| Looking Back in the} Files

In Our Opinien

|

Unfortunate But the O;dy Alternative - o

The action taken by the City Council
last Tuesday night in approving plans
to “go it alone” with a spring and fall
recreation program, for City of Farming-
ton citizens only, disturbed us some-

what' even though we -had known for

some time that it was going-to happen.
The Enterprise can in no way be criti-
cal of cily officials for taking this action,
however, even though it is disturbing to
us. They were left with no choice in the
matter other than to follow this course
or leave things as they presently are.

Our disturbance, we are sure, ste [The
only from the fact that we see this act%glm ng
i}

as another blockade against ever bei
able to get a well rounded recreation
program developed for the whole com-
munity. The Enterprise has a longstand-
ing record of being strong advocates
of well rounded, year around-recreation-
al programs as being beneficial to any
community, I

Funds are just not available for the
community-wide, year-around recrea-
tional program’that would be mast de-
sirable. Furthermore, it has been dp-
parent for some time now that there |is
not going to be any real big push in the
township to obtain the necessary funds
in the foreseeable future. .

What we will now have is,a very lim-
ited six week summer r

gr‘:nm either. Unless there is a substan-
tidl change in thinking, township citizens
will very likely have'to be content to
find their (recreation in private local
cluibs or groups or go outside the area.
No one 31!1 ever be able to say that
real effort wasn't made, however. A
vigorous drive was made to establish ‘a
year-around, community-wide recreation
l)rsgram a|few years back. The Farm-
n|
cil

Y

gton Jaycees and other interested local
izens worked diligently to get the pro-
gram set up.
rogram that was proposed in the
was not an elaborate or ex-
nsive one but it would have required
a small spetial tax Ied{ for property ow-
ners in the[township. |When the proposi-
tion was put to a vote in the township,
hgwever, itiwas sounqu rejected.

ore and more township home and
roperty owners are beipg saddled with
eavy special assessment levies for the
extension of water and sewer facilities
to their property and.Will be paying for
years to come. It is very doubtful that
the majority would be as willing now
to absorb a mall additional special levy
for recreation, or in the years to come,
as they woyld have been two or thre:
years back, |
Anyonel who-has ever lived in, or been
involved in| .

‘o-
gram under the sponsorship of the Fa‘; m-
ington Area Recreation C
which will be almost totally dependeht
upon how much the city and townsh{p
will be willing to contribute yearly. In
addition we will have the city only fqll
and spring program, but it is very uh-
likely that this will ever be able to be
expanded into a well-rounded total prp-

* *

Farmington Should Be

This week Farmington can take pride
in having achieved a new state-wide dis-
tinction as the community has officially
been designated as the first Quaker set-
tlement in Michigan. |

Much research work went on behind
the scenes to bring this special recognj-
tion, in the form of an historical markdr
now erected in front of the Farmingtoh
City Hall, and praise should be extende{l
to the many who helped contribute tp
the effort.

The Farmington Historical Societ:
which we feel must be one of the morf
active chapters in the state certainly de
serves a vote of appreciation from th.
citizens of the community at large. It
was principally through the efforts of
this group that recognition was received

o

Proud

Farmington City
Planning Commiission
Farmington, Michigan

Subject: Apartments —
- Flood Plain

Gentlemen:

My name is Roland C. Hiil
and my wife’s name is Ger-
trude P. Hill. We live at 32267
Valleyview Circle and wish to
object strenuously to the-erec-
tion of apartments in the flood
plain area. It was our earnest
desire to attend the planning
commission’s hearing for the
re-zoning of the property in
question on Monday, Septem
ber 13, 1965 Howeve
be out of town and

I Public Letterbox

able to do so. Therefore, [ re-
spectfully request that this let-
ter be read aloud at the mect-
ing and that it become a part
of the record.

I am amazed that the Plan.
ning Commission or the City
Council could entertain any
consideration for such a proj-
ect on the flood plain area in
view of the FeBruary 19563 re-
port of The United States
Army Engineers. This is the
report requested By the Farm.
ington City Council in a reso-
lution adopted August 29; 1960.

A portion of this report is as
follows: quote “The studies
have conclusively shown that
the river has extensively used
its flood plain in the past, and

PUBLIC UTILITIES

1965 LEGISLATION
There were numerous public
utility bills introduced in the
1985 Legislature, and among
them were a dozen or so de-
signed to tighten regulalion of

) y with a good, . railroads. Some were ap-
year-around| recreation program know: ‘g:"“r‘;‘z{ngh“}l‘um:"ywmﬁg:::;;
that it has great value. e . (such as proposals to require

It appearq that we will just have td  (he building of an overpass at

be content with an incomplete and frag:
mented recreational program in the
community in the years ahead. The.En.
terprise looks at it as necessary but un
fortunate. K

| ,
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Tl

and it marked the climax of man,
months of . work for -members of thd
group. S

The least we can do in appreciation o

every railroad crossing in
communities of more than 10.-
000 people, restrict freight
trains to a length of 70 cars
instead of the present 150 or
so, and require a flagman lo
operate on every train) fell by
the wayside. '

Major legislation enacted
this year which will affect rail
road, truck. and.or public
transportation systems include
measures to:

Allow tractor and semi-trail- *

State’ Representative

Raymond L. Baker

s). In the past

lity has had to pay
both state and county taxes,
as if it were privately-owned,
(Revenue Joss to Wayne Coun-
ty is estimated at $145,000 per
vear.)

