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FAITH GILLESPIE

(A Christmas story

to be read aloud)

The sky was a mantls of mid-
night blue velvet stretching from
hillside to hillside above the
dark earth. It was speckled with
holes where the stars glittered
through; - little, hard chips of
stars, - cold, shining Hke new-
polished silver. -

One star had come down,

; through the dome of blue vel-
vet, and hung there, suspended
© in space, one star that shone
with a glow and a brightness,
. a warmth: tha Star. of Bethle-
- hem.

This star locked down trom
its faraway place In the
heavens upon a2 small stable,
2 bullding of brown wooden
beams, & rude shelter, open to
the cold.

Thers wers . animals there,
beasts of the fleld, beasts of
“burden, restlessly moving about
in the stable, Thelr breath made
a mist that hung in the air.

There was a man there, and
a young woman, and & newborn
. baby. The woman was awake,
She looked at the baby lying on
yellow straw in & weathered
wood manger. She took off her
shawl of blue and silver and
gold, the shawl thiat was new for
the journey from Nazareth to
Bethlehem. She laid the shawl
over the sleeping child.

“Don't wake, wee one,” she
sald. .

She shivered in the eold and
“clasped her ‘arms about her
body and -looked at the man,

was stirring {n his sleep.
Sudden!y, he sat up and saw her
standing there, standing alone
and cold by the manger.

“It is cold,” shu said. “It gal
cold s0 quickly.”

“Where Is your shawl?"” he
asked. .

Shs ‘nodded toward uze baby.

“Then taks my cloak, It will
keep you warm, We should have

a“fire, but the jnn- s dark.
Surely 1o one is awake thers.
I do not know where- elss we
can find a fire.”

She took the fine brown cloak,
the cloak that was new, as ber
shawl was new, for the journey
from Nazareth to Bethlehem,
and s she held it, she saw the
small red flicker of firelight on
the far hillside.

“There are shepherds on the
hills this night,” she said, "“who
will let you have coals for a
fire, See—see that small light?”"
she said, The baby's hands
are cold, $o cold. I am afraid
for him. And if I wear your
mantle, you shall be cold.”

“I will go to where that fire
burns,” he said, “and I will
bring back coals. God keep you
while I am gone. God be with
you here in this strange place.”

As be turnied to go, the woman
said, “Here, take your cloak. I
am sheltered here in the stable,
You will need it out on the open
hills.”

“Oh mo ' he began, but
she put the clozk around his
shoulders and said, “Go now,
end bring back a fire to warm
us all here in this stable.”

So the man weat out, quickly,
toward the distant red flicker,
and the woman went back to the
sleeping infant, She looked at
ber first-born as mew mothers
do, with love and wonder and
awe, with &' deep sense of rev-
erence, and with a rare joy at
the miracle of the newborn
child, perfect and 'beautiful,
helpless and small, so small.

Buot fn her heart wis some-
thing more, for she knew that
her child was the Son of God.

The man walked swittly across
the fields and hillocks toward
the far-gleaming firelight. As
he drew nearer, he saw the few
dark huddled forms of the shep-
herds drawn close to the fire.
The shepherds were awake,
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whtching the clusters of sheep.

When he ceme to them, he
seid, “Do you bave a few coals

you can spare so that I may
mlke a fire? My wife has had a
baby, and we are sheltered only
by the stabla ll the inn, for the
inn is full. She is tired and cold,
and ‘the baby !a cold.”

“You may.have a few coals,
and welcome,” sald a shepherd,

“but we bave nothing here for
you 1o use to carry the fiery
coals.”

The man took off his new
cloak and put it on the ground.

“I will carry the coals in this,"”
he sald.

Speechless, the shepherds
watched as the man took the
glowing coals in his strong bare
bands and placed them upon
the mantle. They looked,
amsazed, as he p!cked up lhe
clogk.

“Thank you. God bless you,”
he said. He turned ‘and was sud-

denly gone into the deep dark-
ness.

“What miracle is this?"” said
one of the shepherds at last,
and before they could answer, &
great and shining light ap-
peared, acd standing in the light

was a radiant angel of God.

‘The angel sald, “Fear not,
for behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy, for unto
you is born this.day in the
City of David a Savior who is
Christ the Lord.”

