‘Back to Bible’ Is Theme
Of Church of Christ

By Jerry Wendt, Church Editor

They wefe 2 hunted, perse-
cuted group. Their leader had
been put to a horrible death.

similar fate waited in the
wings for them., They had no
property, no following, no pro-
tection. Yet” they kept on be-

» causs they belleved they had a
special destiny to fullill.

They met by night, In small
out of the way places, by
streams, by temples, and in
homes, If they saw each other
in the market places, they drew
close together and lifting up
the hem of their long robes,
they traced the outline of a
fish in the sand with their
sandals, Quickly the other per-
son rubbed it out before they
were apprehended.

When they did meet, they

discussed the meaning of the
messages their leader had left
them, They passed on his words
to other people. Eventually all
of them did die cruel deaths,
yet their preachings grew and
changed the destiny of the
world,
. These men were the early
Christlans, disciples of Christ.
Their church was formed in 33
A.D, Today's Church of Christ
is based on those early doc-
trines, and is kept as closely
to the Bible as it can be.,

J. Herb Dean i3 the minister
of the Church of Christ on Mer-
riman Rd. in Livonia, He does
not use the title of Rev. or
pastor because it cannot be
found in the Bible and the
Bible dominates both his life
and the life of his church.

Dean is 2 happy man and he
radiates the joyousness of a
man who has found his niche
in life, There are the usual pres-
sures and distractions with his
job but he long ago found a
wlullon. “I benevn that God

person I am respon-
slble la X nid Herb Dun. “When
I am worried or upset, I ask
myself if 1 have done the best
I can for God, and if the an.
swer Is in the affirmative,
turn the matter over to him.”

The Observer was interested
in the fact that the Church of
Christ bas no governing council

and no denomination, and inter.
viewed Dean on the subject.

He willingly traced the his
tory of the Church of Christ
for us.“Nearly all the problems
in the church are man.made”
said Dean, Every split In dlu
Church has come about through
council discussions, or differ-
ences in administration.”

“The varlous reformers
wrought some changes,” he con-
tinued, “but the big movement
began in 1809 in the State of
West Virginia, by Thomas Camp-
bell and his illustrious son,
Alexander Campbell. They con-
tended that nothing should be
bound upon Chrlstlans as a mat.
ter of doctrine which ls not as
old as the New Testament,

J. HERB DEAN, minister of
reads his Bible which Is the cornerstone of his church.

Church of Christ, in Livonis,

These men did not advocate
the starting of a new church,
but rather a return to Christ's
church as described in the Bible,
Members of the Church of
Christ do not conceive of them-
selves as a new church but
rather the whole aim is to re-

produce in contemporary times
1hc church originally established
on Pentecost, A.D. 30."

The Bible is the stronghold
of the Church. They do not
have a central governing body,
or a council. Nor do they hnve
sermons prepared by men. Each
minister reads directly from the
Bible, and then adds whatever
comments he may feel are perti-
nent. The churches of Christ
are autonomous.

A cappella singing is the only
music used {n the worship.
singing. unaccompanied by me-
chapical instruments of musie,
conforms to the music used In
apostolic church and for sev-
eral centuries thereafter.

As we were leaving, J. Herb
Dean gave uy one of the best
quotes we have ever had, “The
word of Christ made eaduring
Christians out of men nearly
2,000 years 2go when they had
to face crucifixtion, stoning, and
burning. Why can’t the same
teachings make good Christlans
today?” Why not indeed?

‘Thoughts from here and there

—a fact a day keeps Ignorance
away.

Plymouth. Chunch. Begina
Lenton. Sowices. Job. 23

The First United Presbyterian
Church, 701 Church Street, Ply-
mouth will conduct the annual
Lenten School of Religlon on
slx Wedoesday evenings during
Lent, beginning tonight, Feb, 23.
Following a pot luck supper,
adults will join one of thres dis-
cussion groups as follows.

“The Arts and the Christian
Faith" ~ Led by Dr. Heary
Walch, Pastor of the First
Unlited Presbyterian Church,
who will draw on his back-

s | ground of experience and read-

ing in reflecting how music, the
graphic arts, poetry, drama,
and philosophy have been af.
fected by Christian faith and,
the {mpact the arts have had
on the Christian religion.

“The Secular City""—A panel
discusslon of the provocative
new book by Harvey Cox, The
Secular City, which looks to-
ward a new theological “break-
through" in modern soclety.
Panel members will comprise
Mr. Gregory Dean, Mrs, Kath-
leen Dodds, Miss Doris Yocum
and Dr. Robert Hubbard (mod-
erator), church members.

