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Will Livonia Remain in Pockef?

‘The City of Livonia doesn't want it. The
State of Michigan wants no part of it. And now
Schooleraft College's Board of Trustees just as
much 2s told the Stats Highway Department
that they also don't want any part of proposed
Freeway 196 if it is going to take a sizeable
slice from the front of the campus along Hag-
gerty Road.

All of this came to light last week when
top officials of the Highway Department ap-
peared before the board to tell of plans for a
proposed . freeway to follow the general route
of Haggerty Road along the easterly boundary
of. Plymouth T ip the westerly bor.
der of the City of Livonia and smack across the
colleze campus.

All of this ‘seems like making & moun!
out of & mole hill until one learns all of
ramifications of the Highway Department
proposal, .

In the first place, the Department originally
had three routes on the drawing boards.

One would have followed'a route between
Eckles, and Haggerty Boads, that took a size-
able slice out of Livonia and left a triangle
of land more or less isolated from the re-
mainder of the city. It would have chopped

tain
the

oft a portion of the eastern side of the college -

campus. -
Mayor Harvey Moelke and members of the
City Council the plan,

But that's only part of the, story. The plans
provida for cloverieafs at Six ‘and Eight Mile
Roads with exits s Seven Mile Road but no
entrances 1o the college except from Seven Mile.

The Trustees immediately charged this
aspect of the plan just as much as they were
bitter about the proposal to have the highway
along Haggerty Road.

They remember rather clearly a few years
back when the Highway Department advised
them to build as close to Haggerty Road ss pos-
sible since thé Highway would come acroes the
eastern side of the campus.

ey also recalled how the same Liyonta
City Administration, that appears now want the
highway along Haggerty Road, did s, much to
induce the college to locate in Livonia, It was
the administration that made the site available
and then made the offer even more attractive
by putting in water and sewers.

Now that same administration sppears t6
care less about the college and more about a
proposed subdivision that hasn't yet seen the
light of day,

All of these were told to the Highwey De-
partment officials. But the answers were ail
the same. Take the route as proposed or leave

that there wers plans for a subdivislon in the
arca for homes in the $40,000 to $30,000 class.

So, after listening to the protests, the High-
way Department backed away from the plan.

Plan No. 2 was o route the freeway
through the Northville State Hospital and it
was promptly stamped unfeasible almost as
quickly as suggested, Who ever heard of hav.
ing 2 highly traveled, depressed freeway run
through land used for Institutions for men-
tally disturbed.

That left the Highway Department with
Plan No. 3 along Haggerty Road that would
alice a big chunk off the front side of the
Schooleraft campus, ¢ eliminatigg the faculty
parking lot*and taking about a third of the
student lot.

The Aliases of

On Jan, 17, we celebrate the birthday of one
of America’s most outstanding men, Benjamin
Franklin, Statesman, orator, Inventor, news-
paperman, his name has been an {llustrious
one throughout the ages. His story is too well
known for sepetition, but a little known fact is
that he wrote under several non-de-plumesin
his life, several of them purporting to be women,
in fact. :

Benjamin Franklin came into printlng via
his love of the sea, strange as It secms. He was

“the 15th child of & poor but respected candle-

maker who fathered 17 children. Ben loved the
sca, and used to spend all his time in the har-
bour at Boston, watching the ships.

His father fearing that he would run away to
sea, apprenticed him to his brother, James,
who ran a small printing shop. Franklin re-
belled at the mundane tasks required of him,
such as washing and sorting type, delivering
papers, taking ads for jobs, ete., and longed to
get into the creative end of the newspaper.

Realizing that his brother would never print

hiy articles, Ben wonld sneak to the job at
dark and stip his articles under the door, He
signed the pame of Sllence Dogood to the ar-
ticles. Sllence was a woman who worked as
housekeeper to a minister (he wrote) who
Iater matried ber. Under this gulse, Ben
alred his opinion on many of the leading
toples of the day. His brother was impressed
with the articles and decided to print them.
They dld not have quite the effect Ben had
boped for as bis brother James was im-
prisoned for a perlod after printing them.

Franklis abandoned writing under an altas

A Point: Not A Thing -

Many of us who keep endeavoring to under-
stand the New Math and are still floundering
- might Just as well toss in the anchor and hang
on as to try to decipher some of the esoteric
explanations,
" One of the most recent comments made in
the 12th of 2 special series, running in the morn-
ing paper printed in Detroit! states:

.
mean the present front of the
the back—but the buildings are already built
and in usa and future plans call for buildings
to face the present structures.

