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KITTY SCHAIBLE, NOW a resident
of the Livonia Nirsing Home, was the
talented artist who back in 1950 de-

The Story Behind

sigued the official seal of the City of
Livonia. She had worked as a commer-
ml artist for the Ernst Kern Co.

the Seal of Livonia

The official seal which
graces the letterheads and
all official documents’ of
the City of Livonia had its
beginnings more than 15
years ago.

And the person who de-
signed it is still a resident
of the city.

‘Although bedridden and
living in a convalescent
home, Mrs. Kitty Schaible
recalls how she first put the
design on paper. -

“It lay on my desk for

. several weeks,” she said,
“while I was working en it
and completing it.” The de-
sign shows a sprig of grain,
reminiscent of Livonia’s ag-
ricultural past, and.a group
of buildings surrounded by
the words “City-of leoma”
and the motto in a shield at
the top, “In God We Trust.”

Mrs. Schaible, now in her

seventies, had been a com-
mercial artist’ for the old
Ernst Kern Company in De-

When Livonia changed its
form of government in 1950
from that of a Township fo
a City after a vote for in-

corporat:on, Mrs. Schaible
was designated to design
an official seal for the clty 's
use. .

She now:lives at the Lw~
onia Nursing Home on
Plymouth Rd. between Ink-
ster and Middlebelt.

Condemnations :
OK on Merriman

Condemnation proceedings "if
necessary” for the “widening
and changing” of Merriman Rd.
between Schoolcraft and Seven
Mile were authorized by "the
City Council Wednesday. :

Council’s action was taken on
a request of the Wayne County
Road Commission, whick will un-
dertake the 'paving project
along the three-mile stretch.

The Wayne State foobtall
team will increase lts schedule

Among the early settlers

-|in -Livonia was Thomas’

Shaw, who was born at Wy-
sall, Nottinghamshire, Eng-
land, in 1786.

Early in March, 1836,
Thomas Shaw—along with
his wife, Hannah, and the
couplé's three children,
Ann, Eliza and John—
started their mlgratmn to
America.

Their destination origin-
ally was Indiana. But
strange circumstances
prompted them to make
their new home in “New-
burg,” on “The Ann Arbor
Trail,” four miles east of
what was then known as
Plymouth Corners. -

The 'story of Thomas Shaw’s
migration and settlement in
Newburg — now a part of the
booming City of Livonia — has
been told by Robert Doane
Shaw, a descendant of Thomas.

Robert Shaw is a fourth gep-
eration descendant of Thomas
and Hannah Shaw. Now 70, Rob-
ert Shaw is a retired exenutlve
of Dow Chemical Co., at one
time lived (as a child) in Liv.
onia, later in Northern Michi-
gan, and now makes his home
in Florida.

His compilation of the Shaw
family history appears in a pri-
vately published form under the
title “Thomas and Hannah Shaw
:md their Descendants in Amer-

a.” It makes numerous men-
cms of Livonia, inasmuch as
this area was the original home:
stead site of the Shaw family.

The following report is ex-
tracted in part from Robert
Shaw's book:

The Thomas Shaw family trav-
eled by fiver boat from nearby
Nottingham, England, to Liver-
pool. There they boarded the
ship “Macon”, bound for New
York City and their new home
in America.

Bad weather made it a soven
week voyage on rough and stor-
my seas, but finally in the mid-
dle of May, 1836, they landed
at New York.

With Indiana's bountiful farm-
ing lands as their objective, the
Shaw family took a packet boat
up the Hudson River to Albany.
By barge, they traveled the Erie
Canal to Buffalo,

The “General- Macomb,” one

to nine games in 1967.

of the first steam boats on the

Great_Lakes, psrrned them

The Shaw farmhouse — the

across Lake Erie to Detroit-and [newer one — is still standing
at “Springwells,” later a partitoday on Six Mile Rd. in Sec-
of what is now Detroit, they |tion 18.

spent their first night on land

(Robert Shaw's history dwells

since leaving Evgland rearly|on the development of Thomas

two months earlier.

and Hanneh Shaw's three chil-

The next morning, the family {dren for some leuth but only

arose early,

the son, John, carries any great

Thomas purchased a yoke of | amount of additional interest.)

oxen and a lumber wagon at

The Shaw farm was located

Springwells and the five of them |about 10 miles west of the pres-
started for Indiana on a road|ent Detroit city limits and four
known as “The Ann Arbor|miles northeast- of Plymouth.

Trail.”

That first day, Thomas Shaw
and hls wife and their three
children traveled 18 miles,
stopping at a2 farmhouse in
Newburg, 2 tiny farming set-
tlement,

The master of the farmhouse
was a friendly man named An-

The Shaw family retained pos-
session of the farm for more
than a century as it was passed
from Thomas Shaw to his’ son,
John, and then to John's son,
‘William.

‘The new home, built in 1843,
was John's upon his father's
death the following year. It was

drews and it would appear that |the first frame home in the Liv-
Thomas Shaw and his host |ORia vicinity, the book reports.

struck up a quick friendship,

In 1904, at the age of 80,

It also happened that the next | John Shaw bought 2 home on
three days were poor ones for| Union St, in FPlymouth, and
traveling. Heavy rains prompted | 1eft the farm in Livonia Town-
the Shaws to remain with Mr.| ship in the care of A!.fred

Andrews in Newburg.

