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In Defense Of Movie
Editor:

Open letter to Mrs. *Piatt:
The critical letter, concern-
ing “Deep Adventure,” playing

Draft Board
Will Summon
College Grads

College graduates will be
among 45 draftees td be. called
in January by Local Board 102
of the Selective Service System
in Plymouth. .

They will be summoned from
the area served by the board
which includes Livonia, Red-
ford Township, Plymouth,
Northville and - Canton Town-
ship.

This month's quota of 50 in-
ductees was filled by 10 volun-
teers and 40 draftees who re.
ported Friday to the Fort
Wayne Induction Center in De-
troit,

Mrs. L. M. Fedell, manag-
ing clerk of Board 102, said
the college graduates would
probably be in the 22 to 23
years of age bracket.

Most of the remaining draf-
tees are 19 years old,

the Civic Theater on' a_matineefinitésimal. I would Iike here

was an edification for me. May
I use this oppbrtunity to thank
you, and also, neither condone
or condemn your censoring this
short subject.
1t has played many theaters

on mafinees throughout the
country, It perhaps was offen-
sive to.you, and innocuous to
-others, A local doctor and his .
young daughter viewed the
short -subject, along with'the
feature picture and could see
nothing wrong with it for any-
one. Consulted several other
adults and recelved the same
reply.

T assure you, anyone vulung
Kensington Lake, or any lake
for-that matter during the sum-
mer, could be much, much,
much more offended. In fact,
speaking for myself, on the
street in the middle of the busi-
ness gistrict, have noted a much
more vexing sight, and no water
within miles, Even Walt Dishey
came in for a considerable
amount of criticism, on some.of
his great pictures. I do not con-
done or condemn some of these
sequences elther,

The writer spent 25 years in
Farmington, operating the Civic
Theater. Naturally have had a
few complaints, but the com-
pliments have so far over-
\shadowed them they are .in.
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2nd now, to go on record as say-
ing, everything in my power, is
dedicated to proper pictures at
the proper time, as the last 25
years will attest. If an occa-
slopal error in judgment has
been innocently made, I am
sorry.

In conclusion, may 1 answer
your two questions with one
answer. 1 will continue in the
future, as in the past, strive to
do a better job of integrating
the Civic Theater into the life
of the community, for both

sereening of movies for whom
they were intended. As men-
tioned before, let the last 25
years so attest.

EDWARD J. HOHLER,
Owner, Manager

Civie Theater
Farmington.

More of-Milt Holley

(Ed. Note: Second part of &
Ietter by Milton Holley of Li-
vonia, former City Assessor dis-
missed by Mayor Harvey
Moelke.

Your issue of. October 6, 1965:

The LIE: “The City of Li-
vonia was billed $141,63 for
['services furnished by the Wayne
County Bureau of Taxation.”

‘The TRUTH: The actual bill-
ing was $11,163.50 on a formula

.

the above days, '

odfellows

PLYMOUTH ROAD

1 Bll(. W. OF INKSTER
Cal] 427-6100:

recommended and passed at a
Wayne County Board of Super-
visors meeting. Mayor Moelke
and Councilmen McNamara
and Dooley are members.

On June 30, 1965 I wrote
Mayor Moelke on this problem
and recommended not to pay
the bill until the County ex-
plained the charges.

The question in my mind re-

mains  “How the City
Treasurer get the original bill
when I ordered my secretary
ot o let it out of the office
dnd dictated Iletters ‘to the
Wayne County Board of Audi-
tors protesting the charges
against the City?”

Lot splits are handled dif-
ferent by me than any other
Assessor in order to insure that
our Zoning -Ordinance and the
Plat Act are compiled with by
the petitioner. Remember, we
won the case against Grand
Prix Bullders involving the
Merri-Five subdivision ~when
we refused fo alter’ the rolls
to_smaller lots.

Yo\u' issue of October 13,

The LIE: “U it means a
further reduction in GMUs as-
sessed valuation, it will increase
the average tax on homes
(valued at $7,500) from $402.60
to $405.38—a hike of $2.78.”.
The TRUTH: If the Tax Com-
mission further reduces GM
on the 1963 figures it will mean
a REFUND to'GM and there is
no legal way to increase the
1965 Tax Rate to cover this
problem. However, with the
number.of taxes being passed
by the Council over the five
mill limitation without the vote
of the people — I Wwouldn't
guarantee anything any more.

ermore we expect to win
the case if the legal depart-
ment ever can find time to look
at our sales surveys and assess-
ment formulas. This is all the
court ordered.

