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Rules Do Apply to

We're happy to see that the incorporation
campaizn is- picking up its pace in Farmington
Township,

We aren't happy lo see some of the tactics
and attitudes, however.

Three fast examples:

@ The fact that the Holly Hills Farms Civic
Association scheduled a discussion on the mat-
ter, but neglected to invite any of the proponents
of the issue. Representatives of the Committee
for the Preservation of Farmington Township,
Inc. reportedly made their points and added to
their sum score. Why not hear both sides of the
question?

@ The fact that representatives of the Com-
mittee refused to speak at the Briar Hills Civic
Association on the theory that there would be
many open meetings on the subject.

® The fact that the Vote No on incorporation
signs carries the slogan “Save Our Schools.”

We don’t ke the innuendos from both sides
that tinancial galn is the only reason for the

the committee

both have an

are separate.

the City, part

Public Property, Keep Out!

In Redford Townehip, the board obtained somebow
an appraisal of a site it wants to seil. Super- enough money to print and cir-
visor Jack H. McDonald declared the appraisal culate letters to the residents
would not be made public and his board con- of Farmington Township at-
curred by maintaining silence.

Did McDonald, bimself, pay for this p- from voting in favor of consider-
praisal? Did each trustee pay for this appraisal? ing becoming a home rule city.

In both of these cases, you and I, Mr, Tax-
payer of Suburbia, paid for these ddcbments. b tue officers and one direc:

When our present officials and boards leave {or o are probably concerned
their posts, we trust they will leave these rec- yiout Josing income from jobs
ords, entrusted to their care, for their succes- )., they, or their spouses bold

‘Who owns public records?

The public, naturally.

Does a hired superintendent, city manager,
township supervisor, or mayor own certaln
records?

Yes, if they pay for them out of their own
pockets. ~

Docy the city council, the township board, or
the school board own certain records?

Yes, if board members pay for them with .
their own funds.

Do citizens own public records?

Yes, if they pay for them out of their own
pockets which they-do through their taxes,

v e e

sors,

These questions are raised because there is
a strong tendency for public agencles to consider
many public documents not available for public
scrutiny,

Two examples of this have shown up in the
past several weeks. .

Supt. Ben Yates of the Livonia Public Schools
refused to supply a copy of a legal opinion pre-
pared for the school district by the school's
attorney. N

Did Yates pay for this opinion
the school board? -

himself? Did Please take

other side's position, either. If they think thls
is so, then prove It.

Holly Hills doesn’t deserve any bouquets for

its handling of the discussion. But why would

and not to the residents of Briar Hills? Don't

stake in the election? -

As for the “Save Our Schools” slogan it must
be pointed out again that the Farmington School
District is completely separate from the local
government .units. Its finances aod elections

In addition to that the school district includes

southeastern corner), and a portion of West
Bloomfield. So whether or nol
‘Township Is incorporated into a home rule city
is academic as far as affecting the school!

We know that the answer to this is “That's Editor:
politics.” We don't agree.

Any documents acquired with public funds
should remain in the files.

This {s what happens to records of births,-
deaths, marriages, transfers of deeds, court deci-
slons. They are open for inspection by any'
citizen who wants to see them, except for a few .
ihat may be kept sealed by court order. they stated, and I quote:

Whenever. public officials try to hold back
public records,

ing: one big squawk!

Politics

hat grou]
consent to speak to that group g

equally important interest and oy

‘MeGuIRe

“The Reader Speaks Up:

of the Township (excepting the

Lot Points for

ools.

Several, probably well-mean-
SUE SHAUGHNESSY jng pyt, pevertheless, misgulded
individuals have recently
formed .a propaganda organiza-
tion called the “Committee for
the Preservation of Farming-
fon Township, Inc.,” . which
immediately found

tempting to scare them away

These people are misguided

- with two villages that are in-
jcluded in the incorporation
‘movement. Is it little wonder
then why these scare tactics are
{being used? Is It any wonder
that in this propaganda letter

" *“Unlike the promoters of ja.
corparation we will not pretend

Incorporation

a hodge podge of nine small preserve the things we enjoy
cities with inefficient duplica- in Farmington ‘Township
ting services and uires i i i o
able problems of zoning, water, see that all of the following mat.
police and fire i are - a
sewers, drainage and, most re- without fail:

cently, expressway conmstruc- 1. Vote "'YES"” for home rule
tion. (incorporatiof).

