been the major contributions to
our project.

tions that prevail at Powers and

Fortunately, the paper is known| for two-things,
t ination and its limited circulation. Both

Grand' River in F.

were evident in the lack of impact the blow-up story
i

. . . { Please explain the logic of
everyone ‘pays lp service, but.privately re- both Livonia and Redford Township—are work- 0" PAT HEUSNER, e ‘i K .
gards 25" tho most expendable thing on, the ing almost independently of cach other In the , | contend that people are ot lman, existilg conditions that maim had glrxlbst?;u:x?gl;mtll?emiyhvesﬁg'étors prbved the téather '

sheet.

’* In this issue we have a hot letter from one
cltizen (she happens to live ln Livoniz; the
need is identical In Redford Township) about
the lack of youth programs. She was brought
to a boll by a story of a dozen Livoria young-
sters being arrested for drinking In a park

near Northville last week.

I wonder how many citizens saw another
news story last week from Lansing which re-
ported that 17.6 percent of the persons sent
to state, prisons In 1956 wera UNDER 20

YEARS OF AGE! .

Robert H, Scott, director of the youth divi-
slon of the state’s Correction Department, ob-
serves that “crime among youth is switching

field of recreation. There are vague areas of

cooperation, to

ang hence, lack

the schools are

‘We shall be

the remarks of school board candidates on this
most pressing subject; and, as always, we will
continue to hope for stepped-up action from
the elected clty and township officlals.

is one of distrust between the two elements;

1t is absalute folly to attempt to think of
recreation as something that can be provided
In two parts, with two unmconnected sets of
plans, in & community as young as ours whera

percentage of the total budget, If we have no
other facilities yet, at least we have schools.

apathetic or disinterested. I do]
contend, however, that people;
are uninformed and it behooves
the press to rectify this situad

be sure, but the basle climate

&t coordinated effort. tion. '
‘The metropolitan daily papers
serve a large geographical are:
and serve well. The suburban
area newspapers should provide
detailed news coverage of sub:
urban area problems. The rapid
growth and population inereasé

new ang occupy such a large

waiting with a sensitive ear to

Yesterday’s-News Reviewed

20 YEARS AGO
A beadline from the Jan, 10,
1945, Livonian urged citizens to
keep -growing their victory gar-
dens to forestall a possible food
shortage brought on by a cur-
tailment of canned foods and an

license. The law was passed by

the state legislature and adopted”
by Wayne County. A front page
editorial asked voters to accept
the Livonia incorporation act
by voting for it in the special
election to be held Feb. 6.

age news included a report of

e resignation of Russell C.
Ashmore, Livonia's. controver-
sial city attorney, and the start
of Livonia’s 1955 March of
Dimes.

happen if and when . . . and
point the way-along “the yellow
brick road” to better intra-co:
munity relations, suburban vital-
ity and development. 1
§ YEARS AGO READER |
The'Redford Obsesver of Jan.

Service Commlitee.

L
‘Praise for Firemen
(Editor’s note: The follow-
ing letter was sent to Red-
ford T o wnsh1p| Supervisor
Jack McDonald).

.
Dear Sir: !
Until recently T was an as-

sult the work of the various
agencies was pretty much taken
for granted.

However, on Christmas night
something happened to my fam-
ily which I feel necessitates our
attempt to ‘show our deep grati-

and destroy the potential shop:
pers and future citizens that is
America for the expedience of
the commercial valus, of the
second signal in a one-block
area controlling flow of trafilc
on Farmington Road.

Would .not the prohibition
of left turns at the interesce
tion have sufficed for the
time being?

Belicve .me, I use the con-

brings forth this meed so tha@ sistant prosecuting attorney trolled intersections for the con.
the best direction can be giverl here in Wayne County and in venieice as well as the safety
to the problems as they develop. that capacity 1 naturally came provisions it provides. The nego-

A survey instrument or poll in contact with various law en- tiating of a block
reporting technique will serve forcement agencies including oc- proach the intersection against
as "a weather vane of publi¢ casional contacts with the De- the inconvenlence and, danger
thinking” and provide ﬂl'e troit Fire Department Arson of a left hand turn seems far
means-to disseminate and clar- Squad. 'That being the job, move ilogical to this feminine
. fy iformation, dispel TUMOTS seldom did a matter become a mind than the.continuing haz-
and conjecture about what may personal problem and as a re- ard of that murder trap that is

of two o ap-

legally. known as Powers-Grand
River intersection,

+/ PARENT-CHAUFFER AND

MOTHER -STOCEMAN
ALl thest in favor of loglcal
consideration—a four-cent post
card to City Hall please—