« o

The_man came quickly into
the stable, He put his bundle
onto the ground and opened it.

There were the fi coals,
glowing gold and green and
blue and red upon his cloak.

He gathered yellow straw and
placed the coals upon it, and
little bits of wood from the
ground. The small fire gleamed,
flickered, leaped, and burned
brightly, and the shadows
danced across the ground and
up ‘the wall. 3

The animals rustled. The child
awoke. The mother tucked the
shawl in around his lttle body.

“Hush,” she said, ‘‘hush,
baby. We shall be warm. s]eep,
baby; eleep, baby.”

She looked at the man, and
then she picked up the mantle
that was lying on the ground,
and she held it up to the light
of the fire. There was wonder
in her eyes as she took the cloak

to the man.

He took ber by the band and
led her to the fire, and together
they sat down.’In the silence
they thought they heard musie,
far off, like angels singing,
singing “Glory, Glory to God."
Finally, toftly, the “young
waman spoke, “*And your cloak
was not burned, your new cloak?
Not burned at all?”

‘The man drew his mantle
about his strong shoulders.
“It feels warm, strangely
warm. It gives me warmth and
joy. And it-was not harmed.”
He looked at the small danc-
ing fire. He held his hands out
over the coals end rubhed them
together. .

The woman looked toward the
sleeping child, so small, so zoft,
infinitely precious. She smiled
at the man as she spoké. “It

O The Cloak Of Fiery Coals

is 2 miracle. And the baby Is a
miracle. Perhaps ome miracle
brings others.”

The raan spoke quietly, gently.
“We have not seen the end of
miracles,” be said.

They slept, full of wonder,
in = night full of wonder, and
the stars glittered down from
the hlue velvet sky, The shin.
ing star above the stable nmo
longer seemed far away. It
wasg of silver and gold, and
it bad a radiance, 2 brilliance
not seen before, and from it.
came " warmth; to add fo the
small fire glowing gold and
green and red am‘l bloe.

Chanukah, the Jewish “Fes.
tival of Lights" holiday, began
at Sundown, Saturday, Dee. ‘18
Like many Jewish hnllrhys,
Chanukah has- a clearcut b his-
torical and political origin. The
actual event which it commém-
orates, the Hebrew struggle for
religious freedom _from the
tyrannical regime of the Grego-
Syzian emperor An! Antiochus Ep-
ipl , is known to have [ac-
tually occurred in 165 BC.. |

The holiday is observed: with
special services, prayers and

T emple Beth Am to Hold - Observance

“dreidel” is spun, and tradit-| holding special Family Services

ionally, ¢ n_ recelve pres-|on Friday evening, Dec. 24, at

ents and Channkah “gelt" (coins| 7:30 pm. at the Cobn Bldg,

or money). West Seven Mile Road at Onnus,
Temple Béth Am.will be|in Livonla.
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES
hdl(mlltvb—7wud 11:00 P.M.
A,
W, 930 & 11 18 AN,
“December 27 & 28th—13 Noo
New Yerrs DRI 100 AL

hymns in homes
and religious schools. It ig a|
holiday of particular gaiety for
children; games are played| a
special Chanukah top called a

“The-Star of shone
down upon the stable where
slept Joseph, dnd the mother
Mary, and the infant Jesus, the

Miracle of the forld.

The Lola Valley Methodist
Church presented its Christmas
program on the eveninxlo( Dec.
19. All of the church’ school
children participated in the
program, which was entitled
“Blinkey’s Christmas * Adven-
ture." The story, which has
been made into a children’s
record, was written by Mrs,
Miltie 'Collins of ‘Livonia, Mrs.
Collins has written a number
of storles for children’s records,

Christmas Adventire of
Blinkey At Lola Va”ey[

Mrs, Gl Hufspeth was the,
director of the program and
Mrs, Wiliam |Howe - was! in
charge of the children’s masic.
Sue Livsey assisted on |the
piano.