Grant public authorities op-
erating mass transportation
systems a tax exemption for
leased as well as owned ve-
hicles, provided the leased
property is owned by the com-
pany which is under contract
to the public authority.

Continue indefinitely the tax
relief for city and suburban
public transportation systems,
under which they pay an an.
nual fee of $25 for buses in
lieu of weight taxes—at an es-
timated cost to the state of
885,000 per year.

Hold railroads financially Ii-
able for fires started by trains
drawn by diesel and other

er a
weight of 16,000 pounds per
axle on any 2 tandem axle as-
semblies, provided the (otal
weight does not excced 73,280

thus making Michigan

128

these worthy effor in ou
behalf is to take cognizance of the facl
and circumstances which brought abou
the establishment of|this historical mark:
er. Everyone should take the time ta
read the inscription|on the marker and
learn some interesting history ‘about oud
community.

Also there is an historical marker on|
the grounds of the Botsford Inn, noting
that establishment ds a stagecoach stop
on the route from Detroit to Lansing.
There aren’t many communities in the
state which can boast of having so large
a claim to the slate"s early history.

i
|

5 YEARS AGO

SEPTEMBER 15, 1960
Sewer Hook-Up

The Detrdit’ Common Coun-
cil is expected to take action

10 YEARS AGO

SEPTEMBHER 15, 1955
New Expressway

The first briidge of the new
Farmington-Brighton

15 YEARS AGO

SEPTEMBER 14. 1950
Primary Vote

Onil 423 ballots were cast in
Express.

.Commission.

truckers competitive with
those in surrounding states.

Exempt vehicles used for
the transportation of grain and
all vegetables from the juris:
diction of the Public Service
{Previous-
ly, fruits, green vegetables
and sugar beets were the only
produce items exempted.)

INCREASE FROM 25 1o 50
miles the distance 2 truck
may operate beyond its home
city without meeling standard
requirements relating 1o driv-
ing time limitations, sleeper
berths and daily operation
ogs. ..
Extend the permissible range
of operations of cily bus lines
(now limited to 10 miles (rom
city limits). )

Allow public transportation
utility relief from counly taxes
(applicable only to Detroit

type 1 . (Law previ.
ously specified only steam en-
gines.

IMPOSE STIFFER penalties
{or railroads blocking vehicu-
lar traffic on public streets or
highways for more than five
minutes by increasing the fine
for each such obstruction from
$25 to S500 and providing a
maximum of 90 days in jail
for persons responsible: also,
make it a punishable’ offense
for a railroad to permit suc-
cessive train movements to
obstruct traffic until vehicles
previously delayed by such
train have been cleared or un-
til a peried of five minutes
has elapsed| between train
movements. . .

Require rail(ronds to petition
the Michigan' Public Service
Commission before discontinu-
ing or changing schedules of
existing passenger trains in or.
der that the Commission may
determine whether, in the light
of public canvenience and ne-
cessity,  such iaction s justic
fied. e

A Member Once Said:

on the resolution necessary
for allowing the hook-up .of
the Farmington Interceptor
Sewer into the Detroit sewage
system,

Teaching Staff
Farmington School District
olficials reported this week
that all teaching positions for
the new school year have now
been filled bringing the total
number of teachers to 355,

' Question Standards .

iSeveral families with chil-

-dren attending the Gill Road
Elementary Schoo! appeared
before the Farmington School
Board this week to protest
what they called “sub-stand-
ard” teaching for the pupils
at that school in comparison
to other schools in the Dis-
trict,

Gridders Ready

‘The Farmington High School
football team is all set for its
season opener against the
Bentley Bulldogs this Fritay,
the first contest on an cight-
guame schedule.

way was put|under construc-
tion this week just to the
s6uth of the present Farming-
ton Road-Cut-Qff intersection.

Ealcons

The football| teams at Farm-
ington and Clarenceville high
schools will collide this Friday
in the grid opener for both the
Falcons and the Trojans..

s, Trojans

Record

The school |enrollments in
both | Farminglen and Clar-
enceville this week ran very
close to lhe record figures es-
timated by officials in both
Districts.

