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Farmington Schools Proud Of Bus System

By MARJORIE EICHER
Cbmmunity Relations Coord.
Farmington Publle Schools
Take dozens of top-notch
drivers who like children and
thousands of potential school
bus riders and a :school dis-
trict that covers a' 35 sq. mi.
area and you haveia major
item in a budget called “trans-
portation.”

point with pride, on the one
hand at their 37 vehicle fleet
that takes their students to
and {rom school and on edu-
cational field trips. On the oth.
er' hand, for the taxpayers'
sake, the Board of Educalion
hopes to play and pay a dimin-
ishing role in the transporta-
tioh business.

For moving people hither
and yon costs chunks of mon-
ey, a3 many an urban trans-
pogtation system in the red
can attest. Yet, school bus
transportation is the lifeline of
a rL"w“y growing, far-flung
suburban system.

HOW TO FIND a happy
medium? One answer, the
8onrd of Educatian ‘decided,
was to adopt tha: phllosophy
that as new schools were built
in {the district, they were lo-
cated in the center of square
mile sections in the township
to place them within walking
distance of the homes they
served.

How does this alfect busing
students? It's straight arith.
metic. In 1951 when the total
school enrollment 'was 2,330
students, Farminglon trans-
potted more than 50 per cent
of these youngsters. True, they
were housed in only four of
out present buildings (and
four outlying one.room school-
houses) and there were few
sub{divisions then.

et today, with |almost six
times as many students, we
ard transporting only 4,723 of
vurt total enrollment of 13,570
— labout twice as many as
wete bused in 1951, If our pat-
tern had not changed, Farm-
ington Scheols would now be
operating 100 buses, And item
le)P in the budget might read,

“bility and gox

“Transportation, more than
half a million dollars” instead
of the tidy sum of $195,805 es-
timated for the 1965-68 school

<
s

ar.
What do these transportation
dollars buy? The patience and
dependability of regular driv-
ers (28 of them are women),
two full time mechanics, sub-

] - stitute drivers. and supervisor
Farmington Public Schools™

John Gresehaver’ who can un-
tangle the Intricacies of sched-
uling 100 daily routes.

There's a 'corral of rolling
stock, too, housed in the big
arena behind Ten Mile School,
That breaks down to 33 sixty-
passenger buses, two station
wagons, and ‘one 30-passenger
bus and a van for special edu-
cation purposes,

BUS DRIVERS work from
three to more 'than seven
hours a day, depending upon
their seniority and their per-
sonal. preferences, says Grese.
hover. Qualiflcations for a bus
driver in| the Farmington
Schools, he adds, places prior-
ity on individuals who are in
the best possible physical con-
dition, This {means a yearly
physical examination.

A3 a ruld, Gresehover as.
signs his wpmen drivers to
the kindergalten and elemen.
tary runs and his men to the
secondary schools. “It's a mat.
ter of temperament,” he
smiles. “But|we' look for sta-
d riature in all-of
our drivers, '

The “buses | have an average
lite of sever yaars. They log
an average daily mileage of
2,031 miles, an annual mileage
of some 369787 miles. Buses
are bought on a divided bid
basis—with deparate bids sub-
mitted for [the chassis and
body. ‘And they represent a
erass-section of the area’s mo-
tor names—Ford, Internation-
al, Dodge, Chevrolet and Gen-
eral Motors Truck and Coach.
The only disadvanlage in be-
ing this etumenical comes to

stocking paits, says Grese.
hover, !
For Farmington Public

Schools handle most of their
own bus maintenance. It takes
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one fulltime man for lubrica-
tion, alone. The only time me-
chanical work is farmed out is

when maintenance work piles

up. With an eye to break-
downs and road trouble,
Gresehover keeps six buses as
spares so children aren't
stranded.

After some 100,000 miles,
buses are sold at public bid.
This year there are three to
sell. The Board of Education,
however, discourages other
schools from buying them, for
safely reasons. But the old
buses lend themselves to trans.
formation to campers or com-
mercial vans,

HOW MANY SPARE tires
would you keep in your garage
if you had 37 cars? Grese
hover stocks only 10. He finds
this adequate o supplement
the contracted tire service that
comes in weekly to pick up re-
pairs and leave replacements.

Bus transportation on a large
scale in Farmington's schools
dates back to 1944 when the
township schools were consoli-
dated with the schools of the
city of Farmington.

Over the years, school bus
drivers have developed an al-
most fanatic devotion to safe-
ty. “We're proud of our safety
record over these years,” says
superintendent James M.
Read. In the past 11 years, the
most serious accident involv-
ing a school bus occurred
when a boy ran into the rear
of a turning bus.

