Snow Cold Retard Prep Athletes

“By the looks of things
We may pever get autdoon ’
.This was a lyplcal :umment
_veglstered this past ‘week by

ons ‘af-the many coachs in
+ the Greater Livonls-areas as
they try to prepare their re-
npecﬂva high school teams
for the spring shead. |
There -are no less {han

10 varslty baseball teams

a!]walﬂ.ng!ogo ", - on the
high school lev
Most of the sdlools also
have their reserve teams and
all the junior highs have at
least 2 baseball team hopeful

-] ‘everyhody -else) can spot on
the

Bit, nmng has come .
and all the coaches (and

ground Is snow. :
Some of the’ track teams
have ‘had a chance to doa
little in the way of compe-
tition, Thurston and Farm-
ington went to the Huron Re-

of performing. lays last Saturday and two or

three others are going to
Michigan State this Saturday.

‘These are indoor carnivals
. . . and the outdoor seasons
for most of the area teams
are supposed to open -next
week.

Athletie Directors like
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-}| Howard Kraft at Redford
.|| Union, John Sandmann at
Plymouth and Les Anders

BASKETBALL is
cusslon hetween this
the speakers’ table fo)
“banquet of the Plyn-
Junior Baskethall

the topie of a dis-
trio as they sat at

¢ the first annual Bida, Ray Scoft, star center and forward
outh Community of the Detroit Pistons, and Co-Ch: an
League at the Elks John Van Wagner,

Clab. More than 400 attended and heard
talks by (from left) Co-Chalrman Joseph

Palrings for the First Annunl
? Livonia Invitational High
School Baseball tournament to
be held at Livonia's Ford Field
in May have been annmouhced
by Les Anders, the meets
director. -

‘Twelve schools will vle in
meet. which s being spons:
by the Livonia Optimist Club,
the Livonia Recreation Depart-
ment and the Observer News-

the
ored

/T
NOW thwu
A 15th-

Grandstad

:Annqunce Peurzngs
for Baseball Meet

DON'T TAKE
OUR WORD!
Come in and

own kicks!!

been played and shoild one
team be leading by seven or
more runs, the game will he
stopped — except in the finals,

2—If & game has passed the
fifth inning and is halted by
rain, a completely new game
will be re-scheduled.

3—Two umpires will han.
dle each game, and they mmst
be registered with the State

4—If a protest arlses during
m‘;ﬂggm"ﬁ 257 |4 game, it will bo settled im-
od at mediately by the tournament

Semifinals will be staged at| e,

%7 and © pm. on May 28 with —
champlonshi -
e Y €82 |y ivonia DPR Slates
New Classes in Bridge

Saturday, May 29.
The tourney Wwill be staged
New Livonia Department of
Parks and_Recrestion bridge

under rules of the Michigan

Fiigh School Athletlc Assocla-

tlon. Only players who have | 1ccoq 1o beginners and inter-

bee mediates will be held from 7:30
p.m. to 10:30 p.m. on Thursdays

beginning April 8 at the Bentley
High School.

Fee for the eight week course,
which will be taught by Mar.
garet Armstrong and Peg l?ow-
ler, will be $5 per person.

The Standard American Goren
miethod will be used with stress
on bidding, play and defense.
All students actually start play
on the first night.

Clarencevillo will square
off agalnst Bentley in the
meet’s initial game on Satur-
day, May 15

The winner of this game
then will face Our Lady of Sor-
rows at 7 pam. on Friday, May
21. The ® pm game on May
21 will bring together Redford
Union and Thurston.

Ths May 22 setion will pit

against

g‘blo to via In the meet,

This, of course, means tha
there can be “no pickups” —
Just for- the tourney.

Other rules outlined by the
tourney committee, which is
composed of John Dufour,
Georgs Williams, Tommy

and Anders, include:
1—After five innings have

ba!.lera are '.hrougl; Some of |
the thinelad’ mentors utilize |

Iooked at - the fine smdulu
- they have Fmpu'ed for their
various teams,
“1- suppose we’u hnve to
cam:el some- of" the events
booked' for early.-April,” la-
men?ed Knlt “It's 4 shame
eather'.", . But
whxt can you dor™ 1
g, of course.
Thn coaches and their
charges are doing the ‘bext

proper to have their forces
run - the lmrdles and - the
dashes.