The truth of the Court de-
cision simply was that the Court
did not have iIn evidence our
studies on sales, ete. to make
a decision so remanded it back
to the ission to start

young and old, with careful {his

from scratch or our original
assessment of $26,603,79%0 with
the burden of proof on our
office.
‘The City Attorney did me a
favor as the Tax Commission
now kmows that even the eco-
nomic pressure and threat of
reprisal by other City Officials
would not make me juggle the
assessment rolls. I'll admit
that offlcials downtown say
now that the small from our
City Hall is recognized at the
City-County Building as never
before had a Mayor ordefed
City Attorney to appear
against his Assessor who was

versial — what in hell do you
think I fought for in WW II and
my forefathérs prior to the War
of 1776 and every war’ since
then?)

.
In Defense of MEA
Editor: .
In an editorial written Nov.
18 in the Township News in
Redford Township, I presume
by the editor, be states:

“That is an old cqmmunist
and Nad facilc. Tell & big
lie, shout it loud enough,
make it completely distorted,

following the law, (I'm contro-{-

and 1f yom repeat it often

enough people will start to

believe 1" He should know
because this Is what e does.

1 2m a teacher, although not
In South Redford. But I have
worked in and with the MEA
for many years and know El-
wood W. Landis. Beisnota
lar or extremist.”

+ Mr, McGriff and bis inmer
can just add my name to an.
other of their long line of can-
cellations of what I consider
a newspaper not worthy of hay-
Ing in my home for my family
to be concerned with
. TURNER,

Redford Township,

Le e . .
Kindred For Council
ditor:

The fime is

when we the
zens of Livonia should stuy

and think about the up and
coming election of the men who
will serve us as the city fathers,
our coun: We should in
our minds go back and review
what has been accomplished
and what should have been ac-
complished by the men that
now represent us as our city

fast apprvn:hmg
interested

R

Memorial Cemetery.

Even in his palmiest days
portly Alired Hitchcock, the
little baldish gent who has pro-
vided the natlon’s radio, cinema
and television audiences with
stark drama, tragedy and
pense, never could have wrlnm
a script to compare with
ghastly story of Brookdale. Me—
morjal Cemetery, the 68-acre
plot-at the corner of Middlebelt
and Six Mile Roads in Livonia.
For the greater part of the
past 15 years i has been Jink-
ed with storles of alleged
murders and rumor had it
that it was the burfal ground
for the Underworld Gangs of

Cleveland and Chicago who
came here, in the dead of
night, and buried their. vie-
tlms. And it was once charged
that a jockey had been mur-
dered at. the Detirolt Race
Course and hustled to Brook-
dale for burial in his uniform.

1t has been the focel point of
actlvities that, indlrectly, cut!
short the political career of a
former Mayor. and, for one of
the few times in the history of
the land, the members of the
City Councit were named as
defendants in & damage suit,
Alfred Hitehcock never went
as far In any of his thrillers.
And just recently it has been
admitted by the employees that.
there were such things as a
“common” grave where funeral
corteges brought their Iloved
ones only to have the caskets
stacked up in a warehouse fol-!
lowing the services. And it has
been admitted that twenty-two
children have been buned in a
“common” grave,

Relatives have d'mrged that:
they can't find the final resting
places of their loved ones and
it has been said that there are
some six thousand bodies buried
there — mostly in  unmarked,

graves. .
Alfred Hitcheock would have
shaken his head in disbellef.

ST
The Perfect Chns\to)as Gift!
KING-SIZED ROCKER

The comfort of a rocker, the ease
of o recliner in beoutiful support-
ed vinyl. This chair edjusts from
:mma pesmon to 72" nr:nded,

%@@&

K was back in 1952 when
kdale first came to the at-
tention of the populace as being|
“different.” It started with the,
death of Saul Lewis in Detroit.
He was a partner in the Lewis
Brothers Mortuary and also had
an Interest in the cemetery.
‘What a combination!
There were charges, never
proven, that he was strangled,
An autopsy later revealed that
death was caused by 2 heart,
attack, occasioned by *severe
pressure on the neck.”
Little was heard of Brookdale
{rom then until 1954. This was
the year in which Elbert Har-|
tom, a gray-haired chicken!
farmer from the northeast sec-|
tion of the city, lead a Demo-,
cratic group called “The Moni-
tors” to a virtual overthrow of:
the city government. And with!
his election 25 Mayer things
began to happen.
One of his first appointees
was a short, curly-haired fel-
low named Russell Ashmore.
Mayor Hartom chose him as his
City Attorney — but forgot to
a salary and this

GIANT

Blr, de xellxlnl
Jounge

and m"u |n "o

ported, vias! ul
g T reversinie

edshlons.

" @ USE OUR LAYAWAY

SWIVEL ROCKER
o FREE DELIVERY

o EASY CREDIT TERMS

Plymouth Rd. ot Middlehelt
Livonia
_ Plymouth Rd. nm Evergreen

Open Mon, thry 'n\m 9.:0 o 1o 10 .
¥, and Sat. 10 a.m. to 11 p.m

oversight ‘became part of the
drama in a later act.

