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You can't keep a good team
down.

Throughout the recent, reg.
ular high school basketball sea-
son, North Farmington was a
disappointment.

Plcked as a threat to Birm-
tngham Groves for the North-
west Suburban League laurels,
the Raiders stumbled through
game after game.

When the campalgn . ended,
North Farmington showed
only three victories agalust
13 defeats.

But the second part of the

1065-68 season began last week }

with the district Class A tour-
nament , .
ton.

far,” coach Dick Wilson told
his North Farmington charg
“You're a much better team.”

Wilson was right.

The Raiders went storming
through the district.

Flirst the Raiders spurted in
the closing seconds to knock off
Milford, 62.30.

Next came another showdown
with city rival Farmington.
Twics before In the districts,
Farmington had belted out
North Farmington In the first
round,

And In the reguiar sesson
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Raiders B

this winter, Farmington had
swept past the Raiders twice.
But this time, North Farm-
ington showed who was boss.
‘The Raiders came out on top
and moved on against Walled
Lake for the district flag.

The championship tussle was
no contest. It was North Farm-
ington all the way In an 82.67
conquest.

So, for the first time in five
years, North Farmington had
won a district. And for the first
time the Raiders had copped
more than just one game.

<3

ounce Back

*

Back when North Farmington
was a Class C school four years
3go, the Raiders scored a first-
round victory.

Winning the district sends
North Xgrm&ngmn on to the
regionalithis week at Franklin,

“It'll be a new experience
for us,” said coach Wilson.
“I sure hope we're in better
shape for thls one than we
were In the districts.”

Wilson was referring to the
illness that struck down Mark
Faller, after he had starred
against Milford, and Gary Etig,
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Stevenson’s

Just Falls Short

This was Stevenson high
school's first crack at a state
title.

Thers were only tenth grad-
ers on the new Livonia school’s
roster, .

‘Ths game agalnst Crestwood
at Clarenceville in the Class B
districts shaped up as a slaught.

er.

For a half and a few minutes
of the third period—that's what
it was—a slaughter.

Crestwood led, 1311, aMer

one period, 2920, at half time

ard ultimately by a 40-20 score
In the third session. .

One might have thought the
Stevenson kids would bave tos-
sed In the towel

But they dldn't. 5

With a roaring finish, Steven-
son almost pulled the game out.
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Rally

‘With less than a minute to go,
the Stevenson team had moved
ahead, 48-47. Then a palr of
foul shots and a basket sewed it
up for the Crestwood team
which left the floor a 51-48 win-
ner.

“ife sare had to be proud
of oar boys,” said Don Iott,
the Stevenson coach. ‘They
pever quit, That's some-
thing.”

It was encouraging to Tott
that gext season be'll be able to
field a veteran team.

Jim Olson is one of
ers who should help fremend-

Olson paced the late
by Stevenson against
vood

wood.

He scored 14 of his 20 pbiots
in the last quarter when Steven-
s0n outscored Crestwood, 21-10.

Olson hit on five baskets and
10 free throws. Paul Pender
also potched five baskets for
Stevenson, but he had to settle
for just one charity to give bim
a final total of 11 points.

Lee Porterfield had 15 to top
the winners. .

The Stevenson box score:
STEVENSON
Jies’ Olson
Doug Johason
Mark_Beatty
Jim Batton
Paul Tuonemacher
Pac] Pender
Dave Mastsy

Totaly
Crestwood:
Stevenson
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who was down with pneumonia.
A sprained ankle infury also
put starter Bill Oldershaw on
the sidelines. .

“We should have Falier and
Oldershaw back in the region-
als,” said the coach, bubbling
with joy over the greatest hour
North Farmington ever has
known in basketball.

Here's the story of how North
Farmiogton bounced through
its rival foes to the district
title:

N. FARMINGTON 82,
MILFORD 59

Faller, up from the reserves,
and Bill Bowles shared scoring
honors in this battle which went
right down to the final barrier.

With 2 minute to play the
score was tied at 59.59. Then
Bowles clicked on a basket and
Jim Rulapaugh on a free throw
to provide the Raiders with
their three-polat, winning mar-

gin.