* respect the American flag.
P

innocent. They issued this statement::

“Complaints” against Dirs, Judy Lewis are un-
warranted, unfounded and at complete disagreement
with the facts. The alleged statements considered by
the Board to have been taken out of context, misunder-
stood and misconstrued. If Mrs. Lewis is gullty of any-
thing it is in motivating pupils to think.” *

Just for a moment, and it isn’t easy, picture your
name stbstituted for Mrs. Lewis’—you dre pursuing your
work in a safe and smug American way; ‘Out of néwhere
comes a screaming, headlirig accusing you of, anti-
American activities. Wouldwt your first instinct (after
you had picked yourself off the floor).be to stop by for
a pair of boxing gloves on the way ta your attorney’s
officé? The smear press.relishes this kind of reaction
and was probably profoundly distressed at the confi-
dence displayed by Mrs. Lewis for not doing it. -

Yes, Judy Lewis Is the victor. It js because Mrs.
Lewis and her husband kept a calm demeanor, They
were told dnd urged to sue for libel By many people.
But Mr. and Mrs. Lewis did not want to add dignity to
the charge and had enough faith in the United States
of America to know that justice does!prevail. | -

This, John Birch members, is how you wave and

i

]

increase in military food de: 10 YEARS AGO 14, 1980, predicted a $23,000 de- Paper Thanked tude owed your outstanding S . - R

mand. | “Council Probe Open to Pub- ficit for Redford in 1960. The Editor: Fire and Police Departments.  Scouts Stress Safety Speaking of flag waving, a tremendous idea-I'd like
\ 15 YEARS AGO lic Tonight” was the chicf head. ,Teport came after Supervisor As readers of your paper, MY family was vislting my  Demonstration of fire safety to see copied by other unities, has| been established

‘The Jan. 13, 1950, Livonjan re-
ported that all dogs have
a rabies vaccination“dne year

line of the Jan. 13, 1955, Livo-
nlan, The Council is investigat-
ing municipal affairs and de-

Richard -Morell had asked. for
$40,000 in Township funds to be
given to'the police and fire pen-

Church of Farmington has been
carrylng out an effort to supply

know, the Universalist-Unitarfan

parents, Mr. and Mrs. F. M.
Harris, of 14342 Lenore, Red-
Aord Township, for Christmas.

will be featured at the January
meeting of Cub Pack 168, Friday,
Jan. 15, at the Ten Mile School

Commerce, As a
ont of your place

by the Farmington Junior Chamber of
club project they erect a flag pole in fri

prior to applying for a dog partmental business. Other front sion fund. the teen-age patients of North- About 630 pm. we put our at 7:30 pm. All boys between Of business. On holidays and parade days they will raise
. t - youngest son Patrick to bed. cight and 11 and their parents the American Flag on the pole. They purchase and
— = ;xcl::;t ’;ug:iohgvr:e We;e getgi?g ‘are b;r;:ned. :}wtaixdsgiu be dﬁ{vm maintain the flags for a nominal charge. Organizations
. t and my, wife to completing their achieve- like these show more respect in a minute for our
wB Ha\'e A New Salesmam INVESTING - {|went in the bedroom {0 get ments and projects, exhibits of g R
N

“The. House Detective”

TOMORROW?

WHY ‘NOT CONSIDER

MIDWEST STOCK EXCHANGE
AMERICAN STOCK EXCHANGE {Associote)

Patrick up when she discovered
him in an unconscious state.
The Fire Department and
Police Department were -sum-
moned by my father. Imme
ately, Patrolman Brody arrived

both the Fire and Police De.

HOMEOWNER'S POLICY
COSTS LESS. . ., .

crafts and refreshments,

NEED A SERVICE ? Check
“Business Services” in the Want
Ads for relajbler help now,

of life than the Birch Society could|ever do by its
daily searching under every intelligent
for an un-American.

CHECK ™ THESE TUBE PRICES
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