They would have to relocate the lots and
they are wondering just how the Highway
partment proposes to have students enter Ahe
campus with only one entrance and exit on the
‘boards—on Seven Mile Road.

. They are wondering what will happen when
the campus enrollment reaches the projected
10,000 within a few years. g
ey would like the answers to all these

estions, That's why they told the
%Nnment the proposed route is not acceptable
ahd there isn't much the Highway Department
can do if the Trustees stand pat. R T.T

Ben Franklin

for awhile after that, but years later again
turned to this ruse when he wanted to buy a
paper. There were two rival papers in town.
When the publisher of one tricked him, causing
him to lose an opportunity to legitimately ac-
quire the paper, Franklin decided to outwit him.

He wrote a series of letters to the opposite
paper and signed them Busy Body, purporting

to be a simple woman who took an interest in
events in her community. So salty were his
comments that soon everyone was reading his
rival's paper. Discouraged, the publisher who
had tricked him sold to him and sailed, away
to the West Indles, never realizing the true
identity of Busy-Body. -

Thus Franklin obtained the Gazetle which
remalned an outstanding newspaper until be
sold It.

One of his most famous pon-de-plumes was
that of Richard Saunders. Ben wrote t
Saunders was a poor astrologer whose wife
kept nagging him to go to work, so be decided
to put together a book of proverbs of all
countrles. Thus came into being, Poor Richards
Almanae, which has outsold nearly every other
book except the Bible.

Here are a {ew of the most famous sayings:

“Up, Sluggard and waste pot life—in the
grave will be sleep esough”.

“A plowman on his legs Is higher than a
. gentleman on his knees”.

“Tis Hard for an Empty Bag to Stand

Upright”.

“Constant Dropping Wear¢ Away Stones".
ish and Visitors Stink in Three Days”.
“Little Strokes Fell Great Oaks”.
> JERRY WENDT

points. In fact, space is nothing but points. Space
is said to be the set of all points.”

Now this is all pretty nifty! But what did
the man say?

Maybe & would be best to head for one
of the adult education classes being offered
1n the Livonla Schools but avaifable to any-
one in the surrounding area. .

college would be

“ for the following reasons:

- This? .. .. Or This?

/.
DO YOU WANT TO SEE YOUR CLASS ROOMS TRIPLED?

The Reader “Speaks Up”
Valid Reasons For 9-9 Support

Editor: requests for money are forth- Everyone who has even pok-
Afer reading & letter to the coming. 1 wonder how long ed his nose out of his home late-
editor in last week's Observer, people of Livonia will tolerate ly can see the fantastic home-
I was prompted to write this this type exposure, building going on in town. It is
reply. I am supporting the ® It would not surprise me }f obvious that every'new house,
miltion—9 mills for our schools the request for “Nine-Plus just like our older ones, will be
Nine” will be over-whelmingly filled with the patter of littls
The ¢ million dollar bood deleated in the coming election. {eet, all on wey to schools which
Issue: If this occurs I along with many must be built, heated, lighted,
1. The $9 milllon bond others will say — “justice has and equipped Dot just with
issue will not Increase our {inally prevailed.” books, but most im
property taxes. J. BENEDICT with the best teachers we can
LIVON] find.

2, The bond issue spreads

Observing |

By MYRA CHANDLER

As one of the faithful shepherds of the sacred cow
known as education I feel I must rise to the occasion,
As the mouths appear at our family table we feed
them — as the minds appear we must educate them. We
don't divide the milk into smaller portions, we buy more

milk,
¢ Milk on the table is not & frill of life and neither is *
education. .

When the critics of education say there are “too
many frills” — I wonder if they are content to listen to
radio instead of having a TV in their home; are content
to wear a watch and fob across their middle, instead of
one that is sleek and smart on their wrist; if their wives
use carpet sweepers instead of vacuum cleaners, wooden
spoons instead of mix-masters.

Our schools are not filled with frills—even to
the most eritical of us, if they would compare — they
‘have modernized. What was good enongh for grandma
and grandpa, unfortunately today is nol good enough
for junior. The world has changed.