The Christmas tree in |the
sanctuary had [been decorated
by the children with mittens
and stockings which were later
given to the D. J. Healy Home
for abandoned phildren. |

er the program the' Sr.
High Methodist Youth Fellow-

Christmias Eve

At Ward Memona[

The Christmas eve service
at the Ward Memorial Presby-
terian Chapel in Livonia will
be held at 7 p.m. A Christmas
concert will be- presented by
the adult choir’ with an or-
chestral accompaniment. Dr.
Bartlett L. Hess will- bring
the Christmas message,
“Christmas Giving."”

For those preferring a later
hour, a Christmas eve candle-
light service will be held at
the Detroit Church, Plymouth
at Steel Avenues at 11 p.m.
with special music by the
chancel choir. Dr. Bartlett L.
Hess will also preach at this
service,

ship went caroling at the homes
of some of the members of the
church where illness kept them

from attending]

C. Science On Rich
Blessings, Sunday

The service to be readiin
Christian"Science churches this
Sunday will emphasize the rich
blessings which an understand.
ing ‘of  Christ Jesus' missjon
brings to mankind. The Lesspn’
Sermon begins with the pro-
phecy from-Isaigh (9:6): “Unto
us a child is born, unts u§ a
son Is given: and the govern-
ment shall be upon his shoulder:
‘and his name shall be called
‘Wonderful, - Counsellor, The
mighty God, The Everlasting
Father, The Prince of Peace.]' .

Among the correlative read-
ings will be the first temet|
the Christian Science Churgh:
“Ag adherents of Truth, we t
the inspired Word of the Bj
as_our sufficient guide to e
nal Life.” (Science and Health
with Key to the Seriptures
Mary Baker Eddy, p, 497).

The Lesson-Sermon subject
“Christian Science.”

GARDEN CITY
"PRESBYTERIAN' CHURCH

Middlebeft South of Ford
/ (Across from Garden City Post Office)
-~ Choral — Candlelighting Christmas. Eve Service
“The Coming of the King” by Don Gillis
Dec, 24th, 11 p.m.

EVERYONE WELCOME

ENJOY CHRISTMAS WITH US AT OUR CHURC!‘

AUGSBURG LUTHERAN CHURCH
24807 West Chicazo Road
Dotroit, Michigan 46239
(Six Blocks West of Telekraph on Wert Chlcago Road)
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19th: Church Schoot Program ot 7 p.m.
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24th: Christmos Eve Services
First Service—8:00 - 9:00 p.m.
« Pogeant . . . “Why thé Chimes Rong”
By Augsburg Luther Leoguers
Second. Serice—_11:00 - 12,00 Midnight
Pagecnt . . . the Chimes Rong"* :
By Augiburg Luther Leoguers
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26th:
Worship and Church School—9:30 - 11:00 p.m.
“Holy Communion”—Reception of New Members

v

OF THE

MEMBER,
‘THE ORDER

GOLDEN RULE

5

Dur service knows no limitation,

t costs no more than the ordinary.

4412 Livernois Avenue TA 5.5757

—

At the

here

Church of .your choice this Sunday

" ST, ELIZABETH'S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

ST. MARK'S
PRESBYTERIAN
- CHURCH
26701 Joy Road
Worship and Church Schoot
:00 & 11:30

Rev, David L. -VenWinkls
CR 8-9340 - GA 12546

. FIRST CHURCH
OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST

“oding Room
372 Waest Ann Asbor Troll
Plymouth

ST. TIMOTHY

Presbyterian Church

Maeting st Hortiert Hoove
Schoer, Lavan Koad o1 Lagywood

Wonhip and Church School

© 710,00 aam,
Rev. Corl A. Gundersen
-422-1470 4641354

. ST. PAUL"
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
27475 Five Mile Road

) GA 21470
Evaryone Walcome®
Rev. Willlara F. Whitledge

Rev. Amold Dalzsil
Rev. W. Estey
‘Worskip

Thomas
and Church School
“8:30, 10:00 & 11:30

WARD
Memorlal Pres. Church

Farmington & 6 Mile Rd.

Worship Service 8, 11:30 am.
Bible School § & 10:18

Vesper Service 7p.m.