The Raiders hit on 23 baskets
and 12 freethrows In the game.
Bowles made seven hoops, Fal-
ler five from the floor and four
charities.

The North Farmingten
scoring:

N, oN B ror
Herd Cobb 30101
Kurt Sehamacher v o1 2
Bill Oldersn 103 4
Bl Bowles [ ]
B, 1
ug!

Stars Faber s 4

[T TR

Tot
NXVRMINGTON 56,
FARMINGTON 52

s another spine tin:
wasn't decided until
the closipk seconds.
Farmiy(gton bounced off to &
ad in the first period.

Falcons were held to just three
their half-time edge evaporated

2

Came the third period,
Bowles dropped In 12 points
and Lorenz six to shove
rth  Farmington on top,
42-35. But Farmington's Inter-

lakes League champs came

storming back with Mike Wil
son In charge.

With 42 seconds remaining
on the clock, Wilson connected
and the score was tied at 5232,

‘Twenty-two™ seconds later
Rick Schultz delivered what
proved the deciding basket for
North Farmington. Farmington
had time to get even, but bob-
bled the ball out of bounds.

In desperation, the Falcons
fouled Rick Lorenz. He cauned
two charities and it was all

over.

An upset bad been registered.
A big one.

Bowles was the tap scorer for
the winners with 25 points. He
also did a masterful job on de-
fense as he held Mike Ames of
Farmington to seven points.

Wilson knocked In
the losers.

The box score:
N. FARMINGTON
Schall

2N evmuar Bl mewtneun

Totals
Farmiagton
N. Farmiagten

N. FARMINGTON 82,
WALLED LAKE 67

The game hardly had started

when Gary Schumacher tipped

one in for North Farmingion.

This was just the beginning

With Lorenz
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advantage.

From then on it was just &
breeze. Al half time, North
Farmington led, 39-28. The edge
was increased by three more
points after the third period.

Lorenz was the scoring hero
for the victors. He tossed ln 12
baskets and eight free throws
for 32 points. Schults had 17
and Schumacher 12.

Rebounding was declsive,
as it osoally ls. Farm-
ington grabbed 80 to only 38
for the Lakers.

The closest Walled Lake

19 for
Bo

'd

den City's Paul

Bentley Sweep to

BENTLEY HIGH'S Fred Matevia battles Gar- ment champlonship game. 1
Kightlinger for possession of up 10 the final three minutes when Bentley
the ball on a rebound in the district tourna- pulled away for 2 6653 triumph.

)7 . b

t was & hot battle

A’ District Titles

East Easy
For Livonia
Quintet

The form sheet held up.

Tt was Bentley over the field,
as most expected, !n the Class
A district' baske{ball tourna-
ment at Franklin.

Thus, after missing out a
year ago, the Livonlans regaln-
ed the top and added another
district trophy to their already
{llustrious array by kayoing
Garden Citiy East, 6653, in the
champlonship game Saturday
night.

Now Bentley has returned
to Franklin for the region-
als where the field was to n-
clude North Farmington, U.
of D, High and Fordson.

The regional final is booked
for Friday night with the win.
ner advancing into next Wed-
ne: nights quarter finals,
redlt our bench for his
victory,” happy George Fefles,
the Bentley coach, explained
after the Bentley team had turg-
ed back Garden City East.

Fefles in particular was re-
ferring to Mike MacCauley and
Larry Grimm who bounced into
the action as reserves in the
second period and helped put
Bentley well into the lead.

o Benlley had taken an 1818

= Top Year

Finishes

With Bust

The dist-ict phase of opera-
tions proved a blg disappolnt-
ment to Coach Mike Pasternak
and his Thurston high basket
ball team.

One game and out.

The University of Detroit
high tripped tha Townshippers,
85-62.

Thursion's shootlng was off
o the game. The Township-
pers, a high-scoring unit all
season, was held to only 16
baskets during the 32-minute
performance,

Notwithstanding, the season
ended on an overall happy note
for Thurston. The team won 14
and lost five, its best record in
history.

