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2.Yr. Colleges Improve Liaison Bptween Industry. Schools

1

. panding tonal opportuni

ST. LOUIS, Mo.—By educat-
Ing the next generation and ex-

facture. But we also have 3
continuing and growing mpeed
for alert, well-educated men;and get great personal satisfac-

tion out of making, assembling , Providing yorng Americans
and selting fine products,” said ! with these abilities is one of the | saying, "I believe that
Lorerz. basic challenges uIA education in down- to- earth, practical ap- ' ability to think, to understand, an cducated man.”

i

1-«ho have skill in, and kuow‘
| lecge of, production machinery, \

ties for preseat day genera-
tions, community colleges can
provide all Americans with the
educational flexibility needed to
meet the challenging, changing
times in which we live, a Ford
Motor Company executive said.

Educators attending the ao-
nual convention of the Ameri-
can Association of Junior Col-
leges were told by Paul F. Lor-
enz, Ford Motor Company vice
president and Lincoln-Murcury
Division general manager, that
the challenge America faces is
whether two.year colleges can
provide in adequate numbers
the techniclans and semi-pro-
fesslonal workers needed by our
expanding economy.

Providing America with peo-
ple who are not afrald to work
with thelr hands, who will pot
apologlze for technical com-
petence, who will serve the
needs of others with dignity,
and who are not afrald of
“plaln, old - fashloned hard
work,” Is a major job of the
nallon’s junior colleges, Mr.
Lorenz sald.

A further responsibility of
community colleges, he said, is
to improve the liaison between
local ~ educalional institutions
end local industry.

Lorenz noted that the auto-
mobile industry already has
moved In this direction. Hecited
as one illustration announce-
ment by the Ford Motor Com-
pany Fund of a scholarship to
encourage students to enter the
field of automolive technology.

‘The Ford Motor Company
Fund, an educatlonal, sclenti
fle and charitable organi
tion flnanced by contributions
from Ford Motor Company,
will provide 100 (wo - year
scholarships this year to
children of company dealer-
ship employes for study of
automotive technology at
qualifled community colleges.

A second example is the new
Charles H. Patterson Technical
Building at Heory Ford Com-
munity College in Dearborn,
where a highly sophisticated
technical training laboratory,
equal to those in any industrial
engineering center, has been
equipped through the coopera-
tion of automobile manufactur-
ers.

Lorenz made it clear that he
was oot “'recommending that
junlor colleges be turned into
vocational training camps.”
But, he pointed fo the danger

of “a real tendency that com-
munity colleges and other ed-
ucational institutions may fail
1o steer students into the term-
lnal or occupational training
programs ln which they have
an interest and in which they
can become most productive
citizens.

“Your schools sbonld be
proud of their vocational orl-
entation and should not suc-
cumb to mere academic stat-
us-seeking in the purely ab-
stract fields at the expense
of technical educrtion,” lor.
enz declared, He urged the
educators to direct the atten-
tion of their students to job
opportunlties in local o
dustry.

The automobile executive said
a nationwide spot survey of
Lincoln - Mercury dealers em-
phasized “the big and challeng-
ing jobs awaiting the skilled
and well-educated man.” Key

survey results were the follow-
ing:

More than half the dealers
surveyed had supported a com-
munity college In some tangible
way, primarily through dona-
tion of automotive equipment
for service technlcian training,
and all expressed strong in-
terest In junior colleges.

Ninety-seven per cent said
they were eager to find and to
hire junior college graduates.

Nine out of 10 had never re-
ceived a job application from a
junier college graduate, al-
though they were in need of
qualified employes.

Lorenz outlined the abundant
opportunities for young two-
year college graduates in auto-
motive retailing. Th- se jobs, as
service technicians, parts spec-
falists and salesmen, require
great skill and intelligence, he
said, lisling representative ex-
amples:

1t takes not only skilled men
to design today's complex pro-

ducts, but equal and sometimes
greater skill to service and re-
pair  them. An automobile
mechanic needs a  working
knowledge of thermo-dynamics,
hydraulies, and electrical engl-
neering.

A ear leasing speclalist
needs to be a financial expert
with 8 working knowledge of
economles, accounting and
tax laws.

An automobile salesman needs
all the qualifications of both
the mechanic and the leasing
speciallst.

“In our industry, as well as
other industries, we need our
share of Ph.D.’s to econduct
basle research and to baudle
the Increasingly complex prob-
lams of predesign and maou-
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