The Observer has tried to bring both sides of his
question forth on nine mills and nine million for buildipg
The League of Women Voters Has an objective, com-
prehensive pro and con on the question in today paper,
page 15-B. You have to make up your own mind, of course.

Since I work hard for my money I feel it is up to
me how I spend it. I resent paying the high taxes I must, .
but I want police and fire protection, want to reach-out
with an arm to get my mail, and certainly want my
children to be professionally taught everything they can
possibly sponge up from 6 to 21.

1f these proposals pass the average home owner will
be increasing his taxes by about $100 per year, If the
millage and bond issue fails, the Administration and
School Board will just come back again, and again until
they get what they need. Each| election costs money.
Be ‘assured they will return to the ballot because it is
the School Board’s and Administration’s responsibility,
to educate the children. If they are doing a good job
this is the only course of action they can take.

Many senior citizens complain about their incoms
being stable but their taxes are climbing. Senior citizens
are: receiving more increased benefits annually, and
parents of young children are paying annually for this..

t may not be the best system to ever be invented —

the one under which we live — but what country has a
better one?

a citizen, examining my conscience, I cannot
say that T would rather spend 100 dollars on furniture,
entertainment, travel, or even food, than I would to
keep my school district progressive; competitive and
thorough. If you can, then I only pray there are more
of me that go to the polls than there are of you.

the cost of school financing
over a longer period of time
From Former

Teq all residents to pay
the! are.
3. I served on the citizens d?:l'd Member
r:

commlittee studying the
fourth high school and realise

On this basis, then, I have
personally concluded that: 1)
there is an obvious need for the
new high school to be built sart-
ing now, 2) that there will be
more children to teach and in-

* When I first started to read flationary influnces have fore-

the need for mot only this the anti-school letter in last ed up the cost of everything the

school but for a fifth bigh 'Week's issue, T was concerned schools buy, 3) that I
that such a long and obviously the judgment and the wisdom

do trust

Citizen Cites Danger
Open Lelter to Board of Wayne
Cousty Road Cimmissioners,
Gentlemen: 4
As President of the Westbrook
School PTA and Secretary_and
active member of the Noxth
Central Livonia Civic Associa-

Let’s Face Reality
Editor:

The voters of the Livonia
School Bistrict are bejng asked
by the Board of Education to
shoulder an important respon-
sibillty next Monday.

The Constitution of the State

uninformed statement was print- of such outstanding publie edu-
ed without the majority view, cators as Mr. Benton Yates and
expressing what s’ right with his tremendously capable assist-
our schools, also being report- ant for business, Ron Upton, 4)
ed. The more that I read of that that the Board bas weighed the
letter though the more I real- evidence and concluded that we
ized that it was so utterly redi- need the Nine-2nd-Nine, 5)
that I started to laugh that I must vote in sup of

school,

The 9 mills for operation:

1. The cost of edueating our
Foungsters must be shared by
everyone In the form of a prop-
erty tax, & sales tax, & state in-
come tax, or a federal fhcome

tion and a citizen fecling re-
rp‘olrnsible for {he welfare of my
fellow man, I want to inform

A 0 3 lature !
you of a dangerous blind area ﬁ:l:wr‘:m“\ffdga:,lﬂ;::;;
in the newly constructed Mer- ¢ g,

riman Road. Since the State provides less

of/ Michigan makes public edu-
cation a responsibility of the

1 would like to personally

“A polnt is an idea, not & thing. We draw

, n mnall dot to represent & point

This seemed logical enough
ceeding statement:

“A point exists In space. Space is filled with

]m”uht;ton
Salute To

The resignation of Vernon P.
Fisher as trustee of the Farm-
ington Board of Education
leaves a void that will be hard
to fill.

For ten years Mr. Fisher will-
ingly has offered his services
and energy far beyond the two
official meetings & month that
ordinarily come to the public
eye. His viewpoints always have
remained objective and hls
xnowledge of the construction
business has provided valuable
information in the big, expen-
sive task of constructing new
schools and additions.

Quick to oppose ‘what he
thought wrong and just as
qulck to offer praise for a job
well dooe, Mr. t's opin-
fons always have been re
spected and earefully

welghed.

The job of a school board
member is a time-consuming
and often a thankless one. Only
a Board member really knows.
There are study sessions in
between Board meetings, con-
ventions to attend, county
gatherings, school board asso-
clation meetings, sountless

though a polnt has no sks nor dimension.