There are some who Jmight 2. At the same election, (June
say that referring 1o these two 6, 1966), elect charter commis-
distastrous examples of failure sioners who are experienced,
to timely incorporate is also 2 proven, qualified and dedicated
scare tactic; however, I hasten to preserve the high qualities
to point out again that a “YES" of our area, our tax base and
vote is not In fact an incorpora- gur rural atmosphere. Learn
tion vote, it is only a vote 10 who these people are and sup-
permit the charter commission port them.
to present & charter to the peo- 3, When the charter is pre-
ple for their approval. Until 2 geneq 1o all the people for a
charter is approved, there is 10 yo1e- approve only a charter
city. ! which will preserve our com-

An understanding of the fore- munity as we want it, and
going will readily cause the ob- place a reasonable limit on our
jective’ thinking person 10 Tre- tax base.
alize that the way to intelli- 4. Elect city officials who will
gently decide. whether or not 10 continue to maintain and im.
become a home rule city is 10 prove the high qualities of our
vole “YES"” so that such a com- community.
mission may drait a pro All of these things have to be
charter and submit it to all the done to truly unite and preserve
people_for approval. our community. People who

in view of the true facts honestly want fo do this should

aggrigved citizens should make (5 pe gbjective. We stand to

a large outory against such practices. ‘lose too much.”
And that is the purpese of this bit of writ- "y hink it is time that these
heed [people are and some

“all public servants.
—BILL

GAIL T basic are made

so that the people of

You can’t find a better sport

$432.93 Complete

The sponky Honda $-90 is designed with

the distinguished T-bone frame. Unique

and tough as & fullback. A narrow 24 at

its widest point, it fits in most anywhere.

And fits into stim budgets, too. A geflon of

#as goes farther than 140 miles. The high
£ 90, "

60mph. Join

per ng
the team. Come im for a test ride scon.

CUSTOM PAINT § Just Say
JOBS only 78 Charga It

® PICK-UP AND DELIVERY

Complete Line of All M and Accansories

WONDERLAND HONDA

SALES AND SERVICE
31840 PLYMOUTH ROAD

between Merriman ond Formington Roads

Parking In Reor Open 9-9 Daily - Closed Sunday 261-0880

\ BEST SERVICE IN TOWN — PICK-UP AND DELIVERY )

'Fam‘&:x.lgn 'l'ovfm;h!prcaq 1;
i ) ‘eide the issue of home rule in-
Widow’s Message Atelligently, and without the
Editor: _scare tactics, (such as—“look
My heartfelt thanks goes out ‘what happened to taxes in
to every friend, neighbor and Livonia when they incorpora-
acquaintance of “Darrel's and ted”~type of false reasoning).
mine who helped tremendously  First of all, these are basic
in our hour of grief and sorrow. ‘facts about incorporation.
Darrel shared all of his busl- 1. If the vote is “YES” for
ness and personal experiences incorporation, this does not
he had through the day with me mean that a city is formed. It
in the evening; and I feel my ,only means that the charter
life has been made richer by commission members, (wh9 are
having known these people elected at the same time),
through Darrel. draft a charter and present it

With God's help, 1 sin-
cerely pray that everyone
enjoy this wonderful gift of
life to the fullest and make
every hour in every day' 3 Tox limitations must be in-
count. eluded in any city charter. This

Darrel lived every day as if means that all the people will
it were his last and I'know he' bave the right to say what the
would want you to do the same. tax limit will be in any new

Thanks again for all your clf
many kindnesses — they will

never be forgotten.
MRS. DARREL E. BERRY |
{Dorothy)
Livonla

city is not formed until a char-
.ter is approved 'by a majority
vote of the people at another
election.

ty.
3. The charter can also limit
the amount and type of services
that the city can give and can
be drafted to preserve the rural
type atmosphere which has
brought, and is continually at-
tractiog high class people, busi-
Win or Lose—Thanks nesses and light industry 1o our
area.