During this delay, Andrews

‘White.
John Shaw's grandchildren,

persuaded -Shaw to give up his[Carolyn and Robert, recall the

plans of settling in Indiana. An-
drews knew of a good farm for

good times on the farm.
They recall the fun of going

sale nearby and Shaw decided [to the spring to get water for

to buy it.

the farm animals on the old

The farm, said Andrews would | “stone boat” which carried two
be much nearer a.good market|large casks, A team of two
(Detzoit) than would any farm |horses hauled the stone boat.

in “the faraway country of In-

diana.”

Coming back, the boat juggled
and jounced over stones and the

On June 1, 1836, Thomas|water splashed the children.

bought an 80-acre farm in Sec-

‘Then there was the day when

tion 18, Livonia Township, on |the hired man let Carolyn Shaw
what was later to be known as|ride on top of the spiketooth

“The Six-Mile Road.”

drag, up and down the dusty

Thomas Shaw’s sonm, John, |plowed field.
The

bought another 40 acres in 1850

e book continues, | telling

at a cost of $565. An 1876 plat [now of John Shaw's semnd wife,
of Livonia Township shows that |Mary Ann.

the Shaw farm consisted of

She was 20 when she marneﬂ

nearly 200 acres, so apparently |John Shaw in 1850, He was 26.

additional acreage was pur-

A wife on a pioneer farm

chased during the intervening |worked hard .and mede & great

year:

contribution to the success

Tha shaws’ first home on Six- | the farm and to the welfare uf

Mile Road was a log cabin.
But Thomas prospered as a
farmer in Livonia and a new
house was started in 1843. It
had a spiral stairway as a
central feature and Thomas’
daughter, Aun, wrote to her
cousin in England telling of

the spiral stairway and of oth-
er aspects of the new home,

the farm family, |
There was usually more work
than the wife could :handle
alone. So 2 hired girl was em-
ployed fo help. There was no
electricity, of course, nor Tun-
ning water, so there were no
electric lights or electric house-
hold and kitchen cqv.upment
It was necessary to

Thomas Shaw died in 1844| over elght miles to and Imm
and his wife, Hannah died in| town to get supplies, The

1858,

drive wag usually made on a

Saturday behind 2 team of
horses,

o .

‘Another Shaw descendant
was Charles Frederic Milroy,
who was born in 1866 in' Liv-
onia. He spent his boyhood days
on the family farm and attend-
ed country school nnd North-
ville High,

Driring the early part of the
20th century, Fred operated a
sawmill. One of his important
contributions . dealt - with the
“Plank Road,” now: known as
Grand River Ave,

Fred bought wood and cut
planks for the Plank Rd,

Each plank was :eight feet|"

which the heavy loads of pro-
duce were carried into Detroit.
The otheAlane — the one going
out of Detroit — remained a
dirt road for the lighter loads
coming from Detroit.

Bs'E‘rel'l Milroy died in 1951 at

long<and they were laid on top
ofnfl:;\g;uund on the lane over

Another descendant was
John Thomas Shaw, the sec-
ond child and oldest son of
John and Mary Ann Shaw.
John Thomas was always
caled “Tom” by his friends
and relatives,

His business acumen is wor-

Thomas Shaw... Livonia Pioneer

thy of mention and is a tribute
to him. He went to work with
the First National Bank of De-
troit in 1875 as a messenger
boy. His wage was $5 a week.
From;1875 to 1891, he worked
in most of the ‘Tumerous depart-
ments within the bank. In 1891,
he was named Assistant Cashier
and in 1893 he was promoted to
Cashier.

Six years later, he was elected

Vice President and in 1909 was
elected President of the bank.
It was a position Tom held un-
til his death. He was greatly re-
spected across - the nation for
his banking ability and busin-
s knowledge.
Robert Doane Shaw's book
continues about other descen-
dants of Thomas and Hannah
Shaw, but in few instances are
there any apparant vital links
to Livonia Township of the
years long gone by.

Thomas’ conirage to migrate
to America and the strange
set of circumstances compell-
ing him to settle in the Town-
ship of Livonia 125 years ago
bespeak of the nature of the
pioneers,

Many dthers-helped to settle
what has now become one of
America’s busiest cities — the

City of Lwonu.

Growth of a Newspaper
(Continued from lsz_ige 1)

first thing that many readers turned to when they picked

up their copies of the paper, and ‘his views, often con-

troversial but always: honest, probably did more then

anything else to help stimulate commumty thought and

action in public affairs.

On Jan. 17, 1962, The Livonian purchased and com-

bined with another weekly

newspaper which had been |

published for two -years, The City-Post, and in May,
1962, added the name Observer to its masthead to give
it identity with the rest of the Observer newspapers.
Paul Chandler’s death last December left the news-
paper with a great void. Today’s team of 35 employees
on the four Observer papers is dedicated to producing
the kind of newspaper in which he strongly believed.
With the help of our readers in the community, we
will try our best-to guide this newspaper along the same
paths that have glven it the confidence and su dpport of

Livonians since 1940.! We look forward to one

ay serv-

ing the community with even a larger papér, one which
will be published with greater frequency, but one which
will never lose its sense of dedication to the community.

\