A few brave shot putters
bave gone outdoors and tossed
the iron ball around in six to
seven inches of snow.

Tenals players and coaches
have to-wait for the gyms to

possible under the conditions. | clear.

Baseball teams are drill- The gollers practice with
ing In gyms, There’s mostly plastic halls, -
throwlng the ball around, So, it's gone.

Unless Lha weather takes a
‘wooden floors and how can | turn for the better, it ‘could
you go through any fielding
actlon?

Track coaches work In the
gyms, too, when the base-

OBSERVING
SPORTS

By George Maskin

“ Pull out all the superlatives and you still won't find
enough to describe the-performance turned in by the
Detroit Red Wings in their drive to the 196465 Natmnal
Hockey League championship.

This was the team that the experts ‘called “loo old
and too young” .. . the team few thought would even
make the NHL playoifs

There were laughs and giggles back in October
when Manager-Coach Sid Abel pulled the surprise of
the sports season by announcing that Ted Lindsay was
coming out of a retirement after a four-year absence
from the pro hockey wars.

President Clarence Campbell of the NHL reportedly
minced no words when informed Lindsay would play
again. Others agreed.

Fortunately, at the time for the Wings, the Detroit
News and Free Press weren't operating. erwise, the
Wings management probably would have been chewed
apart in the local press.

‘The radio and TV sportscasters did take their pokes
at Abel and Co.

Easter vacation eads around
April 26,

- - * N
That was in October. Now it’s April — or it will be | sch
Thursday — and very appropriately on this April Fool's

for the Stanley Cup against the Chicago Black Hawks.

The community has gone wild about the Wings.
Why not?

It's been eight years since Detroit — and when we
say Detroit that goes for the entire community — has
enjoyed a sports champ on the pro level.

The Wings go blazing into the.cup round. The
“old” guys like Gordie Howe, Lindsay, Alex Del-
-veechio, Norm Ullman and Bill Gadsby operate on the
ice with the same brilliance they did 10 years ago.

Howe remains the most amazing player—in any
sport. He's still the Spark of the Wings, the way we see
the club, He's the leader.

Lindsay, we should have noted earlier, scored 15
goals in his comeback. U‘Uman, Delvecchio, Gadsby all
had banner years. Great year:

Crozier has made Detroxt forget gbout Sawchuk.

When it comes to slxpphlg out some orchids, Al
Roscoe of Livonia’s Recreation d was on the

long hallways in- the school '

day, the team that followed them all starts in its quest.

Union high's

—Larry Dennis, Ed Pietfe,

ForBobAv.HnsntRcd.fa
L is

_sport.
‘When the school recesses itn

baseball team which hopes
to repeat school’s performance of 1964 -
when RU " shared the! Suburban Six
League championship, From left: Front Redford Union team.

VETERAN MEMBERS of Redford Russ Pulyn, Jim Bieberick. Back row — °
Jim Johnston, Ernie Bourassa, Dick
Barryman, George Little and. C:
Loye. Bob- Atkins is head coach of the

Curt DeLoye,

June for vacation, melther At.
lgim or his players forget sbout

ball,
They keep right on going

Franklin
To Keep

From near botiom to the
Itcoumbethmmyfm‘lohn
Hartsig, @ member of the
coachmz staif at Franklin high
|
Duriqg the recent basketball
season, Hartsig's cagers etrug-
gled and barely beat out pew.
comer ‘John Glenn from  Wayne
for last spot in
Suburban League,
With little time off, Hart-
slg now has switched to guld-
ing Franklin in baseball. |
The diamond story sparkies
for Hartsig. A year ago Fratik-
lin copped the league cham-
pmnshnp, beating out Thurston
in an exciting dual.
Franklin again shapes up ey
the team to beat for the pen
nant. ‘
The graduation losses have
slight. Catcher Bill Black
and Pitcher Pete Hembros ere
gono . from the '64 winners.
They'll be missed. |
But Tom Cannon and Ren

phone asking if we could say a few nice words about all
who had a part in the success this past winter of Livonia’s
recreation basketball program.