Edllor: - 4. Only a city can protect its
Regardless of the outcome of territory from being grabbed
Monday's balloting, I want to piecemeal by other cities, or
offer my sincere thanks for the from being cut up from within
tremendous job The Nankin Ob- by small special interest groups.
server Editor, Emory Daniels, When an area is not a city, only
did in helping to inform the the people who live in the area
voters. to be annéxed or incorporated
1 thought your serles on the get to vote on that question.
charter made complicated and When it is a city, all the people
misunderstood provisions much puct vote their approval.
more meaningful to your read- e of bers of this
ers. Your editorial reasoning committee, {David Mills), has
in supporting a “yes" vole WaS been publicly misleading our
sound and very much to the citirenry by claiming that peo-
point. ple in the Township have voted
Thank you again for all your against annexation to the City
exira effort. . of Farmington “at every such
GENE McKINNEY ° annexation election in the past.”
Westland Charter The truth s that two of four

such elections have succeeded,

“Have Health  ONE OF THE BEST
Foods —
Will Deliver!"

}
FOODS.

his every day living.

ZERBO

Frao interview for & nutsitionel body rebuilding program, Ihreugh the suppart
of the endocrine gland system.

N
Visit our store on Saturdays for free toste dofs! Come in for free interviews
with no ebligation on your pert,

Call GArfield 7-3144 for Nutritional

ZERBO'S HEALTH FOODS

34165 PLYMOUTH ROAD

WAYS TO HELP
BALANCE YOUR BODY CHEMISTRY
S TO USE ORGANICALLY GROWN

Read Feb. Tth, 1966 issue of Sports Illugrated — how
Billy Casper (big time golfer) got control of his sinus
condition, lost fifty pounds of excessive weight, etct —
the natural way plus a few environmental changes in

Z6rbo’s is one of the few places in the United States
where you can purchase organic buffalo, reindeer, elk,
venison steaks, organic ground beef patties (all cuts
included), chickens, muscovy ducks, fertile eggs,
natural cheese, goat cheese, walleye and red snapper. .
Also organically grown tomatoes, lettuce, celery, pars-
ley roots, onions, cucumbers, apples, sweet potatoes,

and the last one that failed’
(November 1965), did so by only
25 votes.

Even the title of this group,
the “Committee for the Preser-
vation of Farmington Township,
Inc.” is most misleading. There
are only two things that voting
against a bome rule city can
preserve—they are:

1. The vulnerability of our
area to becoming another Nan-
kin Township where surrounding
tax producing industrial areas
cities have sbsorbed the good
and left it looking like a gerry-
mandered fugitive from the poor
house.

2. The vulnerability of our
area to becoming another Royal
Oak Township where total in-
corporation failed and then

T~ P~

“ter, which bas been drafted

to the people for approval. A®

g home rule direct their efforts to accomp-
it is inescapable that such a Jishing all.of these things. Our
person does not stop there how- community cannot be preserved
ever. He must, at the same or developed the way we want it
time that he votes “YES", unless we first protect our boun.
elect nine charter commis- daries and then with deliberate
sioners who will draft the kind thought, study, and dedlcation
of "a charter which will pre- follow through to see thal with.
serve Farmington Township as i those boundaries we develop
the high-class, ruraltype al- the community which I am sure
ity which at- all of us really want.
tracted us here in the first If we do look at this issue ob.
place. Only by studying a thar- jectively, and not out of self
and interest, we can all accomplish
presented, can a person honestly that result. 1 believe that the
and intelligently decide whether majority of the people on the
a city will best preserve our ‘“preservation™ commiltee have
community as we want it been innocently misled on the
1f the people who formed this procedure of how to obtain
committee to “preserve” the {his resull. I urge them to re-
township were really interested consider. 1 hope they have not
in preserving the quality of the gonme too for out on the limb to
area and lower taxes that we en- gracefully’ climb back and .di-
joy, (and can continue to en- rect their energies in the right
joy only if we protect our boun- way.to our common goal.
daries), if they were not' in-  Let's unite Town-

By MYRA CHANDLER

Never in the history of a school election have so
many high-powered groups been behind an increase in
school millage. The Livonia Chamber of Commerce, City

- Council, Human Relations Council, League of Women

Voters—have all passed resolutions acknowledging the
fact to continue properly educating Livonia School Dis-
trict's 30,145 kids, an additional five mills is nceded now.
All of these groups — and more. But what about
the parents? 1 have had more arguments with friends
who are parents and are against the millage. They
don’t want to pay any more taxes — not another cent,
let alone 35 or 40 dollars a year — no matter how
many in their family.