Ashmore went to work with
fervor — inside and outside of|
City Hall. It wasn’t long until
he charged that a jockey had
been murdered at the Detroit
Race Course and bustled to
Brookdale for burial. There
were rumors that, in the dead

tery and dug up the body to
substantiate his charges.
So wild did he become in his.

City .Council formally asked
Mayor Hartom to remove him.
When the Mayor refused the
Council used its biggest eco-
nomic weapon. It set the salary
of the City Attorney at $1.00
per year, compared fo the

$12,500 paid to his predecessor.
Ashmore fired back: a

Just Charmv
W. W. Edgar Says . . .

Alfred Hitchcock could’t have written a
thriller to compare with the story of BraokrMs

council,
g
t

hurry, He sought recourse in
the courts and members of
the City Council-—and that
included me—had fo appear
before Judge George Ed-
wards. You can imagine the
excitement of those times.

Ashmore won back his salary,
but there followed such things
as: the City Council setting it-
self up as Investigating Com-
mittee with power to subpoena,
Things really got wild, Through
it all Ashmore stuck to his
charges of the goings-on at
Brookdale Cemetery.

Finally, even Mayor Hartom
could take no more. Attorney
Ashmore was sent on his-way.
‘Then the people got into the
drama. At the next election
they retired the Mayor and per-
mitted &im to return to a lfe of
ease with his chickens,

That seemed like the Jast of
the Brookdale drama. It turned
out to be only the intermission.

Just recently the dramatic
story continued with more mac-
abre charges than ever,

The courts now have ruled
that this “jinxed” property must
be sold at auction,

That's Fine.

But folks have every reason
to wonder if this is the final cur-
tain or the start of another
tragie act, in the drama,

It is sald that none of the
few tombstones on the embat-
tled plot that has figured in
seventeen cases before the
Michigan Supreme Court, bears
the populer wording—

REST IN PEACE -

Is it any wonder?

Observer Readers Speak Up...A Page

T believe five of the seven
seats are up for election, and
as_of today, I have no -public
information as to who is go-
ing to run or who will seek re-
election, I imagine some of the
present councilmen will seek
re-clection, and some will try
for other higher positions and
some will feel that a well earn~
ed rest is needed and want to
spend a little more time with
their families, - B
- The councll, I believe, should
be compesed of men of two
standings, some with the ex-
perience and wisdom of time
spent on the council, and some
with their inspiring new ideas
and filled with the enthusiasm
and citizens' interest which

makes the council so impor~
tant to a fast growing city such
as we Hve in. The wisdom of
our present council saw this
need and appointed a man who
is of this caliber and is now
serving us, Coucilman Ed Mill.
igan. And it is evident that he
is 2 man not only of ideas but
action and devotion to his new-
ly acquired job.

Now is the time that we as
Interested citizens should be
calling or writing the person
or persons that they feel could
take a seat on the council and
carry on this most important
job.

Some well qualified persons
are undoubtedly awaiting for
some encouragement to get in
the 2. g they
have some support.

One well kmown civic ‘lead-
er who I feel could take a seat
on the council and I hope he
will seek election is George
Kindred, a man well known

for his great civic accumphs‘h
ments such as being the
President of The New Federa-
tion Of Livonia’s Civic Assoc.
lations, and under his leader-
ship drew the and

Take a Lmle Longer
Editor:
As the season draws

hnshms

neaz, T would like to share a
letter that appeared in the Pa-
cific Stars and Stripes which I
recejved from my brother in
Vietham, .

It}is a letter from the US.
First Information Division to a
sevep year old boy in Engles-
town N.J., whose father took the
time to write and thank our
iroops for what, they are doing
and hot to worry e dem-
onstrations because ~ someone
herel DOES care and KNOWS
wha{ they afe going through.
“This father once served and
wondered what he was doing
“aver (here" 2s his father be-
fore| him.

He explained that his boy was
only| seven and that he didn’t
know what war really was, but
that lif he d)dn’t have to take his
turn|“over there” it was because
of what troops are doing today
for him. The father asked the
1roops to “make it a personal

ing if you will. Do what you
can for )um"—and thanked the

boys|
‘The troops answer told the
boy| that “if the Dad would

linger a litile longer when
he fucks bim In at night, it
was because he was saying
good night and God keep you
for a ot of soldiers who love
you| .want to see you grow
up in a world of peace.”

