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Bentley Mid-Winter Instrumenltal Concert February 5

Danger Lurking

InCharterChange

Says One Author

(In an effort to stimulate
thinking about the coming
charter election Feb, 21
’{;HL‘ LIVONIA OBSERVER

running a series of arti-
cles pro and con on the is-
sue and try and answer
some lvi

before the Commission sessions
and what we learned from
studying the charters of dozens
of other communitiey.

When, after four/ months of
diligent labor, the Charter was
tinished 1t was resdily accepted
by a vote of the people atd in

charter revision. Regard-
less how voters feel about
the charter they should
select nine candidates to
serve on the commission so
that should i# pass they
could have a voice in select-
ing those studying it).
. ee

BY W. W, EDGAR

Within the past few weeks
much has been written and sald
about the “need” to “review”

, the charter for the City of Livo-
nla,

1t hag been said that the pres-
ent charter is outmoded, that
it was written with aims little
above that of the old township
government and that it is woe-
fully weak as an instrument of
modern day requirements.

Nothing has been said about
the danzers and the gamble in-
volved in any attempt to re-
write it

But, as a member of the origi-
nal Charter Commission, T ean’t
refrain from sounding a warn-
Ing that danger lurks at every
turn and that any revislon is
bound to be an upward revision
that would prove costly and pos-
sibly cause an upheaval in our
present way of life.

Knowlng full well that I wilk
be charged as being biased—
and 1 plead guilty—I would like
to point out the safeguards that
was emphaskzed in the writing
of the present charter for the
protection of tha citizens.

When the Charfer Commls-
sion set about its task mors
than 13 years 2go it was with
the feellng that we had a man-
date to set up a model city and
provide the greatest good for
the greatest number.

With that in mind we laid
this solid foundation for the pro-
tectlon of the citizens:

1—A tax limitation of five
mills, (The city operated on
one mill for the first four
years of its existence),

2—A atrong Mayor form ot
government. .

3-A nonpartlsan govers-
ment.

There, was much more to the
Charter than this, but thess
three items formed: the foupda-
tion, And it was the unanimous
feeling of the Commission that
the adoption of these three

guard.

First, it meant that nio admin.
{atration through the years
could boost the taxes abave five
mills without a vote of the peo-
ple. That was important then
and it Is Important now.

Second, we preferred what Is

_known as the “Strong Mayor”
“form of government for several
reasons. Chief among these was
the fact that we would have one
of our own residents for a chiel
exccutive—and not an imported

City Manager who knew nothing

of the community or its people
- and would be interested only In

pending our money to make a
showing and bring about a bet-
ter offer of employment from
another city.

Third, being agreed on  non-
partisan government we hoped
to remove as much politics as
possible and not have a city
divided against jtself with two
political factions fighting each
other to the -end that lttle
would be accomplished. ,

In building the charter on
this foundation we added the
various Boards and Commissions

things would be a real safe-

& circles it was
considered a model charter.
And among its many features
was its flexibllity for updating
the document through amend-
ments in the years to follow.

Now, after 13 years. some al-
leged flaws are being found by
members of the City Council
and the City Attorney's office.
And it is interesting to note
that these are the very people
who could initiate amendments,
it necdf@, to bring about im-
provemeats.

“Why did you fellows place
responsibility for the city's
finances in the office of the
clerk rather than the Mayor's
office where it belongs?”, onc
of our councilmen asked the
other day.

“And what about the incon-
sistency of having the authority
invested in one person in the
Department of Public Safety
and -the Department of Public
Works, and then a commission
of five members for the Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation?”

*These are minor matters,” I
Informed him. *They are
parsley on the fish. If the City
Clerk must keep a record of all
things and the bills are mailed
to the Clerk's office, what is

L.

OPENING A headquarters for the Wayne 19th District Republi-

can party at 20325 Middlebelt

club.

