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-EL know that ' the
'} story of the birth
Cand ¢hiidhood. of
W Jesws the’ Christ,
told with stich won- I
‘derful simpllcity in
q, {he New Testament,
" bad taken'desp hold

tho'world over. No oth-
er ‘part of. the gospel
history. bas given &0

fo the world bas been Mustraled by o many
famous artisth. 1t is easy to see some of The
reasons whic have made 1t 3 favodre sublect

First, ther i3 the peliglous fnterest wileh
centers In th: entrance of the Divine Saviour
into the worl . Such an event, {or ail who be
lieve !n the Cheistian religion, must have @
profound sig iificance. [t i the sunrise of
falth, the begluniog of a new spiritual world,
the laying ok tho comerstone at the kingdom
of heaven ondparth. Ewea {f the artist himself
wera not suga of this, did ot altogether be-
lteve It, he \Wwonld know that other peaple be-
lieved 1t; agd Ly the tmagination h» could see
what & supreme importance was given by the
faith of Christendom to the brief any stmple
story of the birth at Bethlehem.

Second, there fs the human interest which
clinge to the ever beautitul relatlon of mother-
hood and ¢ lidhood.. The tenderest and most
unselfish 1o e is that with which & true moth-
er looks upe n her little chiid; the most perfect
fonceence o1d trustful joy are revealed In the
deep eyes o, the baby who smlles lato the face
of ke mother bending over him. The paint-
fogs of thepChild Jesus and the Virgla Mary
‘bave drawnlinto themselves the best thoughts
of men codeerning the gracious secret of ma-
ternlty and the unsiainad biles of lafancy.

Fantastic Legends.

Third, there is the poetic ad plotorial (nter-
est which grows out,of the -incidents, of -tha,
story, the strange conlrast botween the heavans
ly sizsificance of the birth of Christ angd lts
outward clreumstances, the bleading of ‘lght
an) sbade. joy and sorrow, hope and feay. an-
gellc songs and carthly persecutions. All these
varied elements, centering about a single figure,
afford-a fleld of fitimuntibn and (Mugtrstion
such ns ary loves. .

My first advice, then. to those who wish
thorousbly ‘to appreciats arnd enfoy. thege, ple-
tares would be to reed and rerend the gospel
of St. Matthew from the cizhtecrnth vorse’ nf
the £rst chapter to the end of tho second chap- -
ter. and the first two chapters of St. Luke's
gospel  Then f would be wise to read some
of the later legends which were woven in the
apocryphal’ books, gnd fn the,medfacval poetss
and narratlves about the birth and childhood
of.Ghrist. Many of these legends are curlous
and faatastle, evjdently allegorisal and symboli-
‘eal.- They have none of the simple dircctness
and qulet restraint of the Blbilcsl history.
They are. In offéct, clear {lluatrations of that -
pative trait of the hgman mind—famfllar to
every one who has trfed o tell a true story
to 2 child—the ctraving for‘picturesque detail.”
“How did fit_happen? Whera did it happen?
Who was theref | How did they look? What
Qid they do afterygrds”" These are (he ques-
tons that childfen ask when they hear s alory:
and these gre the questions' fo . which men bive
given* fanciful answers fo the wpocryphal and
medizbval legends, such as the protovangelium
of Sty James, the' gospel. ol St. Thomas, the

gospel of the péoudo-Matthow. The bistory of

\the pstivity of Mary, tho golden tegend of Jace-
I : -
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bus de Toragine, the pooms
of Konrad of Fussesbruna,
Waltker at Rbetoan, Abbess
Krositha, and the tradi-
tions given by Justin Mar-