In space even

until the muc-’

Vernon P.

other functions to attend, re-
quests for speeches.and other
community work requested of
a school board member.

Mr. Fisher has not been one
to put aside these duties. He
could still sit on the Board 20d
cut-back on the school work he

at the first or second class meeting?

BILL GAIL

Fisher

is doing. But, this Is not in his
constitution. A job well done
with the willingness to volun-
teer complete service, This is
why Vernon P. Fisher is lost to
Farmington Public Schools.
He will be missed.
: JOY STINSON

Must - Economize in Litonia School District

Editor:

Subject—Livonia School Mil-
lage and Bond Issue.

On behalt of the large num-
ber of fellow citizens like the,
wilter with fixed or declining
income, may I express an
opinion on the above subject
on which we dre asked to vots
pext Monday. .l define the de-
clining incomes by the fact that
purchasing power of our dollars
declines about three per cent
a year.

This necessitates pretty strict
economy on our part. We can-
not help wondering i the
School Administration ezercise

question, we think the School

Board has gone “hog wild.* Our
present tax foad direct and in-
direct is plenty onerous
enough,

As to the bond lssue we are
of the opinion the amount re.
quested fs excessive. True it
may be necessary to eliminate
some fads and frills, so what,

tax, . ke
2. Since we do not have fiscal $}Lo%S
reform o Michigan, the state

aloud. Of course, the thousands it because I must trust their

cannot incresse fis ald to DEVEr believe any of the com- wisdom and I love my child-
schools and the federa] ;num. mants of accept any of the pro- ren. ‘ .
ment with its Income tax cut POSAS suggested by that wriler LEE E. LANDES,

In mo position to do it; so €veB i be were serious, which LIVONTA.
the property owner must face 1 S0Ubt °

For example, the best ba
gain we have bought for
selves as a community is the
type of school construction em-
ployed bers for the past sev-
Ulilizing  poured
oncrete, concrets block, dur-

his responsibility.

3. The 9 mills may seem high
but it will cost the average tax-
payer less e social
security tax increase of $103
per year to support the federal :“1 years.
“Medicare” program.

Mr. Remaley's letter last
week bhslllng the School Board
and s com-

opinion, I belleve Mr.' Yates uolorin

qualified to recerve & §25.000 ol L0 rolective paint finishes

o Let’s Face It—

We Need Schdols
Editor:

It seems that whenever a
schoof millage election is in the

able floots or terrazzo and vinyl, ©ffing bere In Livonia we hear
and good lighting, we have and give the same old argu-
trouble-free, low . maintenance ments for and against a tax in-
which should last 50 crease. Well, what else can be
pletely unjustified in my yoarg or more, The wise use of said:

? .
We all know that our popu-

akes them attractive enough lation in the Livonia School Dis-

income as would any president (o0 good education. In addition trict is growing repidly, and
of a business employing 2,000 they cost less than just about 2nyone who has rolled a basket
people with ‘a budget of 18 any group of school buildings in through the local super market
million and a bonded indebted- this part of ths United States. 1s aware of the ever-lucreasing

ness of $48 million. It is odd
that I have never seen Mr IBO“! the Nine-and-Nine Propos-

When 1 am asked bow I feel cost of living.

Certainly no one will dispute

Remaley at School Board meet-” 3] on the ballot for Monday, the fact that you can't educate
ings to offer his suggestions japn 17th, I bave to answer 32000 children for the same
concerning the schools. Also, If that it has been over 1% years amount of money that it takes
he knows how to cut school since I served as a school board to educate 25000. It is also

construction costs 35z,

we member, so I just do not know fairly obvious that the schools

would welcome him on our epough of the details to vent- do nmot enjoy any Immunity
building construction committee yre an oponicn about the speci- against cost of livng increases.
of the School Board Advisory fic number of. mills being re- In other words, the schools are

Couneil. .
DAVID P. MERRION
Livonia Citizen

e
9 Plus 9 Too Much

tor:

The headline in the Wednes- Ve -
day Issue of The Observer, Jan, 5 iat, we Bave,to Bave cont
5, entitled «“Why We Need Nive- ,pg gupport them, or else re-
Plus Nine” is cause for grave piace them. In this, I do feel
concern. qualified to speak because we