Republican State Chalrman
Elly Peterson addressed an
overflow crowd of Livonia aod
Redford citizens at the official
opening of the Wayme County
19th District Republican head-
quarters, 20325 Middlebelt Road,
Wednesday, Jao. 26.
Mrs. Peterson expressed con-
fidence that local actions such
as the opening of a new district
olfice, formations of 3 women's
and young republican’s club
and excellent candidates will
lead to Republican victories in
Lansing and Washington in 1966.
The flery state chalrman
blasted unnecessary secrecy
and civillan bungllng in the
Viet Nam war and suggested
that tralned milltary men
should be making more of the
declslons on the conduct of
the war,
She also discussed the united
financial drive to aid all Re-

GOPWillWin--Elly

road are Mrs. Elly Peterson,

{ State chairman of the Republican party, and members of the
Livonia Federation of Republican Women. Left to right: Vir-
ginia Heusted, program chairman; Marilyn Symons, hospitality
chairman, Mrs. Peterson; and Mary Dumas, chairman of the

publican and cited

GOP Ladies Look

An intensive slu?y session,

complete with a panel discus-
sion and & question and answer
period will be presented Thurs-
day, Feb, 10,

wif

charter revision.

at 1 p.m., dealing

the proposed Livonia

Audrey Whifebend, Helen

Taddonlo aod Veda Vogel, a
committee apointed by the local
Republican Women's Federa.
tion, planned the program to
aid Livonians in making an in-
formed decision in the Feb. 21
election. . :

Men who have worked closely

with the charter and are most
familiar with its strengths and
weaknesses will discuss the
issue at the .new site of the
‘Wayne 19th District Republican
h 203238

At Charter Revision

City Attorney, will discuss the
legal diificnities that bave
arisen.

The panel will also. discuss
several of the more

Bentley , Orchestra, Concert
Band, and' Junior Varsity Band
will join forces in the presenta-
tion of the school's annual Nid-
winter Concert the evening of
Feb. 5. in the school auditor-
ium, | The concert will be con-
ducted by Robert Clark, direc-
tor of the instrumental assem-
blies at Bentley.

mentioned changes which have
been suggested and present a
brief study of the city's plan.
ning which led to the acceptance
of the present charter.

The study seséton will include

an uptodate report on the
recommendations made after
the 1963 independent study’ of
the city government and a
sampls primary ballot.

of the
portion of the program will in-
clude the Intermerzo from the
Har'y Jan’s Suite by Koda'ly,
the Brahms Hungarian Dance
No. 8, and the overture, Iphe.
genia In Aulis by Gluck. -

The Concert Band will be
heard in the Death and Trans-
figuration by Strauss, and the
Fibale to the Giannlni Sym-
phony No, 3. The Concert Band

Medies War

“C'mon, be a sport,” your
friend Almost be-

numerous examples of corrup-
tion and waste in the Job Corps
and War on Poverty programs.

During the evening Carl Pur.
sell, 2nd District Chairman
from Plymouth, announced his
candidacy for the State Senate
seat now held by Farrell Rob-
erts, who is planning tb run for
an Oakland County Circuit Court

Rd. !

Rudolph  Kleinert, councll
presideat and ove! of the ori-
ginal authors of the present
charter will present the ex-
periences of the ity councll
In working with 1t/Ideas from
the olfice of tho chlef execn-
tive will be presented by
Mayor Moelke, -Steve Polgar,

fore you know it, you're an ath-
lete—member of the local ath-
letle assoclation, the church
league, or the neighborhood
hunting group.

A new leaflet {from the Amer-
jcan Medical Association cau-
tions that before rigorous ac-
tivity begins, shape u nge
{for a health examination, check

1 Adults

your diet, plan for sufficlent
sleep, then begin your condi-
tioning program.

A mediecal examination,
usually required for high
school athletes, s recom.
mended for sports-minded ad-
ults, too—although athletle
organlzations may not request

A Combined Effort

and Junlor Vamsity Band will
complete the program in a com-
bined performance that will in.
clude Marchmanship by Cable,
The Irish Tune from County
Derry. composed by Gralnger,
and a percussion featurs based
on the popular song, La Rosita,

The public is cordially in-

The price of admission Is one
dollar for adults and 50 cents
for students.