Civle Anniversary

‘The Farmihgton Civic Thea-
ter this week marked its 15th
anniversary, Qwner - Manager

e Hohler has announced a
special * Ladies) [Night program
September 20 fat which time
all of the ladied will be admit-
ted to the shnw‘ free of charge,

the Primiry Election held thiy
in the City of Farmingy
otes were cast in the
45 per cent of the
City's refiistered voters went
to the polls while only about

week in
ton. 872

25 per cent of the City's Town:
ship's redistered voters turned

out for the election,
New Government

The Farmington Junior|
this

Chamber | of Commerce
week gave their

“I'd be lost
_ without the
~ Auto Club!”

{o the ptoposed change to a
city manjzer form of govern.
he City of Farming.

ment in
ton,

Fgotball Opener

The Fatmington High School
open its
1850 seasqn under the lights at

foatball feam will

Plymouth| this Friday.

N

oning Ordinance

Civic associations are meet-
week in Farmington
to discuss the pro-

ing this
Township

L

o
it T

E "the_v are going.

posed zoping
under consideration  in
Township.

ordinance now
the

Yes, the Auto Club—with its maps and
guides for freeway trips and byway rides
—is for people who want to know. where

You can know where to go. You can
travel with confidence. You can LEAD
THE WAY. You can join the Auto
i Club. You can do it today!

will do so again to pass future
flood flows. Thus, any person
building a structure in the
flood plain can expect to be
damaged and should build
with that hazard fully in mind.
Further, the adverse effects of
{illing in the flood plain must
be recognized by all responsi-
ble citizens and officials.” Un-
quote.

THE FACT THAT the pro-
posed buildings are to be
erected on stills does not alter
the flood hazard since there is
to be parking of cars beneath
the buildings. Such parking of
cars would restrict the flow of
flood water in the case of a
severe flash flood just as much
as any other type of fill.

These floods come without
warning and any transfer of

. the parked cars could be im.

possible. Even if they could
be moved in fime, where

. would they be transferred to?

They would probably be
rushed to Grand River Avenuce
creating a public safety hazard
and amidst utter confusion!

In addition it is obvionms the
parking areas would have to
be of concrete or black-top
pavement and this would pre-
vent . the natural absorption
provided by the bare ground.
Any hindrance to the flow of
severe flood waters will cause
extensive damage to many
homes now located in the flood
plain,

It would appear that the per-
mission of home building in
the flood plain area was a
mistake. It would now seem ta
me that to re-zone the flood
plain property and to permit
the building of multiple dwell-
ings would be to compound the
error.

Although 1 cannot believe
the erection of the proposed
buildings on concrete pillars
will enhance the appearance
of this community, my pri.
mary concern is the possibil-
ity of flood damage to the
homes of those of us who have
invested a good portion of
their life's savings,

It is our hobe that in mak-
ing your decision you will
carefully consider the above.
‘Thank you.

Respectfully yours,
Roland C. Hill
Gertrude P. Hill

CC: Farmington Enterprise
Farmington City Council

Checkthemany
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food...our

Good friends.

i
AV

. /.
When you and your friends dine

here, you can be sure of de-

licious food, modest prices . . .
coiigenial atmosphere. Come in

soon . . . and bring your friends.

Take home some of our Top Quality Dairy Products

good
specialtly

GRADE “A”

MILK

HALF &
HALF

TOP QUALITY

ICE CREAM

10 FLAVORS

3 FOR
Half Gals.

g §700
39¢ qt.
59c:

| [ RN

jamu"ng fon :bai
1 and - -
\/V[immegi/aucé '

DINING ROOM . .
Open 6 AM. - 9 P, Closed Sunday

33219 Grand River Farmington GR. 4-2161

extra jobs a modern

GAS DRYER

can do for you...

IN ADDITION TO ENDING

LIFTING, LUGGING AND : )
HANGING CLOTHES ON WASHDAY!

GET THE PERFECT PARTNER FOR AN AUTOMATIC WASHER!

® VALLT SLRVICL—wnnkles san be remored
from corduros, sehareen or wool garments by
placing them in drser fur short mmbling period
with dampiponges or bath towcls, Placc spangees

ar el in deyer before puttiag in «lothing to
haild up stam. Use medium heat sating: Bach

towds lease linton dark cortons.sa damp, color -

fast spanges are best, There must be moisture to
release wrinkles and peevent shrinkage. Remove
garmenns before compleecty dry and hang on

wooden or plastic hangers until tomplercty drs

® TLUFFING OR DUSTING draperies, chenille
bedspreads or other articles that need airing.
Place indryer on “no heat” sating and allow to
wible for $-10 minutes '

® Ki »\l”\'L\'l; MOTHBAY.LODORS from cJothes
that have been stored, Use “no hear” scrting and
shure mmhl;ln;: time.

@ BATHING SUITS & SNOWSUITS can be dricd
in preheated dry e with bath rowels twhich have .
been in dryer during preheating). Dark tawels
are advisable with dark fabracs.
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Buy Now anq Save
DURING APPLIANCE DEALERS

GET A WORK-SAVING GAS, DRYER )
NOW, AT A SPECIAL |NSTALLED PRICE
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