Five years ago our tax in do, thank goodness, have not
Livonia was $325 per year. In gniy dedicated Board members
the ensuing years it-has risen’ ypd fulltime staff administra-
to $505 per year, This repre- tory, but also highly able ones.
sents an average Increase of They ars able to keep their
$36 each year. “eye o the doughnut and not on

Your paper along with cer- the hole”; that is, they have
tain individuals are ‘now beat- the welfare and training of our
ing that proverbial bush for childres foremost in their
another increase. minds, Is not that the reason

As lify the Dopster (if he most of us live here? What
were alive would ask) when is other purpose have we except
this march for taxation golng to lead productive lives and
to end? We approve school in- train our children to take their
creases with the promise of place in this world, hopefully
future relief and the votes are to do a better job than we bave
no sooner tabulated when other done.

Accountants, Attorneys,

a sound system s
still possible.

‘These opinions are the
writer’s who represents no par-
ticular group but have talked
to enough fellow citizens to
believe the views as expressed
above are held by a sizable
segment of the population.

1 [ am correct, I hope they
will register their opinions at
the polis Jan. 1T.

JAMES W. ORR

Agents, Manut i

ers Rep

OFFICES to RENT
LEASE in Livonia

o Air téndhiamd ® Carpeting @ Plenty Parking

- Call GArfield 7-3700 Days
GArfield 1-2080 Evenings

and

|

quested. In this situation 1 am asking for more money to edu-
just like the rest of your read- cate more-thildren and to keep
ers who cannot be fully inform- pace with increasing costs.

ed of the details of running our  Livonians have spent a lot
xv:h::h, and should pot have of money for good schools; and
to be.

ey, unlike many others, can

. they,
The importaqt point, however, proudly proclaim their willing-

ness to support education. It

school Jeadership takes unusual dedication to edu-

cation to continually vote for
increasing taxes; and, if the
voters approve the
nine mill increade, -mf rrp:;:
they do, we will have witnessed
an outstanding display of civie
pride and community respon-
sibility.

DONALD H. MURCH

point, out the danger traveling
South from Baseline Road. One
can clearly observe the traffic
light at the Seven Mile-Merri-
man intersecton and the road
may seem clear for passing.

However, there is a summit of
2 hill pear the crossroad of
Norfalk and a driver cannot see
an approaching car just on e
other side. «

condition exists also if

traveling South from Seven
Mile Road to Eight Mile. There
is no warning *do mot pass.”
nor :is the road pavement
markedy N

It is a shame {n this day and
age when such powerful road
and earth movink ejuipment
can move mountainy that this
condition should be constructed
into the read Instead of it belng
leveled off and lowered as the
rest of Merrimam Road.

MRS, E. NIKORAK
LIVONIA

. (4
Buses for Safety
Edltor: . .

‘We are constantly hearing
fasten your seat belts, for a
safe ride and safety is con-
stantly being preached, and yet
the school buses in tHe Six to
Seven Mile, west of Farmington
area are jammed every day to
the door.

Children in this area, not only o

have pever been able to sit
down for lack of seats, but hard-
ly have standing room. We
have been promised additional
buses for some time. Why has
this condition been permitted
{for this length of time? In this
peighborhood many people feel
you are endangering our chil-
dren’s lives by not having suf-
ficient bus service.

MRS. WILFRED MATTESON
LIVONIA
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than 50 per cent of the funds
for aperating: the schools, and
none for construction, the local
school board must ask the pub-
lic to pay the Trest through the
only means available to them,
the local property tax.

Education of young people is
more necessary today than ever
before and the cost of provid-
Ing an adequate education in
Livonia is no more than the
cost In any camparable district.
A _comparison of costs in the
metropolifan area shows that
Livonia is far from the leader
In any area. Livonia simply has
many students and a Jow tax
base.

We need tax reform to re-
Ileve the burden on the prop-
erty owner now as wo have
for years, yet even our State
Representatives voted agalnst
it last legislative sesslon.

Since we cannot- rid our-
selves of the responsibility to
the youth simply by imoring
the issue, we must do two
things: First, we must vole to
provide the funds necded now,
and sccond, we must insist that
our eclected representatives in
Lansing look at the problems

to their responsibilities
laced next November,
LEROY C. BENNETT,
Livonfa

274840 Scheoleratt of Inkiter — 414120
T3 Boutnfeld ot 12 Mile — 3537247
Open 119 Dally; Sunday 134

SPECIALS
000D AT
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Jon 138
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