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OBSERVER IS QUARTER- CENTURY OLD!

25 Candles on Our Cake Today!

The first edition of The Livonian; predecessor and e also reported that 500 new homes

on Wednesday, Feb. 28, 1!

Today—25 years ‘and many milestones later—the [my livestock ca;
newspaper you are reading ‘marks thu event with a|well in a Seven

special edition.

War Cloimed |

Pioneer
Brothers .

FRED RYDER

Two Livonia men, both

Killed in the Battle of Get- :

\tysburg, avere part of a Liv-
onia- familynyho pioneered
settlement Here and’ which
continued contributing to
the city’s progress: right
through the 20th Century.

Alfred and John Ryder,
‘born in 1842 ard 1843 re-
spectively, were the first
children of George and
Henrietta Ryder. George, in
turn, was the son of David
Ryder, the original settler
of the family.

The Riders (before they
changed the spelling of their
pame) settled in Livonia in
1827138 years ago—after 2
trip down the Erie Canal into
the old Northwest Territory.

The family has remained here -}
since, and have contributed
much to the material and, spirit.
ual growth of the city. The.deed
to the land formerly owned hy
the family was signed by John
Quincy Adams and remained in
the family until 1850, when it
was sold to the Ford Hotor

Company for the Transmission [

plant.
“The two grandsons of David
were killed at Gettysburg, efter
aving joined the Union Army
1861, and were later brought
lome to be buried in the New-
Burg Cemetery. The G.A-R. post
of Livonla was named the Joha
and Alfred Ryder Post and the
post flag, charter, ceremonial
sabres and tombstone ‘markers
are located in Bentley High
School until such time as a per-

manent and appropriate resting ||

place for them can be found.
The Ryders have been promi-

nent in Jocal and school affairs ¥}

until the turn of the century,
with one of them being on
the school board at Newh\u‘g
almost from its beginning.

1922, Don Ryder was put u1 E

charge of the Newburg Ceme-

tery, where so many of the dty 'S 1)

pioneers are buried. 1

Thanks to

Historians

Today’s special section mark-

ing The Livonia Observer’s 25th H
Anniversary draws on many I

sources for its material.

Much of what you read in to-
day’s paper appeared; originally
in the special edition commem-
orating Livonia’s tenth birthday
which appeared in Jine, 1960.
Since more than 35,000 pen))le
bave been added to' Livonla's
population in the last {ive years,
The Observer’s editorial stafl
felt this material was worth re-
peating

Dominfc Parls, Franklin mgn
teacher and one of the founders

‘ of the Livonia Historical Soci-
ety, Is responsible for the long
well-written story of Livoniz’s

That first issue hit the streets of a sprawling, agri-
parent of The Observer 1 Ve\VSpapers came off the press | cultural community which was just beginning to feel
the start of urban growth. “Please close the gate so
o't get out,” pleaded the owner of a
Mile Rd barnyard on page one of the

first issue.

But the front pag
were going to be cons!
nia was starting its role
suburbs when the first Livonian hit the icy,
roads of that winter a quarter-century ago.

tructed in the coming year. Livo-

as one of the fastest-growing
slippery

During this 25-year span, many chsnges have come

_glightly reduced rate.

- ay ktf-f‘fge o5 o b and o

The ‘Flrst Front Page

B.BD:ND 4, FLYMOUTH, MICHIGAN

16 the 36-square-miles which The Livonia Observer con-
tinues to serve. And the changes, both good and bad,
have continued to be chronicled without interruption
in the pages of this paper.

Livonia has increased its population more than
tenfold since that first issue; Livonia boys have .
marched off 4o the battlefields fwice; the old Town-
ship form of government has been streamlined into a
modern city; and an unbelievable transformation has
come over the clty's landscape. ’

Where once only fertile farmland punctured by a
couple of subdivisions, a few stores, and a scattering of

i schools existed, Livonia today is a sprawling suburban

community racing to add to its many fine residential

Livonia today boasts the state’s fourth-
largest school system, two giant shopping centers, and:
an industrial belt that plays an important role in the
metropolitan area’s auto production.