" Pastor Dr. Burtlett L. Hess
Astoc. Pastor, Hugh Gowmaan

" FOURTH CHURCH
OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
24400 W, 7 Mile
Detroit
11 am, Church aid -
Sund School
8 p.m, Wedn sdn'y Eve, meulnq
Reading Room in Editice

LIVONIA -~
CHRISTIAN
CHURCH
Qisciples of Christ) .

Summer Sched:

Chargh Schoal, and Wmhlp
Service

Plerson Elementary School
Sutm Mile Read

John Boralt, 1257965
for more information

NEWBURG METHODIST
34500 Ann Arbor Trall at Levan
23; 4283372

Chureh: GA 3
Rey. Poul 1. Greer 4150768
9:30 a.m. Worshlp Service

and Church School
for Al Ages.
1000 2 Worahip Service
Chured_School
s S Grades,
ORCHARD

METHODIST CHURCH

ROSEDALE GARDENS"
Hubb:

Arthur Beumler,
William T. Lovc!
GArtlal

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

ard ot West Chico:
Warshxp and Sunday Sthool
Richard C. Dunkeioerger, D.D., Sr. Pastor

9andl|

Jr., Associate Pastor
%, Minister of Education
14 2-0494

CHURCH OF THE

NAZA|
41550 E. ANN _ARBOR TRAIL
PLYMOUTH, MICH,
er

YICES:
2o 431““" Sehoot Hous
Youth ind Aduﬂ Hour
& Wednestay, 7:30 pam,
RO, B Godmen, Minbier

Sun
Dec. 19, h am: "Srmbeu of

Dec. PRy
“Is Goc

A Uncruclfied

Universalist-Unitarion Church of Farmington
‘The Chureh of the Inquiriog Mind

‘Warner at Thomas in Farmington

e 1 n- Rey. Robert Miles Eddy

am, Lecturs and Diseusslon Groups 11 am.
Christmas® ir. 1

h chllaren’s pageant
2 sermon topic
roque Ensemble

2
Got Bead ox One Day Oldr™ sormaa topie

Mathodist

Rav. Joha sr-nfnll, h. -—
472544 Chureh

ST. MATTHEW'S CHURCH

Evangailcal United Brethren

’ 30900 snx MILE ROAD (Ean of Merriman)

3 at 9:30 and 11:00 amn.

su.nmy scgool a nv (Au res—numery y tare)

?-mn - Rw. Jmu A. Lmrgn
Oifies A

CHURCH OF THE SAVIOR
Reformed Church in America
Danlel Webte

w Riussatary Scbost

on
m 30 A
10:30 AM.

gton Road
Batwaen 13 & 14 Mils
‘Worshlp, Chureb School, Nurs:
BT Namer
Rev, Frank A. Comdd

CLARENCEVILLE
METHODIST

39 0

- _Evening Servies—7:30 pm.
LT e b Froyer Sorvea
Revereng Eive X Jomra

nister
21540 Collingham Farm.

28680 Cherry Hill

George H. Volkmar, Pastor
Church Office: GA 7-3660

(2 blocks Esst of Middlebelt)
WORSHIP ond SUNDAY SCHOOL — 8:30 —

GOOD HOPE EV. LUTHERAN (IIHURCH

Garden City

10:00 — 11:30
‘E. Harold Hommer, Ass't Postor
Nursery Avmlal le at oll Services

TRINITY CHURCH
OF THE BRETHREN
ﬂ7lsﬂ W. Cm(lga I‘ Inkster Rd.

Wm, Harold Garnar
sasari 5341501

C)lurch Sehool (all ages) 9:43 A.M.
Worship (Nursery Care} 11:00 A3

—_—
CHURCH OF CHRIST
15431 Merdmon Rd.
North of 5 Mila
Bible School, 9:45 a.m.
- Worship, 10:50 a.m.-7.p.m.
Wednesday classes, 7:45 p.m.
ferb Dean, Minister
PHONE GA 7-8743
SEE "HERALD OF TRUTH"
0:30 o.m. Sunday,
chw TV (Channe! 9)
HEAR "WORD OF LIFE"
11:00 pm, Surday
CKLW Radio 80

: FIRST |
. METHODIST CHURCH
of Farmington
33112 Grand River GR 44373
Worshlp Cl\un:h School,