“The New Confesslon of
Faith" — Discussion led by

Thomas T. Adams assisted by
Dr. John Waser, Rev. William
‘Whitledge, Dr. N, Patrick Mur.
ray and Rev. Peter Lindell,
ministers from the metropolitag
Detroit aren. In these classes
the leaders will bring the
thoughts of the ministry on the
meaning of the Confession of
Fifth for church members,
On the sixth Wednesday of the
series, March 30, the church
choir will present a special pro-
gram of Lenten Music under the
direction of Fred Nelson.

Temple Beth Am

Has Guest Speaker

As part of its observance of
National Brotherhood ~Week,
Beth Am, Livonia will present
a sermon by the Rev. Richard
Markbam, on Friday evening,
Feb. 25.

Rev, Markham has served as
minister of Farmington Metho-
dist Church for the past eight
years, and prlar to that time
for’ eight years in Algonac. A
graduate of Garett Theological
Seminary in Evanston, Ill., be
was a chemical engineer before
deciding to enter the ministry.

World Day

Church members in Garden
City wiil joln thelr counterparts
across the nation and around
the world Feb. 25, in the annual
observance of World Day of
Prayer.

World Day of Prayer is 80
years old and is observed in 125
countries and on six continents
around the globe. It is spon-
sored in the U.S. by the Unlited
Church Women. It i3 always ob-
served the first Friday in Lent.

The First Methodist Church,
8443 Merriman Rd, will be
host church this year. Four area
churches will take part fn the
service; Garden City Presby-
terian, Good Hope Lutheran,
First Baptist, and the First

Methodist Church
ToView Film Feb. 23

Ash Wednesday Service will
be held in the sanctuary of New-
burg Methodist Church in Li-
vonia on Feb. 23 at 8 p.m.
Special music will be provided
by the Chancel choir and a solo
will be given by Clyde Fink.
Mrs. Wilfred Trembath will
speak on the topic, “What is
Ash Wednesday?"’

Immediately following the
service, Holy Communion and
Sacrificial Meal will be given
in the fellowship room of the
church, During Holy Com-
munion, a film “The Lord is
Risen” will be shown to the
children in the sanctuary,

of Prayer

Will Be February 25

Methodist Church.

Mrs. Willoughby from Mt
Olivet Methodist Church in
Dearborn will be guest speaker
of the evening. Mrs, Claude By-
rum of Garden Clty, chairman
of the United Church Women's
local World Day of Prayer Com-
mittee, Invites all interested to
attend this special service.
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World Day of Prayer will be
observed Friday, Feb, 25 at the
Reorganized Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints,
Schooleralt at Bradner Rd, Ply-
mouth at 1:30 p.m.

e 1968 service, based on
the international theme: “You
are My Witnesses” was prepar-
ed by women of the church of
Scotland. Observed in 125
countries each year on the first
Friday in Lent, World Day of
Prayer is truly worldwide in
character. For 80 years this
unique day of prayer for peace
and brotherhood has  united
women across personal, national
and racial barriers in a solemn

ACROSS the nation and around
the world will join in annual
observance of World Day of
Prayer, Feb, 25, Now 80 years
old, World Day of Prayer is
observed in 125 countries and on
six continents around the globe.
Observed each year on the first
Friday in Lent, World Day of
Prayer is truly world-wide in
character,

actofr to their com-
mon mission throughout the
CHURCH MEMBERS |world.

There will be no children's
service this year. Men also are
invited to attend. The follow-
ing local churches sponsor the
United Church Women in Ply-
mouth; Reorganized Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Salnts; Assembly of God; Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church ol the
Epiphany; First Baptist, First
Methodist; First United Presby-

- - =
ches Observe

Prayer
ferian; Salvation Army; St
John's Episcopal. Mrs. Blaine

Lytle is President pf United
Church Women. Mrs. Gerald
Fitch is chairman of World Day
of Prayer.

Good Counsel Holds
Ezening of Reflection
The Christian Family Move-
ment hosted the parishioners of
Our Lady of Good Counsel at
an evening of reflection on Fri.
day, Feb. 13. Refreshments
were served later in the Church
Hall. The evening began with

John's Solnm:lr)
Over 50 people were in at-

tendance.  Following the service
Father Folsy spoke to the group
on “The Church in the Modern

Church inlo our cve
showing our Christiani
actions and related to the r~|:|l(~
ment by Joan of Are,
God aml the Church are l!w
same.”
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LUTHERAN CHURCH
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Rev. Arnold H. Jahr, Pastor
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Worshlp Service: $:00 a.m.
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St. John
Lutheran Church
113 Gill Road,
Fermington
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REV. C. FOX, Pastor
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6:00 p.m.—Family Vesper Hour, 7515 p.m.—Youth Followships,
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Nursery and 8. 5. Classes
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Plymouth & Newbargh Roeds
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The Church of the Inquiring Ming
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Tha Rav. Robert Miles Eddy
Bunday, Church 10 a.m, Lecturs and Discuslon Groupe 11 am.
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CHURCH OF THE SAVIOR
Reformed Church in America
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