The farms? They've almost disappeared. But if you
look carefully, you can still find evidence of Livonia’s
rich agricultural heritage in parts of the city.

And if you look again, youw'll find reminders scat-

.
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city of Livonia’s past. An old

To Start New
Bus-Fare Plan

Parents of the children aftend-
ing the Wilcox, Livonix Center

and Elm schools wi esap- *
proach:d within the next few
days on_the plan of purchasing
tickets for school bus fares, A
cnmmxﬂee, headed by Mrs. D, W. *
Donnelley, has “nrked. out 2
plan which it hopes’ put in
operation March 1 \vnh tne Cnach
company where parents will ba
sold tickets that will provide
their children with one: month's
transportation at oS ) A

‘The problem of supporting the
‘bus has been an effort for tha
parents in vxew' of the fact that
en- Who .are

iven 1 tmey to_pay. for fheir

ch hike back and forth
0 schunl nnd the minimum fee
that must be paid oftén :uns]ess
than, it should.

of $1DHD a -

1 id nt the
Oovc:m-y €o
maintenance been po:
4hough, in_the event
children ‘would

1ot be enough to cover the, total,
cgst per month,
kaeis will be so]d to pa:enis
every month, each bl a dif-
ierent +color. so that. iha dnver
ungms them at & glance.
:Elac‘:. will bei child’s name
and also bs countexﬁxsned by
some’ other person.
With this ﬁlan in'operaﬂoq !he

Sﬂftha l Teams
to Organize Snun

-According to an announcentent
&y, J. B. Folsom and Bill Mxllex
of Rosedale Gards thall

Four teams’ werk
the Rosedale® Garder
“Iast year, The -diréciors m
1hat as many of even mure \\‘;d'
be sponsored this year, X
laus materialize, from the mu:
or more teams nfﬁc:als will piek
“a team to compete in the Com-
mumly -softpall’ league at Plym-

.cuth,

N .\he Rosedele leaj j“ Play

on the- newly dev loped, n:ma-
lon fleld in of: the

house at the Gard'eus..Men who-

‘wish:to pls.y are requested 10 see”

Mr., Folsom g Mr, ler-at

nian.

"I‘hls ra:ect 352 u!

saml athletic 'pmgmm which

35 put on by the Recrehtion comw.

mmee of thehRosz%l-lé Gardeng
Civic_association, The. program

meludes bowling a5 Wgll. s softe

Regfiest Residents
to Vote April 1

Although candidates at the T
vonia township spring  election
1o be held Mondhy, April 1, will
be uncontested, voters are ree
quested 10 #0 to the polls as there
are several vital township issues
which, may, be- decided upon at
tha! time. Supervisor Jesse Zieg-

t jhférmation cons
cerning the issugs canuot he
given out at’the.'present time,
However, sometime during the
next fey ‘weeks, 2 Ca‘npletP Te-
port will e . made by The Li-

venign,® .

As a.result uf last weelds pn-.
mary elettion, the following Rée

ublican. fownship™ officers will
Ee wted ta oiﬁce Jesse szgla'

‘Wolfe, cl&d!'

asu:et- Leo

Ny& :Jusﬁce, aAlher&
mbar. * boal

Cbaﬂes S- WO um. vh‘lghwav

Chnrlﬁ i3 Cunﬂe!d. Johin
wcad and Mda Helm, ‘cone

esse Zjegler, supervisar, led

1.hs t’cket with 35‘{".“,;,_,_ Cletls
e was a dose sees

)

recuved 288 vuts,

%re? ent Crxppte
With Wheel-Chiair

Probably the happu&l bny in
“his part of the state
on his birthday annive
Billy Rotarius, 13, who recewed a
hee] chau- as_a Eift
and Boy Scout troeps
and Parent Teachers‘ a55ac
From_childhgod,
a cripple: He }ﬁs .2 brother,
Bobby, who is similarly, afflictad,

