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Home on Leave

Pvt. Matthews Singer has
completed his basle training at
Fort Leonard Wood in Missouri
and is home on a 14-day leave.
He will be stationed at the hosp-
ital in Fort Carson, Colo. He
is the son of Mrs, Martin Rip-
per of 7617 Cavell, Garden City.

JAMES STEWART is coming
soon to the Terrace Theatre
in his 67th starring;role as a
widower Virginia farmer
with six sons and & daughter
who tries to keep his family

mWally ‘Roberts
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'GOING

‘CYRTAIN

By WALLY ROBERTS

“Pickwick,” the British musical, at the Fisher, has
charm, warmlh and many funny

Biggest pmblem with this expensively-mounted import
is that it s so very, very Brifish.

For years folks have indicated that there might be
a dlﬂ'erence in the British sense of humor and the Amer-
ican comm manner. After seeing “Pickwick, old Wally
realizes such a difference exists. The differences surely
must be m the amount of humor necessary to make a
person laugh. —————
In “Pickwick” the humor is
1aid on broadly with a trowel.
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| charm I mentioned- earlier, It

If you don’t get it the first
time, they\ will repeat it until
you do. The British are
known for their reserve their
reluctant pature, their sense
of dignity. To make them
laugh is usually quiet a task.

Consequently, Harry Secombe
in the lead part of Sam Pickwick
works 50 hard most of the eve-
ning that as far as old Wally
was concerned many comic
situation Dbecame ok . . . 80
weary.
You might gather from these
disparaging remarks that “Pick.
wick” is a great bore. Not at
all. “Pickwick” does have that

is beautifully costumed, scenery
swings in and around with great
ease, dancers float through the
air with the greatest of ease,
and Harry| Secombe does “If 1
Rule the World” magnificently.

The courtroom scene and the
bedroom scene will give “Pick-
wick” a fighting chance on
Broadway. These two scenes are
mad, activé fun, They tend to
run a bit long. If five minutes
were cut out of each, I'd say
they would be just right for the
Broadway cmv.d

The heavy hand .of Peter
Coe, the ! director, and star
Harry Secombe are too evi-
dent in those two delightful
scenes. Both of these (alented
gentleman need to realize
that theht creative work can
stand some curbing,

Earlier thls month I com:
pared ck ick” to “Oliver,”
the first | successful Dickens
musical. Most of the same back-
of-thescenes people worked on
both shows. Old Wally found
“Pickwick'] to be the more en-
joyable show, but et the same
time I would basten to add that
the audience at the Fisher did
not reflect my taste. They ap-
peared tol be “lost” much of
the time. The English accent is
thicker in {Pickwick.” The cule
children found in “Olive
missing. |

The musical score of “Oliver"
contained more memorable
music. “I'll Never Be Lomely

Again,” the big halled in “Pick-
wiek,” goes nowhere. “A Bit
of & Character” is an excellent | ¥t
patter sung done by a most
likeable character called
Jingles. Anton Rodgers dances
the song. It's really his execu-
tion of the song that makes it
seem great. Once you leave the
theater, you forget it com
pletely, |

In fact,jif it weren't for “If
T Ruled the World,” “Pickwick”
would not have any songs worth
recalling, 1

Yet when you see the show,

skill of the performers, the
director, and the musical
arranger have all worked
long hard hours making
“Pickwick” appear belter

than it really is.

Three performers (Harry
Secombe, Roy Castle, and Char-
lotte Rae) make “Pickwick” a
passable evening at the Fisher
Harry is a veteran music hall
performer. He can work an
audience until they laugh at
some of his lines drab as they
may be. Roy Castle is a great
dancer. Charlotte Rae is a top-|2
flight comic.

This. trio could recite the
Funk and Wagnalls Dictionary
and make it seem exciting.
Given a little help from Charles
‘Dickens, Cyril Ornadel and

Leslie Bricusee who wrote the
words and music, and Wolf
\Iankownlz who gave them some
funny lines at times these
talented performers provided
an acceptable show. At least,
for old Wally.

Lionel! Bart who did the
music and lyrics.for “Oliver”
would have nothing to do
with “Pickwick.” He is repre-
sented in London at present
by “Maggie May,” a risque
musical about a prostie with
a heart of gold (what else?).
Oh, yes, his “Oliver” is still
running in London. It is now
in its sixth year.

“Pickwick” closed in London
after only a run of 18 months.
Many of the original cast are
in the production at the Fisher.
Maybe “Pickwick” was even
too much at the time even for
the jolly old England. °

Well, tallyho, and all that
rot, old bean, as we say when
something so terribly British [
comes to town.

You will have to judge “Pick-
wick” on your own. As you can
see old Wally is pretty well
mixed-up. A critic who equivo-
cates can be a real problem
at times.
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Levine’s “Harlow” now
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Ends Specialist Class
Airman Third Class Guy A.
Petrucci, Jr., son of Mr. and
Mrs. Guy A. Petrucel, Sr., of
6515 Deering, Garden City, bas
been graduated from the techni-
cal training course for U.S. Air
Force administration specialists
at Amarillo AFB, Tex,
The airman, a graduate of
Garden City High School, at-
tended Schooleraft Junior Col-
lege in Livonia,
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All information and rules in
this weeks Want-Ad section.
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The 13th annual Uscd Book
Sale sponsored by the Farming-
ton Branch of the\Am m-an
Association of Un
Women is schaduled‘ for \Sepc
23, 24, and 25 at the Old Na-

at the corner of Granr] River
:md Farmington Rds in Farm-
n.

The sale benefits the AAUW's
Fellowship Program =and the
Farmington Library.
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funds for library operation.
Ten percent of all the funds
collected at the book sale go
to the library for the acguisi-
tion of new books. |
Collection of books for the
sale has been a (continuing
project of the Farmington
AAUW' members. Books, pe-
riodicals, maps, and !white ele-
phants are needed. | .
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Thursday, Sept. 9 Wi
‘move in" day for antiqu
ers from Farmington and Livo-
nia and 17 others from Michi-
gan and Ohio, |

They will be moving into the
Grange Building and the Com-
munity Building on |[Union
Street in Plymouth for the
Three-Day Antique Mart!

Members of the Plymouth
Symphony League, sponsors
of the show, will be on hand
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Clover Mite
Are Nuisan
i|In Summer,

A common pest is the tiny,
red clover mite that congre.
gates by the thousands on
sunny sides of the housé after
leaving their winter homes,

They don’t do much damage
but they are a nuisance, [enter-
ing homes through cracks and
swarming on walls and |furni-
fure.

Don't suck them up in
uum cleaners. They ar
ily crushed and mak
sightly stains,

To prevent infestations,
their feeding places in
and shrubbery near the
and outside lower :wal
foundations with Kelth:
chlorobenzilate. i

Indoors, -use 2 pyré
spray or sérosol, which kills
mites on contact. If you have
caged birds or fish' tanks, re-
move or cover them |before
spraying. :
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