Built-in Carrier Starter

Here fs a neat way to carry
wood charcoal briguets to_your
next barbecus outing. Place
them in an egg carton. Not only
will the briquets fit perfectly
into each little niche, but the
carton will serve as a fire
starter when ignited.

GETTING MARRIED?

CANDID
WEDDING PICTURES
Complate $ 00
e 450
Color Slightly Higher
Album Included
26" Years Expsrience
Photogrephy
Carlfon J. Kellman
18608 LENNANE KE 1.3400
REDFORD

Jjudgeship.

Present at the opening were
Livonia Mayor Moelke, mayoral
candidate Lonnie Brashear and
Redford Township Supervisor
Jack McDonald, Congressional
candidate.

Othérs who attended, were
Don Heusted and Gearge Kind-
red, candidates for city council
seats; and Jessie Enterline,
Francis Hensley, Marvin Prid-
geon, Fred Shirley, and Heory
R. Sladek, all charter commis-
sion candidates.

wrong with placing the finan-
clal r Ity there?

“Liekwlse, it was the preroga-
tive of the Commission to set
up the Boards and Conwnissions
as it saw fit and It was deemed
wise to have a Recreation Com-
misslon.”

“Another thing,” my question-
ers asked, “what about this
clalm of Mayor Moelke that a
person who s appointed to fill
a vacancy on Council can not
vote on a veto? The Charter
doesn't spell out these things.”

Could this have been 8 vague
hint that frictlon between
the Mayor's olfice and the City
Council was the underlylng rea-
son for the move to “review”
the Charter?

When 1t was polated out that
the Council had the right to
fnitlate amendments that
conld correct such things, i
needed, it was explatned that

any amendments coming i

that manner would be consid-

ered, for the most part, to be
polltteal, And it was sald that
the only amendments coming

o the attention of the Coun-

cil called for an increase in

the Mayor’s salary.

“Are fou opposed to a ‘re-
view' of the present Charter?”
I was then asked.

“Absolutely not,” I answered,
“1 am accustomed to having my
work reviewed. In three decades
of a hewspaper career my work
was reviewed each time an edi-
tion came off the presses—and
1 am not so sure that other
folks would want to put their
day's work on_exhibition each
day at § o'clock.

@1 am not opposed to a Te
lew of the Charter, but I would
like to make a suggestion.”

“If the Charter is to be re-
viewed why not allow the Livo-
nia Bar Assoclation do the re-
viewing, Thess men are ac
quainted with the law and
should be more able to write
claritying amendments than the
average layman who is seeking
a place on the proposed Charter
Commission.”

This suggestion drew 2
chuckle and an admission that
there would be too much of a

and in 30 doing took the advice
of many experts who appeared

clash of personalities in the Bar
Association to get the Job done.

Noto Shorwing . "

The Shorter
and
Smarter
Individually Styled
“DICKEY

~ BIRD"
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By FAITH GELLESPIE
FOCUS ON VIETNAM: “We
are playing into the Viet Cong's
hands by saying we ars ‘bomb-
ing Yor peace’ . . . the President
is trying to change the situa
tlon, but the other side has
pothing to negotiate fpr—they
are {n the same position they
were In 19. Ho Minh
couldn't believe us then, nor can
bo belleve us now."

So sald David Arnold, last
week in a speech concerning
the question, “How the US.
Got Involved in Vietnam.”

Dr. Armold, who is the di-
rector of the Center for Inter-
natiopal Studles at Ohio Uni-
versity, served for 14 months
(196162) as a working Service
Reserve Officer with the U.S.
Information Agency, working in
Salgon and in the Mekong Delta.
In traclng the historical back-
ground of the Vietnam dilema,
Dr. Arnold discussed the follow-
ing ‘which be feels are the
three major reasons for distrust
toward the U.S. on the part of
Chi Minh, long the leader of
the Viet Minh, and-pow the
hed of the Viet Cong in North
Vietnam.