-Janything

tyr, St Jerome, St. Bernard
end wany other writers.
Much - of this legendary
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and symbolist materlal wes
taken up quite naively by
the palnters and embodied In their pictures.
Suppose ¥ou have a picture of the Aanurncia-
tion which represents Mary as pavsing through
A garden when the angel came to har; that is
{n accordpnce with the Protevangellum, which
sayy that Mary was chosen by lot from among
the virgins of Nazareth to apin the roral
purple of the Temple vell: one day, as
she was returning from the fountain with her
pitcher of water, the angel met/ter and said:
“Hall, thou who art full of grdgce!” and when
she went back to her sploning he came again
to her to.complete his messgge.( It the picture
representa Mary {n the house, working at the
veil, the nrtist has chosen to show us the sec-
ond appearance of the angel. - The emblems
which the artists put fato their pictures are
significant. The pot of lilies gt Mary's side,
the lily-branch in the angel's hand symbolize
purity. The olivebough bornd by the dove
means pence.

. <Or berg.is a picture of the rativity which

5165 thep Child 2nd bis mother and Joseph fn
a cave. Tlis !s accordlng to the accouat of
Fustln Martyr cand quite In barmony with
the customs af Palestine), that the stadvle of
the fna Where Chrlst was born was i grotio
in the rocks. Here perhaps you sec the ox
ahd" thelass” bowing thelr heads before the
ckld. This is told by the gospal of the pseudo
Matbew, fu fuifflment of the prophecy of
“The ox kngweth his owner and the
‘ass his hagler's cvib.” * Here, afain, 1s & daz-
aling superaatural Yxht radladng from the
chiid. so that shepherds who have just eutered
must ehade their eves. THis ‘defall fs given
in many legends.
‘ How the Story Develops.

Thé fife chlet polnts around which the paint-

Ings of the birth and chiidhood ot Ckrist nat-

. urelly group (hemselves are 1) The Annun-

clation: {2} The Natvit
of the Magl: () The Flight Into Egypt;
‘The Home at Nazaretb.

1. Thé Annurclation comes' trom the first
chaptér of St. Luke, and with if are associated
ixo mipor incidents, tha visit of Mary to her
gousin Elizabeth, and the birth of John the
Baptist, the forerunner of Christ.. The painters
bave delighted to show us the, virginal beauty
and meekness of Mary; (he joy with which the
angel brought his messkge, nad the awe and-
wonder with which she recelved the new con~

(3} The Adoration
)

. ception; of her son ns thé Sonjof the Highest,

the Savlour of his people. - No pieture. of the
Annunciation {8 good 1z ‘Which thls wonder and -
this foy Are not expressed.. If in mddition.the
valnter has chosen to put -lnimfny detatls’to °

meke us feel the Innocence and lovely grace of
Mary's iife; {f he has shown us the quiet work
with which she {s busy: the sweet order of her
room which fmages the tranquillity of ber soul:

this also Is well. But the great thing {s that
he should percelve and show, rs simply as pos-
sible, the charm of that perfect figure of malden-
hood, 1o rude peasant girl, but one with roys!
blood in her velns and heavenly thoughts lo
her heart.

The Nativity.

2. The pictures of the Natlvity have a great.
er variety of Incidents and of modes of presen-
tatjon. The simplest are those which show
Mary and Joseph In the stable with the child:
then come those in which the mngels appear,
or the shepherds came to pay thelr aderation:
another conception represents the motber
alone with her babe adoring bim or nursing
him. Pictures of the presentation In the tem-
ple, and perhaps some of the Madonna and
Child belong tq the general theme of the Na-
tivity because their central idea la the advent
of Christ as a littie babe.