Regt mcn-m kN Mnmm
Rev. R Ston

A cordial invitation to vistt-

ST, LUKE'S
. METHODIST CHURCH

Rev. Sherman Richards
or
Phone 4538491
Residence
Hawell 517-5960442

WESLEYAN
METHODIST CHURCH
of Plymouth
Sundoy School — 9 3

Worship 0
Sensces In. Masonc Ttmnh
Bldg. - 730 Pennimen

Rev. Keith Somers, Pastor
6L 3-0279

F,LITH
CONGREGA’I’IONAL
CHUR
Unlted Chumh
Hentied Sy Tibon
Wildwood bet] Ford & Warren
near [Westiand,
Church 5¢hoo)t& Chureh Worship
30 am.
Rev, Wayne E. Boyd
4155957

The Good Shepherd Church
(Reformed Church in America)
5(hoa|——9:'|5

D
0ad, Waynd
f, Davis, | Firtor
Phone|PA 1

TEMPLE HAPTIST CHURCH
3% North Middiebelt
Sunday Sehocl 10 o

Moming Wo

Evening S
Wed. Frayer & B!me Study

7:3
Pastor mm‘sn PLYLER

v. Fred Schindler, Parid
Home Phone PA £0033

LUTHERAN CHURC!
OF THE RISEN CHRI!

Missnurt Symod.
41233 Ann Arbor Trail
Pastor David F. Romberg|
453-5252

- I N map

- 8:30 o.m. Worship_Servie
9:45 om. Christion Education
Sunday Schoot and Teenagd ot-
Allen School, Hoggerty Rd.
Adult Closs ot Chopel
11:00 a.m, Worship Servi
Nursery provided.

CHRIST LUTHERAN
: CHURCH

14350 WORMER

Looking for a Friendly Church?
Pastor
Rev. C. Beireis  KE 4-8744
8:30 Worship
9:45 Sundoy School
11:00 Worship
Nursery for all

pre-School Children

RIVERSIDE
PARK

CHURCH OF GOD

Plymouth & Nawburgh Reads
Livonia, Mith—464.0990

Rev. J. Chﬂcrd Thor, Paster

“Church of the Christlan ~
Brotherhood Hour"
9:45 AM.
. Moming Worship
11:00 Church Schoot
6:30 Evening Services
Pastor THor preaching
at both services

CHURCH OF GOD
PENTECOSTAL -~
1258 Middlebelt
Garden Clty, Michigan
Pastor BILL G, GOODMAN
Rex.Phans - Church hene
GA 54140

Sunday Sthoal
rship

ES
-1

% Wor -
7

EETNANY BAPTlST CHURY
IVONIA
Ilndepmdm' Baptist)
Five Miie Rd. 15 ml. West
¥ Fafmington Ad:
Sunday Schoot
‘Worshlp Hour
Young People M'tg ..
Evenlng Mgt 7:00 p
Wed. Prayer Hr. 7:305.
Dr. Bert G, Kreller, Pastor
2610833 -

!

16360 Hubbard Rd.

9:00- a.m,
@Holy commumn z.nd

80 am. Hol

ST. ANDREW'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Livonia, Michigan
Commun
Sver 80d S
Sih’Sanday of tne mantn)
ng Prayer a

am. nd Sermy

maly Commmmion 1 Sinday of the Month)

Chureh Schosl for, Nazsery through Sth Grade
at both § and 11 a.m. Service:

Rev, Robert F. Slmpson
- Minister

MT. 'HOPE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
30330 Schooleraft Road, 425-7280
Sunday Semoes at Roosevelt Elementary Schoot
n & Henry Ruff Roa
Adult & Semor 9:30 a.m. Worship 10 30 a.m.

Mr. Thomas Clark
Director of Muslc -

PILGRIM CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
' United Caurch or Christ

38075 W. SEVEN MILE ROAD, LIVONIA
James. W. Schaater,-Minister
: Worship Serviess—,
Chureh $chool—1:30 & 11:00 am.
GR #2070 N

a 1100 am,

BAPTIST

t Conventlon

Church School, 9:00 a.m.
Reverend Willlam E Nelson

Pastar
Home' phpne LI 62550

WESITLAND

BAPTIST CHURCH
35375 Ann Asbor Trail

LIVONIA BAPTIST CHURCH
Hillated with N
Southern Baplist Conventien
22049 Schoolcraft, o
R meston 0763
Rev. im.‘fmk, Pastor
Sunday e 48 A
l\lurninx \VnuhXP dm.
Baptist Tralnlng Unlon, 0 pim:
Evening Worship Hours 1:00 Rm:

MAIN ST,
BAPTIST CHURCH

9:30 <.

