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Voters—l’rs Up To You:

Open Space

Livonia's City Council took a sensible step

‘Wednesday

when it approved a $44 million

parks and recreation bond issue for inclusion
on the April 15 batlot. The Observer supported
-a similar proposal last fall, and does so again
without hesitation.

. In 2 nutshell, voters ar® being asked to set
aside $4.4 million for the purchase of bonds to
buy up to 1200 or more acres of new land for
park development.

- Last November, 57 per cent ‘of Livonia viters
said “yes” to the question. This spring, if 2
few more pull the affirmative lever, the 60 per-
cent level necessary to pass the issue will be

reached.

Why a “yes” vote?

No greater, need exists in the subuil

than

that of providing our rumenl&—from oung

people to

senjor citizens alike—s ade-

quate recreation facilities. The oulmme of the
fight against juvenile delinquency, and the
-meed to give senior citizens a meaningful life
at retirement, rests largely on the produc
tive environment offered them.

That Livenians will have :these yrnducu\a
surroundings as our population barrels upward

. to 200,000 and, as automation gives us more
leisure time, should be nimber one on our lList
of community goals.

Other fast-growing suburbs could -take
this to heart. Now is the time to develop a
master park plan in communities like Plym-
outh and Farmington annshlps where so
much vacant land exists today. It’s regrettable
that :Redford Township failed to plan for
parks 15 years ago, That comnrunity reached
its saturation population level with little
vacant land left for recreation usage. -

At Wednesday’s meeting, two Councilmen
voted “no” on putting the issue before voters.
They rested their case on the ‘point that “speci-
fic plans” for land purchase should be made
available before citizens are asked to vote on

the issue.

Council President Rudolf Klelnert correct-
Iy teminded ‘the Council, however, that its
only;function was to decide whether or not to

l]]%

voters (he right to pa;s Judgement on

Is ‘Me Toonsm

Gov. George Hmnney’s “State of the State”
eddress, Neil Staebler's high praise of it, mrl
the Democratic claim that Romney lifted th
platform, is another example of the fact tlut
there exists in this,country a broad consensus
of opinion in favor-of llhcral. progressive, mod-
erate government.

As Walter Lippmann_often renunds us, the .

«big majority of

the American electorate in-

‘habits the middle of the road,

. ‘The great and successful political figures
of ‘this_generation—Stevenson, Truman, Ken-
nedy, Johnson, and Eisenhower—have been
men of the middle. They huve been liberal

| THE BEST OF PAUL CHA

A Newspaper S.

Or

the lssue—n
itself.

3

%Densﬂy?

ot to make the final judgement

We expegt that Livonians will be hearing
both pro- and anti-arguments in the weeks to
come. We would ask, therefore, that.voters

bear in mind

these facts—

@ The Parks Commission has proposed a

*tentative land
1200 acres of
wide survey,
hope to get.

;purchase plan. They hope to buy
land for parks. And, after a city-
they've listed the acreage they

® When you vote April 15, you won't know

for certain

bat land - will evenfually  be

purchased for parks, What Livonians ue be-

ing asked to
clple of setti
development

support 1s the

C’W%ﬂwﬂw
a4 NY. Dutchman

By MYRA CHANDLER i

Are you in favor of County Home Hu!e"

Do you know what County Home Rule is? Six ouf of 10
persons to whom I asked.this question this wéek said they
- didn't. And yet, should it come to pass, it would greatly ; alfecl-
all of our lives.

In 1ts purest form, county honie rule woulrl :trexmune a
horse-and-buggy govimment. This i3 exactly “how  our
county government was geared. People couldn’t always get
to the state capital In their horse and buggy- and so-county |
seats of government were established,

A lot of other things.have changed: in the past 150
years, bnt county.. government goes on in thé same old fashion
... duplicating services because, as the cities and (uwmhlp:
grew up they began to provide their own.

Streamlining (remember, in pure’ fashion) would’ estab. :
lish a sort of “County Mayor” as well as'a govenung body
representing individual districts throughout the county, prob- °
ably a Board of no more than 38 members. It would boxl Gown

. approximately 170 agencies into a compact:form. ! "
The responsibilities, now duplicated,  which - the | Board -

could assume, might include. roads, water end sewer service,
air and water pollution, public safety, garbage collection and
sanitation, to,name a few. RS

S6 much for the pure form . ..

ing aside $4.4.milllon for pm’kl
in general. Nobody' can guar.

antes that every single acre of land now
Usted by the! Commission will be bought—

but the Co

mmission will make a darn hard

and honest attempt to get it
® And, ﬁna]ly, a3 a safeguard—the Council
will have the last say on every single acre that's”

proposed for

purchase. City attorneys advise

The Observer that only as much of the $4.4
million bond issue as is needed. has to be sold them in the next election, rather thin huw it will efféct the

each time a land parcel is proposed.  And, again, community. i

the Council

has tight control over how the

money is spent! No land will be bought without

the majority's approval.