“We had 90 teams” said Roscoe. “The teams ranged
from youngsters 13 and under up to adults.

“The programs moved along with no trouble In
all of the divisions, Not enough in the way of thanks
can be expressed for the men who worked with ‘.'he
kids, in partienlar.

Livonia’s Junior Football League also. drew t.he
praises of Roscoe.
“The Football League foots the bills for the 27 mlnm'
teams (boys 13 and under) who play baskethall in Li-
vonia. John Hubert is assigned- by the Football Leagus
as its baskethall commisstoner Heturnedina tremend-
ous job this past season.”
Roscoe added that there were many teachers in the

get your

CLARENCE DuCHARME

Livonia school system who stayed Iate each day or came
back in the evenings to help with the kids

mbacktomdm

Franklin m
who rememher tﬂﬂ 'alk sbout
the no-hitters t.ha two ﬂingen
turned in a year ago . . . when
Franklin posted en 80 record in
the league and an overall mark
of 15 viclories sgainst only
two_defeats, .
Franklln a solid in-
field. There's Nell Thomay
at first, Paul Diedler at sec
ond, Bernle Carbo .at short
aud - Paul Harige at third,
All are veterans,
Behind them are Gary Eur
kett and Ron Ross, who em
work in at almost sy spot in
the inmer defense.
-In_the outfield, Skugger
Antonazzo leads the way. Then,
too, there is Roger Frayer, who
missed

Sam

the Nurﬂ:west b

‘Favored
Crown

ule a year ago because of an
Injury, but was a ster in the
the |summér gandlot program
mnd Livonia,

Bruce Berger and Mike Sta-
hurski are two others who fig-
ure in. the plans of Hartsig who
hails the Livonia sandlot base-
ball activities for helping to
bring a strong team.
{Continued on Page 3-B)

Schoolcraft
Will Honor
Sports Teams

; The first Schooleraft College
&s | winter sports award banguet
will be held on Tuesday, April
6 at 6:30 p.m, in the clubrooms
of the Plymouth Elks Club, on
Ann Arbor Road.
| Varsity letters will be award-
ed to the first basketball and
swimming teams sponsored by
Schoolerat. Athletic Director
and Coach Marv Gans has made
arrangements for ons of the
Olympie swimmers from the
University of Michigan to give
the principal address.

The varsity and junior var-
sity leftef winners In basket-
Hall are: varsity, Gerald Allen,
Rick Davis, Robert Geist, Tom
Janualis, Gerald Kisabeth, Cal
Luibrand and Scott Hclntyre;
jupior varslty, Robert Ekonen,
Jeit Houtaling, Harold Kuisel,
Leonard Nordstrom and Eeith
Watson.

Those recelving awards in
swimming include: varsity,
Dave .Zabell, Dennis Macy,
George  Collins, Nick - Sikon,

Tom Skinger, Bill Pattersun
and Bill Baker; junlor varsity,
Bill Johns aud Dennis Umer-

much of the prep sched- | lik.

De-

Sumnn‘er Play Big Aid
To R. Union Mentd)r

in the summerlong program
for Class D and Free Press
League teams with most of

Livonia's Ford Field,

Atkins has found that the
added baseball has helped to
pay off for him at Redford

nion, .

A year ago, Redford Union
shared the Suburban Six League
title with Trenton and Atkins
feels that his Townshippers will
be in the thick of the 1665 chass
(if the snow permits one), al-
though Atkins picks Trenton
‘|and Belleville as the teams to
beat,

Redford Union will start the
'85 season with a strong bat.
tery.

Harry Kendrick, an allleague
catcher in '64, is back. He's one
of the RU co-captains.

