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Beautiful, .
Durable Formica

What housewife would not
like the gleaming beauty of
Formica counter tops in her
kitchen? Available in a wide
range of exciting colors and
patterns. See our wide select

M PLYWO0OD
o CUTTO SIZE §

“Slide-A-Grille” ! 1
f

"WINDOW “f'i' 0,
SHUTTERS 7}

B

can he adapted to almost any interior
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an experience that must be seen to be appreciated. "j'~
Or, use grille without the fibreglass liner, T
Quality materials and precision workmanship

make these outstanding values!
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By Betty Frankel
BASIC GARDENING

Every gardener wants a good
garden, but tender loving care
Is only one of the necessary fac-
tors. A wise choice of location
and a knowledge of basfc £a)
den practices are also neces-
sary. The right plant in the
right place is a must for good
horticulture as well as for good
garden design.

The basic element in a gar-
den is the soil. This is a term
used to designate the loose top-
covering of the earth's crust.
Below it is the sub-soil (In
which plants will not grow- and
the bed rock. Geologists tell us
that the earth was once solid
rock. Action of water and wind
caused the rock to flake off and
crumble. This was pure miner-
al material and was not true
soil. Only when the first minute
living creatures emerged onto
the land and left an accumula-
tion of organic material did soil
start to form. It takes about
ooe thousand years to make
about an inch of top soil.

SOIL HAS FIVE components
and all are essential to plant
life. In addition to the mineral
particles and the decaying or-
ganie matter there are also mi-
nute living organisms, water,
and air. The soil serves the
plants in three ways. It holds
the plant firmly in position, sup-
plies water needed by the plant,
and provides minerals essentiat
to the plant's growth and well.
being. R

Soils may be classified on the
basis of the size of the soil
particles and the amount of or.
ganic material. Sandy soils

Tips on Gardening

have large particles and lose
their moisture rapidly. Clay
soils have very small
and are heavy, sticky, and
tentive of moisture. Loam, the
ideal garden soil, is & blend of
sand, clay and humus,

HUMUS IS THE term ap-
Plied to all decayed organic
matter, whether of plant or ani.
mal origin. Humus liberates ni-
trogen compounds needed for
plant growth and is a food P
ply for the soil bacteria w] ch
are also essential for the growth
of the plant. 1t tends to sepa-
rate the soil particles thus en.
abling more air to be in the
soil and it has 2 spongy texture
which holds water in the soil,
The greater the amount of hu-
mus the more fertile the soil is.
It bumus is added to either
light sand or to heavy clay
these soils will be much fm-
proved. Peat, leaf-mold, com-
post, manure, and cover-crops
which are turned under are all
good sources of humus,

JUST AS SOIL is the basic
element in the garden,
is the basic garden operation.
Humus is- Incorporated into the
soil by digging it in after a lay-
er has been spread on the sur.
face. When digging- go down
only to about an inch below the
top of the sub-soil. This small
amount of infertile soil will be
mixed into the enriched top-soil
layer and eventually over a pe-
riod of years the layer of fer.
tile soil will become deeper, If
the layer of good soil is very
shallow it is good garden prac.
tice to remove some of the sub.
soil to 2 depth of a foot or two
and replace it with good loam
or humus. Digging is also of
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Don’t Buy a 525,000 Home
-With a Temporary Roof

You probably wouldn't! So why buy a
shining new home with onlya cheap,
temporary driveway?:

When you buy or build make sure you
are gefting a permanent, well-construct-
ed concrete drive that will add prestige
our castle, Concrete
and trouble-free. It

. concrete drives, walks, and
patios. Now in colors, too!

““Guaranteed Completion Date*

et GR. 4-8891
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you can have the
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%
benefit in Improving the " soll
texture and In aerating the soff,

Sandy soils dry out quickly
and can be dug early in the
Spring and thus are useful for
planting” eafly crops. Clay soils
bold maisture and should ot be
dug, or even walked on, until
they are dry enough not to stick
to the shoes. Their texture can
be ‘definitely damaged by being
compacted when wet. Converse.
ly,.if left too long without culti.
vation after a rain a hard crust
will form on the surface, Clay
solls are thus more diffieult to
work but have the advantages
of retaining molsture and fertil.
ity and if handled properly
many plants will thrive on
them.

pldegDK’sGGmG DONE before
ant called *tilling” and
the stirring up of the soll later
is “cultivation” All garden
ground not permanently planted
with woody plants or perennials
should be tilled each year either
in late Fall or in Sp; fore
planting. Cultivation should be
done regularly, especially after
2 rain or watering. The loose
soil helps the moisture - pene-
trate and prevents rapid run-off
and loss through evapporation.

tivating removes weed B,
too. A mulch covering the soit
will aid in these things.