Here the ra!sters have found a2 wide
field for !maginetion, and have used large
Itberty In expressi the feellngs with which
diffevent pergons drew pear to the boly chiid.
Mary {5 eimost always shown as wondrously
happy: sometimes, as in Murilla's “Adoration
of thy Shepher litung the cloth that cov
ers tac child and displaying him with genole

pride. | .
3. With the Adotaticn of the Magl, 8 dew ele-
ment cdmes futo the scene. Thesp wise men
from the ecast, whether they were ‘iings ar
not, were the representatives of the outside
world. i :
There are pictures which show. the Magi on
thelr journey led by~ astar, sometimes
shining (n the form of a babe'in ths eky; and
‘others ~ which show them at the court of
Hergd ssking thelr ;way; aid others which
show them belng ‘warted by’ an ‘anmget ini' z
dreatn pot to go back to Jerusalein: and oth-

ers which show them returding by déa to their'

own comntry. But the great majority of paint-
ers have chosen the moment- at which the
sitts ot gold and frankincense and myrrh were
presented to the child. Here there fs rocm for
splendid color and dramatlo contrast,

4. -The Fiight foto EEynt 1s the contrasting
companion-plece to the Adoration of the Magi.
The ono brings the great world into-the dwell-
ing of the Child Jesus::the othec carrles the
Child. Jpsus out into the great world. -
W . .. Story of the:Flight,

~The ‘pletirgs of. this’ sabject fall lato two
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tual jourzey and those. which show the Holy
Family resting, either by the way, or i the
land of Egrpt. ‘The palntings which deal with |
the latter thetme—commonly known as the Be- |
pose—Include sume of the most beantiful works |
of art, eepeclally duricg the last three u- !
ies. Many detalls have been Introduced from |
the logends of the Hight, In which the spoery-
phal “Histors of ‘the Natlvity of Mary” is par.
ticularly rich. This a-one of them: “The Holy |
Family rested by the road benesth a date palm "
and Mary desired to st of the froft; bnt it}
hung bigh above he. head. Joseph, being!|
‘weary, was not able {r climb the tree. Bot the ;
Chitd Jesus knew his jother's wiah, and at his 1
i

{
main dlvisfons: those which represent its ac |
1

command the tree St down.its branches.
Then he thrust bis.fiagers into the sand, and
a spring of water gushed forth. The pext morn-
ing Jesus thanked the obedient tree, and prom-
fsed that one of fts branches should be carrled
by the angels and planted in Paradise.”

The Trinmph ef the Innocents,

The landscape fs half shadowed by night
but the moonbéams weave a filmy sadiance
over plain and the distant hills where the
wateh fires are growing red, In front marches
Joseph, with his basket of tools oo his back,
a sturdy son of toll. The motker, a noble
yman of Palestige, carries the child in her
arms, fappy and fosriess. Rut who are these |

Wutle chiidren thal run and float béside the 8

travelers” They Hre the spirits of the niur
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'BACKACHE,

(called also Leme®s Tea)

;8 a herb Tonic-Laxative and
irill cure constipation and the

It is a gréat blood medicine
and one of the best for all
¢ stomach, kidney and bowel
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dofed insocents of Bethiehem. set free to fol-, B

tlow the lufant Saviour, ad koowing that]
threugh bim they have cntered by the gate of
death into cternal joy. Three tiny ghosta 1o
the rear have not vet felt his-pregence nor
caltghe sight of him, and the pain and terror
af’ mertality gre heavy upon them. .But the !
others aré raddmnt and refoicing @s ransomed
souls; and at thelr feet rolls the river af life.

Breaking into sbimmering bubbles {m which | —

the glortes of heaven are reflected. Joseph ;
docs not see the spirits. 1 doudbt Whether eve
- Mary sees them clearly, But Jesus recngnizes
his former playmates with joy. He leans from
his mothier's arms to-greet them; bolding out &
béndful of wheat, the symbot of the hread of
Heaven. . .
1t ts all mystieal, vislonary, unreal? Or is
. 1t a true picture to the eye of what falth be-
. halds In the religlon’ of Jesus?” Surely if this
Eospel has any meaning It 48 the bringing of
light and’ blesslgg 'to ‘the soffering: little -onea
of earthi a -deeper compassion-and a leadarer
cnpa for' them, and the promisessot & -heaven
_tull 'of bappy' children.- ot
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