_but Bohby can stand up gnd walk

Wwith. the aid of another person.
.The twowboys are part of tha
five-child family of Mr. and MrS. .
Villiam Roterius whase home i3
near the intersection of Plym=
outh and Middle Belt‘raads.'Mr

Rotarius works at a

about five miles from ﬂ-e hume.
‘In ordér to ralse money~ihe,

Scout troops snunsercd 8, bendfle

arly‘ b t
was_Taise:

n0.
unt _of mou Y

cash had to be taken fram thei
treasury. The *B.T.A, . furnisied
the remaining “ifferences

The Rotarius family, espectally
Billy, is deeply, appresiative for
the thoupghiful bxr-mlay pre_se‘nl
and wishes ugt
of- The Zdve nmnn tmf-mhﬂcly
thanls ail those who Had anytiing
i do wuhsecm {he

. Harry Wolle J7.
Will Pitch Again

S

Hary Wolte Jr, will staxt il
£Eh ye m:ofesswnzl bases
- ball, When'he reports- March 15
to Bartow, Florida, spring traine
g s for the Indianapolis

Wolts zecéntly signed his cons
uacha asa plﬁchwﬁ‘ 5: 1hgutaeam.

¢ Teviews
;OF JePeTs . total of new homes .t be
fsmmgdwen

on,

Predict 500 New
Homes in Livonia.-

indications are t‘hat De~

an Unusu;
\amount of interest among people
§ntﬂus }?rea w}eo are looking for
uture home sites,

'In dnticipation of the building

ym, township builders and

suppliers_are preparing for the
rush and !uture Livonia home
owners will be able to secure
their workmanship and their
supplies from concerns wif
the towns

A conservative estimate Ere
tived at after campuatmn of the

as Eds Lum'nno . B‘arry
S, Waolfe, Knight. and Menard.
and Shemmanﬁh'Suns plam-tha” =

ﬁmsﬁﬂm )

Announce omce Dotble
Weddmg Plans .

g i o Wil Dot of
road, announce the
dovole wedding of their daj

mRavnyEmyth will read the cerge
Sirah.Davis is a graduate
of Redford high schunl and her

sxsler. Edith, graduated from
ville schua!s. Mr, Fox com-
pleted the educahm; scourse at
‘erndale high schaol, Mr. Durbia

xs a nnhve of Nonh ‘Dakota.

Oder 1.500~n les of The
‘Livonian were delivered by
mail carrfers to, fiomes in
Lwnma. townshin Zoday,

Preshyterians.
Buy New Organ

The Kgtey organ whi
trnal hst@;v.ymday in the xwdals'
asbytexian _ chacch

was awroved. by 8 percent
1.h: persons whc voted a3 fo ifs
labihty

T bl ofe
g e g

men driven

bcllo hut is ot e coine

monly know as a © g
L, Spiner, a I 3 a2

* Tntroducing
The Livonian

For many years residents of
Livonia tnwnsluu have desired &
wi, Towns

Hication might
that township nchvams might be
assembled in -one place and
spread about the ~community
syste'uaucauy.
The gathering and disseminas
hun of news is the primary fea-
e of a newspaper, Due to {he
several divisions of the township
it has ‘been almost xmpmsxble tu
focus the attention of all
Tesidents in any one place Bnd
it +is with' this thought, in_mind
t.hat Th Livonian makes its ape

PeAt fuch tima es i3 deemed
\ivxsnhle 0. vp an SV
Enl d£ e dm cl:%ph:t‘?
een designated as picks
e S
‘made
10 ga!hg: news items and 9.):71
£5ing W ou Moy desire 5

Tamily, your, fﬂends and
yuur relatives will be of Inte:
to your nelghhats. so do not hese
itate to see !hey are given

us for publi

Taxxgm:s aredverbsug ¢

in

the pager nnd Lare unable to visit

a pick-up stahon. gau ca!l
te’lephone number 8 i Plymou

d designate your cali asm"l‘he

Livonian.
The Livonian will be published

_ every Tuesday .and, mailed to its

gubscribers from Plymouth

X
‘clock on Monday, It will be
xmpossxble tn secure publication

of' anytbing for- that particular
weelc’s edition after-that ume.
e will do é in.our

pnwa- to give, yuu. & g00d newss
paper and we.