As an added inducement, onethird of the
$4.4 million is; expected to be provided by a

federal grant
gram. And, 1

under the Open Space Land Pro-
o/ top even this frosting' on the

cake, city officials point out that theinterest
rate for general obligation bands is at the low-
est point in history. l
» Wrapping it up, lennla voters Hold ln
their hands a decislon on what kind of ‘future
community they wish to build. Wil It be one
of homes, stores and factorles alone? Or
it be ome’ where green, apen spaces, - golf

courses, swimmin

ters provide
environment

g pools and cultural cen-
the creative and recreational
our people need?

For the 71 icénts per $1000 valuation that
this program will cost, we can’t think of a bet.
ter investment k'vr Livonjans.

We urge a

Her

and progressu}a At the same tlme they have

"yes" vote,
DAVID ELSILA

\To Stay?

been conservative and moderate. Conservative
in perpetuating the eternal veritles of our

democracy; ad
the precious

“Me, tooism’

ard moderate for fear. of tearing
bric of that democracy. |

is mot, as Barry Goldwater has

fi

stated, a_political sin. The liberal Republican ,
and the Democratic platforms are very similar,

because they

desires of the

Neil Staebler

seek high ele

better keep it

ire Tesponses to the needs and
majority. George Romney and
oth know this, All who would
tive office in this” country had
n mind,

ALLEN ROSENFELD

(Editor’s Note: The Observer concludes
the current series of “The Best of Paul
Chandler” today by reprinting the first “Facts
.and Opinfons” column ever to appear, pub-
‘lished on May 10, 1956, Paul Chandler's
statement of what should guide the contents
of a suburban| newspaper js one which he
!oIlnwad throughout his life on .this news-

paper. Th

e staff of The Observer pledgzs to

continne (a \lphold ity

R

+" LAST WEEK in these columns Sterling
Eaton explained the reasons why he had sold
two of Wsyns County’s finest community news-
papers. It is proper now that 'the new publisher
outlines the thinking which ke brings to. the

community.

1t is well understood that the transfer of a
newspaper is considerably more than a naked
busj.nes! transacuon n is the transfer of a trust.

service organlz:;tmn—!t informs its people and -

it eells goods for its businessmen. It has the

Tfesponsibility of telling the truth,

\NDLER| -

Pledge

. thereisa pmneer feel to the trend not unllke
that of the infant days of our nation when the

forefathers

pounded westward, ultimately

stopping to s{aka out the main street of their
new home lown.

The chnllenge of Plymouth and Livomas

growth today

e take as our own. We are going

to provide. newspapers—g'mmng newspapers—

worthy of the

pmzens of these cities.
Y

SO WHAT; specifically, Js the policy?
It is to cram our newSpapers, from front to
back, with LOCAL news, news that no other

paper or journal poss;bly can provide for our -

readers, but f
desperately w
their school

died, where the new pavement will be Jaid, how
much {axes af

r which they hungexz Our readers
nt to-know what is happening in
ard, who is being married,who

e rising, where the playgrounds

will be located, how the city officials \are be-

having in offi
and on'and o
is most acute

e and who's running for office . ..
. The desire for such information
in the minds of these who only

of how it might affect the annual balaucysbeat.
An gthical newspaperman comes o a commun-
ity dedicated to the idea that he will serve it

in’the

way he knows “how. To anyone

trained in journalism, that kind of work is an

exhilarating and satisfying way of life .

L. itis

its own reward. B
‘We embark on the job with that idea firmly

in our heads.

! In the

particular case of Plymouth and

Livonia at ﬂlLs moment, there i3 an additional
thrill contalned in operating the newspapers.
Our communites are growlng so rapidly that
only agile minds are able to grasp the vast-
ness of the thing. The steady rumble of the -
moving vans toward the suburbs is the most
amazing gocial movement-of the current era.
Whole soclal units—with governments,
schools, homes, strects, sewers, stores, parks,
and ali the rest—are rising overnight on what
before bad been fiat acreage. In some ways,

recently h
which they w
as quickly as

As a corol

d to a strange place, one to
sh to belong in every sense and
possible.

ary, we aren’t going to be much

concerned with the events beyond our city

, limits,

In advertis
OUR-advertis,
is “their new;

located closest

bound with

includi
areas as their

ng politics. Others have those
responsibility.” .