- Rev Lyle M. Adams, Pastor

L2 m':«F e 5o, Nowr) Asnsted with Southern
Iy nvent

M'":’,m,, ,.E.,i';’,‘;, 59 | g5y, Ml St Ply. Pl 4534785
Church Phone 4255585 sV : 5‘;‘: f““ P:f;"’“
unds e 845 A,
Sunday School 10 a.m. Sunday Scbool -—- 043 T
Worship 11 am. %.lpllill Trﬁl.nlnl Unlon % .
Sundoy Evening ot 7:00 R R e i B v

Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m. Nursery dren i Seric

TRINITY CHURCH
BAPTIST

714800 Middlebelt just South of 5 Mils. Rood
olm. — Moming Worship. 10:43 o.m.—Bible
6:00 p.m.—Fomily Vasper Hour, 7+

“Nursary ot oll Services.”

School,
15 p.m.—"Youth Fallowships.

Nr. Jorry Sehlth, Organls

.

ASCENSION

LUTHERAN CHURCH Joy to All

‘his Christmas
i Sea_.wn!
PRINCE OF PEACE
.| LUTHERAN (HURCH

(Missourl Syhod}
12 Mile at Farmington Rd.
474-0210
The Reverend
Carl E. Mehl, Pastor
Worship Service
8 & 10:30 am.
(Nursery Provided}
Sunday School and
Bible Classes 9:15 a.m.

35301 Five Mils Rood
Rev. Amold H. Johi, Pastor
Otfics 14847 Yoia .
545t
a

REV. < FOX. Paster

LUTHERAN CHURCH
OF THE INCARNATION
Meeting in Middisdett
Elmantary School
. Bunday School $:30 rm.
Worship Servics 11:00 am.

. (Nursery)
Robart E, Zosller, Wartor
4743018

- HOLY
St. Paul’s Lutheran CROSS |
~Church and School 4 Evangelical |
{Missourl Synod) : . Lutheran
Middlebelt ot 8 Mila Rd. ° Church |
) 474-0675 30650
Y i Sape)” N v e 24

Services 8:30 ond 11:00 a.m.

MNursery Provided) SUNDAY SERVICES:
SundayS:hwland Bible Classes .| worship, Church Schaal,
9:40 a ond Nursery
TR Chrston L‘;'y gm,," ©:30 ond 11:00
730 8, D o Service | SATURDAY CONFIRMATION
Holy Ca; 9:30 ond 11:00 a.m.

-senlu at 7 pm
Dec 36 730 i, Day’ Sehool
tmas Program
Dec. 24, 10 am., Service”

Postor Willism Moldwin
GA 7.1414 425.4835

BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH

4 Earmingtor
Assoclated with nmm Bible Fellowshlp

n new location
2 Grang, B River” venue
Norat Scnvmtﬁn it ;
raning Service 713 V. C. 3. Fishar
“edl\t:ﬂly Ph)&! and * Pastor
Bible Study 474-508%
FAITH LUTHERAN CHU5CH AND SCHOOL
ISSOUR] §'
30000 Five Mle Roadl, waat of Middabelt GA 17249

ev. Ronald C. Starenko, Pastor
N Sunday Services, 8:15 and 11:15 a.m.
Sunday School and Bible Class.at 9:50 am.
. Parish Schoo! Principal
Mz, Bernard J. Geysr 17
The church of “The Lutheran Hour’ ond “This I8 thl L!fl"

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

Sunduy School—9:45
ip Service:
Eovlv 8 JO—Lqu 11:00
W, Pgstor
om:. Pbunt 464»02"

39020 Five Mile
Just Tost of

Eckles Road

ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH AND SCHOOL
15218 Farmisgton Rd, Just South of' 5 Mils Rd.