‘Two years ago, Thurston won
13 and dropped fve.

U. of D. surged shead, 23-13,
in the first perlod and led by
45-20 at the half.

Don Block with 13 points, Bon
‘Wardrop with 11 and Reg Bar~
ringer with 10 hit in double
figures for the losers.

Bl e ouant
El umonaauas
Blunaaatiy

Totals

‘ndge after the first period but

OBSERVING
SPORTS

Items penned on our shirt cuffs:

Over at Middlebelt and Schoolcraft roads, the
Detroit Race Course stands idle these days. It hasn't
operated since late in October.

The same holds true across town at Hazel Park.
The doors and gates there have been clamped shut,
too, for many months.

Meantime, across the river in Windsor, the new
trotting oval is doing a big business. Folks are betting
over two million bucks a week.

All of which Is very nice . . . to let our Canadian
cousins prosper.

But, why at our expense?

The Windsor Raceway folks admit that 70 per-
cent of those who come fo their establishment each
night are Americans.

This means more than a million and a half bucks
a week are belng taken out of Michigan, out of the
United States, for betting purposes.

Multiply that figure by 16 weeks, .the length of
the Windsor season, and the amount becomes stagger-
ing, especially when you stop to remember that Michi-
gan takes something like an eight lgercent cut out of
every buck wagered at the DRC, azel Park, North-
ville and Jackson. .

Ironically, while the state is screaming for new
{ax money, its racing col ioner — one Barry
Beamon — keeps saying he thinks our present racing
schedule is long enough m.Mlchigan.

. - :

These are some hectic, also some “choking” days
around the National Basketball Association.
,'_l'he races never have been tighter for playoff

Thurston

Wrestlers
Place High

Thurston high school's wrest-
lers turned in a fine showing
last Saturday in the state Cluss
A meet at Michigan State.

Randy Ault, a 145-pounder,
reached the semifinals whers he
lost. The same held true for Jim
Blazo, a 134-pounder.

Heavyweight Dan Harris
placed third in his divisien,
losing out to Troy Bell of Pon-
tiac Central in his maich.

Overall Thurston posted 16
points to finish eleventh as Bat-
tle Creek Central took the team
crown with 48 polnts, followed
by Ypsilant with 35,

Farmington's Jobn Cassell
and Dan Heuer took fourth place
in the 120 and 127-pound, res-
pectively.

Clarenceville, performing in
the Class B finals, picked up
only two points as Dave Kalpio
(145 pounds} and Jim Prisk
(heavyweight) galned first-
round victories before losing.

Qur Lady of Sorrows suffer-
ed when Heavyweight LaFond

(Cont. on Next Sports Page)

was hurt and coulda't compete.
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On top of that, the careers of three of the league’s
greatest players are comin%to an end. Jack Twyman
of Cincinnati, Tom Gola of New York and Cliff Hagan
of St. Louis, all will bow out when the cusrent cam-

paigniniends. .

This also Is the last year for Red Auerbach as
coach of the Boston Celtics. Red won't leave basket.
ball or the Celtics. He stays on as general manager,
executive vice president, scout and a lot of other

things.

1t may sound trite to use the same expression for
all four: “Nicer guys you won't find.”

But, what better expression befits them? You

could get mad at Auerbach as he wrangled with the
referees, but you had to admire his way of coaching
and his success story.

Gola and Twyman and Hagan killed our Pistons
many a time. But that was in the line of duty. When
the game was over, they'd helé) in any wu{ Km. might
ask to put across the game and sport which has meant
so much to them.

The Pistons, incidentally, will hold a “Salute to
Auerbach” night next Thursday (March 17) when he
coaches the Celtics f.or th(:. lasl.ﬂme at Cobo Arena.

One had to get excited by what North Farmington
accomplished in winning the state district tournament
at its own court.

The Raiders weren't mlr osed to get vel
the meet. They had some ess and some
But the kids arose when they had to.

And yet there are those who knock our young men
and girls. .

.

Don't write here for tickets for the state high
school basketball finals.

So far, we haven't got one for ourselves.