Sing, we have the weapons to help
ers in the eam]ng of profits. This*
spaper,: going to the customers

to them, and mutually we are
ne another. A community news-

however; County Home Rule Is the
tug-of-war piece of Iegislation ever stymied in a eammmee,
as it was in the Legislature last year, Originally, Goumnr
George Romney’s County Home Rule Bill had the
of the League of Women Voters when it was intrndu:ed lnst
year, but by the time pressure groups got through watering
it. down, the bill' couldn’t even be recognized by ifs own
mother (in this case, its-father). And so it died, by one vote.
* Why was' it weakened so?
- Politicians, who aren’t stalesmen, Wvant to prate:t the
status quo — their own jobs. Many look to how it will atfect

Now, it's starting all over again, i

Last week, the Committee of Chairmen of ‘the Wayne
County Board of Supervisors sent & proposed draft of County
Home'Rule to the Towns and Counties Committee of the State
Legislature. The entire Board of Supervisors hadn’t ieen it
. when it was sent out. Strange.

Supervisor Jack McDonald (R) of Red!ord Tuwnsb!p
sald he objected to it because it “disenfranchised Republi-
cans in the county” through Ms partisan-election proposal.
Then, within the same meeting, he moved its unanimons *
adoption. Why? Maybe because he wanted to charm the
largely Democratic Board so he could be elected its chair-
man next Thursday.

What McDonald objected to (but dldn‘t stick with) are a
few amendments sent along with the bill, some of wmch we
find objectionable.

These amendments .

® Provide for pams:m election of the Charter Commis-
slon which would draw up the new County “constitution”;

7 @ Compel-the partisan election of the new legislative
body to be created by the Charter Commission as a replace.
ment for the present 122-member Board of Supervisors (the
League of Women Voters was adamant in'its. belief ﬂmt this
should be a non-partisin body); and i

@ Require the consent of the legislative bodles of qul
cities and anshlps before the County could take over any
new service being performed by a local government. .

The last would be all right — if it weren't for a ringer

which reads as follows —

% .. or by:the authorization 'of  majority vote:of the
electors of the county voting thereon. !

In plain English — if Livonia or Redford didn't go along
with a County proposal to take over services, a majorify vote
of the Yesidents of the County-at-large could do the trick.

Call it se}f-preserving, selfish, Ayn Randism, or any other
name—but suburbia does not want to take over Detroit’s giant
welfare problem . . . er . .. program—and this is one agency
Detroit would want to share with its out-coiinty cousins, namely
us in Livonia, Plymouth and Redford Township.

Francis W. Beedon (D) from Muskegon is the ew County
Committee Chairman in Lansing. If this leglslahon is to come
out of committee to be voted on this session, he will be an
important person to_ listen for. James Tierney (D), Repre-
* sentative from Plymouth, is on the committee.

Delos Hamlin, Chairman of the Oakland County Board
of Sppervisors from Farmington, said last week he expected
to see county home rule and reapportioriment come: out of
this year's legislative session; which wau]ﬂ, of course, also
. affect Oakland county. “Michigan county government is a
* rural government—it's still mlable for:a Iot of upstate
countles, but it’s no longer adequate foricounties Jike Oak-
land.” He said ‘also the Wayne County bill is all right in
theory, but needs “major surgery” — and he has observed
the-scene as-Supervisor for 23 years, theilast nine as chalr-
man of the board. He also favors nonpnnuznshlp, at least,
for the charter ‘commission.

County govemment in its present fm-m is a luxury we
neither need nur can uforr] e

Williem 'L, oltmaxu, Dutch cortespondenf and Livonia's
vau ‘Hell speaker last week was somethin’ else again. I'll bet

any a lady went home to her dinner table that evening saying
what a delightful speaker she had heard that morning, so
stimulating! He was. 'He was beautiful—he trilled: his R's
with the alacrity of a cross between &, skiJumper and an

operatie tenor. And he did stimulate the ladies®

HOWEVER, ‘he was also glib, touchéd lightly on many
serious subjects, too lightly for factualism. Oh, he made
absolute sense on many items - stressing the importance of
educating our youth 6n how others live; the hypocrisy in the
U.N,; the importance of talking instead of shooting. |

Part of the area where we parted compaiy was his telling ~
me the charms of Sukarno of Indonesia. And his absolute
sophisticated view of the United States, both on the podium and
in a later interview, where he ffankly thought America stupid
for always “betting an the wrong horse,"for example :General
Chiang Kaxspek in Taiwan (Formosa). And wrong for'not
emulating the French — and getting out of Viet Nam' ss they
did — when {they couldn't win, they left.