I think it would be good for
all of us to takeia minute to
think and then to {ake another
minufe to drop 2 card with the
Seasan’s Greetings and a big
“thank you” to any G.I in Viet-
mam. o

My brother received a letter
like this and was greatly im-
pressed.
GLOIIA M. PARZUCHOWSKI
Livonia.

About Incorporation
Editor: ;

I was quite amazed to see in
ihe Observer that Farmington
Township is planning to incor-
porate and form a city. It has
always been my belief that a
move of this kind must first be
approved by the homeowners
and voters before such a plan-
ning commission .can es-
tablished. However, - assuming
that they can form such a com-
mission, what advantage does
the present homeowner and tax-
payer derive from an incorpora-
tion, '

L Wil this incorporation
glve us better police and fire
protection without a major in-
crease in taxes? )

2. Wil this Incorporation give
us better sanitation pickup
without having to pay a private
concern, remove the present
county sewer tax, and give us
city water without paying ex-
orbitant water rates?

3. Is this move made to pre-
vent existing-cities from annex-
ing sections of the township—
cities that already have heavy
industry” to alleviate the tax
burden to the homeowner?

4. If the commission is plan-
ning to look for heavy industry
to move into the area, what
section of the township would
they set aside as an industrial
park? .

5. Is this move a result of the
township officials’ failure to get
an increase in salaries at the
last election?

Before this commission is
established and plans are o be
made, isn't it the responsibility.
of the township officials to
answer these questions so that
the voters can decide if they

commission?
HARVEY M. SILVERMAN

participation of 27 out of 20
active civic associations in Liv-
onia, He is the past President
of Meri-Lynn Civic Association
which took great strides in the
betterment of not only its own
immediate area, but the city ot
Livonia, He served on the steer-
ing committee of the Citizen's
Advisory Committee for com.
munity jmprovements and iy
now the first chalrman of the
newly ve-activated School
Board Advisory Committee. All
positions dealing directly for
the bettérment and interest of
all Livontans in mind,

Come you gentiemen who
feel you could do the joh
serving us and let us know
your qualifications and {deas
so we will have time to study
and review so .that we will
make the right cholce come
time to vote next Feb, 21, 1966,

FRED HOTCHEISS
* Livonia,

Marine Corps Grad

Marine Private Timothy W.
King, son of Mr, and Mrs. Cor.
nelius M. King of 32030 Valley-
view, Farmington, has grad.
uated from Marine recruit train.
ing at the Marine Corps Recruit

Depot at Parris Island, S.C.
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. Shop
The New

racker Barrel

FORTHE HOLIDAYS

you looking for-new ways
entertain your guests? We
ve found that many peopla
cover interesting new ideax
it by browsing in and around
wine and spirits ond gift
items from oround the world,

Hours: Daily 10 am, - 1

40522 ANN ARBOR TRAI
neor Haggerty Rood

on’t Be Confused
lhis CHRISTMAS

Sunday 12 to 9 p.m.

CRACKER BARREL

DRIVE THRU

OLD BEER
::SES
EGS or
ANS

T pm.

L PLYMOUTH

GL 3-9795

of night, he went to the ceme-|

DISCOUNT PRICES during this SPECIAL CHRI
‘counted from 30% to 50% off the factory list

% GIFT CERTIFICATE

Sweeey s HRIST AS GI“ to.you'

& ALL ‘TOYS, GAMES, HORSES, TRAINS and DOLLS are being offergi

to you at SPECIAL

MAS GIFT SALE! Our toys are now dis-
price . . . for this Christmas Gift Sale we

will give you an ADDITIONAL 50% DISCOUhT PER DAY OFF OUR PRESENT LOW

DISCOUNT PRICES

[RR]

Our present discount

Additional 5%

Dis¢ount Per Day

SUN.

Dec.'19 . .

ﬁ%}pwss% )

MON.

Dec. 20 . .

’ 30%}PLU55% Ao 5%

TUES.

Dec. 21 ...

30% } PLUS's % AND 5 %

AQDS%

WED.
Dec:22. ..

i 30%}PLU55% ANDS%

/’NDS%ANDS%

THURS.

Dec. 23 ...

30%}PLU55% AN‘DS%

AND 5% ANDVS% ANDS% i

FRI.

Dec. 24 ...

30%}1@55% an D% /"ND 5% mp5% a0 5% ANpS%

SAT.
Dec. 25 ...

100% Christmas Happiness to You!

| Present ﬂ.is CHRISTMAS GIFT

BEFORE she starts to [add up your gifts

ERTIFICATE to the cashier

YOU DECIDE WHAT DAY YOU

investigations that the Livonia|¥:
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21207

34001

|WEST OF AIDOLEBELT | MEAR BXSTER Rb.

MEAR 165 MLE RD.
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ISH TO BUY YOUR GIFTS

‘OPEN
SUNDAY

10 to 6
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