_ cooperate and he!n us bnng an-

nﬂ:er seyvice to your hom
nity which all helps: to mnka
:t e beﬂa‘ place in which to hve.

Close-Fhe Gate!

ase close the mate &

“bleas
hvestoak can't get out” 'mat !s‘

“the only request made-by John
Grimm who has been supplying
*drinkingswa m a well in his
barnyard to nexzhbms in Lhe
vicinity of, Seven Mile
his home in the Wilcox rhstncb
for abont 19 years,
1t i3 reported that residents of
¢hat particular distict have esug-

- terns to collect wai

ingt pmosg hut: huve never hcm
able {0 obtain 8 water main,

’J:he Liyonian ig desirous 3f be
taining informi nﬁon relative o
the resson why a wa!er main has
ot been constructed m this dise
trict of modern hom

Residenits of that lnrzlity
e o, e m&umm'
cly® express their a
Mire for

L] e e O esmteteet. *
- 1 - Ee received his prep wme for t needs of th

li‘;;?:y }ﬁ"'m‘f“gi’smuﬁm; VAH Tlme ngh’ the, Fanmnzwnphxgh schonf according to thoss who. keard i W'Icox P. T. A caﬂ{

ber matters. Other material iy 0T mer, Kax:?' played at Charleroi, ﬁyed Sunday. Under epe Party Next Saturday '

o other ".‘i 1 s t-of-print. -Accordirig fo a- pm from after - graduating ced hands it accomplished

is culled from two A;‘;d" P! * owmship-Clerk Harry S, Wolfe, from {ngh school. Last swmmer ~ lowest bass to the highest ﬁute Under the ¢apable direction of
books: - the 10th versary H  there are more xﬂz vaters  he mtnhed for-the ;gmmn aml, ~ tones with equal volume, . Mrs, Baron Benoit, amngmnen!s
‘Booklet issued in 1960, and “The in Livonin township at. the prese club, The organ will be left pemmsts | for the card party and dance to
Hm&“‘o"'dﬂ?’éi "bp‘ll:":l{léd et d evi r-be th Fige.- > pently in the church oie Jofts be held at Wilcox n‘ri%nul pext
by the u) J 'ures compile pre: e Prie will ximmell, Brothers werd s Safurday myfloted,
Ty;n vanh Public Schools’ ae 1ast, 8 ok Yo~ h;ﬁ"“gfh"wﬂn?%? T sent & used organ for ‘approval. The catertaloment la

commanity relations _director, dl/;ated That 20 tndlolduals are ol P Ewt tbe unexpected mle i being pat on the Wilsax
Paul "the(l;r. and mt‘l: ﬁ;ﬁg} on tovmship Tecods & qualified J an. ‘Belt zoad aod gwmmwmmmwm&%&’ w of the essoclations
gext, "0ur Gty Livolls wers s fecind mumbes of fegls. AN Ambar Tl It Teplacss @ plao pos - Ldents of the community aro
by.. Leon: 1 ‘eved votors I8 an Indication e s “been used slnce the church was mdmnmmmww
other alds. the. {oterest of Livoni The Livonia Gerden clih hns  built 1ho fands raised at the affale will

Thanks also-to Mike Costello, mm»ummmmmxumﬁ its Maxch 13ih mecbe - Mﬂmﬂh.th?vurggraseot e
Kitly Schaible, Mts, George s!vlem!n m-wxs:nmwmxa il Mareh 28 ob tmo Ehrley Z et m:sg LTy ‘;lw 54
Eckenswiller and Mrs. Betty ;ﬁaﬂmap & will ezt of'ths home of M for 2 moijh's vacation in mmmlb mmm R
Domnelley: MW@E !qmm e o

‘

|

an agmg church, weatherbeaten fomb-

i stones, tell the story of Livonia's past.
+It's this§fory—of the growth and progress of Livo-

nia, and of ouleity’s aims for the future—that this spe-
cial section of the Livonia Observer attempts to tell.
We hope that you enjoy-reading about your city’s past
as all of us begin looking toward the next 25 years.