“Why does American always take up;the ruin? Ach —1
don't understand,” says he.

Of course you don't Dutéhman — as (hc rnﬂespnndent
m 12 Dutch newspapcr!’ you know a good country to -live

Yes, Willem L. Oltmans lives in New York, New York,
U.S.A.

The United States is the number one world power for
one reason. We work for freedom for people everywhere. We
cannot stand to_see any man go to bed hungry, cold or wet or
sxck‘ we spend billions*ta improve the. lives of other mortals
in trying to build a world that woyld. be pleasing in the eyes

N

paper is a trusted messenger—an advertiser -of God. Maybe this is why we are a world power — and France
who places lis méssage therein automatically’
gains intimate contact and porsonal coxfidence *
from his most Iogical customers. «

Inevitab
publisher’s
the purest si

, candldates

i
¥, the question arises about lha

— the smart one has the world image:of being scheming,
crafty and selfish — and a second rate nation.

READER SF SPEAKS UP:

Hot

Editor: |

There are very {few schools
that do ndt participate in the
federally subsidized lunch pro-

. gram, The cost 'of lunch pro-

grams _in ;schools jis. paid for,
from funds received from the i
children who buy their lunches,
the five cents pef lunth pro-
vided by the Federal govern-
ment_(approximately one cent
for milk only), and surplus com-
modities which are received
from" the :federal guvzmment
The cost of the:surp]
modities is appro dmale]y f\ve
cents per pound. FThe refererice
- recently made regdrding charity,
therefore, is not true, v
One-can’check the records of
Clarenceville Schobl District
and find no evxdence that’ local
fax monies were spent for the
food and the labar directly Te-

Iated to thie lunch{program. The .

monies received from the
sources mentioned above — the
pupils and the governmentsplus
commodities received from gov-
ernment surplus, have made it
possible, with_ careful planning
by persons mvc‘lved in' the
lunch program, to,enable young-
sters to obtain ajhot lumch at
noon and yet not]use local tax
dollars for the payment of it.

1t is evident ffom the letter
by “A Taxpayer -Who Asks No
Charity—Just a gtance to Live”
that perhaps some people have
not had ah opbortumty to real-
Iy receive full information re-
garding the operdtion of schpol

lunch programs. [The Board of
Education of Clarenceville
School District and the adminis-

tration appreeiate the oppor-
tunity of being able to present
the information above so that
the people, mot Lonly in this
school district” but in "other.
school districts, may have a bet-
fer idea of how the program is
operated:” |
L. £ SCEMIDT,,

qznld to better his community,

He has a fine wife,  host of
children, the boys almost mum-
Dbering a baseball team—and it
is {my wish that the next time
these children read a paper—it

is |this edition: For I'd like to
give them the knowledge that

berause our: mistakes or mis- Edi

forlunes become news — makes
us’not less a responsible person
—merely a little less fortunate
—and human. And I would
have them remember the hearts
of| many in- this Township that
ache with them, for what they
all are going ‘through—and teil
Tom Kennedy, who had an es-
pecially diffieult time going to
school the day the news “hit”
the papers, to hold his head a
little higher, his chin a little
firmer. His dad is still a great.
guy-to more than just he.

I'mi’ proud fo know Ed Ken-
nedy as a neighbor and friend
-—and as. soon as he can re-
tum Tl be just as proud to
h:v.e him as \Treasurer of this

Lunch -Who Pays7 ,.

‘ple — and’ T hope mady will’
realize that perhaps now!ls the *
time to give a little return—
to a man that has.given, much. .
JEAN JOHNSON
14338 Winston - .

Hospﬂal Pruhe
itor:

The article which yOu Tan on
the tragic death of my'father,
after his mistreatment and lack
of treatment at.Wayne County
General Hospital, has. :stirred
considerable sympathetic com-
ment in the community. A num- .
ber of people have called us,.
including a Farmington C\ty of-.
feial.

He told us that he had\ a simi-.
lar * complaint against 'Wayne
County General. He said he has
contacted his lawyer, to see what
legal action he can take.

I am still hoping for an’ in.
vestigation into the conditions
at the hospital, so that what
-happened to my father will
never happen to anyone else.