Besides being very able be-
hind the plate, Kendrick is a
strong hitter. In 40 games
last season, both fn high
school and sandlot play, Ken-
drick socked the ball at bet.
ter than a 300 mark.

In the pitching department,

Dick Barryman is back to head
the corps,

Barryman was outstanding in
*84. His combined prep-sandlot
record was 12 wins against
three losses. He turned In an
earned run average of 14.

Rick Fisher, 53 a year ago,

third in high sdmol and pitched
fine relief ball in the summer,
The latter fashioned an 0.63
ERA on the sandlots.

The losses of Robhy Mas-
son and Clyde ZJegI:r in the
infield will hurt R

But Cary Delnyo “Is back
at first, Bourassa can play
third when not hurling and
George Litfle and Jim Bl-
berick give indications they’ll
do okay at second base and
shortstop, respectively.

In the outfield, Jim John-
ston is the lone RU returnee.

summer, and should be ready
fo b;iump into regular, varsity
jobs.

dctivities.

Besides the minor-division teams, there were 12 for
seventh graders, 12 for eighth g:aders, 19 for high school
students, seven for those at Schoolcraft College, nine for
Class B men's and exght for Olass A men,

Roscoe didn’t Hmit his conversaﬂnn Just to basket~

“Wem finishing up our men’s volleybell gram
this Wednesday night at Franklin High Sche ool,'Pllgoscos’
rambled on.

“We had eight teams in our ‘A’ division and 12 in
our ‘B'. We've bad a hig upsel in C].nss ‘A, The peren-
nial St. A in the

regular-season race and hns been knocked ont of the
playuffs. 1t will be Colonial Lounge vs. the Franklin
Teachers for the tifle in Class A.
“And in Class B, the Cliffhangers are going to play
for the title Wedn&sday night. They're a bunch of school |
teachers and pnnmpa]s ﬁ-om Livonia.

bl In his next bneath Roscoe was falking about base-

“Despite all the snow on the gmund at this time of the
year, we have found an upsurge in interest in both our
baseball and softball programs,

. “We get calls every.day from managem and spon-
sors, who want toenter a feam. I think that the lights
we have at Ford Field (for baseball and softhall) have
hadré lot to do with the greater-interest in the two
5pol

It’s to be noted that the lights will burn every mght

, Amerlca
- flrsl' m

I’IES'I'A RAMBLER

S
n-size sports fustbuck'

1205 Ann ‘Arbot Road, Plymomh GL 33600 %
*
You're a. 3

7AME - not a NUMBER ~ at FIESTA

i

at the Farmington Road sports grounds. Roscoe and

John Dufour, who bosses Livonia’s. recreation depart-

ment, are planning a variety of extra events to start
the area high school tournament in mid-May. -

I.nuden’tal]y we hnve a noie from-Mr. Dufour re-
minding us that the meetings for L\vania umpires have
smrled at Bentley High School.
The expansion of the baseball nnd “softball pro-
grams means one thing: Livonia will peed more um-
pires this summer. You may not-like sporis officials—
the kind who blow whistles and call guys out whom
you think are safe — but you can't play a game with-
out an ump or a referee,

From expene.nce, ‘we can say that sparfs officiating

has its bright side. If nothing else, it helps a guy keep

young.

| Call 4211060

Open Bowlmg
-WEEKENDS | |

i Opposite Fisher Body Plont
' Announces Their

Ladies League

WONDERI.AND I.ANES
‘AND COCKTAIL LOUNGE

(HOME OF WONDERLAND CLASSK)
|28455 PLYMOUTH ROAD

SUMMER LEAGUE

WvaL oLy

Mixed League , 404,

Advanced

Bowlers Weleoms.

SATURDAY A.M.

+the action taking place at

9-12 Yrs. PREP LEAGUE
13-18 Yrs. TEEN LEAGUE

- DAYTIME SPOTS

AVAILABLE

LEARN TO BOWI

® WATCH FOR OUR

L PROGRAM

_BOWL FOR CASH PRIZES

DON'T 'FORGET OUR’
SATURDAY NIGHT
MIXED DOUBLES

10:30 P.M.

{