* * *
IN 25 YEARS;

From (ountry Weekly
To Modern Journal

It’s not the kind of news_ that changes. .
the.people.

A glance at the headlines on page one of The Livo-
nian’s first edition 25 years ago, reproduced to the lefL .
would seem to back up this statement.

Stories then and now evolved armmd the same
general topics.

Officials were urging resuiems to vote April 1. To-
‘day, the same .call is going out for the general election

. it’s only

f April 5.

Votmg registration was at an all-time high, Town-

§ ship Clerk Harry S. Wolfe reported. Today, City Clerk

Addison Bacon reports the same. Only then it was 3,326.
Today, it's close to 40,000.

Construction of a record number_of new homes
was chronicled in that first edition. Today, the issue
of how many and where to build new homes occupies
much of the city fathers’ business. And even a story
about buses appears on both the first edition of The
Livonian and on today’s regular front page.

But, although new homes elections, and bus service
are still the things that interest Livonia, there's been
.zhgreat change in the kind of newspaper which serves

A ‘guarter<entury ago when the first issue of this

1 paper came off the old flat-bed press in what is now

the Plymouth Mail plant in Plymouth, distribution was

1 limited to around 1,500 copies.

Today, because of the mushrooming population
growth of this city and due to a modern concept of
‘mewspaper circulation, THE. LIVONIA OBSERVER
goes to more than 27,000 homes every Wednesday
afternoon. And that's only part of the story. Together
with, its three affilisted publications, THE PLYM-

OUTH OBSERVER, THE REDFORD OBSERVER and
THE FARMINGTON OBSERVER, iis newest, more
than 50,700 families get and read the paper mrefully
And the press yun rises almost weekly.

The growth of The Livonian over these 23 years
is d story of marked, steady progress which has kept pace

< with the population increase in its home town.

When first’ we started, the paper—owned at the
time by Sterling Eaton of Plymouth—was operated from
a Plymouth office. .

For most Livonia Township residents, thJs location
wagn’t convenient and shortly afterwards THE LIV-
ONJAN had opened an office in a gift shop in Rosedale
Gardens owned by Walter and Mane Clark. Mrs. Clark
later became Livonia City Cl

In the early fifties, ’I‘HE LIVONIAN had its
headquarters at Surrey and Five Mile in Coventry
Gardens before moving to its present building at
33050 Five Mile Rd.

g the past year, The Observer Newspapers
has opened two other offices, in the First Federal Build-
ing in Plymouth and at 33425 ‘Grand River in Farm-
ington. . '

. s |

The Observer has also kept pace with the com-
munity in the size of its weekly edition, in the growth
of‘lfs personnel, in the edxtonal content of its publi-
cation.

rting out as an eight; page. four-column paper in )

Stal
1940, THE LIVONTAN grew even skimpier as wartime

paper shortages cut the supply of newsprint to all pub- .,

lications. In 1943 and 1944, the paper took on the ap-

pearance of an 8%x11" sheet with limited advertising

and editorial coverage.

Then. following the war; in 1946, The Livonian
underwent a maior face-lifting and assumed its fullsize
format which it has maintained throuch today..The
paper now averages 40-page editionis weekly, a ten-fold
growth from ifs first issue 25 years ago:

In 1955, The Observer was: purchased from its for-

mer publisher by Paul M. Chandler who helped the

paper continue to grow through the nine years up. to
his death last December, Chandler founded The Observer
Newsnaver chain and brousht to the community an in-

tense dedication and vibrant personality which was e~ !

flected in the lively coverage of oommunity evenfs n
THE LIVONIAN'S pages.
Chandler’s “Facts and Obinions” column was the
{Coniinued on Bav.k Page)