Township. He %un that office. RS. H. 0. M
hy a majority ¥ le of the peo- Farmington Township
TO BEITER SERVE THE .
PEOPLE OF

WE HAVE:ACCEPTED

LIVONIA

AND SURROUNDING AREA

DELIVERY ON A NEW
1965 CADILLAC AMBULANCE

BROOKS AMBULANGE SERVICE
GA 2-0424 |

e )
For Ed Idennedy

Editor:

1t is my sincer
print this letter — where in the
paper this is done, I leave to
°_your discretion,

I'd like to say|a word about
Edward , Kennedy, Redford
'chmslup Treasurer.

What hlppened in Lxmsmg is
old news now. What is impor-
tant now is the understand.ing
“or the lack of it, lwe each afford
his family — abd

1 believe in the bnsic good
in people. I beliéve in the cop-
cern Redford residents have for
their community ‘and their own
citizens. I can't believe that a
week-end’s activity, however
one’ woulll care to express it,
erases 2 lifetimé of civie con-
cern,’ caring, good neighborli-
ness, friendliness, fortitude, and
honest - good citizenship this
man has exemplified,

e known Ed.Eennedy for |

almost six years, During that

time I can't recall a single time |"

Ed ever turned down a réquest
to be of help, He gave of his

time’ to this .community when
physically he should not. have,
He gave of himself when there
was littleileft to give He spread
himself tao thinly' through this
community — but he gained a
wealth of respect Aud @ muiti-
tude-of friends — and the self-
satisfaction that be _dni all he

Arthur Gotts =

 wish that you .

stay on the -

the

_know the business., . . bt

, in mid-career.

 shelf,

m:uhsawnﬂnxmu,mkeapusoml

plan for progress.

~“Why do 50 many men

mid-career shel?

hyww:mmﬁswwchdl;mlh
Binpany, faced a rosy fotmre. But suddendy
—in your mid-30's, yom lock op sod begin 10
mhctyoungermpasm;ymby“.mpo-
motions, pay, prestige. Yo know your job, you

1o “mike it" You are awafe that time is run-
ing short. You feel hélpless. You're on the

younﬂlcau‘hgan

THA’[‘STHEWAY“B

WhymtlmkmDaIcCamegn
; mngmdnfotymrselfbww;ﬂ‘

“The opportuaity o do this

is not ahrayx available—but ‘we bave *

politics, We are independent,

nse of the word, We'll select ur
s they come along. We are ne o EICCte(l New

not, there w

to persons or labels. Bat, toar
ill be'mo fence-straddling. Klwanls Leader-
Arthur Gotts tas been select-

BRUC: G. KENDALL,

AUTOMIJBILE INSURANCE SPECTALISTS FOR AI.I. TYPES OF DRIVERS
- FULL COVERAGE — EASY PAYMENTS R
LIVONIA |

229127 Flva Mile Road (1 Block E. of Middlebelt)

GArfield 5-7900
OPEN MON. THRU SAT. 9 AM. 0 l-w M.

tral Kiwanis Club.

Others elected include Carl E.
Wright, first vice-president; John
Moore, second :vice-president;
Don Schpeider, treasurer, and
Robert Luter, secretary. Gordon
Priest s the refiring’president.

The . Kiwanians meet each
Tuesday at noon at the Livonia
Penthotise, 31735 Plymouth Rd,,
and the membership consists, of
business, institutional and pro-

ona] men in the Livonia

ed president of the Livonia Cen:
INC

01
area. i

COLUMBIA GAS-SYSTEM
for |
Current Income.and Future'appreciation
Information on request
Phone or wiits tody
¢ Investment Securitles’

: ANDREW C. REID ﬁ' €co.
. ¢ Detrolt' Stack Exe] h
Phllnde!phln - Bqlﬁmou Slogk Euhangl .
DONAI.D lURLE DN
. thhnd R'pmtnld[yn
MAYFLOWER HOTEL
Phone GL 1-“90 -l Nn Ahmlr $hana GL )-|977 .

. mngedlwyloshuwmmwhom

Course 1 like. Be our guest!’

to get shead what the Dale Camegie

" FREE!

ATTEND PREVIEW MEETINGS
" NORTHLAND
I TUESDAY, FEBRUARY Sth
MEETING ROOM C — IN CONCOURSE
‘FARMINGTON . |
. 'WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10th
_FIRST FARMINGTON SAVINGS
Orehord Lake Road atiGrand River |
.« “Acroms from ‘Formington Ploza  °} ¢

nity R
BOTH MEFI'INGS START 8:00 P.M!
P'esenved by Lecdershlp Tm]nl,ng lnsﬂruh

‘T:Iephanc UN 4-5551 . N