Farmington has no railroad
crossings for school buses or
walkers to negotiate. Other
factors contributing to a2 good
safety record are the erection
of stop lights at trouble spots,
the addition of turning lanes
at busy intersections, the di-
version of through traffic to
expressways and the require-
ment by the township that de-

velopers construct sidewalks
where subdivisions lronl on
main_roads.

STUDE‘ITS wno rlde lhu

* present

buses help the drivers keep a
blemish-free safety record.
Though some discipline pr-b-
lems arise, Farmington sou: *-
sters are genmerally cyoper -
tive, observing rules taat * -o-
hibit eating or changing seats
on the bus and limiting the
number of standees to 10.
“The driver's biggest prob.
lem -in a school bus is the

they hve\!In the same township
section their school and
thus do not cross main thor
oughfares, they are required
to walk up to’ 4% miles,
Exceptions for the elemen-
tary students recognize the
hazards of crossing Grand
River, Northwestern, express-
ways without overpasses and
busy section line roads. Under

noise level,” says

But other motorists present
safety problems. A pus driver
has ‘to be constanfly alert.
Said one driver, "One of the
worst things we have fo con-
tend with is the driver who
fails to stop when the school
bus stops.” School bus drivers
are empowered to take the li-
cense number of such olfend-
.ing motorists, but it's not easy
to make a charge stick when
it comes to making positive
identification of the  motorist
before a Justice of the Peace.

Who walks to school and who.
rides? The definition changes
constantly as new schools are
built and more walkways con-
structed. This year's child who
rides the bus may be next
year's walker.

In the early days of the
school  consolidation,
there were few safety meas-
ures to protect the walker.
Most road shoulders were nar-
row, schools were far apart
and few walks existed. The
majority of the students were
bused.

In 1960, however, the Board
of Education formulated a
transportation policy that is
consistent with the stale laws
on school bus transportation.

In brief, this policy provides
bus transportation for second-
ary students who live more
than 1 miles from school.
These students may be re-
quired to walk up to a mile
to a bus stop.

ELEMENTARY students arc
transported if they live more
_than a mile from school. If

PAT SZYMANSKI

Quite a rash of illness has
hit the Wilk family of South
Duncan. Danny and David
came down with the mumps
and passed their misfortune
on to Bobby and Bob Sr. 1t
just isn't Bob's month. A few
weeks ago he landed in the
hospital for a day because of
a painful kink in the neck.
Next in line for the mumps
treatment is Mark, the young-

est.

Another lad on the injured
list is Mark Kinjorski who
celebrated his 11th birthday on
Aug. 24 with his broken arm
in a new cast.

The George Kalies and their
tribe took a camping trip up to
Higgins Lake. They had pretty
fair weather and managed to
do some swimming and fish.
ing in the Au Sable. Before
the trip was ended they had
ventured as far as Grayling.

ANOTHER fellow who hit
the trails to the north was
John Pearce of Creekside who
accompanted his grandparents,
Mr. and Mrs. Mills, to Mack-
inac City for a week. Most of
their time though was spent on
the Island.

The Kalies enjoyed a visit
from George's mother who
journeyed up from Pennsyl.
vania with brother Mike. They
stayed a week

THE O'CONNORS of Brook-
place had Barbara's niece,
Mary Lou Dikos visiting for a
week.

Miriam Xay Leach weighed
in at 7 lbs. 14 ozs. on August
16. Jayne's mother, Mrs.
Scherer. was here to help out
for the week after the arrival
of her only grandchild. The
Leaches celebrated their third
anniversary on August 18,
while Jayne was still in the
hospital.

Tuesday Miriam had com-
pany from Flint in the person
of her great aunt, Mrs. Blyth.

My children Debbie and
Karen had visiters from Wind.
sor for the week. Kathy and
Carol Tape were here just in
time to see me come down
with the flu and laryngitis.
Later Debbie was sick and on
Saturday Karen had a mild
case of strep throat. Saturday
Frank and L still in the throes
of a few sniffles, attended the
wedding of a lifelong friend.
Later that evening we had a
spaghetti supper for Frank's
brother Ed and his wife Barb
and daughter Lani. The older
Szymanskis were here from
Cincinnati for the wedding.

DOWN WITH tonsillitis are
Donna and Greg George of
Barfield Drive. Guess my flu
bug flew down the street to
0‘Connors where it hit Bar-
bara too.

The Marino's returned this
week from a trip that included
a New York visit to Connie's
sister and a trip fo the New
Jersey Bertrand's Island for
the kids. The Island is a min-
iature Coney Island. While in
N.J. they visited Mario's sis-
ter and his father, They also
spent a few days in Pennsyl-

tone Creeh Chatter
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vania after driving Conmes”
sister there from Detroit. On
their return home they took
Mary Grace to have a cyst re-
moved.