_ There is one active couple I know — intelligent,
interested -in their community, with two bright young
children. They have fly-specked the budget right out the
window.

They want the school district 1o gei.along on the
money it :has, regardless of what "has to be cut —
and they are highly suspicious about careless spending —
but without fact. One thing they do not want is 1o be
repudiated; with facts.

The hard fact is they have two children the law
says they, must educate and it costs meoney to do it.

My sympathy is with them in the fact they are
young, are broke, want vacations, maintain two cars, have
a nice home and garden, want to ge out to dinner, enjoy
nice clothes and position in the community. Allof this
costs money — but the responsibility of educating their
child-is an obligation — real — like time and tide.

The time has come for legislators in Lansing to
face the crisis that is upon us in the suburbs — stop
playing expedient politics and support some revised
ways of earning school money — fl§ 1 reform.

__The only legislator to come up with a concrete plan
is Senator William Robinson from Dearborn. He has
received little support for his 23 dollars over the State
tax bill. So it may not be the key to the gate of heaven —
but just who in Lansing has suggested anything lately
for relief — not one. Persunall{ 1 think Senator Robinson
should be commended, particularly in view of the fact his
own district would be one that would be paying more
than they do now. But he saw the.problem and tried
to do something about it.

The Human Relations Council in Livonia is spon-
soring a panel this Sunday night at Rosedale Gardens
Preshyterian Church at 9 p.m. with legislators to dis-
cuss a change in taxation In Lansing and what the
prospect may be. It should be an Interesting place to
ask questions. Besides Scnator Robinson, Representa-
tive Marvin Stemplen from Livonia and State Repre-
sentative ,Raymond Baker from Farmington will be
present. |

In addition fo tax-reform, it behooves all school
boards in the surburban area to think about changing
their way of life. It doesn't say anything in the Bible or
in the Constitution of the United States that schools
can't continue on a 12 months basis — it doesn’t say
schools can’t be run on a 15 hour swing shift day—WE

[
MUST USE OUR SCHOOLS MORE EFFRCTIVELY. .

People with young families might jump on this band
wagon and, help change the habits of the old thinking.
They can do it.

Tribute should be paid this week to the most unique
endorsement ever to come down the pike. When the
businessmen of the City of Livonia — most of whom do
not live there to reap the benefits, but do pay taxes —
when these men, through their Chamber of Commerce,
say we nced the additional five mills — this is a miracle.

This must call for recognition.

terested in' only presetving ship, Including the beautiful
their own income and other villages of Quakertown and
special interests, they would be Wood Creck Farms, into one
using their seemingly wellfin- protected city so that we can
anced organization to obtain a together build for the future.
“YES” vote for incorporation, Lets not be misled intd fearing
and to elect\the kind of ex: 3 change in form of government
perienced civic-minded and for- g0 much that we miss the op-
ward-looking charter commis- portunity that we now have to
sioners that can truly preserve mgke “Farmington Hills” the
our community. I sincerely hope envy of some of our neighbors
that the well-intentioned mem- who failed in one or more of
bers of this committee will re- {he steps that we must take
view their position and objec- without hesitation, and with in-
tively determine what action telligence and unselfish purpose.
true preservation of our com- EARL C. OPPERTHAUSER
munity really requires. 1f they  Trustee N
do this, ] am sure they can  Farmington Township
come to only one ion and
will then direct their cncrgi;! Student’s Pl
to see that a “YES" vote is ob- Student’s ea
tained, and that good, q“!l‘lfled Editor:
charter conmimissioners are elec- 1, po
ed who wil drall a charter pin, feEard to te propesed
which will not only preser¥e 15 ta)e the opportunity to ex-
our boundaries, but also pre- prece my opinions as a student
serve the high quality of the jyarecied in higher education.
area in which we live. We must A five mll increase would per-
have charter commissioners p e us, and future studests, to
who are dedicated 10 preserving yeep, the present high standard
our tax base, our master plans o oducation we have inm Li-
for zoning, WaLEr, SCWerS. yopnjy
drainage, police and fire Pro- Tne defeat would mean half
tection,, and the rural almo- gays for elementary schools, no
sphere we enjoy. . .., drivers’ educalion, no summer
A vote for incorporation will school, no sponsored activities
give us the opportunity to draft for any child from high school
a charter which can then be (4 plementary.
either accepted or rejected by | would like to point out that
the people. A vote agaiost in- j( 5 child has to walk to school
corporation will, however, be 2 o't that dangerous? lsa't it
signal to adjoining cities to grab yorth 3 few dollars to prevent
for our best areas and for the Joss of one
special interest groups to in- " JAN DRISCOLL
corporate such areas and leave Livonia
the other areas to swim for