Drainage is important for a
good garden. If the garden is
on 8 gentle slope the drainage
will surely be good. If the wa.
fer table is high ‘or the ol
heavy and water stands on the
s0il only a very few specialized
plants will grow, Although ft s
costly, drainage cap be im.
proved by laying down Porous
drain tiles or gravel, or mak.
ing a day-well or pit filled with
gravel for the excess water to
drain into.

AMOUNT oOF light
available must be considered
when planning a garden, Vege-
tables and most flowers need

e, 50 choose a location
that has full sun if this is possi-
ble. There’s no point in
to grow vegetables in the
shade. Although most annuals
and perennials need sun, full
sun all day is not essential for
all varieties, and

require-

ments. Select plants that will

- thrive under the particular con-

ditions that prevail in your
ard.

The basic equipment peeded
by the gardener is very simple,
particularly for a small garden.
A trowel and a hand cultivator
are essentlal. The gardener
must work on hands and knees
with these, but it Is an advan.
tage to get close to the plants,
especially when they are small,

REMINDE Rake debris
off lawns and clean up flower
3 g stalks and foliage
to prevent possible disease
spread . . . Feed lawns . . .
Seed lawns . . . Prune trees
and shrubs to remove broken
or diseased branches and to fm.
prove the shape . . . Make plans

on paper for landscape chang-
es. .. Plan vegetable and flow-
er gardens and order seed . , .
Start seed indoors,

IGE BURNS FUEL THAT IS
YEARS OLD.
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“Don’t Do-It-Yourself” Is
Sound Advice For Some.

It's home improvement sea-
son, arid projects ranging from
painting to plastering are
¢laiming the attention of
growing numbers of home
handymen. For do-it-yourself
improvements alone, the ex-
penditure this year will be, it
13 estimated, two billlon dol-
lars.

All of which Is fine — when
the do-it-yourself jobs turn
out to be real improvements,
But there are many projects
whic should_be clearly la-
beled “don’t~&o-1t-yourselt,”
cautlons Willlam M. Wolfson,
president of Peoples Natlonal
Fund, Inc., nationwide home
Improvement finance speclal-
Ists.

In addition to Installing
roofing and siding, jobs whose
sheer size should discourage
most do-it-yourselfers, there
are several other profects that
should be done only by an
expert.

As a general rule, home-"

owners should avold tamper-
ing with the home's electrical
system, Unless he Is fully qual.
ified to.do electrical work,

howeowner runs the risk_ of
serlous electrlc shock or burn
and may create a fire hazard
it improperly installed wlrgg

Is put into use,

Another area In which fhe
expert should reign 1s in the
matter of plumbing. and In-
stallatlon of bathroom and,
kitchen fixtures, New p
must Integrate well with ghe
rest of the plumbling sys| L
If they do not, it can afffet
the entire system,

Even some seemingly simple
remodeling jobs can have se-
rious consequences, For in-
stance, widening an archway
Or removing a wall between
two rooms could slgnificantly
A close check for diseases and
pests can be made and it gives
one the opportunity ta apprecl-
ate the close-up details of the
beauty of growing leaf.

VIRGIL W. CAMPBELL ‘Agency

FARMINGTON — LIVONIA — NOVI
REPRESENTING *Auto ®Ufe ®Fire
® Hospitalization
® Home Owners
® Group ® Bonds
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. THE TRAVELERS

VIRG. 474-2540

- 474-2540

GARY 476-8077

IV SEAS THAY ONCE COVERED MOST
OF THE EARTH, THEY SETTLED oW
THE OCEAN BED AND WERE SURIED
TN MANY LAYERS OF MUD AND SAND.
GRADUAL DECAY, HEAT, PRESSURE
AND PERHAPS RADYOACTIVITY
TRANSFORMED THEM INTO GAS.

PAYS TO BE
AN
EARLY BIRDI

T Vg

For a limited time only )

2 OFF

* on our biggest selling ~

crabgrass
preventer

ci

Here's our best selling crab-
grass preventer at a bargain
price. HALTS actually stops

rabgrass before it starts,

Prevents grub and mole
damage too. Will not harm
good grass. Permits imme-

ts diate seeding.

2,500 sq ft

795 5.95

NATURAL GAS
~Does So Much,
Costs So Little
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HALTS PLUS is our best sell-
ing combination lawn aid.
It combines Scotts famous
HALTS, the leading crabgrass
control, with TURF BUILDER,
Amgrica’s favorite lawn fer-
tilizer. Prevents grub and
mole damage too. Permits
immediate seeding.

i Halts ()
i

et 5,000 sq ft-
e - 1895 14.95
2,500 sq ft

855 7.95
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WE DELIVER =
“Blg enough to serve you—Small enough o koow you