Just received a late flash
that Gerry Perry Jr. of Creek-
side won second place in the
miniature car race at the
Grand Prix. He won a red rib-
bon and was the youngest of
twelve testants.

52

these ci children
are bused. | Kindergarteners
are ,bused where conditions
are deemed unsafe and in sit-
uations where they do not ac-

- company eldqr children.

Out of this philosophy has
grown a network of school-
maintained walkways. Many
of them are |blacktopped and
follow easements acquired by
the Board of| Education. The
easements usually provide a
more direct route to various
subdivisions than if the walk
way more conventionally bor
dered the road.

As the township has grown,
the liaison Yetween planners
and developers and school au.
thorities has grown. Many sub-
dividers are now following the
Board of Education’s leader.
ship and protiding these pro-
tected walkways as an addi-
tional enticement to prospec-
tive buyers. Many Farmington
children ride bicycles to school
on these paths without facing
the hazards df the roads.

EVEN THE CHILD who
walks to school becomes an
occasional school bus passen-
ger. Even if He lives next door
to the schoo)l. For the buses
are used extensively for field
trips. Withodt this kind of
transportation, much of the
significant efrichment of the
curriculum provided by
thoughtfully planned field trips
could not be [realized. The trip
to the farm,| the fire depart-
ment, Detroft's museums or
Kensington's | nature reserves
would be los}. .

Although Farminglon Schools
will always be involved in how
children get back and forth to
schaol, the site of the bus fleet
will probably.shrink over the
years.

“When we| reach our opti-
mum growth| with an elemen-
tary school it every township
section, bus tfansportation will
be used for [the handicapped
children, sone secondary stu-

dents and* fleld trips,” pre-
dicts Read.

That's a few years off. In
the meantinle, parents can
feel secure |n knowing that
Farmington's | school bus driv-
ers cuasider| themselves ob-

stetricians al a sort—special-
ists in child Felnery.

Farmington
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In Double Ring Ce
skirt and a chapel
rystal| tear
crown scured | her elbow
She carried a bou-
quet of steghanotis.

Miss Mary Lou Misko, 20875
Orchard Lake Road, and Wil.
liam Stanley Solmes,
Hamilton Avenue, both of Far-
exchanged wedding
on August 14,
Mark's Church, Southfield. The
Reverend Raymond
officiated at the double ring

mington,
VOWS

ceremony.

The bride, daughter of Mr.
and  Mrs, -
wore a gown featuring a fitted
bodice, beaded scalloped neck-
line, long lace sleeves, tiered

Theodore

floor length
‘train. A

21418
length veil,

in St.

Mrs, Susi
Burkett law of the
as matron o

a floor length coral

gown with
maids, atlir
fNoor length
Jennings, Ei
ley Solmes,

Misko,

Coupl

drop

Solmes, sister-in-

bridegroom, served

honor. She wore
taffeta

a train, Brides-

d in pink taffeta
gowns, were Mary
cen Roberts, Shir-
Sherry Misko and

" Jean
> panied

© the gerémony Out of

Wed

emony

Frankowiak. The at-
ts; all wore crystal
h veils and carried cas-
bouquets of coral and
rarnations. B

BRIDEGROOM, son of
Legnard B. Solmes: and

Debbi
tenda
as wij
cade
pink
TH
Mr.,

the IdteyJune W. Solmes, was .
attended. by his brother, Le-

Roy
Ushery
Chapr.
mie
Flo
Solmes
Rober|
lectionts,
Lord'g

Solmes, as best
were Joe Louinger, Joe
an, Gary Rock. Tom-
isko and Ronnie Misko.
ef Girl was Kimberly
and ring bearer was
Frankowiak, Vocal se.
‘“Because” and
Prayer.” were sung by
nic Knowlton, accom-
by Mrs. Doris Robbins.
A reception al the UAW,
Hall dn Wixom Road followed
town
were Mrs. Vicloria Mis.
rs; Adolph Misko and

Nrs. David Tubbs,
Bodnar, and Mr.

Mrs.
and

of Pejinsylvania; and Mr. and

daughters of New York.

The fbride is 2 1964 graduate
of Clarenceville High School
and is| einployed by the Com-
mercial Credit Corporation,
Her h
ate of : Clarenceville High
School| and is employed by
New Hudson Sand and Gravel,

Their] wedding trip took in
Sault §t. Marie, Niagara Falls

man, :

“The -

orinie and Tommie, Mr.
Melvin Burkett and :
ters Peggy and Susie, all

e; Gavel Horschead and ¢

sband is a.1963 gradu- °

and pofnis of interest in Penn.

sylvanij.:
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