Ri they are not looking at 40 dollars a year
like most of us, but thousands of dollars. Their feeling is
summed up in part of theit statement: “We cannot as
(business) citizens refuse to accept the responsibility for

maintaining the level of service required by the only .

means currently at our dispasal. We must provide the
means to maintain this service in the community.”

Can we as parents do less?

proposed route going through

Let’s Get Going
-With I-96
Editor: g

After reviewing the Ohserv-
er's news article concerning the
Propo! 196 Freeway route,
I've conclyded that we stop
haggling and proceed with the
State Highway Department's
recommendation to route the
Freeway along the eastern
boundary of Schooleraft Col-
lege, . h
This route will cost $6.5 mil-
lion less, will not affect School-
craft’s present plant, and allows
.the college to proceed with its
planned expansion program.

The City’s argument that the
freeway route, east of the col-
Iege campus, would separate a
portion of the city, scems pica-
yune. Does the same argument
hold true for the freeway's east-
west route which separates the
northern and southern portions
of the cily? Actually, Hines
Drive which is similar, also dis-
members a portion of Livonia
with no adverse effects, that I
am aware of.

Our city officials also suggest
it is a disadvantage having the

a futare development of custom-
built homes. On the contrary,
this appears to he a blessing
1t provides some of the “open
space” that so many of our
recent candidates advocated.
Perhaps  addilional letters

from Livonia citizens, or a poll
taken by this newspaper, would
provide our” Mayor and Council-
men with some further direc-
tion in this malter.

J. LEVINE

Livenia

Ed. Note: Will take a poll *

in next week's issue,

Thanks to Mayor
Editor:

We  wish o express our
thanks to Mayor Ed Freeh and
to the cily councilmen for their
prompt and just action on the
amendment  pertaining o .un-
licensed vehicles in  Garden

ity

y. .
This amendment protects all
servicemen who left an unlic-
ensed vehicle behind while they
are serving their country.
ELIAS E. KRISKO,
Post Adjutant
Garden City V.F.W.

themselves. Since state law pre-
vents either of these from hap-
pening while a charter is being
drafted, bow can a “YES" vote
possibly hurt preservation of
boundaries. All that it wili do is
give us time to decide the issue
of incorporation fairly, honestly
and objectively.

To summation, we should all

Gourmet Nite

* Every Wednesday

@ Complete Smorgoshord
@ 38 F1. Long Table

reg. potatoes, oranges, papaya, mangos, grain cereals
and many other fine products.

Twenty-five kinds of honey, two hundred kinds of
natural teas, twelve kinds of flour for baking.

Appointments

W. OF FARMINGTON ROAD,
5. OF WAYNE ROAD

small incorporations resulted in realize that the way to truly

For Business and
Professional Women!

A plan designed to pretect your
“savings when disability strikes. Let
me discuss this important plan
with you. Coll me today.
GL 3-3035 or 437.5871
1005 W. Ann Arbor Treil
Plymeuth

Representing
WOODMEN ACCIDENT
AND_LIFE COMPANY SMITH
FABE MIRTO AGENCY

DONALD W.
- District Mgr.

C 11 <
illside
41661 Plymouth Road,
Plymouth, Mich.

Open for Lunch
11:30 AM.-3:30 PM.

Closed Sundays

nn GL 34301

@ Prime Rib One of 60 items
® Complete Dinner $3.95
@® Children 6-12 Half Price

@ Serving from 5:00-9:30
Dinner .
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