1) In 1946, after promising the
Vietnamese that we would get
them a U.N. Trusteeship, we
changed our mind and support-
ed the return of French to Viet-
nam, which had been French.
Indo China prior to World War
1.

2) In 1954, the Geneva Ac-
cords were drawn, dividing the
country Into North and South
Vietnam, but promising reuni-
fication by genmeral elections.
Subsequently, the US. recog-
nized South Vietnam as a sep-
arate nation, and convinced its
leaders not to hold the schedul.
ed elections. “Ho Chi Minh felt
tricked,” Dr. Arnold said, “be-
cause he would have won his
majority if free elections had
been held.”

‘BombForPeace, Hard To Believe
In Vietnam War and Events

3) In 1962, after respecting
the agreements on advisors and
other agreements (except elec.
tions), we “flouted the Geneva
Accorts by Increasing the num-
ber of people we brought into
Vietnam. We were dishonest
with jourselves and with ob-
servers as we brought In more
and more men, and miiitary
equipment.”

As an expert in South Asian
Studies and an observer in Viet-
pam, Dr. Amold sald, “I am
completely discouraged. I can’t
imagine any way to convince
the Vietnamese people that the
last 20 years are irrelevant.

“f don't think we are going
to get anywhere with our peace
offensive—we will never have
an  independent pro-Western
Vietnam. We need to change our
philosophy  concerning  Sauth-
east Asia.”

This was the first of six
speakers for “Focus on Viet-
pam,” an edycational series de-
signed to try to answer some
of the questions
Americans are raising about the
war  in Vietnam. The series
features speakers with a variety
of viewpoints and with special
knowledge and experience of
Vietnam, including the French
writer Philippe Devillers, and
Vu Van Thai, Ambassador of
Viet{:am to the United States.

“Focus on Vietnam,” under
the! auspices of the American

Friends Service Commlttee,

is belng sponsored by Metro-

politan Detrolt Councif of

Churches, the Archbishop's

Committee on Human Rela-

tions, and Central Methodist

Chareh.

Information regarding the lec-
tures may be obtalned by call-
ing St. James Methodist Church,
VE 74070 ’

A man's ambition Is the in-
cenfive that makes purpose

great and achievement greater.

:
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Qur code of ethics forbids price ad-
vertising. We're proud of our prices,
however, and will be pleased to dis-
cuss them with you at any time. Stop
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BRAND NEW

Firestone NYLON TIRES
NOW AT BARGAIN PRICES!

AT FIRESTONES

WHEN YOU BUY 1st TIRE AT PRICE LISTED )
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Blackwalls & Whitewalls
Tubeless & Tobe-Typs

exf e

ULAR SIZES
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NYLONAIRE 1stiTIRE | 2od TIRE
Tube-type Blackwah | 314.95
Tubstype Whitewat | 17.95
Tubeless Blackwall 17.95 |
Tubeless Biackwall 17.95 s
> Tubeless whitewati | 20.95
Tubeless Whitewall 20.95
DED Tubeless Blackwt” | 20.95
Tubsless Whitewatt | 23.95
NTHS TO PAY Al prices FLUS TAX

{ Your safety is our business at Firestone! |

Priced o3 shown ot Firestons Stores; competitivaly priced at Firestons Dealers and ot all service atations disploying the Firsstone sign.

vited to attend the program. .

We Specialize in Every Service . {
on WIGS and WIGLETS

(PR |
LANA LaBLISS Hair Styling

23711 Schoolcraft
KE 5-9405 KE 5-9729
OPEN TUES., THURS.,\FKI. EVENINGS

- .
by at your convenience fo? proof that . 4
you . . . indeed, all families . . . can
afford Schmalzriedt service.
.

29200 PLYMOUTH ROAD

SINCE 1895
at Middlebelt, Livonia
Open Every Night Until 9 p.m. Including.Saturdays

GA 7-5000

KE 2-4420




