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w. W. Edgar Is:

“Back Home

In Pages of a Weekly Paper

(Editor’s Note: Veteran
newsman W. W. (Eddy) Ed
gar, & Livonla resident for
27 years, will chronicle the
current scens and reminisce
about yesterday’s events in
this new Observer column,
which will appear from time

Huxs(yean ago than I
to remember, though it ‘was nt
the dawh of the “Roaring Twen-
ties,” fate decreed that I stop
in theoffice of the weekly
newspaper in my lttls home
town in. the foothil].s of tha Blnu

o ]the land and play a lttle part
myself in the writing of history.
Yet, that's exactly wlut hap-
pened. i
When the: paper ﬂnally was
put on the press that morning,
many years ago, the old editor,

to time in this newspaper.)
BY W. W. EDGAR

Gad, ft's great to be back
home—back home on the pages
of a weekly newspaper after
galavanting around the country,
battling edition times on the
daily papers, running for trains,
racing for airplanes and elimb-
ing the steps o press boxes for
lo, these many years,
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Little tbw‘n with the ; name of
Catasauc n. which in nauva In-
dian 1giigoage means “Clear
‘Water."g "'J'

1 was § machinist al the time,
workington the night ihl{t, and
I droppéd into the &

who, was the only
other man in the world I knew,
outside of the famous Al Smith
of New York, Who wore a brown
derby—and he wora it in the
office—came, ‘over 'to me and
asked, "Hnw did you like that
for a bit o{

office tb say “hello” t£ a {riend.
It so h:ypened that.it was pub-
lishing- day and there was a
great bustling sbot as the
printers. started up ﬁ@ old type
flat“press and tho feditor, a
kindly old gent namfd Charlle
Weisner; was strugglng to get
the last'loose ends ol the news
prepared. l

1 stood by for Just a moment,
watchmgltbe drama of putting a
‘newspaper together for the first
time, an\l found it most inter.
esting. ¥ .

"Can you type?”, the old edl-
tor

W‘hm ¥ shook my head in
the negative he jistilooked at
me for a moment and sald,
sgell, fry it, even If you have
to use’only one finger. We
need help and I have to have
a few pleces wﬂ(lem’

I didfust that.

Little did I realize at that mo-
ment um the door ‘was open-
Ing for e. to embark on a new
and exciting career that would
take me into 48 of our 50 states
with a little typewriter in quest

of news—that I would walk with
the kings and queens of sport,
the captains of industry and

tinance,’the political;leaders of
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‘When I told him I rather en-
joyed it, he suggested that I
drop in every day for a little
while and try my hand at it.

“Youw'll find newspaper work
the most exciting and fasel
nating work'iyou can do—and
TI'd be glad to help you,” he said
in a rather fatherly tone.

I took hh\nﬂv‘lu I drnpped
into the little office most ev
morning and thrilled at ﬂn
thought of uelng my work ap-
pear in the little. four-page
weekly paper,

Tnen one day, the old editor,

his brown darby tilted at a
rather rakish' angle, summoned
me over to hls desk and asked,
“How would |you like to go to
work on 2 duly paper over in
the eity?”

The city was only four miles
away and it seemed like it might
be a good idea to try it, inas.

much 25 the old editor was go-
ing to be.theboss—and he had
promised to help me.

‘That was the first step up the
ladder. Remember this was back
in the dawn of the Roaring
Twenties when the world was
gay, following World War I and
sports boasted many of Its great-
est stars—Babe Ruth, Lou Geh-
rig, Red Grange, Bill Tilden,
Bo bby Jones, Walter Hagen,
Jack Dempsey, Gene Tunney,
Harry Greb|and a host of
others. With them were soms of
the greatest managers of all
baseball, Connie Mack, John J.
MeGraw, and in football we had
such coaches as Pop Warper,
Perey Haughton, Bill Roper and
others whose names are en-
shrined in the history of sport.

It was into this maelstrom of
activity that I was sent wn.h t.ha
old editor’s words ringing in
ears—“You've| got to get tha
feel of things to write about
them and you've got to-get to
know these fellows to do-a good
| job—you've gat to be with ulem
when they'ro |laughing in vi
tory or t in defeat. '.I‘hat'
how you get to know folks and
the ingredients of good storles.”

Little did
elther—the Iuck strewn path
I was golng fo travel, It was
a path that led to chats with
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torship of the Detrolt Free
Tess.,
More than that. In the rols of
sports editor of a metropolitan
daily I had the chance to ob-
serve the passing parade from
a new angle |'. . the rugged
grind of a metropolitan dally
and its hungry presses—plus the
keen competition of able writers
on the other papers.

Two of the Tucklest steps of
all came when I was “In-
duced” to move to Livonla in
1938 and only a short time
later met the late Paul Chand.
ler, former publisher of the
Observer Newspapers, but
then a rising young sports
writer on the Detrolt News,
Becoming a '‘resident of Livo-
nia turned out to be another of

those lucky twists that - life
t:
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akes.

For when the Stats Legisla-
ture ruled that gambling would
be prohibited | on state owned
property it opened the way for
the race track to be built in
what was then Livonla Town.
ship. I recaled that the racing
law (I had cavered racing for
the Free Press) stated that the
city in which the track is'lo-
caled shall share In the betting
up to one half million dollars.

1949, And what exciting times
they were—the first-real poll-
tical battles in the area. But
a city we bécame and fate
would have lfl that my friend
and competitor of sports writ-
Ing days, Paul Chandler, first

came to ‘the race track amd
then to the Observer.

And the mmy of it all is that
1 will try, in some small way,
to carry on for him In these
weekly visits Tl tell you about
some of the fun and excitement
we had in Livonia.

No wonder, I am glad to be
back home on l weekly paper.
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