The semifinals and finals will be on TV, however.
Channel 50 will carry all the excitement, if you can't
get up to East Lanslfg.

far In
juries.

.

shut?
‘A couple of weeks ago, we wrote that the landing

of Leo Boivin and Dean Prentice by the Red Wings.

would assure the Wings the Jeague title for the second
straight year.
So, what happens?
The Wings go into a ullspl:x
; . .

More of the weather we had last week shonld
make all the area's baseball teams happy. Ditto for
the golfers and tnekl.ntn. . .

Looking for- some special treats in the way of
entexitainment this weekend? We'd like to suggest a
couple:
p1 __The Ice Show st Olympla, which they tell us
is a “honey.”

2— The NCAA track meet at Cobo Arena Friday
evenlvnél and Saturday afternoon. The greatest in the
US. will perform at Cobo.

: \

b By George Maskin semesr—ss

When are we going to learn to keep our mouth ’
t?

! with McCauley scoring seven
i voints and Grimm six the Bent.
ley margin soared to 4130 at
the intermission.

Beatley made 1t 5542 after
three perlods before Paul
Kightllnger paced an onrush-
ing East feam that polled to
withln six polnts (59-53) with
three mluutes left.

Garden City had a golden
chance to cut the lead even

more by receiving an “one and
onc” foul situation. But_ the

* | opportunity fizzied and Fred

Matevia and McCauley pumped
in a few quickies for Bentley
and the issue was seitled. -

“We played well,” said Bent-
ley coach Fefles,

“I was proud of my kids’™
said his counter-part Billy Joo
Young of Garden City East
which now has bowed twice in
district finals — each time to
Bentley.

The absence of Joe Hueber
out with a fractured elbow,
undoubtedly hurt East, which
bad four players finishing in
double (lgures agalnst Bent-
ley. Paul Kightlinger had 19,
Norb Podwoiskl 12, Carl Glas-
er 11 and Harvey Klght
linger, Paul's brother 10.

The Bentley scoring was well
spread, The Livonians also had
four in double figures with Me-
tevia getting 12, Bob Elsner and
McCauley 11 each and Grimm
10.

The box seore:
v

BE! B r P
g I
snes ¢ 3
Faulkes 11 &
McCazley 4 3
Bapmae z o 4
Grimm s 010
Totals M U«
GARDEN CITY E. 5 r r
H. Kightlloger 3 4
s P
P. K
Guur‘ eer 4 3 1
Podwalskl 1 & 1
Totals 111 n
Bentley 113 1 1—kE
Garden City Zast 1§ 14 12 11-51

Here's the story of what hap-
pened earlier in the Franklin
district:

GARDEN CITY EAST 68,

FRANKLIN 60

“The-Kightlinger brothers,
Paul and Harvey, shared honors
with Norb Podwoiskl in leading
East 1o victory.

Paul drilled In 33 polnts and
plucked 21 rebounds. Brother
Harvey, just a sophomore,
made nine points but nailed 27
rebounds while Podwolski scor-

ed 20 points,

1t was a tight game for the
most part, Garden Clty went
in front, 1610, after one
period, but Franklln pulled to
within two polnts (3331) of &
tie at half time.

Then the East Cagers made
their move fo expand their
cdge in the third period 28 Paul
Kightlinger and Podwolskl
found the Tange with good suc-
cess after Franklin's Earl Neel-
ey had knocked in seven stralght
freethrows to help bring bis
team back.

Neeley wound up with 20
points, seoring five baskets and
10 charitles.

r r
31
1 3
i
3 3
P
Wicks 1 1
Porter z
Wendrick * 0
Luttinen T 1 s
Tolals 1 1
GARDEN CITY E. s r r
PERME T 4 2
,.
Podw T & 20
i i
Popler ¢+ 1 1
Totals n n a8
Garden Clty & 18 17 20 168
rankiin 1021 25 14
FRANELIN 78,

GARDEN CITY WEST 58
Tmagine a two-point quarter!
Well, it happened. Garden

City West managed just one
basket in the entire elght-minute
;_pln of tha third quarter against

a

TS 3
The net result Franklin went
(Contiznued on Next Sports Pg.)




